
August 2015 

 As my term as President of the 
Master Gardener Association of 
Tippecanoe County comes to an 
end, it is an opportune time to 
look back and look forward. As I 
think about serving as president, 
I gained a lot more than I re-
ceived. This is a true principal  
of volunteering. Volunteering 
benefits the community as well 
as the volunteer.  
 
I want to say thank you to all of 
you for your support as we tried  
some new things that hopefully 
have strengthened our organiza-
tion for years to come. I got to 
know many people better as we 
worked along side one another 
on multiple projects. Special 
thanks to our board members, 
who gave many hours providing 
leadership for the group. Also, 
thank you to Maribeth Slebod-
nik; she was an amazingly sup-
portive co-president who served 
with integrity and a genuine care 
for others. 
 
These past two years we experi-
enced the loss of dear friends and 
fellow master gardeners that 
were taken from us too soon. 
Their friendship, leadership, and 
support leave us with aches in 
our hearts. They modeled for all 
of us a devotion to the Master 
Gardener mission of educating 
and serving our community.  

We continue to pray for their 
families and remember their 
many contributions. 
 
The slate of officers we will be 
voting on in August is an impres-
sive group of leaders. I encourage 
each of us to work readily with 
them and give them our support. 
We have Karen Mitchell in place, 
our new Extension Specialist, 
who is proving to be a superb 
resource as she advises our or-
ganization. The future for 
MGATC is looking positive! 
 
I will continue to be very active 
these next two years serving as 
past president on the board and 
planning the 2016 Purdue Master 
Gardener State Conference along 
with Co-Chairperson Jolaine 
Roberts. The planning is really 
taking shape and many members 
are invested in hosting an amaz-
ing event. Please consider how 
you might become involved with 
the “Cultivating Our Legacy” 
conference. 
 
Thank you for letting me serve as 
your president these past two 
years. It has been a valuable ex-
perience for me in many ways. 
 
Keep green and growing. 
 
                                         Gratefully, 
                                     Elizabeth  Hartley 

The Beat from Elizabeth 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Programs 
 

August 4  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Growing and Enjoying  
Succulent Plants 

Dan DeCarlo 
Dan’s interest started in 1973 
when he purchased his first suc-
culent plant. He is retired from 
his career with U.S. Steel and 
now enjoys time in his green-
house. He grows and shows his 
plants and has over 300 first place 
awards and many Best in Show 
awards. I’m sure many Master 
Gardener members have visited 
his booth at our Expo and some 
now enjoy his plants in their  
own homes. 
 
September 1  7 p.m.  TCEO 

6:30 p.m. Social Time 

MGATC Website 
Andy Hughes 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 

                  http://tippecanoemastergardener.org/index.html                            http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/index.html 

To dig in one’s 
own earth, 

with one’s own 
spade, does 
life hold any-
thing better? 

                 ~Beverley Nichols  
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At 7 p.m. our speakers for the 
evening were introduced. Barb 
and Chuck Bunnell talked  
on irises. It was an interest-  
ing presentation. 
 
Elizabeth Hartley called the 
business meeting to order at  
8:07 p.m. Elizabeth asked for the  
June meeting minutes to be  
approved as printed in the Garden 
Beet. Jerry Millard asked for a 
correction to be made to our 
speaker’s last name at the meet-
ing. Rachwal is his last name.  
Dee Dilling also wanted her 
name added to the board meet-
ing in June as being in attend-
ance. Both corrections will be 
made and the rest of the minutes 
were approved by the member-
ship as correct. 
 
Kristel Kaye and Billie Seaton 
presented on dues collection  
taking place in July, August and 
September. If your dues have not 
been paid by November 1, your 
name will be removed from the 
membership book. Billie will  
collect dues. Please fill out the 
membership form and return it 
to Billie with your dues. 
 
Karen Mitchell will also need 
members to fill out applications 
for the county annual back-
ground check that needs to be 
done yearly. Forms are available 
on our website. 
 
Carl Stafford spoke about turn-
ing in volunteer hours and to 
please use the online form and 
send to him as an attachment. 
 
 
 
 

Sheila Koller spoke on the slate 
of officers announced in the  
Garden Beet. They will be voted  
on at the August meeting and 
will take office in September. 
 
Currently volunteers are needed 
for: publicity chairperson, coun-
ty fair booth, state fair booth, 
mulching the demo garden  
path, demo garden weeding,  
the display gardens and the iris 
and rain gardens. 
 
Mickey Penrod and Sue Swick 
spoke on the Idea Gardens and 
they want to fill an empty bed 
with succulents. They need do-
nations of succulent plants. Next 
year they will reinstate the AAS 
Garden. Mickey asked for volun-
teers to help weed.  
 
Dee Dilling updated the county 
fair booth and the display board. 
She needs volunteers to man the 
booth at the fair the 18th thru the 
24th. Sign up with her in the 
back of the room. 
 
Kay Falley reported that 
MGATC has been assigned to 
July 14th at the state fair. She 
needs volunteers to man the 
booth that day. 
 
Updates: 
 
Evansville State Conference - 
congratulations was extended  
to Peter and Linda Cooper for 
winning an award for the AAS 
Display Gardens. Linda has  
certificates for everyone who 
helped work on those gardens. 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Townsend, Wendy Kers-
semakers, Elizabeth Hartley, 
Mickey Penrod and Cheryl 
McCool all gave brief presenta-
tions on their time at the state 
conference in Evansville. 
 
Konie Hughes announced that 
the Open House/Tomato Tasting 
will be held on August 2nd at  
1 p.m.  
 
Don Pickle spoke about people 
who stop by and help with the 
demo and display gardens and 
what a good time he has inter-
acting with these people. He  
encouraged all the members  
to come out and volunteer in  
the gardens. 
 
Sheila Koller talked about the 
25th anniversary celebration to  
be held in October. Ellen Barker 
and Sheila asked for ideas from 
other members to make this a 
very special occasion. 
 
Jim Jeray, Norma Hackney and 
other volunteers picked more 
than 500 pounds of strawberries 
for donation to the soup kitchen.   
 
Rural King donated more than 
300 pounds of seed for Jim to use 
in the gardens next year.  
 
We should meet with Mickey 
Penrod or Sue Swick about help 
needed in the Idea Gardens.  
 
Starting in August, we are back 
on our Tuesday meeting sched-
ule for the rest of the year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
                                Respectfully submitted, 
                                                Cheryl McCool 

MGATC Minutes:  July 6, 2015, 7 p.m., TCEO 
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MGATC Board Minutes: July 15, 2015 

In attendance: Jerry Millard, 
John Pickett, Elizabeth Hartley, 
Lynn Layden, Mary Wilcox, 
Cheryl McCool, Sue Swick and 
Mickey Penrod. 
 
Mickey Penrod brought some 
ideas to the board. She would 
like to be supported to apply for 
three different certifications for 
the Idea Gardens - Monarch  
certificate, National Wildlife 
Certification and Pollinator 
Challenge. To turn the Gigantics 
Garden into a Pollinator’s Para-
dise, Mickey wants to apply for a 
Community Grant and the Suba-
ru Grant to help fund this. Mick-
ey will develop a budget to reap-
ply for the Community Grant for 
funding for the gardens. She 
spoke about applying next year 
to the AAS for recertification of 
our AAS Gardens. KarenMitchell 
will need to apply for this. Eliza-
beth will get back with Mickey 
and Sue regarding which  fund-
ing they can apply for as we are 
sending out donor requests for 
the state conference in June and 
do not want to go to the same 
sources more than once.   
 
Budget updates - Lynn updated  
us on the expenses and budget. 
Our total income projection is 
$14,090. Our total expenses are 
projected  to be $11,848. 
 
Lynn mentioned that the exten-
sion office has offered to print up  
 

to 150 copies of the Garden Beet 
for free. We just need to pay  
for the postage. 
 
2016 State Conference Updates - 
Elizabeth spoke regarding the 
July 14th state conference meet-
ing and that we are making  
progress, drilling down on de-
tails and seeking sponsors.  
She also spoke a bit about the 
Evansville conference. 
 
At the August meeting we will 
hold our elections. Only eligible 
voters (those who have turned in 
12 hours of volunteer time for 
2014) can vote. Sheila Koller will 
call for the vote and ask for  
approval of the slate of officers.  
If any member calls for someone 
else to be added to the ballot 
then we would need to produce 
a paper ballot. 
 
Agenda for the August meeting: 

Don DeCarlo, speaker 
election 
finance/budget report 
state conference report 
membership and dues 
September Hoedown 
announcements 

 
Elizabeth needs to ask Karen 
about payment of hamburgers 
and hot dogs for the HoeDown. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 

                            Respectfully submitted, 
Cheryl McCool, Recording secretary 

Monsoon  

 

 1 ½ oz. light rum 

4 oz. sweet and sour mix 

1 oz. pineapple juice 
1 oz. passion-fruit juice 

¾ oz. Myer's® dark rum 
 

Pour all ingredients except rum in an ice-

filled hurricane glass and stir. Add rum at 
the top, mix and serve 

  

Basic Indian Roti Bread (Flat Bread)  
 

2 c. flour, preferably the healthiest  

½ t. salt  

¾ c. to 1 c. water  
 

In a medium bowl, stir together the flour, 

salt, and water, until the mixture pulls away 
from the sides. Turn the dough out onto a 

well-floured surface. Knead until smooth 
and pliable, about 10 minutes. Cover and let 

rest for 20 minutes. Divide dough into 12 

equal parts, form into rounds and cover 
with a damp cloth. Preheat an unoiled skillet 

to medium high heat and set oven at 450° F. 
Flatten the balls with the palm of your hand 

then use a rolling pin to roll out each piece 
into a 6- to 8-inch diameter round. Cook the 

roti for 30 seconds in the hot pan. Do not 
overcook. When the edges start to turn up, 

flip and do the same to other side. The roti 
should have some darker brown spots when 

finished. When second side edges have 
turned up, take out of pan and place in oven. 

The bread should puff, remove after 30 

seconds. Pat down to expel the air. It is not 
necessary to puff the roti in the oven, but it 

is so much fun. Enjoy plain or spread with 
butter and cinnamon sugar. Use to scoop up 

hummus or curried meats or to make flat 
bread sandwiches. Best served warm.   

The many great gardens of the world, of literature  
and poetry, of painting and music, of religion and  

architecture, all make the point as clear as possible:  
The soul cannot thrive in the absence of a garden. 
                                                           ~Thomas Moore 
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         by Flora N. Fauna 
 
The Soil Science Society of 

America is coordinating with the 
Global Soil Partnership and oth-
er organizations around the 
world to celebrate the 2015 In-
ternational Year of Soils and raise 
awareness and promote the sus-
tainability of our limited soil re-
sources. To learn more or to take 
advantage of their resources to 
learn about soils or to help them 
tell the story of soils, find them 
at #IYS2015 on social media. Or 
visit https://www.soils.org/IYS. 

  
The following excerpt from 

“Eight Steps to a Water-Wise 
Garden” was written by Kathy 
LaLiberte for Gardener’s Supply. 
“What are the two biggest users 
of water in your home? Toilets 
and landscape watering. In fact, 
during the summer, half of all 
household water usage can be for 
the lawn and garden. However, 
it’s possible to dramatically  
reduce your water consumption, 
lower your water bill and still 
have a beautiful, productive gar-
den. Just follow these eight 
steps: 1. Add organic matter to 
your soil, 2. Deliver water to the 
root-zone, 3. Use mulch to retain 
water, 4. Use free water - rain-
water, 5. Reduce your lawn, 6. 
Plan before you plant, 7. Choose 
plants carefully, 8. Take care of 
your plants. Healthy plants need 
less water, fertilizer and pest 
controls than stressed plants. By 
keeping on top of tasks such as 
weeding, thinning, pruning and 
monitoring pests you’ll water 
less frequently.” Read the whole 
article at http://www.gardeners. 
com/how-to/water-wise-garden 
ing/5047. html.  

From Park Seed: “As more 
and more people are creating gar-
dens in the small space of their 
patio or in urban locations like 
rooftops or courtyards, container 
gardens are even more relevant 
than ever. Now small-space gar-
deners are getting jealous of the 
height and structure that trees 
and shrubs provide in the gar-
den, and creating larger mixed 
containers to finally feature larg-
er plants properly! While most 
containers are designed to in-
clude thrillers, fillers, and spill-
ers, containers designed around 
shrubs or trees follow their own 
set of rules. Here is how to de-
sign a container blending shrubs/
trees, perennials, and annuals 
together to great effect: 1.Since 
the tree or shrub will grow to be 
the largest plant by far, this is the 
cornerstone of the design. Lovely 
compact choices for mixed con-
tainers are: acer, camellia, bud-
dleia, hydrangea, or crape myrtle. 
2. The container is the next most 
important thing to determine. 
Larger, broader containers are 
often required. Halved wine bar-
rels or large cement planters are 
good choices for a permanent 
fixture, as their weight ensures 
that they won’t get blown over 
easily. The material, shape, and 
color of the container will be-
come an integral part of the  
design, so be sure to pick one 
that complements the focal 
plant. 3. Draw out your plans. 
This will help you visualize how 
the tree or shrub will fill the 
space when fully grown. 4. Use 
annuals front and center to add 
bold color to the display. Great 
selections include: begonia,  
calibrachoa, impatiens, lantana, 
or pre-mixed combinations.  

5. Use perennials in between to 
fill out the space and add their 
own lovely color and texture. 
Some of the best perennials for 
this role are: blanket flower, cor-
al bells, ferns, or shasta daisy.  
6. Be sure that you use plants 
that require the same conditions. 
It should go without saying that 
putting a plant that wants dry, 
acidic soil in full sun and a plant 
that wants damp, basic soil in 
full shade will NOT work out 
too well. Do your research up 
front and create a combination 
that will all be able to thrive in 
the same soil and light condi-
tions. 7. Use a mixture of early-, 
mid-, and late-season plants to 
ensure a constant display of col-
or. 8. Keep in mind that trees and 
shrubs have much larger root 
systems than most container 
plants, and thus will require 
more watering to stay healthy. 
For more mixed container design 
tips, visit waysidegardens.com or 
call our public relations depart-
ment at 1-864-941-4521.” 

  
Diane Blazek at National 

Garden Bureau reminds us, 
“What about planning for a fall 
harvest? Either transplanting 
seedlings or direct sowing the 
shorter crop time veggies is an-
other perfect way to continue the 
harvest through the fall months. 
Calculate the first frost date for 
your local region. Based on your 
first frost date, count backwards 
to find out when to plant your 
selected vegetables. For example, 
your first frost date might be  
October 31. If you want green   
 
                  (continued on page 5) 

 

The Latest Dirt  

https://www.soils.org/IYS
http://www.gardeners.com/how-to/water-wise-gardening/5047.html
http://www.gardeners.com/how-to/water-wise-gardening/5047.html
http://www.gardeners.com/how-to/water-wise-gardening/5047.html
http://waysidegardens.com
tel:1-864-941-4521
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MGATC Hours 
 
Hours do not enter them-
selves. Your help is appreciated. 
 

                                                   Carl Stafford 
 

MG Facebook 
 
The Purdue Master Gardener 
Program is now on Facebook!  
 https://www.facebook.com/
purduemastergardener  
  
Like us!  

 

                                                                                                                              John Orick 
 

Seed Info 
 
Whether it’s a souvenir sent by a 
friend who’s vacationing abroad, 
food sent from family members 
living overseas or seeds pur-
chased for your garden through 
the Internet, the contents of that 
package could pose a risk to U.S. 
agriculture or the environment. 
As the package’s intended recipi-
ent, you are considered the offi-
cial importer of record and are 
legally responsible for it - even if 
you didn’t know it was coming. 
The package may be seized and 
destroyed at the port of entry by 
DHS Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) officers; you may 
also face fines under applicable 
USDA regulations.  
 

                                                      John Orick 
 

[Note: To access information to avoid 
such outcomes, go to the website at 
http://www.aphis. usda.gov/wps/
portal/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/
sa_import/ for guidelines. After arriving 
at the site, click on the following links 
located in the center of each page: 
“Plants and Plant Products Permits,” 
“Plants for planting (including seeds)” 
“Regulatory Activity.”] 
 

(continued from page 3) 

 
onions, which are great candi-
dates for direct sowing, you can 
sow now and again every two 
weeks up until August 31 for sev-
eral more harvests before winter 
sets in. We’ve put some days to 
maturity ranges by each crop be-
low: Arugula - 25 (for baby 
leafed) to 55 days; Asian Greens - 
45 to 65 days; Beets - 45 to 55 
days; Broccoli - 60 to 80 days; 
Carrots - 45 to 75 days; Col- 
lards - 50 to 65 days; Green  
Onions - 50 to 60 days; Kale - 30 
to 60 days; Kohlrabi - 40 to 80 
days; Lettuce - 25 to 60 days; 
Radishes - 10 to 50 days; Spin-
ach - 25 to 50 days; Swiss  
Chard - 25 to 60 days; Turnips - 
30 to 75 days. While you’re 
planting and planning, don’t for-
get to order fall-planted bulbs for 
spring blooms and perennials for 
lasting garden beauty.” 

  
Peony’s Envy has added new 

herbaceous peony cultivars to 
their fall catalog and will contin-
ue to post new plants in the 
coming weeks. Now is the per-
fect time to start planning your 
garden updates for fall. Shipping 
begins in September. http://
peonysenvy. com/peony  
catalog.html#herb. 

Demonstration  
Garden 
 
After the 500+ pounds of straw-
berries, we are well into the har-
vesting season - onions, peppers, 
carrots, zucchini, beets and cu-
cumbers. Anyone who gets the 
urge to harvest some weeds is 
welcome to do so at any time or 
contact me for the next group 
activity. Let’s get the garden 
looking great for the open house. 
 
Thank you to everyone who 
came out to weed, pick straw-
berries and vegetables; especially 
to Konie and Don and Norma  
for the many hours spent to  
keep the garden growing and 
looking great.  
 

                                                           Jim Jeray 
 

Happening 

(continued from page 6) 

 
August 8 

8:45 a.m.-3:35 p.m.   
Hamilton County Fairgrounds 

2003 Pleasant Street 
Noblesville, Indiana 

A Garden Party 
Listen to featured speakers John 
Scott Foster, Ph.D. on Saving the 
Monarch, Nicholas Staddon on 
The New American Garden & Land-
scape, Irvin Etienne on Natives 
Suitable for our Gardens, Amanda 
Smith on Treats for the Birds and 
Jim McCormac on Butterflies & 
Moths - The Darker Side. The cost  
is $35 and registration is due by 
July 31.  Registration includes 
breakfast, lunch, break refresh-
ments and a seminar folder.  
More information is available at 
www.hcmga.org. 

Et Cetera      Latest Dirt    Garden Gossip 

There are many 
good seeds in you. 

Therefore you 
must avoid every 

bad soil in the 
world.  

        ~ Israelmore Ayivor 

https://www.facebook.com/purduemastergardener
https://www.facebook.com/purduemastergardener
http://peonysenvy.com/peonycatalog.html#herb
http://peonysenvy.com/peonycatalog.html#herb
http://peonysenvy.com/peonycatalog.html#herb
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MGATC Open House 
 

August 2  1-3 p.m.   
Tippecanoe County  

Extension Office 
 
Come join us to visit our gar-
dens, enjoy music by Zimdiana, 
children’s activities, refresh-
ments and vote on the best tast-
ing tomatoes grown in our 
Demonstration Garden!  
 

Wednesdays in  
the Wild 
 
July 29  10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   

GTDT/KS 
Prairie Restoration Walk 

Alyssa Nyberg 
 Join Alyssa (Kankakee Sands 
Nursery Manager/Outreach Co-
ordinator) on a hike of the two-
mile Grace Teninga Discovery 
Trail that has 12 points of inter-
est along the way. View the state 
endangered Regal Fritillary but-
terflies as they flutter across the 
prairies of Kankakee Sands. 
Alyssa will be joined by Ed 
Zschiedrich, photographer and 
plant aficionado. The carpool 
leaves LNC at 9 a.m. 
 
August 5  1-3 p.m.  WNC   
Collecting & Identifying Fish  

in Burnett Creek 
Reuben Goforth 

Sampling fish communities is 
commonly used as the basis for 
assessing stream quality. A par-
ticularly useful approach is 
through the use of a backpack 
electroshocker. Reuben, Purdue 
Professor of Aquatic Community 
Ecology, will demonstrate the  

use of this equipment and teach 
attendees how to identify the 
fish species collected. 
 

August 12  1-3 p.m.  
FOS/NICHES   

Prairie Hike at Fisher  
Oak Savanna 
Brad Weigel 

 Join NICHES Land Steward 
Brad for a hike at one of Indiana’s 
finest prairie restorations. Ex-
pect to see lots of prairie dock, 
compass plant, purple prairie 
clover, sunflowers and golden-
rods. Long pants are encouraged. 
The carpool leaves LNC at noon. 
 

August 19  1-3 p.m. 
ConSt/KS   

Conrad Station Savanna Hike 
Ed Zschiedrich 

 Ed (Nature Photographer and 
plant aficionado) will lead this 
walk through an oak savanna 
restoration that once was the 
site of the town of Conrad where 
some of the old foundations are 
still seen. A chance to get 
glimpses of wildflowers through       
the eyes of a photographer. Ed 
will be joined by Alyssa Nyberg, 
Kankakee Sands Nursery Man-
ager/Outreach Coordinator. The 
carpool leaves LNC at noon. 
 
August 26  1-3 p.m.  LNC   

The Need for Nature 
Joel Vanderbush 

Joel (Zoologist & Executive Di-
rector of Animalia, Inc.) discuss-
es the importance of connecting 
children to nature in this age of 
technological distraction. Learn 
what you can do and what Ani-
malia is doing to battle against 
Nature Deficit Disorder. 

September 2  6-8 p.m. 
PURDUE   

Purdue Arboretum  
Campus Walk 
Sally Weeks 

Sally (Purdue Dendrologist and 
author of Native Trees of the Mid-
west) suggests that you put on 
your best walking shoes and join 
her on a hike around one of Pur-
due’s Campus Tree Trails look-
ing at some of the interesting and 
sometimes unusual species. You 
never know what you will see.  
 

LOCATIONS : 
ConSt/KS (Kankakee Sands-Newton County): Meet 
at the Kankakee Sands Office, 3294 North US 41, 
Morocco, Indiana. 
FOS/NICHES (Fisher Oak Savanna-Jasper County): 
Meet at the southwest corner of the property along 
Country Road 600 North. Directions can be found at 
www.nicheslandtrust.org.  
GTDT/KS (Kankakee Sands-Newton County): 
Kankakee Sands Office, 3294 North US 41, Morocco, 
Indiana. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): 
In West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
PURDUE (Purdue Campus): Meet at the north doors 
of the Forestry Building (behind Agricultural Administra-
tion/AGAD building). This is across the street from St. 
Thomas Aquinas church on the corner of Marsteller 
Street and State Road 26. 
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle 
Ground, at the end of the Battlefield Monument parking 
lot off N. 9th Street. 

 
September 17-18  

9 a.m.-5 p.m.   
IUPUC, Columbus, IN 
Purdue Rainscaping  
Education Program 

 
The Purdue Rainscaping Educa-
tion Program’s goal is to increase 
rainscaping in residential and 
small-scale public places. 
 
Information about the 2-day pi-
lot program is located at https://
ag.purdue.edu/Extension/
rainscaping/Pages/default.aspx. 
 
                   (continued on page 5) 

What’s Happening  

http://www.zimdiana.com/


Herb Bed 

(continued from back) 

 
“It’s July and that means it’s time 
once again to talk about the 
North American Monsoon. The 
word “monsoon” comes from the 
Arabic word “mausim,” meaning 
season. Basically, it describes a 
seasonal wind shift over a region 
that is usually accompanied by  
a dramatic increase in precipita-
tion. Many of us are familiar 
with the Indian-Asian monsoon 
that brings heavy rains during 
the summer months over  
widespread areas of India and  
SE Asia. 
  
“Many other parts of the world 
experience monsoons, including 
North America. Our North 
American monsoon (also known 
as the Mexican monsoon) typi-
cally occurs between July-
September and is relatively small 
compared to the Asian monsoon. 
However, in parts of NW Mexi-
co, over 50% of the annual rain-
fall comes in this 3-month  
period. The rains provide a criti-
cal source of replenishment for 
water resources of Mexico and 
the SW United States.” 
  
The Tucson National Weather 
Service Office (TNWSO) offers 
more details. “The North Ameri-
can Monsoon circulation pattern 
typically develops in late May or 
early June over southwest Mexi-
co. By mid to late summer, thun-
derstorms increase over the 
“core” region of the southwest 
U.S. and northwest Mexico, in-
cluding the U.S. and Mexican 
states of Arizona, New Mexico, 
Sonora, Chihuahua, Sinaloa and 
Durango. The monsoon typically 
arrives in mid to late June over 
northwest Mexico, and early July 
over the southwest U.S. 

 

  
“It is important to note that the 
monsoon is not an individual 
thunderstorm. While the word 
“monsoon” accurately conjures 
up images of torrential rains and 
flooding, calling a single thun-
derstorm a monsoon is incorrect. 
A monsoon is a large scale 
weather pattern which causes 
our summer thunderstorms.  
  
“Rainfall during the monsoon is 
not continuous. It varies consid-
erably, depending on a variety of 
factors. There are usually dis-
tinct “burst” periods of heavy 
rain during the monsoon, and 
“break” periods with little or no 
rain. Monsoon precipitation, 
however, accounts for a substan-
tial portion of annual precipita-
tion in northwest Mexico and 
the Southwest U.S. Most of 
these areas receive over half  
their annual precipitation from 
the monsoon.”  
  
It appears that the American 
Monsoon expanded into Indiana 
this year. These excerpts de-
scribe exactly what occurred in 
my little patch of paradise. The 
bursts and breaks became the 
norm, with one major burst 
dropping 3.25 inches of rain  
and a few days later another 
burst of 4.46 inches. And the 
breaks lasted only a few hours - 
one unusual break lasted four 
heavily overcast days. 
  
While researching, I found that 
those living in the Indian-Asian 
monsoon area anticipate the 
monsoon as the happiest part of 
summer. They treat it like a holi-
day and even have special recipes 
to serve during the rainy season. 
I tried my hand at making Indian 

roti bread with my granddaugh-
ters one rainy day. The bread 
was delicious, but I would rather 
have been in the garden with 
them chasing butterflies among 
the flowers.   
  
Despite the garden’s pitiful  
appearance, I do have good news 
to report. My fig trees are alive 
and well. The one I grow in a 
container and overwinter in the 
garage continues to grow and 
produce figs. In fact, it is loaded 
with fruit. The one planted in 
the ground survived the winter 
all wrapped in dried leaves, insu-
lation and plastic, looking like a 
plump “snowlady” after the first 
snowfall. I gave her a black fluffy 
bonnet and drew a face on her 
capping bucket. Since this fig 
grows in a section of the garden 
which is on higher ground, the 
flooding never reached it. This 
fig is loaded, too. 
  
The weekend is calling for more 
rain. Perhaps by the time this 
article is read, the Indiana Mon-
soon season will have passed. 
Oh, to walk my garden without 
the Wellies. 
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
Rain is an important element for 
a healthy, vigorous garden. Con-
stant flooding is not. From June 
8 to July 15, my garden received 
22.72 inches of rain. Of those 
days, only seven scattered ones 
were rain-less. 
  
In the thirty-eight years my hus-
band and I have lived on this  
rural ground, this is the worst 
flooding we have experienced - 
surpassing the Hundred-Year 
Flood of 2003. In town, ten miles 
north, Rensselaer experienced 
the same flooding, as the Iro-
quois River spilled out into its 

streets, parks and cemeteries. It 
became apparent that this was 
not a typical temporary flood, 
one that comes and quickly dis-
appears. Once the soil became 
saturated, the water had no place 
to go. I won’t share all the gory 
details; I’m sure many of you ex-
perienced similar conditions.  
  
Thankfully, my ground is rolling 
with small, fast-percolating res-
ervoir-like areas close to the gar-
den. They can be reached with a 
fifty-foot hose. My husband ex-
perimented with pumping the 
water from the garden to one of 
those outer “bowls,” and it 
worked on the surface water.       

I feared the pumped water 
would find its way back to the 
garden, but it didn’t. That is un-
til the rain returned and filled 
the lower section of my garden 
with water, once again. And as 
the rain continued, pumping be-
came a daily chore.  
 
From the Community Colla-
borative Rain, Hail & Snow  
Network (COCORAHS)  
website, I found the following 
information enlightening: 

The Herb Bed  

 (continued on page 7)  


