
April 2017 

Hello Master Gardeners, our focus this 
month must be on our upcoming Gar-
den Expo at the Fairgrounds. The Ex-
po committee has been hard at work 
organizing a fun, productive, educa-
tional and rewarding event. We were 
very successful last year and we can do 
it again this season. Failure is never 
inevitable as long as our team moves 
forward aggressively to prevent it with 
proper planning. We have a winning 
team of Master Gardeners working 
hard to reach new heights. The two Js 
are extremely proud and fortunate to 
be a part of such a group of successful 
Volunteers. Thank you MGATC! 
 
The fund raising efforts for our water 
renovation project is off to a great start 
primarily because of the two Jims and 
Karen Mitchell. Our present total is 
over $18,484. Planting time is fast ap-
proaching; we really need to start im-
plementing the new system in March 
to have water available for this grow-
ing season. It appears that this will 
happen. Thanks to all who helped  
solicit funds and to those who contrib-
uted so generously to the cause. 

We just completed our Awards Ban-
quet recognizing the members of our 
organization who contributed so  
many valuable volunteer hours during 
2016. Jim Mailloux and Jim Smith were 
awarded the Outstanding Master  
Gardener of the Year award for all  
they contributed to the MGATC last 
year. Lynn Layden earned the Out-
standing Master Gardener Support 
Person of the year award for all her 
volunteer time supporting our garden-
ing efforts. She also earned her Gold 
5000 hour Name Badge. And the Out-
standing Master Gardener Rookie of 
the Year award went to Margo Schuer-
man as the intern with the most re-
ported volunteer hours during the  
period referenced. 
 
Forty-two association members were 
honored with new name badges 
earned by volunteering many hours of 
work for our MGATC. Our association 
has a great reputation in Tippecanoe 
County and around the state. Being 
located next to Purdue causes us to be 
looked at carefully by others. We are  
 

expected, and rightfully so, to be ex-
emplary in our garden displays. In oth-
er words - we set the example for oth-
ers to follow. 
 
We all face many challenges in our 
personal lives and association respon-
sibilities. Your two Js try to use your 
inspiration and experiences to guide 
ourselves and the association. To help 
all of us reach our Goals, please let us 
know what is on your mind so we can 
better serve your needs. Please remem-
ber that we cannot be all things to all 
people but we can try to be most 
things to a majority of our members. 
 
We have nothing but admiration for 
how our dedicated members adapt and 
serve the needs of our community with 
a can-do spirit. You are all down-to-
earth gardeners who selflessly volun-
teer your time for a greater cause. We 
thank all of you for your support!  
 
                                            Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

April 4  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Fertilizer and Fertilizing Your Yard 
Fred Whitford 

Purdue University 
 

May 2  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Bees including Killer Bees 
Ruth Coors 

 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

There's little risk in becoming 
overly proud of one's garden  
because gardening by its very  

nature is humbling. It has a way 
of keeping you on your knees 

                                                                                    Joanne R. Barwick 
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This meeting was the Annual Awards 
Banquet and was held in the Home 
Economics Building at the Tippecanoe 
County Fairgrounds. Ed Niles gave the 
blessing before dinner. 
 
Cheryl McCool then introduced the 
speakers for the evening, Andrea 
Schwartz, Program Chair, Agricul- 
ture Program, and Rhonda Overman,  
Foundation Director, both from Ivy 
Tech Community College. They gave 
an overview of the ag program,  
discussing the different program  
options offered at Ivy Tech. They  
also work closely with Purdue Uni-
versity for those students who are 
working toward a Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Agriculture.   
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Andrea 
Schwartz and Rhonda Overman for 
their presentation and then turned  
the meeting over to Jerry Millard. 
 
Jerry Millard called the meeting to or-
der at 7:10 p.m. He thanked everyone 
for the delicious meal and thanked the 
Social Committee for organizing it. 
 
The minutes of the February monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the March issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report, 
noting that the bank balance at the 
end of February was $21,870. She re-
ported that a portion of this balance is 
“restricted funds,” meaning that they 
are ear-marked for a particular ex-
pense: $6,500 to be spent toward the 
irrigation system (approved by the 
Board), $893.45 also for the irrigation 
system (this is the amount collected 
from the ‘pass the pot’ at the February 
meeting), and $1,500 to be sent to 
Hendricks County for the 2018 State 
Conference. After deducting the re-
stricted funds, the bank balance is 
$12,977. Future Treasurer’s Reports in 
the Garden Beet will show the amount 
of restricted funds. Pat Miller then 
reminded members to turn in receipts 
to her, noted that credit cards could be 
used for the silent auction, and seeds 
were for sale at the back table. 

Cheryl McCool reminded everyone 
that the Garden Expo is April 22 and 
volunteer sign-up sheets were at the 
back table. Members were asked for 
plants to sell and starter plugs have 
also been purchased to sell at the plant 
sale. Items are also needed for the Gar-
den Shed. Jim Mailloux and Jim Smith 
also plan to have a silent auction at the 
Garden Expo. Julieann Davis had seeds 
available for members to start plants 
to sell at the Expo. Monique Fontaine 
asked for the table covers at the meet-
ing to use them for the plant sale. She 
noted that good labeling on plants is 
very important and helps to sell the 
plants. Jeri Bosworth Parker noted 
that she has recipes available for items 
for the café at the Expo and also 
stressed that sugar free items are need-
ed. Postcards for the Expo are availa-
ble at the Extension Office. The Expo 
will be posted in the Journal and Cou-
rier, on the front cover of shopsmart 
magazine, and possibly in the Tipmont 
newsletter. Members were asked to 
“like” our Facebook page about a week 
before the Expo. 
 
In regard to the irrigation system, Ka-
ren Mitchell reported that the current 
total collected is $16,233.37. At the 
meeting, Jim Mailloux and Jim Smith 
held a silent auction from member do-
nations. Grant requests have also been 
submitted and donation cards are 
available. Karen is posting all dona-
tions on the GoFundMe site. Approxi-
mately $1,000 has been contributed on 
the site; the rest is from individual and 
business donations. The project will 
begin as soon as weather permits; 
Lawn & Shrub will be doing the work. 
Karen Mitchell thanked everyone for 
their amazing support! With member 
support, and so much wonderful sup-
port from the community, this project 
will be able to be done this year.   
 
Mickey Penrod then presented the 
Outstanding Master Gardener of  
the Year Award to Jim Mailloux and 
Jim Smith. 
 
 
 

Jerry Millard presented the Support 
Person of the Year Award to  
Lynn Layden. 
 
Jerry Millard also presented the  
Rookie of the Year Award to  
Margot Schuerman. 
 
Jerry Millard and Karen Mitchell pre-
sented the other awards as follows: 
 
Certified Master Gardener: Anne 

Brickler, Diana Hallenbeck, Karen 
Hickman, and Mary Quinn. 

Advanced Master Gardener: Bruce 
Bresnahan, Barb Bunnell, Greg 
Dean, Laurie Madlung, Melinda 
Patton, Mary Quinn, Margot 
Schuerman, and Theresa Silver. 

Bronze Level: Connie Brown, Dona 
Brown, Kathy Burton, Cindy 
Gilles, June Johnson, Deborah 
Ladd, Dee Dee Long, Joyce Pear-
son, Jan Sadler, and Joan Straber. 

Silver Level: Julieann Davis, William 
Hayes, Jan Hiple, Andy Hughes, 
Dee Dee Long, Pat Miller, Jan Sad-
ler, Billie Seaton, Carl Stafford, and  
Sharon Townsend. 

Gold Level, 1000 Hours: Cheryl Borst, 
Ruth Coors, Konie Hughes, Jim 
Jeray, Wendy Kerssemakers, Cher-
yl McCool, and Chris Ramsey. 

Gold Level, 2000 Hours: Dee Dilling. 
Gold Level, 3000 Hours: Jerry Millard. 
Gold Level, 5000 Hours: Lynn Layden.  
 
Karen Mitchell also presented Bill  
Dilling with an award for the AAS Dis-
play Garden and Deborah Steinhauer a 
certificate for completing the Rain 
Garden training class. 
 
Jim Mailloux announced the winners 
of the silent auction and thanked eve-
ryone for their donations. 
 
Jerry Millard asked about changes in 
addresses, phone numbers, etc. None 
were reported. 
 
Perry Schnarr will be speaking at the 
Main Street Book Store in Lafayette on 
March 18 in the early afternoon. 
 
                                (continued on page 9) 
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Jerry Millard called the meeting to  
order at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting 
were Jerry Millard, Pat Miller, Jan  
Sadler, Dee Dilling, Dee Dee Long, 
Cheryl McCool, Carol Byers, and  
Karen Mitchell. Ann Hunt was also 
present as noted. 
 
The February Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the March 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
As noted at Tuesday’s monthly meet-
ing, Pat Miller stated that she will be 
showing restricted funds as a separate 
line item on the Treasurer’s report that  
she posts in the Garden Beet. There is 
approximately $13,000 available in the 
checking account after deducting the 
restricted funds. It was agreed that the 
savings account balance should also be 
shown on the treasurer’s report, not-
ing that the savings account is money 
set aside for unexpected emergency 
needs, such as possibly needing to rent 
space for the 2019 Garden Expo when 
the fairgrounds are being renovated.  
Pat Miller will be sending the $1,500 
to Hendricks County within the next 
month as MGATC’s contribution to-
ward the 2018 State Conference. She 
reported that the Not-for-Profit form 
is posted on the MGATC website for 
anyone needing to use it for purchas-
ing Master Gardener plants, etc.   
 
Ann Hunt was in attendance to  
discuss this year’s scholarships. She 
requested that the timing of the Pur-
due scholarship be changed to the fall 
in order that both scholarships (Ivy 
Tech and Purdue) be given in the fall. 
The checks for the scholarships should 
also be written to Ivy Tech Foundation 
and Purdue University instead of to 
the individual scholarship recipients.  
 
Ann Hunt also asked to be relieved of 
this position after this year. She would 
like the Board to find a replacement 
that she can train this year and who 
could take over next year. She will pre-
pare a job description for her replace-
ment. Jerry Millard asked Ann to give 
him a copy of the job description to  
 

add to the procedure manual he is put-
ting together for the MGATC. He also 
asked Ann to send him a note outlin-
ing her transition plan. 
 
The Board approved both of Ann 
Hunt’s requests and will begin the 
search for Ann’s replacement. 
 
Ann Hunt left the meeting. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that 35 for-
profit and 12 non-profit booths have 
been reserved for the Garden Expo. As 
they are part of Purdue Extension, 
Homemakers are allowed to have two 
booths at the Expo. The Garden Expo 
was advertised on the front cover of 
the March-April shopsmart magazine.  
Everything is ready to go, we just need 
more volunteer spots filled. Jim 
Mailloux and Jim Smith suggested 
putting a sign up in front of the Exten-
sion Office to advertise the Garden 
Expo. Pat Miller asked for suggestions 
for items to put in the basket for the 
raffle to help support “Seeds for Schol-
arships” at the Expo. Several sugges-
tions were made such as garden gloves, 
flower pots, tools, seeds, etc. Carol 
Byers will donate a cart for this pur-
pose. It was agreed that a notice 
should be posted in the Garden Beet  
regarding when and where items could 
be dropped off for the Garden Shed for 
the Expo. Donna Cumberland will  
also be asked to send a separate email 
regarding volunteers for the Expo.  
Jerry Millard had a copy of the 2017 
Indiana Festival Guide which he 
picked up at the Lafayette Visitor Cen-
ter and gave a copy to Cheryl McCool 
noting that she should look into possi-
bly having the Garden Expo listed in 
the 2018 guide. Jerry will also send a 
copy of the guide to Cheryl Borst. 
 
Jerry Millard was contacted by Jim 
Mailloux and Jim Smith regarding 
placing an ad in the Garden Beet for 
their booth at the Garden Expo. As it 
has been a rule in the past not to place 
ads in the Beet, the Board denied this  
 
 
 

request. However, it was agreed to 
have a vendor list posted in the Beet 
with a short description for each 
booth. Cheryl McCool will prepare the 
list and submit it to Chris Ramsey for 
the April issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that she was 
contacted by Sheila Koller about 
whether she should train someone for 
the Garden Expo next year as there 
was a concern about time since she is 
running for President of the organiza-
tion. Cheryl believes that she can han-
dle both jobs as the Garden Expo only 
takes about three months a year to 
organize. The Board left the decision 
up to Cheryl, noting that she could ask 
for help if it becomes a problem. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that the cur-
rent total for donations for the irriga-
tion system is at $18,434.90. A grant 
request for $7,500 has been submitted 
to the Community Foundation and the 
MGATC should find out within a 
week whether or not it is approved.  
The City of Lafayette is on schedule to 
start working as soon as weather per-
mits. Other grant requests have been 
submitted and could help with a shade 
structure/outdoor classroom for the 
Extension Office Community Gardens. 
 
In regard to the survey on whether or 
not to start monthly meetings a half 
hour earlier (6:30 p.m. rather than  
7 p.m.), Karen Mitchell sent the survey 
and only received 27 responses. The 
Board asked her to resend the survey.  
If no better response is received, there 
will be no change to the meeting time. 
 
Jerry Millard asked for suggestions on 
other places to hold the awards ban-
quet and the Christmas dinner meet-
ings instead of the fairgrounds and to 
have members pay for the meal instead 
of a carry-in dinner. Another sugges-
tion was to have members pay for half 
of the meal cost and the MGATC to  
pay half. Non-members would pay for 
their own meal. 
 
                               (continued on page 9) 
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January 1 through February 28, 2017 
 
BEGINNING BALANCE  
in the checking account $20,269.54 

 

INCOME 
Dues $872.00 
Restricted Donation- 
  Irrigation $893.45 
Interest $.35 
    

EXPENSES 
Adopt-a-Spot $45.26 
Membership $119.41 
  

ENDING BALANCE 
in the checking account $21,870.67 
 

BANK BALANCE $21,870.67  
Less funds designated 
  for irrigation ($6,500.00) 
Less funds to Hendricks 
  County for conference ($1,500.00) 
Restricted donations -  
  irrigation ($893.45) 
Available funds in 
  checking $12,977.22 
 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
  BALANCE $10,526.34 
  This represents our “Rainy Day Fund”    
  so that we could continue operations  
  with limited revenue.  
 

                                                   Pat Miller, Treasurer 
 

Expo Exchange 

 
April 22nd will be here before we 
know it; the Expo is just around the 
corner. Please keep in mind that this is 
our biggest fund raiser of the year; and 
plant and grow tomato, herb, and veg-
etable starts. Dig up plants in your 
yard, clean out your garden shed to fill 
our Garden Shed up with great items 
to buy, and last of all bake for our great 
cafe. We have two wonderful speakers 
for the Expo: one on native plants in 
our landscape and the other on plant 
propagation. If you haven’t signed up 
to work at the Expo there is still time.  
Please contact Dee Dee Long to sign-
up. Plan on participating in some way 
to help us achieve our MGATC goals 
for 2017.   
 

                     Cheryl McCool, Expo Chairperson 

The Garden Shed 
 
Gee-Gaws….Do-Dads…Thing-a-ma-
Bobs…Gem-Cracks - these are all the 
kinds of things we want for the Gar-
den Shed this year. This is a good time 
to clean out your basement, garage, or 
wherever you stash all your garden 
‘stuff.’ Donate whatever you no longer 
use/have room for/know what it is/or 
want, and we’ll find a new home for it.  
 
The list below will give you some ide-
as. All items should be gently used. 
Please no chemicals or fertilizers. 
 

 garden related books               
and magazines       

 tools (shovels, rakes, etc.)       
 hand tools        
 pots/fancy pots (empty of soil) 
 garden flags and holders    
 fence and garden stakes    
 bird feeders     
 garden ornaments     
 chimes 
 ‘rusty stuff’      
 scarecrows       
 plant markers  
 clean, unused garden gear like 

gloves and hats    
 wreaths 
 stepping stones            
 hoses     
 fountains            
 artificial flowers     
 garden furniture   
 containers that could be used 

for planters 
 rain gauges     
 bird houses       
 pavers    
 baskets       
 thermometers    
 outdoor clocks    
 buckets 
 garden related picture frames, 

dishes, linens     
 garden totes     
 sprinklers 
 vases and flower  
 large and small hooks 

 
 
 
 

You get the idea…..stuff! Drop your 
‘thingies’ off Friday afternoon or  
early Saturday morning and we’ll do 
the rest.  
 
Contact Candy at 765-563-3497
(home), 765-494-7311 (work), or email 
at candy@purdue.edu. 
 

                                                              Candy Sheagley 
 

Expo Vendors 
 
Abednego Creations - jewelry 
Altra Design - iron items for the       

garden 
Aprons ETC. - garden items 
Artistic Works by Marsha Castello - 

painting and other artwork 
Attica Floral and Greenhouse - plants 
Benedicts Nursery - plants, containers, 

garden items 
Bloomers Greenhouse - herbs and  

container plants 
Creek Bank Gardens - plants and    

garden items 
Fairclough Forage Seeds - seeds 
Gryphon Greenhouse - plants 
Jenkins Country Gardens - plants and 

bushes, trees 
Jim’s Dahlia’s - dahlia bulbs and   

paintings on canvas and clothing 
Lady Bug Acres - garden shopping 

bags 
Mad Hatter Felt and Glass - stained 

glass and other artwork 
Norman and Lynn Reed - planters 
Radiance Garden Art - garden art 
RDM Farms LLC - plants 
Soules Garden - plants 
The Hummingbird Feeder - humming-

bird feeders 
The Weathered Plow - container and 

hanging plants 
The Wild Bird Shoppe - bird feeders,   

t-shirts, etc. 
Theresa Thompson - fairy gardens 
Tippecanoe County Homemakers -  

demonstrations on floral arrang-
ing, bird feeding cones, etc. 

 
 

Financial Report 
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GAAP 2017 
 
May means GAAP is coming! Spring 
will soon be in the air and it is about 
time for Master Gardeners to plant.  
GAAP (Great Annual Annual Plant-
ing) is the time we serve our commu-
nity and make it more beautiful  
by planting annuals and some peren-
nial flowers! 
 
GAAP planting days will be May 2, 9, 
11, and 12.   
   
 Tuesday, May 2, 9:30 a.m., Colum-

bian Park and Zoo, meet at the     
triangle.  

Rain date for Columbian Park and Zoo 
will be Thursday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday, May 9, 9:30 a.m., Indiana 

Veteran’s Home, meet at the gazebo. 
 Thursday, May 11, 9:30 a.m., Lafa-

yette Art Museum, meet at parking 
lot off 10th Street. 

 Friday, May 12, 9:30 a.m., Court 
House, meet at the corner of Colum-
bia and 4th Street. 

 Pedestrian Bridge, to be announced.  
Rain date for the Art Museum, the In-
diana Veteran’s Home, and the Court 
House will be Friday, May 12 at 1 p.m. 
 
Plan to sign up for GAAP at the April 
MGATC meeting or email Sue at  
landshiser@gmail.com when and 
where you want to plant. We hope  
it will be sunny and warm, but we  
will still plant in a light rain. Please 
bring your gloves and trowel. If  
you have any questions, please call  
583-2624 or email.  
 

                                                                          Sue Hiser 
 

MG Book Group 
 
The book group is scheduled to meet 
on Tuesday, April 18. The book to be 
discussed is Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:  
A Year of Good Life by Barbara King-
solver. The next scheduled group  
is May 16. For more information, con-
tact JoAn Messing at 430-3298 or 
ampm8307@gmail.com. 
 

MGATC Workshop 
 

April 15  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 
Bonsai 

Jeff Smith 
Turning Trash into  
Garden Treasure 

Jan Wright 
Registration is not required, but 
would be appreciated. Call the TCEO 
at 474-0793 or email mitcheka@  
purdue.edu to reserve your spot. 
 

                                                               Tonia Kasica 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

April 5  1-3 p.m.  STPK 
Ephemeral Ponds:  

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow  
Angie Manuel 

Temporary pools of water, mainly in 
the spring, are home to unique plants 
and animals. Join Angie (Interpretive 
Naturalist) and explore an area of 
Prophetstown State Park not open to 
the public. Bring bug spray, binocu-
lars, and a bottle of water. The pro-
gram fee is $2 per person. There is no 
gate fee. 
 

April 12  1-3 p.m.  HHP 
Happy Hollow Park  

Wildflower Walk 
Sally Weeks 

Join Sally (Purdue Dendrologist) and 
explore the diverse flora of this West 
Lafayette park, from the largest to the 
smallest plants we can find. 
 

April 19  1-3 p.m.  
NICHES/MGW 

Moyer Gould Woods  
Wildflower Hike 

Brad Weigel 
Take in the wildflowers at this very 
rich site along the Tippecanoe River  
in Carroll County and explore the  
ongoing oak woodland restoration 
work with Brad (NICHES Steward-
ship Manager). A carpool leaves Battle 
Ground at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

April 26  1-3 p.m. 
NICHES/WRC 

Wright Rock Creek  
Wildflower Walk 

Bob Easter 
NICHES has been very busy over the 
last few years revitalizing the woods at 
Wright Rock Creek. On this walk led 
by Bob (NICHES Stewardship Manag-
er), we will see the rich flora that is 
beginning to reassert itself. A carpool 
will leave LNC at noon. 
 

May 3  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Spring Warblers & Other Migrants 

Susan Ulrich 
An indoor talk and a Celery Bog  
bird walk led by avid birder, Susan, 
will cover warblers, vireos, and other 
returning migrants. 
 
LOCATIONS : 
HHP (Happy Hollow Park): In West Lafayette off Happy 
Hollow Road. Meet in the parking lot by the playground. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
NICHES/MGW (Moyer Gould Woods): Meet at 1 p.m. in 
the parking lot (directions can be found at www.nichesland 
trust.org) or meet at 12:30 p.m. at the Battlefield Monument 
parking lot off North 9th Street in Battle Ground to carpool. 
NICHES/WRC (Al & Gladys Wright Rock Creek Nature 
Park): Meet at 1 p.m. in the parking lot (directions can be 
found at www.nicheslandtrust.org) in Warren County or 
meet at noon at LNC to carpool 
STPK (Prophetstown State Park): Enter the park via 
Swisher Road (off North 9th Street, just south of Battle 
Ground). Halfway around the curve, look for signs and a 
parking lot on the right. If you’ve reached the gatehouse, 
you’ve gone too far. 

 

Wildflower Plant Sale 
 

May 13  9 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Prophetstown State Park 

Visitor Center 
The Indiana Native Wildflower Plant 
Sale will feature dozens of plant spe-
cies to choose from including heirloom 
garden plants from the farm. You will 
buy straight out of the greenhouse. 
Plants range from $2 to $5 each. The 
park gate fee is $8 per carload (in-
state) or $10 per carload (out-of-state). 
For more details, call 765-567-4919 or 
email amanuel@dnr.in.gov. 
 
                                (continued on page 9) 
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Outstanding Master  
Gardener Awards for 2016 
 
This year three Outstanding Master 
Gardener awards were presented at 
our banquet. These awards are given 
for outstanding service in gardening, 
support of our association, and to a 
first year member. 
 
 Jim Mailloux and Jim Smith received 
the Outstanding Master Gardener of 
the Year Award. They have spent 
many, many hours in the garden pre-
paring the soil, planting seeds, weed-
ing, watering, propagating, harvesting, 
mulching, and constructing or repair-
ing structures in the gardens. Their 
artistic touches can be seen through-
out the gardens - signs, a birdhouse, 
and repurposed items as an element in 
the design. Whimsical and beautiful 
describe their work in the garden. 
Their Dahlia Garden in the Display 
and Idea Gardens is lovely with beau-
tiful, colorful blooms. They are always 
willing to share their knowledge, offer 
encouragement to other gardeners, and 
give a helping hand when needed. 
They judge at dahlia shows and partic-
ipate in Art in Bloom. They attend our 
meetings, promote Master Gardeners, 
and cook and bake (yummy cookies).  
They participated in the goal setting 
meeting and are spear heading the 
fund raising project for the $26,600 
irrigation system for the extension gar-
dens. Jim and Jim are from the 2009 
class. They have accumulated over 
4,381 service hours and 203 education 
hours in eight years. This past year 
their hours totaled 1,184!  Congratula-
tions, Jim and Jim! 
 
Lynn Layden received the Support 
Person of the Year Award. Lynn has 
been an active member since 1997 and 
gave 325 service hours and earned 37 
education hours in 2016 and has accu-
mulated 5,651 service hours and 525 
education hours. She has devoted 
much time to planning gardening 
events and helping others with associ-
ated activities such as volunteering at 
our 2016 State Conference, supporting 

the Garden Expo, preparing and pre-
senting public workshops, and coordi-
nating the annual Art in Bloom in 
West Lafayette. Lynn is also very sup-
portive of the West Lafayette and 
Lafayette tree projects and is a volun-
teer at the Lilly Nature Center, and the 
Mind BOGgling Event. She always 
promotes MGATC and has been quot-
ed in many articles in the newspaper 
and Lafayette magazine. She is our cur-
rent By-Laws Committee chairperson, 
is on the Finance Committee and has 
been a past President and Treasurer, 
and a past Chair of the Demonstration 
Garden project. With her legal back-
ground, she is our go to person for le-
gal advice. Congratulations, Lynn! 
 
Margo Schuerman is the Rookie of 
the Year Award winner. This new 
award is given to a Master Gardener 
Intern who contributed the greatest 
number of volunteer hours and has 
shown positive enthusiasm from the 
beginning of the 2015 class to Decem-
ber 31, 2016. Margo earned 81.5 service 
hours and 45 education hours. She  
volunteered during class and through-
out the year while working full time 
and maintaining a Community Garden 
plot. She jumped right in and worked 
in the Demonstration Garden, the  
Display and Idea Gardens, and at  
the 2016 State Conference. Congratu-
lations, Margo!  
 

 Sue Hiser 
 

Before Today’s MGATC 
Gardens, Part III 
 
The TCEO gardens began as a dream 
by Walter Stirm, retired U.S. govern-
ment meteorologist working Purdue’s 
Agronomy Department, where his ser-
vices were greatly needed and appreci-
ated especially by those like my hus-
band who had soy bean plots for re-
search at the Agronomy Farm. The 
farm is now ACRE on U.S. 52 West 
where out association used to meet for 
our March banquet. Walt was a “one-
of-a-kind” gentleman - always think-
ing of others. He approached Jeff Phil-

lips (former Agronomy graduate stu-
dent and MG advisor) about using a 
portion of the large field south of the 
extension building as a demonstration 
garden. Lynn Layden, Don Nead, the 
Ferriers, Lily Fisher, Wanda Martin, 
and others joined Walt’s efforts with a 
variety of plantings and a raised bed 
herb garden. We harvested early in the 
morning and delivered to LUM food 
pantry or St. Ann’s Matthew 25 Soup 
Kitchen as produce “did its thing!” 
 
Over the years, Walt’s dream has 
flourished. Lynn Layden, a tremendous 
community resource, nominated Walt 
as a “Sagamore of the Wabash” and as 
a Lafayette Volunteer Bureau honoree. 
I even wrote a song about the Demo 
Garden which we sang at the MG 
Hoedown where Sue Scholer, one of 
our statehouse representatives, pre-
sented him the Sagamore award. Walt 
touched many MG lives, as evidenced 
by Rosie Lerner and many of us at his 
funeral. The Millards visited him in his 
last months, hoping to have him visit 
the gardens at the first garden Open 
House, but he was unable to attend. 
His legacy lives on in every pepper  
picked and tomato sampled. 
 

 Sheila Koller 
 

 (continued on page 7) 

 
GRILLED SPICED CHICKEN WINGS 

 

8 chicken wings (about 1 1/2 pounds), halved 
through the joint 

1 teaspoon olive oil 
2 teaspoons seafood seasoning (such as Old 

Bay) 
3 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

Ranch dressing, for dipping 

 
Heat grill to medium. In a large bowl, toss the 

wings with the oil and 1 teaspoon of seafood 
seasoning. Grill, uncovered, turning once, un-

til cooked through, 15 to 20 minutes. Meanwhile 
in a large bowl, combine the butter and the 

remaining teaspoon of seafood seasoning. Add 
the wings and toss to combine. Serve with 

Ranch Dressing for dipping.  Serves 4. 
 



MGATC Roots 

Taken from the February 1997 
Garden Beet  
 
“Tippecanoe Master Gardeners gath-
ered on January 14, 1997 at the Trails 
on Burnett Road for the annual  
awards banquet. The banquet began at 
6:30 p.m. with appetizers and socializ-
ing.  Dinner began at 7 p.m.  
 
“Rosie Lerner and Bev Netzhammer 
provided a humorous and entertaining 
slide show containing tips on what not 
to include in your home or business 
landscape entitled “Drive-by Shoot-
ings”. Following this talk the awards 
were presented by Rosie Lerner.  Rosie 
mentioned that the Tippecanoe Coun-
ty Master Gardeners accumulated 
3460 volunteer service hours and 907 
advanced training hours during 1996.”   
  

 Dee Dee Long 
 

Etc. 

(continued from page 6) 

 

Florida Connection 2017 
 
Keeping my hands dirty keeps me hap-
py. I know you can all relate. So as 
usual for the past five, plus years, I 
have attended the Collier County Gar-
den Workshop Series. It is a eleven- 
week series running 1 1/2 to two hours 
once a week. I don’t know how they 
accomplish not repeating topics, but 
they do. This year some of my favorite 
topics were: Gardening for the Birds, 
Crotons and Cordylines, Potmania, 
Simple Succulents, Bromeliads and the 
finale Garden Tour. 
 
The tour this year was at an historic 
home built for the conductor who ran 
the baggage and passages tram from 
the Naples pier to the Naples hotel. 
The garden evolved when the home 
was purchased by the current owners  

God made rainy  
days so gardeners 

could get the  
housework done 

                          Author Unknown  
 
in 1994. These owners built a 16x16 
foot, four story open tower around a 
Royal Palm. You can see the palm 
growing through the top level. The 
garden is enclosed by fencing and 
many varieties of ferns,  palms,  brome-
liads, vines, and  topical plants. It is so 
lush, dripping with texture and color, 
even though most of the garden is in 
dappled shade. The owner is also an 
artist, so there are hidden treasures 
throughout the garden. It was truly a 
wonderful experience. 
 
I also continue to volunteer one morn-
ing a week at the Naples Botanical 
Garden. This 80 acre garden continues 
to evolve. This year a redesigned Flori-
da Garden has been the hit with visi-
tors as is the orchid garden. I volunteer 
in the Florida idea garden. This year 
we are expanding and experimenting 
with vertical gardening. But, the main 
focus of the garden are vegetables that 
grow well in the Florida climate. Of 
course the growing season here is a 
little different than Indiana. Veggies 
grow well here October-May. The 
summer is so hot and wet, only some 
tomatoes, peppers, okra, and melons 
can survive. 
 
Being around all these gardening op-
portunities makes me feel right at 
home. But, I always look forward to 
returning home to get my hands dirty 
in my own garden and reconnect with 
my fellow Lafayette garden buddies. 
See you soon.   
 

 Esther Chosnek 

MGATC Scholarships 
 
At their meeting on 03/09/17, I pro-
posed to the Executive Committee of 
the MGATC that we change our schol-
arships to Purdue and Ivytech stu-
dents. The changes include awarding 
both scholarships in the fall and 
awarding the funds to the Purdue stu-
dent to go through the Department of 
Landscaping and Horticulture. More 
information will be forthcoming after 
possible MGATC Bylaw changes are 
completed, proposed, and approved. 
Thank you. 
 

 Ann Hunt, Scholarship Chairperson 
 

Green Book Updates 
 
Please change Jackie Chester’s email 
address to rjchester@comcast.net.  
 
Change Marilyn Redmon’s phone 
number to 765-426-2066.  
 
 (continued on page 8) 
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APRICOT-GLAZED PORK CHOPS 
  
2 teaspoons olive oil 

4 bone-in pork chops (1 inch thick; about     

2 1/2 pounds total) 

1/2 cup apricot preserves 

1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar 
 

Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium-

high heat. Season the pork chops with 1/2 

teaspoon each salt and pepper and cook 

until browned and cooked through 6 to 8 

minutes per side. Add the apricot pre-
serves and vinegar to the skillet and cook, 

turning the pork once until the apricot mix-

ture coats the pork, 1 to 2 minutes more. 

Serves 4. 

April prepares her green traffic light,  
and the world thinks GO!  

                                                                                                                            Christopher Morley 

mailto:rjchester@comcast.net
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Big Bug Hunt 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Join in the Big Bug Hunt to Beat Gar-
den Pests! 
 
Major citizen science project tracks garden 
bugs to identify when and how they spread 
 
Key points 

 
1. The Big Bug Hunt is an inter-

national research project to 
track when and how garden 
bugs spread. 

2.  Participants are helping to 
create a pest-alert system that 
will warn gardeners when 
pests are heading their way. 

3.  Anyone can take part and re-
porting a bug takes seconds. 
The more reports received, the 
quicker the pest-alert system 
can be developed. 

4.  Now in its second year, The 
Big Bug Hunt has already iden-
tified patterns in the way some 
major pests spread. Additional 
reports will improve accuracy 
and speed development of the 
pest-alert system. 

  
Full press release 
 
Have you ever longed to know when 
pests are going to attack your plants? 
A major international citizen science 
project plans to help you do exactly 
that by collecting information about 
garden bug behavior with the aim of 
notifying gardeners when pests are 
heading their way. Organizers of The 
Big Bug Hunt are inviting gardeners 
from across the country to report 
sightings of bugs as they appear. Now 
in its second year, the project has al-
ready found patterns of when and how 
key pests spread – but more reports 
will speed up development of the final 
pest-alert system. Reports can be 
made via The Big Bug Hunt website: 
BigBugHunt.com. 
 

Leading garden app developer Grow-
ing Interactive is working in collabora-
tion with world-class university re-
searchers to develop the most ad-
vanced pest prediction system availa-
ble. By combining reports made by 
gardeners with the latest develop-
ments in computer analysis the project 
team can identify signature patterns in 
when and how pests spread. The aim 
is to provide gardeners with early-
warning emails when pests are head-
ing their way – great news for organic 
gardeners relying on preventative 
measures to outwit pests! 
  
Of course, cutting-edge research like 
this doesn't happen overnight and The 
Big Bug Hunt team has major plans for 
the coming year as they examine how 
different weather patterns affect the 
way pests spread. Project Coordinator 
Jeremy Dore explains: “Last year we 
received more than 11,000 reports and 
with The Big Bug Hunt now firmly 
established we expect to receive even 
more. The more reports we get, the 
stronger the data and the sooner we 
can turn the results into an invaluable 
service for gardeners. 

 
“After just one year we’ve already sig-
nificantly improved methods of pre-
dicting major pests, such as aphids. By 
joining in with The Big Bug Hunt, gar-
deners have the opportunity to make a  
 

meaningful contribution towards 
tackling pests. A pest-alert system like 
the one we’re developing is within our 
grasp and stands to make organic con-
trol methods dramatically more effec-
tive.”  
 
Any bug, from slugs to Japanese bee-
tles, can be reported. The Big Bug 
Hunt is also tracking beneficial bugs 
such as bees, currently suffering seri-
ous population declines, to learn more 
about their range and spread. 
 
Getting involved in The Big Bug Hunt 
is easy and you don't have to register 
(how refreshing!). Simply head to 
BigBugHunt.com to report a bug, 
which takes just seconds. The website 
includes detailed pest identification 
guides – with effective treatment and 
prevention ideas – and you have the 
option to sign up for updates, bug-
busting emails and free downloadable 
charts. 
 
For further information, please con-
tact: 
Ben Vanheems 
Communications Manager 
+44 (0)7963 271517 
b.vanheems@growinginteractive.com 

or 
Jeremy Dore 
Project Coordinator 
+44 (0)1704 382639 
j.dore@growinginteractive.com 

 

 Ben Vanheems 
 The Big Bug Hunt 
 
 

Sweet April 
showers do 
spring May 

flowers 
                              Thomas Tusser  

http://www.BigBugHunt.com
http://www.bigbughunt.com
tel:+44%207963%20271517
mailto:b.vanheems@growinginteractive.com
mailto:j.dore@growinginteractive.com
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 Obviously, if you’re growing from 

seeds, your plants will take even 
longer to harvest; so even though 
you’re planting these in the early 
spring, most of these vegetables 
won’t be ready to be picked until 
mid-summer, at the earliest.  

 If you’re pressed for space, con-
sider interplanting, or growing 
two or more vegetables in the 
same area. This can help with 
space, pests, and weeding issues, 
but requires good planning: you 
must carefully space your plants, 
and consider when you’ll be har-
vesting each variety, as well as 
recognizing the light require-
ments for your different crops. 
This is good to remember if you’re 
interested in cool-weather vege-
tables, because by the time 
they’re ready to be harvested, 
your warm-weather vegetables 
will be ready to start their main 
growing process - so you can start 
your garden early, always with an 
eye on your summer crops. Rec-
ommended pairings include: rad-
ish and carrots, spinach and to-
matoes, and onions and cabbage. 

 
Also, don’t be afraid to keep a cloth or 
sheet handy for sudden cold days, so 
that you can cover your emerging 
plants if the weather gets too tough. 
Your garden, and eventually, your 
kitchen table, will thank you. 
 
So, now that you’ve finished reading 
this column and realized that it’s April 
already, it’s time to run to the store, 
buy your seeds, and get out there! 
 

Minutes 

(continued from page 2) 

 
Sue Hiser noted that time is getting 
close for the Great Annual Annual 
Planting (GAAP) at the Tippecanoe 
County Courthouse, Columbian Park 
and Zoo, the Art Museum,  and the 
Indiana Veterans’ Home. She will have 
sign-up sheets at the April meeting.   
 

Jerry Millard announced that Karen 
Mitchell will be sending a survey to all 
members regarding interest in starting 
meetings one-half hour earlier. 
 
Jerry Millard also asked for sugges-
tions of alternative locations for the 
awards banquet and the Christmas 
dinner meetings. Any suggestions 
should be directed to Jerry. 
 
Jan Sadler and Dee Dee Long asked 
everyone to mark their calendars for 
this year’s Open House which is 
scheduled for Sunday, August 13 from  
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Also, Jan Sadler report-
ed that there was a lot of interest in 
the bus trip to gardens around Nap-
panee, Goshen, and Elkhart, Indiana 
on Friday, July 28, so plans will pro-
ceed. Dee Dee Long reminded everyone 
that sign-up sheets were in the back of 
the room for the Garden Expo. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary 
 

Board Minutes 

(continued from page 3) 

 
Carol Byers left the meeting. 
 
Jan Sadler, Dee Dee Long, and Pat Mil-
ler volunteered to serve on a commit-
tee to check out options/costs to have 
these two meetings elsewhere. The 
committee will report back next 
month. Any decision change would be 
brought before the membership.    
 
Jerry Millard asked for any member-
ship update information. Dee Dilling 
asked if anyone had information  
about cards that need to be sent. None 
were reported.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
     

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary 
 
 
 

(continued from page 5) 

 

RIP Squad April Dates 
 
Below are the volunteer dates to pull 
garlic mustard for the Remove Invasive 
Plants (RIP) squad. The days are  
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Weeding bags will be pro-
vided, but please bring your own gar-
dening gloves and dress for poison ivy. 
 
Tuesday, April 4, Michaud-Sinninger 
Nature Area (Cumberland Woods) - 
meet in the Athletic Complex/Farmer’s Market 
parking lot, Salisbury Street entrance, north of 
Cumberland Avenue in West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, April 6, Ross Hills Park - 
meet at Ross House parking lot. Take 
South River Road/Division Road past Ft. Oui-
atenon, Granville  Bridge, and the Ravines Golf 
Course. Turn left on South 875 West, following 
the signs for Ross Hills Park. 

 
Tuesday, April 11, Happy Hollow  
Park - meet in the last parking lot (near Shel-
ter #4) after entering the park from Happy 
Hollow Road in West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, April 13, Prophet’s Rock 
Woods - meet at the little parking lot on 
Prophet’s Rock Road near Prophet’s Rock, just 
north of 600 North in Battle Ground. 

 
Tuesday, April 18, Happy Hollow Park  
 
Thursday, April 20, Ross Hills Park  
 
Tuesday, April, 25, Celery Bog Nature 
Area - meet at the parking lot closest to the 
Lilly Nature Center. The Lilly Nature Center is 
located on the north side of Lindberg Road 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCor-
mick Road in West Lafayette. 

 
Thursday, April 27, Prophet’s Rock 
Woods  
 
For more information, please contact 
Patty Jones by leaving a voicemail at 
765-463-3050 or email her at  
removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@ 
gmail.com. 
 
 

mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
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Word Thyme 

   By Erin Brock Carlson 
  
With our admittedly bizarre warm 
weather that we’ve been having since 
mid-February, our planting schedules 
and garden dreams are a little out of 
wack; however, we ought to remember 
that living in northern Indiana, we 
can’t get too carried away when the 
temperature climbs above 55 degrees 
in early spring.  
 
Typically, gardeners in this area have 
been advised to wait until mid-May 
(after Mother’s Day) to plant heat-
loving plants, to ensure that a late frost 
won’t ruin our gardens. Before this 
point, though, we still have a lot of 
options for gardening activities: clean-
ing up our garden beds, starting seeds 
and plants in containers so that we can 
bring them in in case of a frost, early 
pruning, and perhaps most excitingly: 
planting cold-weather crops in the 
vegetable garden.  

There are a number of different online 
resources that provide month-by-
month timelines for gardeners, includ-
ing the calendars on the Purdue Horti-
culture and Landscape Architecture 
site (available here: https://www.  
purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/
publication/gardening-calendars/). 
The April calendar has a variety of 
tasks listed, including reminders  
to plant: 
 

 Cool-season crops that can be 
direct-seeded include peas, let-
tuce, spinach, carrots, beets, tur-
nips, parsnips, and Swiss chard. 

 Transplants of cool-season crops, 
such as broccoli, cauliflower, cab-
bage, Brussels sprouts, kohlrabi, 
and onions. 

 
These examples above represent a 
wide range of vegetables that you can 
begin to work with while a frost is still 

possible, but it is important to note 
which can be planted directly into  
the ground as seeds, and which  
should be transplants (in many cases, 
you can start these seeds indoors  
during winter).  
 
Our Master Gardener training pro-
vides a lot of information about plant-
ing cool-season vegetables, but here’s 
some reminders that might be useful  
to review:  
 

 Some leafy cool-weather vegeta-
bles, like kale, spinach, cabbage, 
and lettuce, will flower or “bolt,” 
when the weather gets too warm, 
which results in a bitter taste. Be 
sure to harvest the leaves of these 
plants continuously through the 
growing season, and avoid eating 
once temperatures rise. 

 (continued on page 9)  
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