
April 2016 

We just completed a really nice 
awards banquet honoring many 
members with well deserved 
awards and accolades.  
 
The MGATC received a thank-you 
letter from Food Finders president, 
Katy Bunder, thanking us for the 
donated produce last year. Our do-
nations helped fill over 3,000 back 
packs to help prevent needy families 
from going to bed hungry. Our 
Demonstration Garden has truly 
earned the reputation as a commu-
nity organization deserving to be 
honored for its help provided to the  
less fortunate. 
 
We primarily donate to St. Mat-
thew 25 Care and Share soup kitch-
en (St Ann’s Church), Lafayette  
Urban Ministry (LUM), and the  
Salvation Army. You may not be 
aware of the enormous job these 
organizations do for the people in 
our community who need a helping 

hand. For example the St Matthew 
soup kitchen distributed food to 
help 9,748 individuals during Janu-
ary 2016. LUM and the Salvation 
Army normally help about 50 to 60 
people per day. These organizations 
are very grateful to receive fresh 
produce for distribution to those  
in need. 
 
The smiles of gratitude that you re-
ceive from the people waiting in line 
to receive fresh vegetables is very 
rewarding and says Thank-You to 
the hard working Master Gardener 
volunteers. A job well done! 
 
April brings our Garden Expo  
project to the front of our agenda. 
We will set up on Friday the 22nd 
and the Expo is Saturday the 23rd 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. We need to 
contribute plants to the Plant Sale, 
yard sale garden items to the Gar-
den Shed and tasty treats to the  
 

garden café. This is our primary 
fund raising event for the year and 
we need another great Expo to  
help fund our association’s planned 
future endeavors. 
 
As always, volunteers in this associ-
ation are what keeps us going. 
Twenty sixteen is really shaping up 
to be a great year for the MGATC 
because of the coordinated team 
work exhibited by all of our volun-
teers. Thank You Master Gardener 
Members. You Are The Best!  
 

                                           Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Programs 
 

April 5  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Pesticides 
Karen Mitchell 

 
May 3  7 p.m.  TCEO 

6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Idea and Display Gardens 
Mickey Penrod 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/index.html 

The Latest Dirt  

         by Flora N. Fauna 
 
As the spring gardening season 

begins, the National Pollinator Gar-
den Network (http://millionpollina 
torgardens.org/) has an important 
message for those about to plant 
vegetables, fruiting shrubs and 
trees, and other types of edibles: 
Pollinators are critical to the suc-
cess of your harvest. From the zuc-
chini patch to the apple orchard, 
honeybees, butterflies, bumblebees 
and other pollinators visit flowers 

in the search for food. While doing 
so they also transfer pollen from 
flower to flower and plant to plant. 
Without this process, chances of 
setting fruit are low to nil for many 
species in today’s edibles garden. 
Pollinators are the workhorses of 
not just home gardens and land-
scapes, but also the millions of acres 
of farms in the U.S. They are respon-
sible for one in every three bites of 
food Americans eat each day. For 
those who grow their own food, 
that number could be even larger 

during the growing season. The key 
to a bountiful harvest is encourag-
ing the many species of pollinators 
to visit the garden, and to visit of-
ten. Here are a few suggestions for 
increasing the chances they’ll make 
a stop - and keep visiting through-
out the season: 1. Plant flowers near 
edibles. With a few exceptions, veg-
etable plants don’t have the bright 
and showy flowers that pull in pass-
ing pollinators. Native flowering  
 
                           (continued on page 5) 

http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
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The evening started at 6 p.m. at the 
fairgrounds with Ed Niles giving a 
blessing before dinner.   
 
Cheryl McCool introduced the 
speakers for the evening, Don Pickle 
and Norma Hackney. Don and Nor-
ma gave a very interesting slide 
presentation on the Demonstration 
Gardens. The purpose of the 
Demonstration Gardens is to  
demonstrate different growing 
techniques and to donate the pro-
duce to local food pantries. In 2015 
over 9,000 pounds of produce were 
donated to LUM, the Salvation Ar-
my, Food Finders, and St. Ann’s 
soup kitchen. The produce included 
tomatoes, zucchini, eggplant, pep-
pers, etc.   
 
After the presentation, Jerry Mil-
lard called the meeting to order at 
7:40 p.m. He read a letter from  
Food Finders thanking us for being 
such an asset to our community. 
Jerry then thanked Joanne Lip- 
hard and her committee for such a 
wonderful dinner. 
 
The February minutes were ap-
proved as posted in the March  
Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller then gave a Treasurer’s 
Report noting that the bank ac-
count balance is over $14,000.  
Funds will be deposited for the Gar-
den Expo and the state conference.  
A Treasurer’s Report for January/
February will be posted in the April 
Garden Beet. 
 
Cheryl McCool reminded everyone 
that the Garden Expo is April 23, 
2016, and is the biggest money mak-
er for the organization. She reported 
that speakers have been scheduled 
for the Garden Expo: Karen Mitch-
ell will talk on pesticides and Laura 
Ingwell from Purdue University will 
discuss garden bugs. She encour- 
 

aged everyone to start growing 
plants for the Plant Sale, to sign up 
to volunteer, and to check for dona-
tions for the Garden Shed. 
 
Elizabeth Hartley then gave a report 
on the 2016 state conference. The 
next planning meeting for the con-
ference is March 8 from 5:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the extension office. Con-
ference brochures were mailed 
March 1 and should be delivered to 
everyone this week. Volunteers will 
receive an email with a form for the 
$30 volunteer discount. One thou-
sand five hundred dollars has been 
allotted, so the first 50 volunteers 
will receive the discount. Early Bird 
registration begins March 1. 
 
Karen Mitchell noted that the 
“Growing Through Leadership” ed-
ucation series starts on Wednesday, 
March 16. Fifteen people have regis-
tered; there are ten more spots at 
$40 each. Anyone interested should 
contact Karen Mitchell.   
 
Karen Mitchell also announced a 
fruit pruning workshop which will 
be held on Wednesday, March 9, 
2016 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Meigs Horticulture Research Farm.  
The workshop will include demon-
strations on pruning grapes, apples, 
peaches, and berries. The registra-
tion fee is $10. Anyone interested 
should email Karen Mitchell. 
 
Julieann Davis announced that there 
will be a planting session on April 2 
from 10 a.m. to noon to plant pots 
for the Garden Expo. 
 
Tonia Kasica noted that there will 
be an aeroponics program from  
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 
19 at the extension office. 
 
Joan Sozen announced a book club 
meeting on March 23 at 6:30 p.m.  
at the extension office to review 
Bringing Nature Home.  

Mary Isaacs announced a clean-up 
day at Lilly Nature Center on Sun-
day, March 6. 
 
Jim Mailloux announced that dahl-
ias will be on sale at the Garden  
Expo for $2 each. 
 
Joanne Liphard thanked everyone 
for their delicious food and remind-
ed everyone to pick up their dishes. 
 
Jerry Millard noted that there is still 
a need for someone to Co-Chair the 
Cumberland Community Gardens 
with Monique Fontaine. Anyone 
interested in volunteering should 
contact Jerry Millard. 
 
Any name changes, address changes, 
etc. should be reported to Billie Sea-
ton. It was noted that “gardener” is 
misspelled under the website infor-
mation in the green book. 
 
Sue Swick then introduced the 2015 
Outstanding Master Gardener 
Award, noting her numerous ac-
complishments as a Master Garden-
er - Mickey Penrod. 
 
Jerry Millard and Karen Mitchell 
then presented the following 
awards: 
 
2015 Interns: Art Antonio, Janice 
Brennan, Anne Brickler, Cheri Fred-
erick, Diana Hallenbeck, Kristen 
Noel, Sam Noel, Sara Primeau, Mar-
got Schuerman, Natalie Van Hoose, 
and Gary Van Laere. 
 
Certified Master Gardener: Bill 
Arthur, Bruce Bresnahan, Dona 
Brown, Barb Bunnell, Nancy Cope, 
Kelly Grieger, Emily Hendricks, Dee 
Dee Long, Laurie Madlung, Melinda 
Patton, Debra Reagan, Jan Sadler, 
and Margot Schuerman.  
 
                           (continued on page 4) 

MGATC Minutes:  March 1, 2016, 7 p.m. 
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Present for the meeting were Jerry 
Millard, Jan Sadler, Debbie Ladd, 
Pat Miller, Dee Dilling, Elizabeth 
Hartley, and Karen Mitchell. 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
Jerry Millard at 6:40 p.m. at Univer-
sity Place, West Lafayette, follow-
ing dinner. 
 
In regard to the Garden Expo,  
Cheryl McCool was not present  
at the meeting but plans are mov-
ing forward. A large ad for the Gar-
den Expo was on the front of the 
Shopsmart magazine.  
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she 
has 15 participants signed up for the 
“Growing Through Leadership” ed-
ucation series. The Board previously 
approved paying up to $500 to sup-
port this program ($20 per person 
for 25 people). As there are only 15 
participants, the total Master Gar-
dener contribution is only $300. The 
Board approved using the additional 
$200 for volunteer discounts for the 
state conference. 
 
Elizabeth Hartley reported that 
there was a state conference plan-
ning meeting on Tuesday, March 8.  
All committees were represented 
and plans are moving forward very 
nicely. The brochures have been 
mailed to everyone, so registration 
is now open. Theresa Silver report-
ed that we are at a good place with 
volunteers. Volunteers will receive 
free t-shirts and will be asked to 
wear their t-shirts while volunteer-
ing. Name tags for all volunteers 
will be available at the check-in 
booth at the conference.   
 
Dee Dilling was asked to send a 
thank you note to University Place 
for the use of their space for our 
meeting as well as the nice dinner 
which was provided. 

Regarding the Open House, Jan 
Sadler reported that July 10 has 
been selected for the date of this 
event, with the time yet to be deter-
mined. She is working with Dee Dee 
Long to plan the event, hoping to 
come up with some new ideas to 
replace the tomato tasting, which 
will not be included this year. Karen 
Mitchell suggested possibly having 
a scavenger hunt with an educa-
tional component noting that if an 
educational component is included, 
the county will pay for hot dogs, 
buns, and chips. Jan Sadler will be 
meeting with Dee Dee Long and  
will schedule a time to meet with 
Karen Mitchell to finalize plans for 
the event, including obtaining a 
band. More information will be 
available at the April meeting.  
 
Karen Mitchell reported that there 
will be a drawing for a free Master 
Gardener class given out at the 
Open House. Also, plans are to have 
drawings for a free class at the Gar-
den Expo and at the county fair. 
 
Jerry Millard then discussed the 
Master Gardener Support Person of 
the Year Award with the Board.  He 
distributed a copy of criteria/rules 
for this award and asked everyone 
to take it home, review it, and give 
him any recommendations for 
changes/additions to the document.  
The first award would be given at 
the 2017 Awards Banquet for the 
2016 Master Gardener Support Per-
son of the Year. The first four years, 
the committee will be the same as 
the committee for the Outstanding 
Master Gardener until there are 
enough Support Persons of the Year 
to form their own committee. 
 
Pat Miller noted that the MGATC 
received a $528 grant check desig-
nated for Mickey Penrod’s Pathway 
to Pollinators. In addition, $100 was 

received from an anonymous donor 
ear-marked for Jim Mailloux and 
Jim Jeray to use for the dahlia gar-
den or one of their other projects; 
and, an additional $10 was received 
to put toward state conference  
volunteer discounts. 
 
Jerry Millard noted that Ann Hunt 
wants to be on the agenda for the 
April 5 monthly meeting to discuss 
Master Gardener Scholarships. 
 
Jerry Millard also reminded every-
one that any changes to name,  
address, phone number, or email 
address needs to be reported to  
Billie Seaton. 
 
It was agreed that a moment of si-
lence should be held at the April 5 
monthly meeting for Jeff Phillips 
who passed away on March 8. Jeff 
was the Tippecanoe County Agri-
culture Extension Educator for Pur-
due for 32 years and was a past Co-
ordinator for the Master Gardener 
program for Tippecanoe County. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
    

                                                                                  Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                  Jan Sadler                         
                                            Recording Secretary 
 

Cares melt 
when you 

kneel  
in your  
garden.  

                       ~Author Unknown 

MGATC Board Minutes: March 10, 2016 

University Place, West Lafayette, Indiana 
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Financial          MGATC Roots   Minutes 

Report 

  
 
 
 
January 1 through February 29, 2016 
 
Beginning Balance $14,283.79 
 

INCOME 
Dues $298.00 
MGA State Conference $615.00 
Amazon Foundation $7.75 
Interest $.24 
 

EXPENSES 
Education $158.02 
Member Services $315.46 
State Conference $150.00 
 
Ending Balance $14,581.30 
 

                                            Pat Miller, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

Miscellaneous        
 

Green Book Updates 
 
Please make the following changes 
to your green book: 
 
 Sue Swick’s new cell phone num-

ber is 491-5070  
 Teri Cook’s email address is 

tericook1949@gmail.com  
 Pat Engler’s cell phone and     

email are 574-870-8381 and    
paengler@yahoo.com 

 The new Open House chairmen 
are Jan Sadler and Dee Dee Long 

 The new Fund Raising Coordina-
tor is Laurie Madlung  

 Please add new member Gabriela 
Sincich ‘14, 3412 Elkhart Street, 
West Lafayette, Indiana 47906, 
765-838-1519, gsincich@gmail.com 

 The green book web site address  
is incorrect. Please change it to 
www.tippecanoemastergardener.
org  

 

 
Here are some interesting differ-
ences from the early days for attain-
ing Master Gardener status and Ad-
vanced Master Gardener status 
from the 1995 Guidelines: 
   
 The Cooperative Extension Edu-

cator worked with the volunteer 
to determine the type of volun-
teer hours that were acceptable, 
rather than the board approved 
projects we have today. 

 
 Maintaining certified Advanced 

Master Gardener status re-
quired six hours of advanced 
training and twenty-five hours of 
volunteer service each year (six 
and 12 per year today) 

 
 A Silver Badge of Advanced Mas-

ter Gardener was awarded af-
ter five years of service 

 
 A Gold Badge of Advanced Mas-

ter Gardener was awarded after 
ten years of service 

  
Today levels are determined by ac-
cumulating volunteer and education 
hours rather than number of years. 
Hats off to those early Master Gar-
deners, who had to earn twice as 
many volunteer hours per year to 
maintain status as a certified Pur-
due Master Gardener. 
 

                                                          Dee Dee Long 
 
 

 
Silent Auction 
 
If you are planning to donate an 
item for the silent auction, we will 
be happy to accept your handmade 
or new gardening item at the exten-
sion office, at John Orick’s office on 
the Purdue Campus, or you can 
bring it to one of our monthly meet-
ings. Contact one of these folks to 
arrange a mutually convenient  
time: John Orick (on campus) 
at 496-7956 or Karen Mitchell   

 
(continued from page 2) 

 
Advanced Master Gardener: Diana 
Allen, Dona Brown, Nancy Cope, 
Julieann Davis, Patricia Engler, June 
Foster, Kelly Grieger, Alex Horvath, 
Jan Knote, John Knote, Dee Dee 
Long, Ed Niles, Paul Niles, Debra 
Reagan, Jan Sadler, Cathy Savaiano, 
Joan Straber, and Marlena Thomas. 
 
Bronze Level: Janice Anderson,  
Valerie Carson, Julieann Davis, Bill 
Hayes, Jan Hiple, Denise Ottinger, 
Billie Seaton, Carol Smith, and  
Linda Stafford 
 
Silver Level: Barb Almanza, Pollyn 
Aranas, Brenda Carton, Elizabeth 
Hartley, Tonia Kasica, and Carl 
Stafford. 
 
Gold Level, 1000 Hours: Ed Knoth, 
Mickey Penrod, Jolaine Roberts,  
and Sue Swick. 
 
Gold Level, 2000 Hours: Geraldine 
Arney and Jerry Millard. 
 
Jerry Millard thanked everyone 
again for the wonderful meal and 
noted that “Hard Work Does Not 
Go Unnoticed!” 
 
A door prize was won by Bill Hayes. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 

                                       Respectfully submitted, 
                     Jan Sadler, Recording Secretary 
 

 
 
(TCEO) at 474-0793. See Linda 
Stafford (586-8921) or Ed Knoth 
(414-0789) if you would like to 
bring your item to one of the 
MGATC monthly meetings. 
 
If you have questions about what 
are appropriate items for the auc-
tion, give Ed a call. Thank you for 
your support! 
 

mailto:tericook1949@gmail.com
tel:574-870-8381
mailto:paengler@yahoo.com
tel:765-838-1519
mailto:gsincich@gmail.com
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OMG, Mickey    Dirt 
 
Mickey Penrod was awarded Out-
standing Master Gardener of the 
year at the awards banquet. 
 
Mickey was a member of the class 
of 2007. Her total volunteer hours 
since that time are 1,297 with 320 
education hours. 
 
Mickey has been very active in 
many projects with the Master Gar-
deners. She has been involved in the 
Demonstration and idea gardens at 
the county extension office. She and 
her ‘kids’ at McCutcheon High 
School developed one of the original 
gardens in the Idea Gardens, along 
with the bog adjacent to the Chil-
dren’s Garden. She stepped in to fill 
the chair position for the Idea Gar-
dens when the Coopers gave up 
that position. With the help of 
many volunteers last year, the gar-
dens have evolved and will continue 
to do so. Mickey’s vision is to 
change the Gigantics Garden into a 
Pollinator’s paradise. Mickey has 
written several grants to help the 
many changes that are coming to 
these gardens.  
 
With the renewal of the vine and 
trellis program this last year, she is 
presently a trellis to two vines. 
Mickey is a docent at the Lilly Na-
ture Center as well as being co-
chair of the Butterfly Garden at that 
facility. She is also participates in 
the Mind Boggling event every year. 
Mickey is involved in giving talks 
and tours to children. Part of her 
community work consists of being a 
member of Tree Lafayette and the 
Arbor Day tree planting. Other ac-
tivities that she has been involved 
with include the Garden Open 
House, manning the MG booth at 
the fair, Art in Bloom, AAS seed 
planting, and sharing and removal 
of invasive plants at the battle-
ground park. She is best known for 
her enthusiasm in teaching and all 
things in nature. 
 
Congratulations Mickey! 

 
(continued from page 1) 

perennials and shrubs will be famil-
iar and attractive to local pollina-
tors. Annual flowers such as mari-
golds, zinnias, and sunflowers are 
also pollinator favorites. 2. Plant in 
groups. Choose one type of flower 
and plant them in a group covering 
10 square feet or more, increasing 
the chances pollinators will see 
them. 3. Find the best location. 
Make the flower plantings suitable 
for pollinators by situating them in 
a sunny place with minimal disturb-
ance from wind and foot traffic. 4. 
Provide shelter. Encourage pollina-
tors to live nearby so they visit of-
ten. Beehives are just one option. 
Many pollinator species create tun-
nels and nests underground or in 
trees. Leave a patch of bare ground 
for pollinators to dig nests, and pro-
vide a wood block drilled with 
small holes for those tunneling in-
sects. 

  
HUMMINGBIRDS.NET is a 

place to learn about attracting, 
watching, feeding, and studying the 
hummingbirds that breed in North 
America. By visiting http://www. 
humming birds.net/map.html, one 
can study a map that indicates  
first sightings of ruby-throated 
humming birds in the U.S. As a  
first-time visitor with a specific 
question start with the FAQ or 
check the Attracting, Feeders, and 
About sections. 

  
Anyone who loves heirloom 

flowers will find a lot to like in a set 
of stamps the post office issued in 
February. The ten “Botanical Art 
Forever” stamps are illustrated with 
images drawn from the antique  
catalog collection of the New York 
Botanical Garden. Six of the flowers 
pictured on the stamps are bulbs: 
daffodils, dahlias, corn lilies, and 
three different images of tulips, 
along with petunias, roses, stock, 
and Japanese iris. 
 
 
 

 “Longwood Gardens and the 
American Society for Horticultural 
Science (ASHS) announced the 
launch of the Seed Your Future ini-
tiative, a multi-year effort to combat 
declining awareness of horticulture 
among U.S. audiences and promote 
horticulture as a vital and viable 
career path for the nation’s youth. 
More than 150 partner organiza-
tions, including leaders in horticul-
tural industries, horticultural asso-
ciations, public gardens, public 
agencies, K–12 and higher education 
have already signed on to the initia-
tive which aims to preserve the fu-
ture of this increasingly at-risk 
field.” Read more at http://www. 
businesswire.com/news/home/ 
20160303005107/en/National-
Initiative-Preserve-Future-
Horticulture. 

  
“In the nursery industry, bark 

has been the main ingredient in 
nursery container mixes for many 
years because it adds weight and is 
economically priced. However, not 
all bark mixes are the same; certain 
factors have a large impact on bark’s 
physical and chemical characteris-
tics, as well as their interaction 
with other components including 
CRFs (controlled-release fertiliz-
ers).” Visit http://www.ballpub 
lishing.com/GrowerTalks/View  
Article.aspx?articleid=22122 to read 
Brian Cantin’s article, “The Benefits 
of Bark,” for important information 
about the bark you use in landscape 
and garden. 
 

Proud-pied 
April, dressed 
in all his trim / 

Hath put a  
spirit of youth 
in everything. 

    ~William Shakespeare 

http://HUMMINGBIRDS.NET
http://www.hummingbirds.net/map.html
http://www.hummingbirds.net/map.html
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160303005107/en/National-Initiative-Preserve-Future-Horticulture
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160303005107/en/National-Initiative-Preserve-Future-Horticulture
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160303005107/en/National-Initiative-Preserve-Future-Horticulture
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160303005107/en/National-Initiative-Preserve-Future-Horticulture
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20160303005107/en/National-Initiative-Preserve-Future-Horticulture
http://www.ballpublishing.com/GrowerTalks/ViewArticle.aspx?articleid=22122
http://www.ballpublishing.com/GrowerTalks/ViewArticle.aspx?articleid=22122
http://www.ballpublishing.com/GrowerTalks/ViewArticle.aspx?articleid=22122


6 

What’s Happening                      

Garden Expo 
 
Be planting, potting, and clearing 
out your garden items to sell at the 
Garden Expo, and plan to bake for 
the Garden Café. Please volunteer 
that day for the plant sale, as a 
greeter, working in the Garden 
Shed, etc. We will need all the help 
we can get!  
 

   Cheryl McCool, Garden Expo Chairman 
 
Reminder: Drop off for the Just Des-
serts Bar is on Friday between noon 
and 7 p.m. See the March issue of 
the Garden Beet for more information. 
 

RIP Workdays  
 
Remove Invasive Plants (RIP) is 
sponsored by the West Central 
Chapter of Indiana Native Plant and 
Wildflower Society (INPAWS)  
and the Sycamore Audubon Society 
(SAS) in cooperation with the West 
Lafayette Parks & Recreation and 
the Tippecanoe County Parks & 
Recreation. Volunteers are always 
needed and appreciated for the RIP 
squad. The Spring garlic mustard 
pulls schedule is: 
 
West Lafayette parks, Tuesdays, 
3:30-5:30 p.m. 

April 5 - Celery Bog Nature Area 
April 12 - Celery Bog Nature Area 
April 19 - Michaud-Sinninger Na-

ture Area 
April 26 - Happy Hollow Park 

Tippecanoe County parks, Thurs-
day, 3:30-5:30 p.m. 

April 7 - Ross Hills Park 
April 14 - Prophet’s Rock Woods 
April 21 - Ross Hills Park 
April 28 - Prophet’s Rock Woods 
 

Weeding bags will be provided, but 
bring your own gardening gloves 
and dress for poison ivy. Call Patty 
Jones at 765-463-3050 to check on 
“iffy” weather, or to verify the weed-
ing area.  
 
 
 
 

2016 GAAP  
 
Spring is in the air and it is about 
time for Master Gardeners to plant.  
GAAP (Great Annual Annual Plant-
ing) is the time we serve our com-
munity and make it more beautiful 
by planting annuals and some per-
ennial flowers. 
 
Plan to sign up for the GAAP at the 
April meeting; the plantings are:   
 Thursday, May 5, 9:30 a.m., Co-

lumbian Park and Zoo - meet at 
the triangle 

 Friday, May 6, 9:30 a.m., court  
house - meet at corner of Colum-
bia and 4th Streets; pedestrian 
bridge - meet on bridge  

The rain date for Columbian Park and Zoo, 
the court house, and the bridge will be Fri-
day, May 6 at 1 p.m.; or, if it is raining, on 
Friday May 13 at 9:30 a.m. 

 Monday, May 9, 9:30 a.m., Lafa-
yette Art Museum - meet at the 
parking lot off 10th Street  

 Thursday, May 12, 9:30 a.m., Indi-
ana Veteran’s Home - meet at the 
gazebo   

The rain date for the art museum, and the 
Indiana Veteran’s Home will be Friday, May 
13 at 9:30 a.m. 

 
We hope it will be sunny and 
warm, but we will still plant in  
light rain. Please bring your gloves 
and trowel.  
 
For questions please email or call 
Sue Hiser at landshiser@gmail.com 
or 583-2624. 
 

Wednesdays in  
the Wild 
 
April 6  1-3 p.m.  NICHES/CG 

Exploring the Unique  
Features of the Big Pine  
Valley at Crow's Grove 

Bob Easter 
 

April 13  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Exploring the Unique  

Mike Jenkins 
 

April 20  1-3 p.m.  STPK 
WILD EDIBLES -  
Talk, Walk, Eat! 
Angie Manuel  

April 27  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Program #1 

Field Guides 101: Putting a Name 
with those Wildflower Faces 

Mary Cutler  
 

April 27  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Program #2 

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary 
of the National Park Service 

Dan Shepardson 
 

May 4  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Spring Warblers &  

Other Migrants 
Susan Ulrich 

 
QUESTIONS? Mary Cutler at 765-567-
2993, Dan Dunten at 765-775-5172, or Joan 
Mohr Samuels at 765-567-7023 or 
mohrsamuels@comcast.net  
 
Locations:  
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Na-
ture Area): In West Lafayette, on the north 
side of Lindberg Road, between Northwest-
ern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
NICHES/CG (Crow's Grove): Meet at 1 p.m. 
in the property parking lot (find directions at 
www.nicheslandtrust.org) or carpool at 12:15 
from LNC. 
STPK (Prophetstown State Park): Enter 
the park via Swisher Road (off North Ninth 
Street, just south of Battle Ground). Meet at 
the far east end parking lot. Note: No park 
fee at this time. 

 

Garden Gossip  
 

Canal Park Gardeners 
 
A beautiful place to enjoy the out-
doors and garden too is at the Canal 
Park. There are 15 gardens that dis-
play plants that would have been 
here in the 1800’s when the canal 
was in operation. This is an ap-
proved MG project, so you receive 
master gardener volunteer hours. 
Non master gardeners, friends, and 
family are welcome too. Canal Park 
is only a 20 minute drive from Lafa-
yette on the Hoosier Heartland 
Highway in Delphi. Volunteer once 
a month, pick the area, and what 
you like to do. Volunteers can work 
on their own or with others. Con-
tact Linda Cooper at 765-237-8717 
or lrcooper@outlook.com. 

mailto:landshiser@gmail.com
http://www.nicheslandtrust.org
tel:765%20237-8717
mailto:lrcooper@outlook.com
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to bear fruit, they planned their 
routes to take advantage of the har-
vest. There are records of native 
tribes, at times, living solely on pe-
cans for two months out of the year. 
  
Thomas Jefferson transported pecan 
trees to the Atlantic coast, where  
he planted the species in his nut 
orchard at Monticello. George 
Washington reported in his journal 
that Thomas Jefferson gave him  
the trees that he planted at Mount 
Vernon. Today, most pecan culti-
vars are clones derived from these 
earlier wild trees and Georgia is  
the leading producer of pecans in 
the world.   
  
Pecan is a member of the Juglan-
daceae family, along with walnuts, 
butternuts, and hickories. It is a 
long-lived tree with upright, vase-
shaped crowns when open-grown. 
Wind-pollinated and monoecious, 
pecan trees display male flowers 
arranged in catkins from April 
through May.  
  
Pecan is a difficult tree to grow. It 
requires high summer temperatures 
both day and night and is often par-
ticular about the soil in which it 
grows. It requires a large amount of 
space since it is the largest orchard 
tree in the United States, reaching 
60 to 80 feet tall. It takes a long 
time, sometimes up to twenty years, 
to reach full productivity, at which 
point a tree can produce more  
than 400 pounds a year of reddish-
brown, smooth surfaced nuts,  
classified as drupes that ripen in 
September and October.    
  
Pecan is an excellent multipurpose 
tree. Not only does it offer aesthetic 
value when incorporated into a 
home landscape, but it is also useful 
within the home when crafted into 
cabinetry, woodwork, and furni-

ture. Its nuts provide food for wild-
life as well as for humans, who en-
joy its buttery and spicy sweet fla-
vor when baked into pies and other 
sweet desserts.   
  
Because of their high oil content, 
pecans can become rancid in warm 
temperatures. Shelled, they can be 
kept at 70° F. for up to three months 
but are best kept refrigerated in 
glass jars. Pecans in the shell can 
keep at room temperature for up to 
four months but should be refriger-
ated for longer storage. For lengthi-
er storage, pecans are best kept fro-
zen, shelled, or in the shell, for two 
to four years.  
  
Nutritionally, the pecan kernel con-
tains an extremely high concentra-
tion of polyunsaturated fatty acid, 
oils high in antioxidants, muscle 
building proteins, fiber, and an ar-
ray of vitamins and minerals. Scien-
tists exploring the beneficial prop-
erties of pecans discovered they are 
a concentrated source of plant ster-
ols known to lower cholesterol.  
  
Think of our native pecan tree this 
year as Indiana celebrates its Bicen-
tennial, especially this Arbor Day, 
celebrated in our state on the last 
Friday in April. Why not crack a 
nut or two!  
 

There is more 
pleasure in 
making a  

garden than in 
contemplating 

a paradise. 
        ~Anne Scott-James 
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Chevre Stuffed Peppers with Pecans 
 

4 large jarred red roasted peppers 
4 oz. mild soft goat cheese 

1/4 c. basil leaves, chiffonade 
1/4 c. pecans, toasted 

1/4 c. golden raisins 
1 T. olive oil 

salt and fresh ground pepper 

 
Preheat oven to 450° F. Place the peppers 

on a cutting board and open each one by 
making a slit in one side. Sprinkle with salt 

and pepper. Spread a spoonful of goat 
cheese down the center. Evenly distribute 

the basil, pecans, and raisins on top, re-
serving a small bit of each for garnish. Fold 

each pepper over to close and press gently. 
Place on a baking sheet lined with foil and 

drizzle with olive oil. Bake for about 10 
minutes, until the goat cheese is bubbling. 

Arrange on a plate to serve, garnishing with 

basil, pecans, and raisins. Serves 4. 
 

Sweet Pecan Fennel Soup 
 

1 large white onion, finely chopped 
2 T. olive oil 

2 large fennel bulbs with stalks, chopped 

2 large leeks, chopped 
1 T. fresh oregano leaves, plus more for 

topping 
1/6 t. sea salt 

3 c. green tea, brewed 
1 T. honey 

3 c. fresh baby spinach 
1/2 c. plain non-fat Greek yogurt, plus more 

for topping 
1 t. orange zest 

2 t. fresh orange juice 
1/3 c. pecans, ground 

 

In a large skillet, sauté white onion and olive 
oil until caramelized, approximately 5 

minutes. Add fennel and leeks; cook for 10 
minutes or until soft. Transfer mixture to a 

food processor, add remaining ingredients. 
Pulse until smooth. Ladle soup into serving 

bowls. Garnish with additional Greek yogurt 
and fresh oregano leaves. Serves 8, under 

100 calories. 
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
I don’t recall how I came across Seed, 
written by Richard Horan, but I 
love books like this one. Its subtitle 
describes what can be found within 
its pages: One Man’s Serendipitous Jour-
ney to Find the Trees That Inspired Fa-
mous American Writers from Faulkner to 
Kerouac, Welty to Wharton.  
  
Among the sites Horan visited was 
an empty lot where Truman Ca-
pote’s childhood home once sat in 
Monroeville, Alabama. There he 
stumbled across a few pecans, 
which had fallen from a very old 
tree that he supposed was alive  
during Capote’s time. So he gath-
ered them and added the nuts to his 
ever-expanding literary collection  

of tree seeds he planned to propa-
gate after returning home.  
  
The pecan tree (Carya illinoinensis) is 
typically considered a deep-south 
tree, but it happens to be a native of 
Indiana, albeit deep-south Indiana. 
According to 101 Trees of Indiana by 
Marion T. Jackson, the northern-
most county that hosts pecan is 
Fountain County - so close to 
Tippecanoe County that I wouldn’t 
doubt a savvy Master Gardener 
with a vividly green thumb has a 
pecan tree growing in their back 
yard. Sadly for me, I know of none 
growing naturally in my neck of the 
woods, here in Jasper County.  
  
Recent cave excavations unearthed 
by archaeologists in Texas reveal 

that pecan nuts were used as food 
by the ancients as early as 3000 to 
6000 BC. The name “pecan” comes 
from the Algonquin “paccan” or 
“pakan,” meaning “all nuts requiring 
a stone to crack.”  
 
Native Americans pressed oil from 
the nut to use in cooking, ground 
the pecan to thicken stews, mixed 
the whole nut with vegetables, and 
even roasted the nut to preserve it 
for consumption during long hunt-
ing or other journeys. They used 
pecan as a trading commodity, and 
as they  journeyed and camped 
along their trading routes, they 
planted pecan trees to assure that 
they and their future generations 
would have a steady supply of nuts 
for trading. When the trees began  
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