
April 2018 

A Word from Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

April 3  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

The Art of Dahlia Growing,  
Showing and Storing 

Jim Mailloux 
There will be a slideshow presen-
tation on dahlias and tubers available 
for purchase. 
 

May 1  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Aeroponic Tower Farming 
Austin Kasso & Dino Vitale 

 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

Spring is almost here but they are pre-
dicting a snowstorm for this weekend. 
My daffodils and tulips are out of the 
ground and look ready to bloom, so I 
have to believe spring is just around 
the corner! We are almost to April, so I  
hope all of you are planning to attend 
and participate in the Garden Expo on 
April 28th. It is a wonderful oppor-

tunity for you to get volunteer hours 
and help raise funds for our organiza-
tion. Please plan on attending and vol-
unteering for this worthwhile event if 
you haven’t signed up yet. Hopefully 
we will have lots of plants for sale and 
lots of garden items as well as baked 
goods. Jolaine and I look forward to 
your comments and participation in 

meetings and discussions on the future 
of our organization and direction we 
need to take. Please let us know your 
opinions and suggestions. We look 
forward to your comments and want 
your participation. Get ready for the 
Expo and spring!    
 

Cheryl McCool & Jolaine Roberts 

GAAP 

 
It’s time to sign up for GAAP (Great 
Annual Annual Planting) 2018. Spring 
will soon be in the air and Master Gar-
deners love to plant. GAAP is the time 
we serve our community and make it 
more beautiful by planting annual, and 
some perennial, flowers in public loca-
tions around town. 
 
Plan to sign up for GAAP at the April 
MGATC meeting or email me with  
when and where you want to plant. 
 
GAAP planting days for this year will 
be May 8, 9, 10, and 11.   
   
Tuesday, May 8, 9:30 a.m. 
Columbian Park and Zoo 
Meet at the triangle              
                         
Wednesday, May 9, 9:30 a.m.  
Indiana Veteran’s Home 
Meet at the shelter 
               
Thursday, May 10, 9:30 a.m.  
Lafayette Art Museum 
Meet at the parking lot off                 

10th Street             
  

 

 
Friday, May 11, 9:30 a.m.  
Court House 
Meet at corner of Columbia and        

4th Streets 
Pedestrian Bridge 
Meet at the east end of the bridge 
 
The rain date will be Friday,     
May 11 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
We hope it will be sunny and warm, 
but we will still plant in a light 
rain. Please bring your gloves  
and trowel.  
 
There are lots of plants to put in the 
ground and we need many hands. If 
something happens and you are  
unable to come on the date you signed 
up for, please call or email Sue to let 
her know.    
  
Questions, please call 583-2624 or 
email at landshiser@gmail.com. 
 
                                                                         Sue Hiser   
 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
mailto:landshiser@gmail.com
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The evening began with a catered din-
ner at Judi’s Catering. Prior to the 
meal, Mickey Penrod gave a blessing. 
 
After dinner, Jan Sadler introduced the 
evening’s speakers, Dr. Anjali Iyer-
Pascuzzi and John Cavaletto. Both 
speakers conduct research in Purdue 
University’s Department of Botany and 
Plant Pathology. Their presentation, 
“Probiotics for Plants,” detailed how 
beneficial microbes affect plant health 
within a garden setting. They also ad-
vertised that they will be conducting a 
free two-week workshop from July 10-
19 that teaches participants how to 
discover plant associated bacteria in 
their gardens. 
 
Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 7:47 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the February monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the March issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray gave the Treasurer’s Report 
through February 2018. After adding 
income and deducting expenses, the 
checking account balance at the end of 
the month was $28,069. After deduct-
ing the restricted funds, which in-
cludes the Dona Brown memorial 
funds, the available checking account 
balance was $19,047. The savings ac-
count balance was $10,532. 
 
Cheryl McCool provided an update  
on the Garden Expo planning. Dona-
tions of plants, desserts, and garden 
shed items would be greatly appre-
ciated. Desserts should be individually 
bagged and labelled if possible. She 
also clarified that Master Gardeners 
can participate in the raffle. Postcards 
and fliers were provided at the meet-
ing for distribution. 
 
In addition, Cheryl McCool listed  
the available volunteer positions:  
volunteer coordinator and public 
workshop coordinator. She noted that 
one person has volunteered as a public 
workshop coordinator, but any other 

volunteers would also be welcome as  
a co-chair. Those interested should 
contact Cheryl. 
 
Cheryl McCool then asked members 
for feedback regarding memorial funds 
for Dona Brown. She proposed either 
having a memorial stone made to be 
placed in the Extension Gardens’ 
Hope Garden and designating the rest 
of the money for Master Gardener 
class scholarships or using the entire 
amount for scholarships. She then 
asked for a vote; the majority of at-
tendees voted for the stone and schol-
arships combination. 
 
Jerry Millard presented the Out-
standing Master Gardener of the  
Year Award to Jan Sadler and  
Julieann Davis. 
 
Cheryl McCord then presented the 
Support Person of the Year Award  
to Billie Seaton. 
 
Cheryl McCord also presented  
the Rookie of the Year Award to 
Kathryn Reeves. 
 
Karen Mitchell and Cheryl McCool 
presented the Master Gardener badges 
and certificates as follows: 
 
Certified Master Gardener: Colleen 
Bjork, Georgia Brist, Erin Carlson, Lin-
da Gudeman, Michal Hathaway, Sha-
ron Held, Nicki Lekas, Brian Leung, 
Mary McIntyre, Kristen Noel, Sam 
Noel, Brooke Perez, Marilyn Redmon, 
Kathryn Reeves, Chris Schneidt, and 
Diane Velten. 
Advanced Master Gardener: Anne 
Brickler, Donna Cumberland, Diana 
Hallenbeck, Karen Hickman, Nicki 
Lekas, and Kathryn Reeves. 
Bronze Level: Diana Allen, Melinda 
Patton, and Mary Quinn. 
Silver Level: Mary Isaacs and Beth 
Russell.  
Gold Level, 1000 Hours: Pollyn Aranas, 
Brenda Carton, Esther Chosnek,  
Julieann Davis, Bill Hayes, Jan Sadler, 
and Jim Smith. 

Gold Level, 2000 Hours: Connie King-
man and Mickey Penrod. 
Gold Level, 4000 Hours: Jerry Millard. 
Gold Level, 5000 Hours: Linda Cooper. 
Karen Mitchell thanked everyone for 
their hard work and remarked that she 
was grateful to be a part of the Master 
Gardener group. 
 
Chery McCool thanked Judi’s Cater-
ing for providing a great dinner. Jan 
Sadler thanked Marilyn Redmond and 
the social committee for decorating 
the banquet room. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer’s  

Report 

 
At this point in the middle of March 
we added $503 from three deposits. 
The biggest was cash and checks  
from the Awards Banquet. One more 
Expo vendor sent a check, and another 
$140 came as a donation to the Dona 
Brown memorial. 
 
The only expenses were $1,991 for 
meals at the Awards Banquet and a 
$100 reimbursement for speaker gifts 
from the last few meetings. 
 
This brought our checking balance to 
$26,480 with the unrestricted portion 
at $17,980. I expect no changes be-
tween now and the end of the month 
except possibly some more Expo ven-
dor checks. I’ll give everyone a com-
plete update at the next meeting. 
 

Jim Jeray, Treasurer 
 
 
 

MGATC Minutes: March 6, 2018, 6:30 p.m., Judi’s 



Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 6:18 p.m. Present for the meet-
ing were Jerry Millard, Cheryl 
McCool, Dee Dee Long, Jan Sadler,  
Pat Miller, Jim Jeray, and Kristen Noel. 
 
The February Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the March 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray provided an update from the 
Treasurer’s Report given at the March 
monthly meeting. Two hundred nine-
ty-four dollars of the funds reserved 
for the March banquet meal remained 
unused. After paying for the banquet,  
a balance of $19,090 in total unre-
stricted funds remain. Dee Dee Long 
then suggested that a portion of the 
restricted funds that remain from  
completed projects could be used for 
mulch and other items for the Exten-
sion Gardens in preparation for the 
Open House. She agreed to inquire 
with garden chairpersons to get an 
estimate of the money needed. 
 
In response to the February call for 
Green Book corrections, Dee Dee Long 
reported that she received multiple 
emails about errors. The Board then 
discussed how to minimize errors in 
the future and streamline the publica-
tion process. Jim Jeray clarified that 
the total amount of printing and mail-
ing the Green Books was $225, or 
$2.35 per book. 
 
As the start of the fiscal year will be 
adjusted this year, the Board discussed 
the appropriate date for collecting  
the dues for 2019. November 1, 2018 is 
the recommended date for commenc-
ing dues collection and Green Book 
submissions will be due by mid-
February 2019. 
 
In reference to the March Awards Ban-
quet, Jan Sadler and Dee Dee Long sug-
gested potentially renting out a space 
for the March 2019 banquet where 
members would still provide dishes for 
the meal. The December banquet could 
still be a catered banquet meal. No fur-
ther action was taken. 

Cheryl McCool provided an update  
on the Garden Expo planning. She  
noted that some additional vendors 
have signed up and that Monique  
Fontaine has committed to running 
the plant sale. 
 
In response to the Dona Brown memo-
rial vote at the Tuesday monthly meet-
ing, the Board further discussed how 
to best honor Dona’s memory and 
commitment to the Extension Gar-
dens. The Board agreed to delay com-
mitting to further action until April. 
 
Jan Sadler provided a list of previous 
Garden Expo attendees who signed  
in and provided an email address. In 
order to advertise for this year’s event, 
Cheryl agreed to ask Andy Hughes  
if he can create a master list to send  
an email. 
 
Cheryl McCool gave an update on 
available volunteer positions. She re-
ceived no additional responses after 
announcing the positions at the 
monthly meeting. Jan Sadler volun-
teered for the volunteer coordinator 
position. Cheryl McCool will send an 
email blast and a Garden Beet notifica-
tion appointing Jan as chairperson. 
 
Jim Jeray reviewed recently received 
mail. An additional $140 was received 
in memory of Dona Brown. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.  
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
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 Apple Ginger Sausage with 

Sauteed Kale Breakfast  
   

1/2 pound ground turkey 

1/2 pound ground pork 

1 teaspoon salt, divided 

Freshly ground pepper 
1 medium Gala apple, medium dice (about 1 

cup) 

2 teaspoons grated ginger 

1 large bunch kale 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter 

Juice of 1/2 lemon, more to taste 
 

Preheat oven to 425°. Line a baking sheet 

with parchment paper. In a large bowl, 

place turkey and pork. Sprinkle 3/4 tea-

spoon of the salt and pepper over top; then 

add apple and ginger. With lightly oiled 

hands, mix only until incorporated. Form 

mixture into eight patties, about 3/4-inch 

thick, and place on baking sheet. Bake  

15–17 minutes, until firm to touch and juices 

run clear. 
 

Meanwhile, remove stems from kale. 

Roughly chop into bite-sized pieces. Kale 

stems can be saved and added to a freezer 

bag of vegetable scraps to later be used 

for vegetable broth. Melt butter in a large 

skillet over medium heat. Add kale and re-
maining 1/4 teaspoon salt. Sauté 4 minutes 

until leaves are bright green and volume 

has reduced by about half. Season with 
lemon juice, adding more to taste. Serve 

sausage over a mound of greens. Serves 4.  
                                            - Genevieve Doll 

Awake, thou wintry earth - 
Fling off thy sadness! 

Fair vernal flowers, laugh forth 
Your ancient gladness 

                          Thomas Blackburn, An Easter Hymn 

MGATC Board: February 8, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 



Expo Exchange  Et Cetera 

Just Desserts Café 

The Just Desserts Garden Café needs: 
 

 Fruit Pies 
 Brownies 
 Cookies 
 Bar Cookies 
 Fudge 
 Snack Mixes 
 Homemade Candies 

 
Please label what the item is and if it is 
sugar free, gluten free, low carb, etc. 
Bring a box of quart sized, zip lock 
bags or small plates.   
 
Thanks so much! 
 

Jeri Bosworth Parker 
 

Garden Expo Raffle 
 
This year at the Garden Expo we will 
have a raffle of garden items to support 
the scholarships MGATC gives to Pur-
due and Ivy Tech students. We have 
two garden tubs to fill with new items 
such as pruners and other hand tools, 
pots, grow bags, garden books, and 
other gardening items. If you have any 
donations for the raffle please bring 
them to the April meeting or contact 
me at 765-714-5463 or pmillerathome@ 
comcast.net with any questions. 
 

Pat Miller 
 

Facebook 
 
The Garden Expo is now an event on 
Facebook. Please like and share the 
event  from the page, Master Gardener 
Association of Tippecanoe County.  
 
Locations for Wednesdays in the Wild: 
DELPHI (Canal Park): Meet at 1:00 p.m. at the Canal 
Center in Canal Park (1030 West Washington Street) or 
join the 12:30 p.m. carpool from WNC in Battle Ground. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette at 1620 Lindberg Road 
MARTELL (Purdue FNR’s Martell Forest): Meet at 1 p.m.  
In the parking lot of the Wright Forestry Center at 1007 
County Road 725 W in West Lafayette.  
NICHES/SB (Shawnee Bottoms): Meet at 1 p.m. in the 
property parking lot (directions at www.nicheslandtrust.org) 
or join the noon carpool from LNC. 
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle Ground, at 
the end of the Battlefield Monument parking lot off North 9th  
Streeet in Tippecanoe Battlefield Park. 

Green Book Updates 
 
Please update this information for Lisa 
Kirk: 

1703 B N Chauncey Court 
Lafayette, Indiana 47905 

 

Chatham Square Gardens 
 
Chatham Square Gardens has garden 
spots available. If you are interested in 
one, contract me at  765-426-2340 or 
at lilly8941@frontier.com. 
 

Perry Schnarr 
 

What’s  

Happening 

 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

March 28  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Landscaping for Butterflies  

& Other Pollinators 
Sandy Belth 

Learn about the biology and physiolo-
gy of butterflies and other pollinators 
with Sandy Belth (Assistant Natural-
ist, Monroe County Parks Depart-
ment). Host and nectar sources will 
also be covered, to aid in planning 
spring landscaping. Jeff Belth’s book 
“Butterflies of Indiana: A Field Guide” 
will be available for purchase for $20 
(cash or check). 

 

April 4  1-3 p.m.  DELPHI 
Deer Creek Area Exploration Walk 

Dan McCain 
Dan McCain (local Delphi historian) 
will lead a carpool to Deer Creek Bi-
centennial Park, High Bridge, and 
NICHES Gerard Reserve, as time al-
lows. Other sites may be explored 
based on hiker preferences. Enjoy the 
beauty and history of these unique 
Delphi locations! Carpool at 12:30 p.m.  
from WNC, Battle Ground. 
 
                                (What’s Happening is  
                                 continued on page 5) 

 April 11  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Biodiversity at the Bog: 
An Armchair Trail Walk 

Sam Postlethwait 
Dr. Sam Postlethwait (Purdue Univer-
sity professor emeritus of Botany) will 
share his photographic and education-
al skills by presenting a DVD he devel-
oped to showcase the progression of 
life along the Celery Bog Nature Area 
trails from March-June. Come see im-
ages of the many plants and animals 
that call the Celery Bog “home!”  
 
April 18  1-3 p.m.  NICHES/SB 

Spring at Shawnee Bottoms 
Susan Ulrich 

 Join Susan Ulrich (avid birder and 
naturalist) on a hike through this 
NICHES nature preserve in Fountain 
County, observing wildflowers, birds, 
fungi, and other spring surprises along 
the way. Bring binoculars and cameras. 
A carpool leaves LNC at noon. 
 

April 25  1-3 p.m.  MARTELL 
The Role of Research in  

Understanding Forest Secrets 
Brian Beheler 

Brian Beheler (Martell Forest Property 
Manager) will host this fascinating 
tour of research sites in a local forest. 
Purdue researchers will describe pro-
jects on American Chestnut breeding, 
saw-whet owl banding, conversion of 
forest stands from pine to hardwood 
species, and white oak regeneration 
successes. A people mover will drive us 
to the sites; some easy hiking will take 
place during the program.  
 

May 2  1-3 p.m.  DPL 
Hunting Woolly Mammoths: 

The Role of the Atlatl 
Anita & Frank Lukes 

The atlatl and the spear it propelled 
was a bridge between throwing a 
spear by hand and the bow and arrow. 
Anita and Frank Lukes (World Atlatl        
Association members) will share the 
ancient and modern use of the atlatl in 
the U.S. and around the world. 
Weather permitting, you’ll see the at-
latl used and can try it yourself. Car-
pool from WNC, Battle Ground at 
12:30 p.m. 
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It is only the farmer who faithfully plants seeds  
in the Spring, who reaps a harvest in the Autumn 

                                                                                                                                             B. C. Forbes 

 
Cucumber Radish Salad    

 

1 cup white vinegar 

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil  
4 tablespoons granulated sugar 

1 teaspoon dried or fresh dill weed 
2 teaspoons celery seed 

1 teaspoon salt (more or less, to taste) 
1/2 teaspoon fresh cracked black pepper 

(more or less, to taste) 
1 English cucumber, washed and sliced 

(about 3 cups sliced) 
1 bunch radishes, washed and sliced (about 

3 cups) 

  
In a large bowl, whisk together the white 

vinegar, olive oil, sugar, dill weed, celery 
seed, salt, and pepper until sugar and salt is 

dissolved. Add cucumbers and radishes. Stir 
well to evenly coat vegetables. Serve imme-

diately or cover and refrigerate before 
serving. Serves 4-6. 

  - The blond Cook serving up cooking simplicity 

(continued from back) 

 
Outside in the vegetable garden, cool 
season crops should be planted. It’s 
really challenging to get just the right 
amount of carrot seeds evenly spaced 
in a shallow furrow and when you 
have to thin them later, the scent at-
tracts droves of carrot flies. Sometimes 
small seeds like carrots and parsley are 
more easily planted using seed tapes. 
Commercial ones, with precisely 
spaced seed, are available but you can 
make them yourself.  
 
DIY seed tape and “glue” formula: 
mix one tablespoon of cornstarch with 
one cup of water in a saucepan. Heat 
and stir until simmering as the mix 
thickens to a gravy-like consistency. 
Pour into a pie pan or shallow dish or 
plate, and allow to cool. It will thicken 
more as it sets. Cut very thin brown 
paper napkins (fast food restaurant 
type) into long strips, about 2” wide 
and fold in half to make a long strip 1” 
wide. Open fold and put dots of corn-
starch “glue” on the paper one inch 
apart and put one seed on each dot. 
Allow it to dry and refold paper. These 
can be made ahead or planted immedi-
ately in a shallow furrow. Cover seed 
tape with vermiculite or coarse sand to 
prevent crusting of soil and aid emer-
gence. Seedlings should emerge in 7-10 
days. All this effort means you won’t 
have to thin carrots later. We hate 
thinning carrots. 
 
Indoors, the plants we’re growing for 
the Garden Expo and for our own gar-
den are coming along very nicely. A lot 
of things will be ready to be potted up 
and moved out to a cold frame soon. 
We found some good-sized translu-
cent plastic storage bins with match-
ing clear tops and two latches - these 
are wonderful temporary cold frames. 
Prop the latch open on one side for 
daytime ventilation and close up at 
night. They’re also easy to carry inside 
in case of hard frost. 

April TO-DO List: 
 

 Start vegetable and herb seeds  
indoors - tomato, eggplant,        
cucumber, basil, and other warm 
season crops; 

 Sow flower seeds indoors - mari-
golds, zinnias, and other quick 
annuals (check the seed packet for 
those that need to be started 2-4 
weeks before the last frost); 

 Make sure seedlings have good air 
circulation indoors; 

 Sow or transplant outdoors -  
spinach, lettuce, salad greens, 
peas, radish, broccoli, cabbage, 
onions, leeks, chives, and other 
cool season crops; 

 Lift and divide perennials; 
 Add compost/organic matter to 

vegetable and flower beds; 
 Remove winter mulch from straw-

berries and perennials; 
 Prune dead or damaged branches 

from trees, shrubs, and roses. Wait 
to prune maples until they start to 
bud out to avoid excessive sap 
running. Don’t prune oak trees 
during active growth from April 
through June; 

 More at: https://www.purdue.edu/
hla/sites/yardandgarden/april-
calendar/; 

 Mark your calendar: “National 
Find A Rainbow Day” is April 3rd. 

 

Happening 

(continued from page 4) 

 

RIP Squad 
 
April volunteer opportunities to pull 
garlic mustard are below. Weeding 
bags will be provided. Please bring 
your own gardening gloves and dress 
for poison ivy. For “iffy” weather or 
other questions call me at 765-463-
3050 or email to RemoveInvasive 
Plants.WCINPAWS@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All RIP times are 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 3 - Michaud-Sinninger 

Nature Area 
Wednesday, April 4 - NICHES Moyer-

Gould Woods (near Delphi) 
Thursday, April 5 - Prophet’s Rock 

Woods 
Tuesday, April 10 - Happy Hollow 

Park 
Wednesday, April 11 - Celery Bog Na-

ture Area 
Thursday, April 12 - Ross Hills Park 
Tuesday, April 17 - Celery Bog Nature 

Area 
Wednesday, April 18 - NICHES 

Gladys and Al Wright Rock Creek 
Nature Preserve(near Wil-
liamsport) 

Thursday, April 19 - Prophet’s Rock 
Woods 

Tuesday, April 24 - Michaud-
Sinninger Nature Area 

Wednesday, April 25 - Celery Bog Na-
ture Area 

Thursday, April 28 - Ross Hills Park 
 

Patty Jones 

https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/april-calendar/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/april-calendar/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/april-calendar/
mailto:RemoveInvasivePlants.WCINPAWS@gmail.com
mailto:RemoveInvasivePlants.WCINPAWS@gmail.com
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Garden Expo & Plant Sale - Saturday, April 28th  

Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

What an inspiring time of year! The 
winter aconites and crocuses that 
emerged in late February were a prel-
ude to masses of beautiful spring bulbs 
and flowering trees. Gardeners and 
their plants endured an unusually cold 
period in March. Happily, fresh leaves 
of emerging perennial flowers prove 
they survived the awful sub-zero cold 
last winter. Unfortunately, perennial 
weeds survived too.  
 
In our little Garden of Weedin’, dandeli-
ons started growing during mild days 
in February and must go before their 
flowers set seed. Whenever possible, 
we prefer not to use herbicides. A 
great tool is a stand-up weeder - 

many brands are available. We’ve 
found it’s easy to center the spiked 
plunger over a weed, step on it, give 
the handles a twist, pull up to yank the 
weed out, push the spring release, and 
drop the weed into a bucket. We enjoy 
doing this as a team. It has been sug-
gested that the person carrying the 
bucket could also carry a cold beer for 
the weeder guy. Admittedly, no tool 
gets the whole dandelion root out of 
heavy clay soil, but we have fewer and 
smaller weeds each year.  
 
Even the tiniest Japanese honeysuckle 
has a shockingly long root. If you’ve 
ever tried to weed out little unwanted 
tree or shrub seedlings only to have 

them break off at the root, you know 
they’ll be back. A pair of pliers or  
Vise-Grip locking pliers is really use-
ful to eliminate unwanted woody seed-
lings, especially when the soil is very 
moist at this time of year. Grab at or 
just below the root flair and pull - slow  
and steady - and the whole root will 
come out.  
 
Early to mid April is a good time to lift 
and divide perennials. Pot up extras so 
they have time to grow beautifully for 
the Garden Expo on April 28. While 
you’re growing flowers, herbs, and 
vegetables for your garden, pot some 
up for the Expo sale too.  

 (continued on page 5)  


