
April 2019 

I am sure you all join me in offering 
well deserved congratulations to all 
our Master Gardeners advancing to 
the next level; our Rookie of the Year, 
Guido Nizzi; Support Person of the 
Year, Chris Ramsey; and the Outstand-
ing Master Gardener of the Year, Jim 
Jeray. Have you ever wondered how 
these individuals are chosen? 
 
For the Rookie award, the selection 
committee consists of the current  
Co-Presidents and Past Co-Presidents 
serving on the MGATC Board of  
Directors. To be considered for the 
award, dues must be current and a 
minimum of 35 volunteer hours must 
have been obtained. In addition to  
the volunteer hours, the committee 
also considers class attendance, Mas-
ter Gardener meetings attended,  
with volunteer hours being the most 
important factor. 
 
The Support Person and Outstanding 
Master Gardener are selected by the 
same committee, consisting of past 
recipients of the Master Gardener of 
the Year Award. The “selection com-
mittee” portion of the process consists 
of 3-4 of the most recent recipients. 
They are tasked with reviewing mem-
ber’s volunteer hours, monthly meet-
ing attendance, those who volunteer 
for more than one project, helping 
others grow, and their contribution 
to the organization’s success. Of 
course, to be eligible for these 
awards, the member must also be 
current on dues, volunteered no 
less than 12 hours and have ob-
tained at least six hours of continu-

ing education. The selection com-
mittee then presents a slate of  
potential candidates to all active 
past recipients of the Outstanding 
Master Gardener Award for a vote. 
A few years ago, we recognized 
that important volunteering hap-
pened in many places that were not 
necessarily garden related. Thus, 
we introduced the Support Person 
award to recognize members who con-
tribute significantly to the association 
in other ways. 
 
This is a very abbreviated summary of 
the process, but as you can see, a great 
deal of time is put into the process. 
Many thanks to all those involved. It is 
always a hard decision to choose only 
one person when there are so many 
deserving Master Gardeners. 
 
Now we are approaching our all-
important Garden Expo. It is a signifi-
cant money raiser for our group, but 
more importantly it is a wonderful 
opportunity to offer education and 
gardening resources to our communi-
ty, and we do it for FREE! I know 
Cheryl and others have talked about 
the various opportunities to donate or 
volunteer for this event and I hope you 
have signed up or perhaps plan to do-
nate to the plant sale, garden shed, or 

café. Here are photos of some the  
tomatoes and peppers we started at 
our house, but they have gotten so  
big, I don’t know if we will be able to 
get them back to Indiana. See you at 
the Expo.      
 

 Jolaine 

A Word from Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

April 2  6:30 p.m.  TCEO  
6 p.m. Social Time 

Beetle Study 
Christie N. Shee 

Christie will speak on the beetle study 
she conducted the summer of 2018 at 
the TCEO gardens. 
  

May 5  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Gardening Tools for People with 
Disabilities or Those Who are 

Getting Older 
Stephen Swain 

Stephen is an ATP (Assistive Technol-
ogy Professional) Rural Rehabilitation 
Specialist and Assistive Technology 
Specialist Indiana AgrAbility Project/
National AgrAbility Project. 
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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Annual Awards Banquet 
 
Prior to the carry-in meal, Sheila Koller 
offered an introduction and a blessing. 
At 6:50 p.m., Jan Sadler introduced Bill 
Dilling. Bill’s presentation, “Bill Dil-
ling’s Greenhouse,” detailed the 
maintenance of his greenhouse and the 
varieties of plants grown within. 
 
Karen Mitchell, Jan Sadler, and Dee 
Dee Long presented the 2019 awards. 
Master Gardeners who earned the lev-
els of certified, advanced, bronze, sil-
ver, and gold were recognized and in-
vited to the front, where they received 
a certificate and a name badge. 
 
Karen Mitchell reminded members to 
submit hours, either online or by sub-
mitting their hours to her office. She 
then thanked everyone for their hard 
work throughout the year. 
 
Julieann Davis and Jan Sadler present-
ed the 2018 Outstanding Master Gar-
dener award to Jim Jeray. Billie Seaton 
presented the 2018 Support Person of 
the Year award to Chris Ramsey. Ka-
ren Mitchell presented the 2018 Rook-
ie of the Year award to Guido Nizzi. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler called the 
meeting to order at 8:17 p.m. 
 
The February meeting minutes were 
approved as posted in the March issue 
of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the treasurer’s  
report. He reminded members to  
submit a request form, located on  
the website, with their receipts to  
be reimbursed. He noted that as of 
March 5th, only 71% of the projected 
income for dues had been collected. 
Expo vendor fees of $540 were sub-
mitted through February. 
 
Billie Seaton reported that 146 mem-
bers had paid their dues as of March. 
 
Jan Sadler announced available volun-
teer positions: Cumberland Park 

Adopt-A-Spot, GAAP coordinator 
(beginning 2020), and landscaping 
work for the Lafayette Transitional 
Home. Mona Cavanaugh volunteered 
to serve as social committee chairper-
son but requests help with setting up 
for meetings. 
 
Dee Dee Long asked members to sign-
up to volunteer for the Garden Expo or 
consider growing plants and baking 
desserts for the event. She also asked 
for donations of newspaper and bags 
for the 300 donated trees that will be 
given away to attendees. 
 
Monique Fontaine reminded members 
to use or create descriptive plant labels 
and use clean pots for the plant sale. 
She would appreciate any donations of 
boxes for moving plants. She also an-
nounced an April 3rd planting party, 
where members can create plant tags, 
repot starters, and foster plants until 
the sale. 
 
Pat Miller asked members to consider 
donating items for the Garden Expo 
raffle. The 2018 raffle raised nearly 
$700 and would like to raise the same 
amount or more this year. Text, call, or 
email Pat with any questions or items. 
Master Gardeners can buy raffle tick-
ets to participate. 
 
Julieann Davis reported that she has 
been writing several grants for the 
community gardens and has found it 
helpful to provide descriptions of the 
gardens in her grants. She asked gar-
den chairs to consider writing short 
descriptions or annual reports with 
pictures to be used for fundraising. 
 
Perry Schnarr announced that there 
are five gardens open at Chatham 
Square. Chi-hua Huang announced 
that the Cumberland Park Garden has 
several available plots for rent. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she met 
with Indiana Soil and Water to dis-
cuss a plan for the compost pile. She 
showed members a map of the pro- 
 

posed compost bins and detailed how 
the compost will be turned. In addi-
tion, Soil and Water proposed to plant 
a pollinator mix by the compost pile in 
the three-acre area currently dominat-
ed by ragweed. Exact locations for 
drop-off bins through the gardens have 
not yet been determined. Soil and Wa-
ter will cover approximately 75% of 
the costs. 
 
Jim Jeray announced that two 50-
gallon rain barrels were available  
in the Extension Gardens for any- 
one interested. 
 
Joyce Pearson and Mona Cavanaugh 
announced the door prize winners 
who received the table centerpieces. 
 
With no further business, Dee Dee 
Long and Jan Sadler adjourned the 
meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer's  
Report 
 
March is a slow month with both in-
come and expenses low and about 
equal. We had a few more dues paid, 
and the last of the Expo vendor checks 
arrived in the mail. Expenses included 
table settings for the March meeting, 
some of which doubled as door prizes, 
and a few administrative expenses. 
 
It is interesting that this was the first 
year we budgeted a small amount for 
Amazon Smile plus undirected dona-
tions. It’s good news that we are al-
ready almost half way there. 
 

See you at  
the meeting, 

Jim Jeray  
Treasurer 

 
 

MGATC Minutes: March 5, 2019, 6 p.m., TCEO 



Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 6:07 p.m. In attendance were 
Dee Dee Long, Cheryl McCool, Jim 
Jeray, Pat Miller, Jeri Bosworth Parker, 
Kristen Noel, and Karen Mitchell. 
 
The minutes of the February meeting 
were approved as posted in the March 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the Treasurer’s re-
port. The beginning balance for March 
was $38,983. Income of $137 included 
$90 in Garden Expo vendor fees and  
a $20 donation. Expenses of $174 in-
cluded $122 for the March awards 
banquet. As of March 14th, the total 
balance was $28,946, with $16,520  
in unrestricted funds and savings  
of $10,537. 
 
Jim Jeray noted that he spoke with 
Billie Seaton regarding 2019 member-
ship; approximately 70 2018 members 
have not paid their dues. The Board 
discussed this decrease and resolved to 
send a reminder. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported on available 
volunteer positions for the Cumber-
land Adopt-A-Spot and GAAP. Mona 
Cavanaugh volunteered to serve as 
Social Committee Chair provided she 
has help setting up before meetings. 
Kathryn Reeves and Brenda Carton 
volunteered for the Lafayette Transi-
tional Housing request announced at 
the March monthly meeting. Dee Dee 
Long suggested organizing a commu-
nity clean-up day for the extension 
sign bed since no one is currently  
responsible for maintaining it. 
 
Cheryl McCool noted that a Duke En-
ergy engineer assessed the extension 
office gardens for future electrical 
work. Cheryl will report once she re-
ceives a quote. She will also research 
grant opportunities with Duke Energy. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that she at-
tended a grant meeting at the Lafa-
yette Country Club; several local pri-
vate and corporate foundations were 

in attendance. The Board discussed 
potential funding opportunities relat-
ed to the transfer of ownership of the 
extension office and adjacent proper-
ty the next two years. In addition, the 
Board discussed how the Memory, 
Flagpole, and Extension Sign Gardens 
will function if the property is sold to 
a private business. 
 
Pat Miller presented a tentative plan 
for the annual bus trip to visit the 
Chicago Botanical Garden. This trip 
would take place on a Thursday or 
Friday in June or July, accommodate 
approximately 50 people, and cost an 
estimated $60-$80 with support from 
MGATC. Pat will compile more infor-
mation for the April monthly meeting. 
 
Jim Jeray announced that the LUM 
food pantry will be closing. He then 
suggested that someone explain the 
security system and available tools for 
members at the April monthly meet-
ing. Karen Mitchell demonstrated the 
security system app, which may be 
used by key holders. 
 
Jim Jeray asked the Board to raise  
his check writing limit from $500 to 
$1,000; the board voted to approve  
this change. 
 
The Board then discussed the Garden 
Expo planning and set-up logistics. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that  
Purdue Associate Professor of Horti-
culture Lori Hoagland approached  
her asking for a potential collabora-
tion regarding research on urban  
agriculture and soil sampling. Karen 
will write a letter of support for  
the project. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl 
McCool adjourned the meeting  
at 7:25 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
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MGATC Board: March 14, 2019, 6 p.m., TCEO 

 
Lemon Asparagus 

 

1 1/2 pound asparagus, trimmed 
1 tablespoon lemon juice 

1 teaspoon Dijon mustard 
2 tablespoons olive oil 

kosher salt 
black pepper 

1 shallot, thinly sliced 

 
In a large bowl, whisk together lemon juice, 

mustard, oil, 1/4 teaspoon salt, and 1/8 tea-
spoon pepper. Set aside. 

 
Bring a large pot of generously salted water  

to a boil. Cook asparagus spears until fork-
tender, about 4 minutes; drain. Add to the bowl, 

along with 1 thinly sliced shallot. Toss to coat. 
Serves 4. 

~realsimple.com 

 Rhubarb Salad with Goat Cheese 
 

3/4 pound rhubarb, cut into 3/4-inch pieces 
1/4 cup honey  

1/2 cup walnut halves 
2 tablespoons olive oil 

2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar (preferably 
white) 

coarse salt and ground pepper 

4 bunches arugula (approx. 1 pound total), 
tough ends removed 

1/2 cup fresh goat cheese, crumbled 
1 fennel bulb, cored and thinly sliced crosswise 

  
Preheat oven to 450 degrees, with racks in 

upper and lower thirds. On a rimmed baking 
sheet, toss rhubarb with honey. Roast on upper 

rack until beginning to soften, about 5 minutes.  
Let cool on baking sheet. On another rimmed 

baking sheet, toast walnuts on lower rack until 
fragrant, 5 minutes.  Let cool, then chop. 

 

In a large bowl, whisk together oil and vinegar 
and season with salt and pepper. Add arugula 

and fennel and toss to combine. Top with rhu-
barb, walnuts, and goat cheese. Serves 4. 
 

~marthastewart.com 



 

Expo Exchange       
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It’s Just Around  
the Corner! 
 
The Garden Expo is almost here; a few 
short weeks away. Hopefully many of 
you are growing plants for our plant 
sale, sorting through garden items you 
don’t use to donate to the Garden 
Shed, baking cookies, pies, etc. for the 
Garden Café, or are planning to attend 
the April 3rd fostering plants meeting 
at the extension office at 6 p.m. Re-
member this is our largest fund raiser 
for MGATC and where we make our 
money for our gardens. I hope you will  
all volunteer your time to work at the 
Expo. We need everyone to pull off 
this event and make it a success. We 
will be using the exhibit hall this year 
as well as the hog barn for vendors  
and for the make and take teacup  
succulent planting. Please purchase 
raffle tickets for our Purdue/Ivy Tech 
student scholarship fund giveaway. 
We have over 30 vendors attending,  
so plan on bringing lots of money for 
purchases. I hope to see all of you at 
the Expo. 
 

Cheryl McCool 
Garden Expo Chairperson 

 
Make & Take Workshop 
 
The Make & Take Workshop: Teacup 
Planters & Succulents will have a $5 
workshop fee which includes one tea-
cup with a drainage hole and a saucer, 
one succulent plant, potting mix, and 
decorative gravel top dressing. Walk-
in anytime to participate, 15 minute 
workshops run continuously from  
9 a.m.-3 p.m. on April 27.  
  

Kathryn Reeves 
 

Garden Café 

 
“Stressed spelled backwards is DES-
SERTS. Coincidence? I think not!! 
Let’s Stress Less at the Expo by having 
the best selection of desserts ever!! We 
need cookies, cakes, pies, fudge, cookie 
bars, brownies, snack mixes, sugar free 

items, gluten free items, etc. Just re-
member to have a sticker on the items 
that tells what they are.  
 
Look through your cookbooks and on 
Pinterest. The Café Committee will 
cut the pies and cakes. If your item is 
medium sized, put three per bag; 
smaller items put four per bag. Extra 
quart-sized bags and small plates are 
always appreciated.  
 
We like to keep it simple, so every-
thing is $1 at the Café. Bring your 
items to the fairgrounds on Friday, 
April 26th from 3 p.m. - 6 p.m., or early 
Saturday morning. 
 
Thanks so much for your help! 
 

Jeri Bosworth Parker 
 

Garden Shed 
 

Gee-Gaws….Do-Dads… 
Thing-a-ma-Bobs…Gem-Cracks 

 
These are all the kinds of things we 
want for the Garden Shed this year. 
This is a good time to clean out your 
basement, garage, or wherever you 
stash all your garden ‘stuff.’ Donate 
whatever you no longer use/have room 
for/know what it is/or want and we’ll 
find a new home for it. The list below 
will give you some ideas: 
 
 books and magazines 
 garden related tools (shovels, rakes, 

etc.)  
 hand tools  
 pots/fancy pots (empty of soil) 
 garden flags and holders    
 fence and garden stakes    
 bird feeders and houses     
 garden ornaments, chimes 
 ‘Rusty stuff’      
 scarecrows       
 plant markers  
 clean/unused garden gear like 

gloves and hats    
 wreaths 
 stepping stones            
 hoses   
 

 fountains            
 artificial flowers     
 garden furniture   
 containers that could be used for 

planters 
 Rain gauges     
 pavers     
 baskets       
 thermometers    
 outdoor clocks    
 buckets 
 garden related picture frames, dish-

es, and linens     
 garden totes     
 sprinklers          
 vases/flower-frogs    
 large/small hooks 
 
All items should be gently used; please 
no chemicals or fertilizers. 
 
You get the idea…..stuff! Drop your 
‘thingies’ off Friday afternoon or early 
Saturday morning before the Expo and 
we’ll do the rest. Contact Candy for 
more info at 765-563-3497 (home), 765
-494-7311 (work), or email at candy@ 
purdue.edu. 
 

Thanks, 
Candy Sheagley 

 

April  
prepares  
her green  

traffic light 
and the 

world thinks 
Go  

Christopher Morley 

mailto:candy@purdue.edu
mailto:candy@purdue.edu


Volunteer Opportunities   What’s Happening 

2019 Great Annual Annual 
Planting (GAAP) 
 
Spring WILL Come and It’s Time  
to Sign-Up for GAAP. It been a cold, 
cold winter but spring is coming, and 
it will soon be time to plant. GAAP  
is the time Master Gardeners serve  
our community and make it more 
beautiful by planting annuals and 
some perennial flowers in public loca-
tions around town. 
 
Plan to sign up for GAAP at the April 
MGATC meeting or by emailing Sue.  
Be sure to include when and where 
you want to plant. 
   
GAAP planting days will be May 7, 9, 
10, and 14.   
   
 Tuesday, May 7, 9:30 a.m.             

Columbian Park and Zoo            
meet at the triangle                 

 Thursday, May 9, 9:30 a.m.  
Lafayette Art Museum                  
meet at parking lot off 10th Street   

 Friday, May 10, 9:30 a.m.            
* Court House                                   
meet at corner of Columbia and 4th 

Street                                      
* Meyers Bridge                              
meet at the Lafayette end of the 

bridge 
 Tuesday, May 14, 9:30 a.m.  

Indiana Veteran’s Home                
meet at the shelter 

 
The rain date will be Wednesday,  
May 8 at 1 p.m. for Columbian Park 
and Zoo and Wednesday, May 15 at 
9:30 a.m. for the other locations. 
 
We hope it will be sunny and warm, 
but we will still plant in light rain. 
Please bring your gloves and trowel. 
There are lots of plants to put into the 
ground and we need many hands.     
  
Questions, please contact Sue Hiser at 
583-2624 or at landshiser@gmail.com. 
If something happens and you are una-
ble to come on the date you signed up 
for, please let her know. 

Remove Invasive Plants  
 
Below is the Remove Invasive Plants 
(RIP) Squad’s April schedule for vol-
unteers to pull garlic mustard: 
 
WEST LAFAYETTE PARKS 
3-5 p.m. Tuesdays 
April 2 Celery Bog Nature Area 
April 9  Michaud-Sinninger Nature 

Area 
April 16 Happy Hollow Park 
April 23 Celery Bog Nature Area 
April 30 Michaud-Sinninger Nature 

Area 
 
TIPPECANOE COUNTY PARKS 
3-5 p.m.  Thursdays 
April 4 Ross Hills Park 
April 11 Prophet’s Rock Woods 
April 18 Ross Hills Park 
April 25 Prophet’s Rock Woods 

 
Weeding bags will be provided, but 
bring your own gardening gloves and 
dress for poison ivy. Please call Patty 
Jones to check on “iffy” weather, or to 
verify the weeding area at 765-463-
3050 (landline/voice mail) or email at  
RemoveInvasivePlants.wcinps@ 
gmail.com. 
 

The first of 
April is the 

day we  
remember 

what we are 
the other 364 
days of the 

year 
              Mark Twain 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

April 3  1-3 p.m.  CNHF 
Cunningham Forest Field Tour 

Lenny Farlee 
 

This hike with Lenny (Purdue Exten-
sion Forester) will showcase a diverse 
native woodland property, containing 
both old-growth trees and tree planta-
tions. This Purdue Forestry & Natural 
Resources property has been managed 
for over 70 years, and is representative 
of what can be done in private wood-
lands in central Indiana. Bring your 
questions and enjoy a spring day in  
the woods! A carpool will leave LNC at 
12:15 p.m. 
 

April 10  1-3 p.m. 
ULRICH PROP 

Woodland Wildflower Hike 
Susan Ulrich 

 
Join Susan (amateur naturalist) on a 
walk through the woods to see what 
plants are coming up and blooming on 
the Ulrich’s 84-acre property along the 
Tippecanoe and Warren County line. 
Note: There are some steepish climbs 
and small streams to cross. A carpool 
will leave LNC at 12:15 p.m. 
 

April 17  1-3 p.m.  PWA 
Aquatic Mesocosms, Snakes,  

Prescribed Fire and  
Habitat Restoration 

Brian Beheler 
 
What do field-based controlled stud-
ies on amphibians, skunks, fire’s ef-
fects on snakes, and landscape restora-
tion have to do with each other? All 
these topics reflect on-going research 
projects taking place on one local 
property: Purdue Wildlife Area! Brian 
(Property Manager, PWA) will facili-
tate a tour of this site as we meet re-
searchers making fascinating discover-
ies about local wildlife and ecosys-
tems. A people mover wagon will 
transport us around the property. A  
LNC carpool will leave at 12:30 p.m. 
 

(continued on page 6) 
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Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
All this effort means you won’t have to 
thin carrots later. We hate thinning 
carrots. Love eating them though! 
 
A lot of seedlings and divisions of per-
ennials will get potted up this month. 
Some for our garden and some for the 
Garden Expo. There are a lot of great 
portable potting trays (also called tidy 
trays because they control the mess) 
and potting benches available. Our 
budget friendly option is plain old 
black cement/concrete mixing tubs 
from a big box store. We have several 
for mixing potting soil, potting up, 
transplanting, weeding, holding soil 
when planting trees, etc. They’re made 
from high-density polyethylene and 
are easy to clean. Several sizes are 
available - the one that’s about 26 x 20 
x 6” is fairly easy to carry even when 
full and also fits inside our wheelbar-
row. We’ve found some of these tend 
to stick together like glue when 
stacked up for storage, so we solved 
this problem by putting an empty pot-
ting soil bag or newspapers between 
the tubs.  
 
April TO-DO List:   

 
 Start vegetable and herb seeds in-

doors - tomato, eggplant, cucumber, 
basil, and other warm season crops 

 Sow flowers seeds indoors - mari-
golds, zinnias, and other quick an-
nuals (check seed packet for those 
that need to be started 2-4 weeks 
before last frost) 

 Make sure seedlings have good air 
circulation indoors - use a small 
electric fan 

 Sow or transplant outdoors - spin-
ach, lettuce, salad greens, peas, rad-
ishes, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, 
onions, leeks, chives, and other cool 
season crops 

 Lift and divide perennials 
 Add compost/organic matter to 

vegetables and flower beds 
 Remove winter mulch from straw-

berries and perennials 
 Prune dead or damaged branches 

from trees, shrubs, and roses. Wait 
to prune maples until they start     
to bud out to avoid excessive sap 
running. Don’t prune oak trees dur-
ing active growth from April 
through June.   

 More at: https://www.purdue.edu/
hla/sites/yardandgarden/april-
calendar/ 

 For fun, check out the Gardening 
Moon Calendar, a biodynamic 
planting guide by phases of the 
moon and astrological moon signs: 
https://mooncalendar.astro-seek. 
com/gardening-moon-calendar-
guide-april-2019 

 Mark your calendar: “National Find 
A Rainbow Day” is April 3rd 

 April 4 is the potting party at the 
extension office. Master Gardeners 
will be potting up seedlings for the 
Garden Expo, making labels, and 
having a fun evening. See you there!  

 

Happening 
(continued from page 5) 

 
April 24  1-3 p.m.  CLEGG 

Spring Wildflower Hike at  
Clegg Memorial Gardens 

Gus Nyberg 
 
Join Gus (Executive Director, NICHES 
Land Trust) as he leads this hike to 
discover the beauty of ephemeral flow-
ering plants on the bluffs and ravines 
leading to Wildcat Creek on the Clegg 
Gardens trails. Note: Prepare for some 
steep hiking; the trails have 75’ of ele-
vation change. 
 

May 1  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Celery Bog Birding Hike 

Susan Ulrich 
 
Susan (amateur naturalist) reviews 
warbler ID indoors, then leads a walk 
to see what birds are moving through 
and which ones are back to nest. The 
Celery Bog ranks as the 4th best bird-
ing spot in Indiana, according to the 
Indiana Audubon Society! 
 
 
 

WITW LOCATIONS: 
CLEGG (Clegg Memorial Gardens): In Lafa-
yette at 1782 N 400 E (Eisenhower Road) just 
south of its intersection with 200 N. 
CNHF (Cunningham Forest): Meet at 1 p.m. at 
11736 S 400 E, Lafayette, 47909 or join the 
12:15 p.m. carpool from LNC. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue 
and McCormick Road at 1620 Lindberg Road. 
PWA (Purdue Wildlife Area): Meet at 1 p.m. at 
8000 IN-26 West Lafayette. Take 26 west across 
the Purdue Campus; 1/4 mile past 750 W, then 
turn right (north) into a gravel drive where the big 
white pines start (small black and white sign). 
Park at end of the lane or join the 12:30 p.m. 
carpool from LNC. 
ULRICH PROPERTY (11907 E 500 N, Otter-
bein, IN. 47970): Meet at 1 p.m. at property OR 
join the 12:15 p.m. carpool from LNC. 

 

Garden Fair 
 

April 6  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Indiana National Guard Armory 

3380 South Walnut Street 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 

Garden Fair 
 
The Monroe County Master Garden-
ers Garden Fair features free educa-
tional seminars, a special children’s 
craft booth, over 35 vendors for lawn 
and garden products and services, and 
free parking with handicap accessibil-
ity. Food is available at the Garden 
Thyme Café. 
 
The educational programs include: 
Invasive Plants: Not Just a Bad Idea for Your 
Garden, Soon to Be Illegal presented by 
Ellen Jacquart at 10 a.m., You Can Prune 
Anything Like an Apple Tree presented by 
Heather Jones at 11:30 a.m., and Indoor 
and Year-Around Gardening with Hydropon-
ics and Organics presented by Kyle Bill-
man at 1 p.m. Admission is $2. 
 

Spring makes 
everything 
young again 
except man 

                                            Richter  
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MGATC Garden Expo 2019 
Saturday April 27 
 9 a.m. to 3 .pm.  
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds 
Lafayette, Indiana  
 
A real garden show featuring plants,  
gardening supplies, garden decor, lectures and  
gardening information. 
 
This event will be held rain or shine and is a great way to get your green thumb on!   
Master Gardeners are once again planning their plant sale and will be on hand to 
offer advice and help with gardening questions.  
 
Free and open to the public this wonderful event will be held rain or shine. 
 
Lectures: 

Upcycle! DIY Teacup Planters 
A complete DIY guide to making teacup and coffee mug planters for succulents, herbs, and seasonal flowers 
Alternatives to Invasive Plants 
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Vendors who have signed up to participate in 
the Expo: 
Attica Floral 
Bees Gone Wild 
Bloomers Greenhouse 
Camille's Crafts 
Chapin Landscaping/Tree Frog Gardens 
Creations by Two Sisters and Mom 
Creative Wandering 
Creekbank Gardens 
Creekside Growers 
Extension Homemakers of Tippecanoe County 
Gloria Mehringer 
Gryphon Greenhouse 
Happy Cats Farm 
Hobbit Gardens Earth Gathering Center 

Jenkins Country Gardens 
Lady Bug Acres 
Lost World Exotic 
Mustard Seed Girl 
Nobody's Perfect 
Norman and Lynn Reed 
Oak Valley Farms 
RDM Farms LLC 
Rocks for Garden 
Scentuous Suds Handmade Soaps 
The Flower Barn 
The Vegan Cheese Lady (Aprons ETC) 
The Weathered Plow and Greenhouse 
The Wild Bird Shoppe 
Theresa Thompson 
Yard Bird 

Nonprofit organizations at the Expo: 
Bonsai Club of Lafayette 
Boy Scout Troup 373 
Indiana Gourd Society 
Indiana Native Plant Society 

Indiana Soil and Water Conservation 
MGATC Make and Take Workshop 
Niches Land Trust 
Prophetstown State Park 
Sycamore Audubon Society 
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

We’re hoping for a mild and lovely 
month. April 1st 2018 was actually Jan-
uary 91st. Five and a half inches of 
snow covered the ground last year in 
the cruelest April Fool’s joke ever. A 
couple more snows followed. Every 
time we looked out the window and 
checked the thermometer, we said bad 
words. Fingers crossed for better 
weather this year, especially on April 
26 and 27 when everyone is delivering 
plants for the Master Gardener Plant 
Sale and items for the Garden Shed!  
 
In the vegetable garden, cool season 
crops should be planted this month. 
It’s really challenging to get just the 
right amount of carrot seeds evenly 
spaced in a shallow furrow and when 
you have to thin them later, the scent 
attracts droves of carrot flies. Small 

seeds like carrots and parsley can be 
pre-germinated in a paste-like gel. 
Carrots usually don’t like to be trans-
planted, but this method works. Com-
mercial gels are available but you can 
make it yourself.  
 
DIY germination gel formula: mix 
one tablespoon of cornstarch with one 
cup of water in a saucepan. Heat and 
stir until simmering as the mix thick-
ens to a gravy-like consistency. Pour 
into a shallow dish and allow mix to 
cool. It will thicken more as it sets. 
Carefully sprinkle seeds on top, spac-
ing them widely. Cover dish with plas-
tic wrap and place in a warm location. 
Roots will emerge in a few days to a 
week. Just as soon as you see tiny 
roots, plant in a shallow furrow (1/4” 
to 1/2” deep) in a vegetable bed. Use a 

spoon to scoop out each seed with a 
bit of gel. Space carrots about 1” apart 
in garden. Cover carrot seeds with ver-
miculite or coarse sand to prevent 
crusting of soil and aid emergence. 
Seedlings should emerge in 7-10 days.  
 
An alternate method is to put the gel 
in a baggy, pour in your seeds, close 
bag and shake to distribute seeds. 
When they germinate, cut a little  
hole in a corner of the bag and gently 
squeeze out gel with one seed at a  
time into the furrow. With practice, 
you can space the seeds evenly.  And 
you can use dots of this formula as a 
paste on thin paper napkins to make 
seed tapes. 
 
                                (continued on page 6) 


