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It is much easier to look for a magic 
solution than it is to adapt to reality. 
Take “volunteering” for instance, it has 
been, still is, and probably will remain 
one of the most difficult jobs to fill, 
consuming tremendous amounts of 
time to find and convince someone to 
pull weeds. If you believe in magic, 
volunteers will jump out of thin air 
into the path needing weeds to be 
pulled. As the old saying goes, “don’t 
hold your breath.” 
 
Your co-presidents enjoy gardening 
and being around people. Neither of us 
can imagine Tippecanoe County with-
out a Master Gardener Association. 
Our group provides so much valuable 
support for the people of our commu-
nity. We all get used to doing our eve-
ryday duties and not letting people 
know about our organization. What 
we are doing now is laying the ground 
work for a really great future. 

There is simply no way to convey all 
that the MGATC has meant to us. 
Serving as your Co-presidents has 
been fulfilling, educational, and inspir-
ing all at the same time. We may not 
have always gotten it right but you 
helped us learn from our mistakes and 
grow in the process. You offered sup-
port, guidance, kindness, friendship, 
laughs, and even a few swift kicks in 
the behind when needed. All of you 
have been our champions, cheerlead-
ers, and sometimes adversary, but 
above all, you’ve become part of our 
family and we will forever treasure our 
affiliation and leadership responsibili-
ties with this association. Thanks so 
very much to all of you!! 
 
A very large key to moving our associa-
tion forward is membership growth. 
We need to leverage social media, ra-
dio, TV, magazines, and regularly dis-
tribute information about college 

scholarships along with our support of 
local food pantries. Together we can 
promote awareness of our gardening 
association and increase our member-
ship resulting in more productive vol-
unteer hours to help our community. 
 
We are delighted to have been your  
co-presidents for the past two years. 
Even though our tenure is almost over, 
we look forward to seeing all of you 
during the coming years. We wish you 
all good health and Happy Garden-
ing. Don’t forget to plant your seeds 
and pull your weeds! With emphasis 
on pulling weeds! 
 
 Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 

 
August 1  7 p.m.  TCEO 

6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Mary Cutler will speak about the fair-
grounds, new things coming, and new 
volunteer opportunities for us to take 
advantage of. 
 

September 5  6 p.m.  TCEO 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

6 p.m. Meal Time 

Melinda Appold from the Purdue Bee 
Farm will speak to us about the farm. 
This is the annual Hoe Down. Please 
bring a dish to share. 
 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

In August, the large masses of 
berries, which, when in flower, 
had attracted many wild bees, 
gradually assumed their bright 

velvety crimson hue, and by 
their weight again bent down 
and broke their tender limbs. 

                                                                        Henry David Thoreau 
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Due to heavy rain, the meeting was not 
able to be held at Meigs Farm, so was 
relocated to the Extension Office.  
Cheryl McCool introduced Karen 
Mitchell who reviewed the new online 
hours reporting system, noting that 
the county code for Tippecanoe Coun-
ty is tipp2569. As of January 1, 2017, 
both volunteer and education hours 
are now to be reported through the 
MGATC website. Access is available 
either under “MG LINKS” without a 
password or “FOR MGATC MEM-
BERS” using the website password 
listed in the membership directory.  
Karen Mitchell reviewed the process 
and answered questions for both vol-
unteer and education hours. Everyone 
was reminded to contact Karen Mitch-
ell if they run into a problem or have 
questions. Anyone not having comput-
er access can still send hours to Carl 
Stafford for processing. Karen Mitchell 
will be entering hours prior to 2017 as 
a lump sum balance. She also noted 
that she will be meeting soon with 
Mayor Roswarski regarding the GAAP 
hours and signs. 
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Karen Mitch-
ell for her presentation and then 
turned the meeting over to Jerry Mil-
lard who called the meeting to order  
at 7:40 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the June monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the July issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report 
as of June 30, 2017. After adding in-
come and deducting expenses, the 
checking account balance at the end of 
June was $27,872.67. After deducting 
the restricted funds, the available 
checking account balance was 
$19,676.80. The savings account bal-
ance was $10,527.64. Pat Miller noted 
that she will have a financial report in 
the August Garden Beet. She also report-
ed that she has sent emails requesting 
budget information to chairs of gar-
dens/projects and asked anyone who 
received an email from her to respond 
as soon as possible as they are working 

on the 2017-18 budget. If she does not 
receive a response, the budget will be 
the same as this year. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that the tractor, 
equipment, and shed have been pur-
chased and are now on site at the Ex-
tension Office. Insurance has also been 
purchased for this equipment. Jerry 
Millard noted that there will be a 
Board meeting on Thursday, July 13 
and the Board will discuss a procedure 
for training to use the tractor and 
scheduling use of the tractor. Jerry 
Millard will handle the training. 
 
Jerry Millard also reported that the 
pergola in the garden is expected to be 
complete by July 24. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler reported 
on the Open House. It is scheduled  
for Sunday, August 13 from 1 p.m. to  
4 p.m. Volunteers are needed for grow-
ing tomatoes for tomato tasking, 
working at tomato tasting tent, baking 
cookies, growing plants for the plant 
sale, working in the Children’s Gar-
den, cooking hot dogs, loaning tents, 
and parking. Sign-up sheets were at 
the back table.    
 
Jerry Millard reported that Nancy 
Cope has volunteered to take over as 
Publicity Chair and Cheryl Borst has 
provided Nancy with all contact infor-
mation, deadline information, etc. 
 
Volunteers are still needed in the Chil-
dren’s Garden to help Candace Larson 
and Judy Cox. Please contact Jerry 
Millard if interested. 
 
Another volunteer opportunity is  
taking care of the Display Garden 
pathways. Anyone in charge of a  
garden is asked to take care of the  
area adjacent to their garden. Linda 
Gudeman and Pat Niswonger need a 
third person to help them. If interest-
ed, contact Jerry Millard. 
 
As John Pickett just had surgery,  
Jerry Millard also reported that  
 

additional help is needed at the  
Cumberland Community Gardens to 
work with Monique Fontaine while 
John is recuperating. 
 
Sheila Koller, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, thanked her committee 
(Betty Riley, Andy Hughes, and Jan 
Sadler) for their work getting a slate of 
officers for the coming term. Sheila 
then introduced the slate of officers:   
  
 President: Cheryl McCool 
 Co-Vice Presidents: Dee Dee Long 

and Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary: Kristen Noel 
 Corresponding Secretary: Jeri Bos-

worth Parker 
 Treasurer: Jim Jeray 
 Member at Large: Pat Miller 
 Co-Past Presidents: Jerry Millard 

and John Pickett 
 
Sheila Koller asked anyone interested 
in being Co-President with Cheryl 
McCool to please contact her. The 
election of officers will be held at the 
August monthly meeting and those 
elected will take office as of September 
1, 2017. Nominations can be taken from 
the floor at the meeting but anyone 
making a nomination must have  
the permission of the person who is 
being nominated. 
 
Jolaine Roberts reported that the bus 
trip is set to go. The date of the trip is 
Friday, July 28 and those going on the 
trip should meet at the Extension Of-
fice at 7:15 a.m.; the bus will be leaving 
promptly at 7:30 a.m. An email blast 
will be sent out prior to the trip and 
will include the itinerary for the trip.  
Everyone on the trip will also receive  
a packet of material as they board the 
bus. The $50 fee for the trip includes 
the bus fee, all fees to gardens, lunch, 
water on the bus, and the tip for the 
bus driver.  
 
As John Pickett had surgery, Dee Dil-
ling was asked to send him a card. 
 
 (continued on page 6) 
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Jerry Millard called the meeting to order 
at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting were 
Jerry Millard, Pat Miller, Jan Sadler, Dee 
Dee Long, Dee Dilling, Cheryl McCool, 
and Karen Mitchell.   
 
The June Board meeting minutes were 
approved as posted in the July issue of 
the Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller distributed copies of the May 
1 through June 30, 2017 Financial Report.   
The checking account balance for unre-
stricted funds was $19,676.80 and the 
savings account balance was $10,527.64.  
Restricted funds in the amount of 
$8,195.87 are still in the account for 
grants, irrigation, scholarships, and the 
bus trip. Pat Miller noted that she is 
working with everyone on budgets.   
 
In addition, the Board discussed signa-
tures for the bank account once new 
officers are elected. In order to have pa-
perwork ready, the Board approved re-
moving Jerry Millard, Pat Miller, and 
Carol Byers, adding Jim Jeray, Jolaine 
Roberts, and Dee Dee Long; and leaving 
Cheryl McCool on the accounts. The 
new signers will complete the paper-
work but it will not be submitted until 
after the election on August 1.  
 
Lynn Layden has questions for a CPA 
regarding the change in fiscal year of the 
organization. Pat Miller will contact 
Lynn Layden and will then contact Kim 
Morisette to get answers for Lynn Lay-
den and also help with paperwork once 
the annual records are completed.  
 
Ann Hunt will be giving the $1,000 
scholarship to Purdue University and  
on September 14 scholarships will be 
given to Ivy Tech. Marilyn Redmon and 
Cheryl McCool will be asked to attend 
the Ivy Tech dinner on September 14 for 
this event. 
 
Jerry Millard again covered the educa-
tion complaint from members regarding 
the July topic/speaker not being posted 
in the Garden Beet. It is the responsibility 
of the Vice President to make sure that 
the information is submitted each 
month. Cheryl McCool noted that Mary 

Cutler will be the speaker in August and 
the information will be sent to the Beet.   
 
Cheryl McCool was reminded to contact 
the Indiana Festival Guide to make sure 
that the MGATC Garden Expo is sub-
mitted by the deadline. 
 
Pat Miller reported that the deposit has 
been sent to Judi’s Catering for the De-
cember Christmas dinner. It was an-
nounced at the July monthly meeting 
and good response was received from 
the members. 
 
Jerry Millard reviewed the volunteer 
openings.   
 The Children’s Garden needs volun-

teers. 
 The Display Garden Pathways needs 

another volunteer. 
 A volunteer is needed to take over as 

Chair for the Social Committee. 
 More volunteers are needed to help at 

the Cumberland Community Gardens. 
 
The question was asked about what to 
do if no one volunteers for any of these 
positions. Dee Dee Long suggested that 
the Board handle until someone steps 
up. In regard to the Children’s Garden,  
it was suggested to talk to Judy Cox  
and Candace Larson and ask them how 
many more volunteers they need and  
for ideas on how to make it easier to 
handle. It was agreed that we need to 
make connections with new members  
to keep them interested and get them  
to volunteer. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that the 2017 
class will start on August 31 and will be 
a Thursday evening class. Classes in odd 
years will be on Thursdays and even 
years will be on Wednesdays. 
 
The Board discussed rules for the tractor 
and shed. Jerry Millard will be in charge 
of training and scheduling the tractor. A 
member of each major garden at the Ex-
tension Office will be asked to go 
through the training: Mickey Penrod 
from the Display/Idea Gardens, Andy  
 
 
 

Hughes from the Demonstration Gar-
dens, Julieann Davis from the Communi-
ty Gardens, and Karen Mitchell. Karen 
Mitchell is working on a sign-up sheet 
to post on the shed and will also post an 
operator list on the shed. 
 
Karen Mitchell is working with the Pur-
due Ag Engineering to schedule a small 
farm workshop in September. 
 
Anyone interested in operating the trac-
tor needs to attend a safety workshop 
which will be scheduled soon.   
 
Karen Mitchell also noted that she is 
working with Soil Makers to get our 
compost pile to a manageable level.  
Small compost bins will then be set up 
around the gardens. 
 
The election of officers will be held  
at the August meeting. Jolaine Roberts 
will be running for Co-President with 
Cheryl McCool. 
 
Dee Dilling was asked to send a get well 
card to Dave Keinhofer. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler reported 
the Open House is on track. Sign-up 
sheets were at the July meeting. An 
email blast will be sent out to all mem-
bers. Karen Mitchell is preparing post-
cards and posters and will have a sign at 
the road in front of the Extension Office.   
 
Dee Dilling reported that she still needs 
volunteers for Saturday, July 22 at the 
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. 
 
Since the new class will meet on Thurs-
day evenings, Karen Mitchell noted  
that she will be unable to attend the 
Board meetings during the class period. 
She also asked if the Board would con-
sider changing the December meeting  
to another date so that they can attend 
the December 14 graduation of the  
new class.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary   

MGATC Board Minutes: July 13, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO 
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May 1 through June 30, 2017 
 

Beginning balance in the checking account $30,165.04 

   

INCOME 

 

Dues $25.00 

Restricted Donation-Irrigation $1,888.05 

Grants-Miracle Gro and McCallister Fund $17,000.00 

Garden Expo Sales $228.00 

Restricted Funds - Trip  and Meeting $1,720.00 

Art in Bloom $601.00 

Amazon Smile $14.65 

General Fund $75.00 

Interest $0.69 

 

EXPENSES 

 
Irrigation Project $1,564.22 

Garden Expo $261.72 

Gardens and Adopr A Spots $1,227.92 

State Conference $1,500.00 

Trip and Meeting Deposits $1,800.00 

Art in Bloom $648.90 

Insurance $342.00 

Tractor (Grant Funds) $16,500.00 

 

Ending balance in checking account $27,872.67 

 
Bank Balance $27,872.67 

Less Funds Designated/Donated for Irrigation ($6,298.87) 

Less Funds for Trip and Meeting ($420.00) 

Less Funds for Scholarships ($366.00) 

Less Grants ($1,111.00) 

Available Funds in Checking  $19,676.80 

 
Savings Account Balance $10,527.64 

This represents our “rainy  day fund” so that we  

could continue operations with limited revenue.  

 

 Pat Miller, Treasurer 

Financial Report 
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 Fontina + Blackberry Basil Smash 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches   
 
1 loaf of multigrain bread, cut into 8 thick 

slices 

12 ounces of fresh blackberries 

12-15 fresh basil leaves, chopped 

6-8 ounces of Fontina cheese, sliced 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

 
In a large bowl, mash blackberries with a 

fork (be careful – they will splatter!) and 

stir in chopped basil. Heat an electric grid-

dle or large skillet over medium-low heat. 

Lay a piece of cheese on each slice of 
bread, then top with a few spoonsful of 

smashed blackberries. Gently pick up 4 

slices, brush some olive oil on the bottom, 
and place them on the griddle or skillet. 

Place the remaining slices on top, brushing 

them with olive oil too. Cook these on 

low and slowly so the bread gets perfectly 

golden and the cheese melts, let each side 

cook for about 4-5 minutes. Remove and 

dig in. Makes 4 sandwiches. 

 

5 Ingredient Baked Fajita Chicken 

with Peppers, Onions and Cheese   
 

1 1/2 boneless chicken breast per person 

1 - 2 sweet mini peppers 

1/4  onion 

1/3 cup chunky salsa 

1/4 cup Mexican cheese 
salt and pepper 

handful of tortillas chips (optional) 
 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spray a dish 

with cooking spray that is big enough to lay 
the chicken out in a single layer. Season the 

chicken breasts with salt and pepper. Top 
with salsa. Cut the onion and peppers into 

long strips. Place on top of the salsa. Do 
not cover. Place in the oven for 30 minutes. 

Check to see if your chicken is almost 

ready. If it is, top with the Mexican cheese 
and a few chips if using. Place back in oven 

until cheese is melted. Serves 1 or multiply 
ingredients by number you want to serve. 

The sun tires of summer and 
sighs itself into autumn 

                                                                                        Terri Guillemets 



MGATC Open House 
 
The Open House will take place on 
Sunday, August 13th from 1 to 4 p.m. 
The event will feature guided tours  
of the Community Gardens, Demon-
stration Gardens, and Display/  
Idea Gardens.  
 
Volunteering opportunities abound! 
Please help out with the children’s ar-
ea, plant sale, cooking hot dogs, baking 
cookies, growing seedlings, parking, 
set-up and clean-up. Please start grow-
ing plants for the plant sale. We want 
to sell cole crops like broccoli and cau-
liflower for fall vegetable planting. If 
you have perennials that can be divid-
ed, we would love to have them too.  
You will be able to drop off your plants 
Saturday, August  12, 2017, between  
3 and 5 p.m. at the Extension Office.  
 
If you have not signed up to work, 
please consider volunteering and sign 
up at the August meeting. You can also 
contact Dee Dee Long, by email 
at dlong70@ivytech.edu or cell phone 
at 765-586-2735 and Jan Sadler by 
email at grammajanx8@comcast.net or 
cell phone at 317-201-4256. 
 
  Dee Dee Long 
 

Master Gardener Public 
Education Workshop 
 
August 19  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 

Gardening for Pollinating 
Rosie Lerner 

Purdue University 

Wildflower Identification - It’s  
a Family Matter 

Dan Childs 
Weed Management Tech Development 
Representative for Monsanto Company 

 
Registration is not required but would 
be appreciated. Call the Tippecanoe 
County Extension Office at 474-0793 
or email mitcheka@purdue.edu to re-
serve your spot. 
 
 Tonia Kasica 
 Public Workshop Coordinator 

 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

August 2  1-3 p.m.  WNC 
Micro-fishing 101: What it  

is and how to get started in  
local waterways! 

Jay Beugly 
Jay Beugly (Purdue Forestry Depart-
ment Aquatic Ecology Specialist) will 
introduce the latest fishing craze: mi-
cro-fishing - the practice of catching 
non-game, lesser known fish in small 
waterways. The low cost of equipment 
and ability to fish anywhere for small-
er, unique species has driven the popu-
larity of this hobby; some anglers even 
keep “life lists” similar to birders! 
Learn about fishing methods, equip-
ment and the bait needed. Then get a 
line in the water and try your luck!  
Note: Adults over 18 must have a  
valid Indiana fishing license to fish on 
Burnett’s Creek.  
 

August 9  1-3 p.m.  STPK 
Prophetstown Fen Nature  

Preserve Hike 
Tom Swinford 

Join Tom Swinford (Assistant Director 
& Ecologist for IDNR’s Division of 
Nature Preserves) for an introduction 
to the beautiful world of fens: unique 
wetland communities which are de-
pendent on groundwater. There is a 
$2/person program fee (the gate fee  
is waived). 
 

August 16  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Eclipse 2017 -  

Chasing the Shadow 
George Wyncott 

 On August 21 the moon’s shadow will 
race coast-to-coast across the U.S. as 
the moon covers all or part of the sun’s 
surface. George Wyncott (Wabash 
Valley Astronomical Society) will ex-
plain why eclipses occur, describe spe-
cial phenomena that occur during so-
lar eclipses, and share what can be 
seen in different areas of the country. 
Safe ways to view the progressive 
eclipse will also be covered. The in-
door lecture will be followed by pre-
eclipse viewing (weather permitting). 
 
 

August 23  4-6 p.m.  WNC 
Creating a Place for Pollinators! 

Angie Miller & Mary Cutler 
 Join Angie Miller (Tippecanoe County 
Soil & Water Conservation District) 
and Tippecanoe County Naturalist 
Mary Cutler on a tour of the Tippe-
canoe Battlefield pollinator habitat, 
planted in 2016. Then learn tips and 
techniques for creating a habitat in 
your own backyard. Note the change 
in time. 
 

August 30  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Monarch Migration, Tagging  

Demo & Habitat Tips 
Reni Winter-Evans 

Starting mid-August, the monarch 
butterfly population east of the Rocky 
Mountains will start its annual migra-
tion to Mexico. Local Monarch Con-
servationist Reni Winter-Evans will 
teach about the migration, and demon-
strate how she and thousands of other 
citizen scientists raise monarchs in-
doors and then tag the migrating gen-
eration to help researchers track the 
fall and spring migrations. Eggs being 
laid now will be part of that migration.  
Help tag and release migrating mon-
arch butterflies. Reni will also give tips 
on how to establish monarch repro-
duction habitat. 
 

September 6  10-noon 
WOLF PK 

Wolves on the Landscape 
Pat Goodmann 

How do wolves and wolf behavior im-
pact the environment in which they 
live? How has the landscape changed 
since wolves have been gone? This 
unique program by Pat Goodmann 
(Head Wolf Curator) is followed by a 
tour of Wolf Park. Come see the 
wolves and learn more about their role 
in nature! What is different now that 
their “cousin species” the coyote lives 
all over Indiana? What is the status of 
wolf conservation in the Great Lakes 
Region? Note: Advanced registration 
by September 4th would be much ap-
preciated: Joan Samuels 765-532-3245 
or mohrsamuels@comcast.net. 
 
 (continued on page 6) 
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Elections                       

Nominating Report 
 
Refer to the July 11 minutes for the 
slate presented. A Co-President has 
been added and we thank Jolaine  
Roberts for stepping up to this leader-
ship position. 
 
The slate will be voted upon at the 
August MGATC meeting. Any nomi-
nations from the floor must be okayed 
by the nominee and notice to the 
Nominating Committee given prior to 
the meeting. 
 
 Committee: 
 Sheila Koller ‘91, Chairman 
 Andy Hughes ‘12 
 Betty Riley ‘11 
 Jan Sadler ‘14 
 

Thyme 

(continued from back) 

 
In addition to these once-a-year 
events, there are several folks special-
izing in native shrubs and flowers in 
our area, including: The Land Nursery, 
in West Lafayette, only sells plants 
native to Indiana, and you must make 
an appointment to visit (visit 
www.walterbeineke.com or call 765-
463-2994 for more information); 
Woodland Creations, in Sheridan, spe-
cializes in wildflowers (visit http://
backyardwildflowers.weebly.com/ or 
call 219-669-9075 for more infor-
mation); and Woody Warehouse, lo-
cated in Lizton, provides native trees 
(visit http://www.woodyware 
house.com or call 317-994-5487).  
 

Happening 

(continued from page 5) 

 
Wednesdays in the Wild Locations: 
 
BEEC (Brier Environmental Education Center): In 

Battle Ground, turn by the small sign on the 
south side of Prophet Street near the intersec-
tion of North 9th Street. 

LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): 
In West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg 
Road, between Northwestern Avenue and 
McCormick Road. 

STPK (Prophetstown State Park): Enter the park via 

Swisher Road (off North 9th Street, just south of 
Battle Ground). Meet at the Prairie View Picnic 
Area – Blazingstar Shelter. Note: The park is 
charging a $2/person program fee (the gate fee 
is waived).. 

WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle 

Ground, at the end of the Battlefield monument 
parking lot off North 9th Street. 

WOLF PK (Wolf Park): In Battle Ground, take  
Main Street to Jefferson (which becomes  
Harrison Road). Turn onto 800 North at the Wolf 
Park sign. 

 

MGATC Minutes 

(continued from page 2) 

 
Pat Miller announced that, with the 
support of the Board, the December 
meeting will be held at Judi’s Catering 
on December 5. The deposit for the 
location has been paid. Each member 
will be asked to pay $10 toward the 
dinner; the MGATC will pick up the 
balance. There will be a full meal, in-
cluding drinks and desserts. Reserva-
tions will begin being taken at the Oc-
tober meeting. The full amount needs 
to paid to Judi’s Catering no later than 
two weeks prior to the event. Jerry 
Millard noted that the MGATC will 
be picking up more than 50% of the 
dinner fee. By having the dinner at Ju-
di’s, it will be easier for everyone as no 
one will have to set up and take down 
or prepare food for the event. 
 
Jerry Millard announced that he re-
ceived two thank you cards: one from 
last month’s speaker who enjoyed be-
ing at our meeting and walking 
through the gardens; the other was 
from Bobcat of Lafayette. 
 
Mickey Penrod had samples of kohlra-
bi from the AAS gardens in the back of 
the room for members to try. 
 
Membership dues can begin being 
paid next month and are due by  
September 1. 
 
Dee Dilling announced that she still 
needs volunteers to work at the Tippe-
canoe County Fair. Sign-up sheets 
were in the back of the room. 
 
 

Connie Brown noted that the bird 
bath at the Veterans’ Home was bro-
ken and asked if anyone knew of one 
that could be donated. 
 
Pollyn Aranas had sweet potato plants 
for anyone interested. 
 
Joanne Liphard who is Chair of the 
Social Committee announced that she 
is looking for a replacement. She will 
take care of the Hoedown in Septem-
ber but would like to have a replace-
ment after that. 
 
Next month’s meeting will be held on 
August 1 at the Extension Office, with 
the election of officers being held at 
that meeting. The Hoedown will be 
held on September 5; social time at 
5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary  
 
 

I am Summer, 
come to lure 

you away  
from your  

computer... 
come dance  
on my fresh 
grass, dig  
your toes  
into my  

beaches.   
                                                                                                                             
         Oriana Green, @Nature Spirits 
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Lupines Abound! 
         Sheila Koller 
 
Returning from roadsides flourishing 
with purple, magenta, blue, pink, and 
white lupines inspires me to try these 
legume family plants. I have long ad-
mired them on the sans at Jasper-
Pulaski, but never in such profusion. 
 
Seed was purchased while I vacationed 
in Atlantic Maritime Canada. They are 
to be planted in August and offered 
winder protection,  per package direc-
tions. Rosie Lerner and Bev Shaw offer 
little encouragement in their book on 
Midwest gardening, so a challenge is 
ahead! 
 
Touring Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 
Island, and Cape Breton, I’ve never 
seen so much waer or so many trees 
(Nova Scotia is the “World’s Christ-
mas Tree Capital”), small white 
churches, or maple products. Prince 
Edward Island is “The Garden Island” 
and besides lupines, abounds in potato 
fields. 
 
Being there for Dominion Day, July 1, 
and the 150th Anniversary of the Cana-
dian Confederation was an added 
treat. There was red maple leaf 
adorned EVERYTHING - floral ar-
rangements, cookies, cakes - not just 
flags and Air Canada planes. 
 
The roses there perfurm the air! I 
couldn’t find a groundskeeper to in-
quire re: varieties grown, but they sure 
outshine and I sniff here. 
 
I would love to hear from anyone who 
grows or has tried to grow lupines. 
 
 Sheila Koller 

Additional Recipes 
 
Below are some timely recipes that 
Sheila Koller got while she was visit-
ing in Canada. 
 

Basil Smash 
 
1.5 oz. clear vodka 
1 oz. fresh lime juice 
3/4 oz. simple syrup (boil together 

equal amounts of sugar & water) 
4-5 fresh basil leaves 
 
Give the basil leaves a good slap to 
release the oils. Add leaves to other 
ingrediens in a shaker. Fill with ice, 
seal shaker and shake hard for a full  
15 seconds. 
 
Strain into a rocks glass, garnish with 
a sprig of basil, and enjoy. 
 

Grilled Corn Salsa 
 

2 ears fresh corn 
1 tomato, seeded and diced 
1/2 red onion, finely diced 
1 green onion, finely diced 
1/2 red pepper, finely diced 
1 tsp. finely minced garlic 
1/4 Thai chili pepper, seeds removed, 

finely diced 
Handful of chopped cilantro 
Juice of 1 lime 
Sea salt 
Freshly ground black pepper 
 
Husk corn, rub with oil, grill until 
slightly charred, about 12 minutes. Let 
cool. Cut kernels from cobs. Combine 
all ingredients, adding salt and pepper 
to taste. 

 
 
 

 
 

Smoked Bacon Tomato Relish 
(for fish cakes, burgers, etc.) 

 
4 c. grape tomatoes, sliced 
4 medium onions, julienned 
1 jalapeno pepper, deseeded & 

chopped 
1/2 c. diced couble-smoked bacon 
1 T. butter 
1 c. red wine vinegar 
1 tsp. grainy mustard 
1/2 c. brown sugar 
1/2 c. maple syrup 
 
Melt butter in large sauté pan. Add 
bacon, onions, jalapeno pepper, and 
tomatoes. 
 
Deglaze the pan with red wine vinegar 
and grainy mustard for a few more 
minutes. 
 
Add the brown sugar and mapl syrup 
and simmer for 60 minutes on low 
heat. Cool, jar, and refrigerate. 
 

THANK YOU! “Carpenters from local 215 built 
and donated picnic tables and chairs to the 

community and demonstration gardens.  
Many thanks! Much needed places for  

gardeners to gather and sit when working  
at the gardens. They also treated them with  

an eco-friendly finish.”  
Taken from the MGATC web site. 
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Word Thyme 

   By Erin Brock Carlson 
  
I’ve been struck lately by the little are-
as on the side of the highway that fea-
ture the words, “Native Prairie Plants: 
Please do not spray or mow,” or, “Do 
Not Mow! Do Not Spray!” I never used 
to notice these areas until I started 
learning more about native wildflow-
ers, but now that I’ve noticed one, I 
seem to notice them all! 
 
Indiana boasts a number of native 
plants: wildflowers, shrubs, grasses, 
and trees, but there are a few that are 
especially noticeable. Indiana Native 
Plant and Wildflower Society 
(INPAWS) is undoubtedly an authori-
ty on our native flora. They divide na-
tive plants into four palettes, or plant 
combinations that might occur in the 
wild: these palettes include the wood-
land, the wood’s edge, the water’s 
edge, and the prairie grassland. 
 

Each one of these palettes can be  
recreated in your own garden, but as 
with any landscaping decision, you 
should consider the natural layout of 
the space, including the level of light it 
gets, drainage, soil quality, and exist-
ing features. You can visit INPAWS’ 
website to learn more about each pal-
ette (http://www.inpaws.org/
landscaping/landscape-worthy-
indiana-natives/), but I want to talk a 
bit about one in particular, because of 
its presence in both urban, suburban, 
and rural areas in Indiana: the Prairie 
Grassland Palette. 
 
The Prairie Grassland, as its name im-
plies, requires full sun, and boasts 
flowers such as false blue indigo, pale-
purple and yellow coneflowers, hairy 
foxglove, and several different varieties 
of sunflowers. Obviously, grasses are a 
major aspect of this palette, as well, 
and include switch grass and prairie 
dropseed; as for shrubs, one major 

player is the New Jersey tea plant, 
which has unique, spiky blooms that 
are a white, cream, or pink tint. 
 
So, take a closer look next time you 
walk through a parking lot and see one 
of those plots of wildflowers, and 
think about what natural scene they 
belong to.  
 
If, after reading this column, you feel 
that you’d like to plant some native 
Indiana greenery in your garden, be on 
the lookout for the following native 
plant sales in our area that take place 
every spring: 
 Native Plant and Wildflower Sale, 

Prophetstown State Park (Battle 
Ground, IN), 

 Friends of Indiana Dunes, Annual 
Native Plant Sale (Chesterton, IN), 

 Garden Expo, Master Gardener As-
sociation of Tippecanoe County 
(Lafayette, IN). 

 (continued on page 6)  
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