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Despite coming 
from a family of 
farmers and 
gardeners, I 
had zero inter-
est in garden-
ing (or the out-
doors) growing 
up. I much pre-
ferred reading a 

good book indoors! In the past decade, 
however, I have become interested in 
growing good food in addition to can-
ning and preserving. Since I work in a 
windowless cubicle, I have also grown 
to appreciate spending time outdoors. 
I almost exclusively grow fruit and 
vegetables - my flower growing skills 
are unfortunately limited to zinnias 
and sunflowers. 
 
I was attracted to MGATC in 2015 
because I not only wanted to improve 
my knowledge of gardening, but I also 
wanted to be further involved in the 
Greater Lafayette community. For the 
past two years, I have volunteered in 

the Demonstration Garden. My favor-
ite part is delivering to the local food 
pantries. I am passionate about 
MGATC because it educates, beauti-
fies, and improves the social fabric of 
our community. 
 
Jim Jeray, Treasurer, Class of 2012 

 
I never had a 
strong interest 
in gardening un-
til after I left the 
army and moved 
to Green Bay, 
WI. Though the 
growing season 
is short - some 
say summer in 

Green Bay was the day my wife took 
off her sweater - I was fairly successful 
with my little plot of vegetables and 
discovered the unbeatable taste of 
fresh veggies from the garden. 
 
From there we moved to the Detroit 
area where we had to start lawn, 
shrubs, flowers, and vegetables from 
scratch. In a subdivision of over 150 
houses there were only two vegetable 

gardens. One day I was showing the 
preschool neighbor my carrots and his 
mother said, “I didn’t know carrots 
grew underground!” 
 
Our next move was retirement in 2011 
to Lafayette to be closer to our family, 
including my son, his wife, and one 
granddaughter who live near Indian-
apolis. (Besides, everyone moves south 
to retire, and Lafayette is practically 
Arizona compared to Green Bay and 
my year in Korea.) 
 
When I learned of the Master Garden-
er class the following year I immedi-
ately signed up. In the class I met 
many great people and continued my 
interest in growing vegetables by vol-
unteering in the Demonstration Gar-
den with a small, but enthusiastic 
team. My primary interest continues 
to be in that area, but I’ve also had fun 
working at the Garden Expo, planting 
with GAAP, helping with meeting set-
ups, and teaching Yoga for Master 
Gardeners last winter. 

Garden Gadgets and Tools 
                 By Kathryn Reeves & Mike Hathaway  

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Hori Hori! If you don’t already have a 
soil knife, definitely ask Santa for one. 
A hori hori is a traditional Japanese 
garden tool used for weeding, digging 
for small plants, cutting roots, loosen-
ing soil, planting bulbs, and a bunch of 
other tasks. These soil knives have be-
come a standard for professionals.  

Like all garden tools, you get what you 
pay for. The best ones have a substan-
tial hardened stainless steel blade, wa-
terproof-varnish on hardwood handle 
or very hard plastic handle. Cheap 
ones may claim to be stainless steel, 
but aren’t and quickly get rusty. Their 
metal blades bend with use, and their  
 
  (continued on page 5) 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

December 5  6 p.m.  
Judy’s Catering 

101 Plaza Lane, Lafayette, IN 47909 

5:30 p.m. Social Time 

Kathryn Reeves will speak on Winter 
Gardening. Dinner will start at 6 p.m. 
  

Reminder - the January 2018 
meeting is cancelled. 

 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Dee Dee Long at 

dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  
at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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Prior to the introduction of the sched-
uled speaker, Lynn Layden introduced 
William McCaw, a trustee of the  
Alfred J. McCallister and Dorothy N. 
McCallister Foundation. The Founda-
tion enabled the purchase of a tractor 
for the extension gardens. Ann Hunt 
introduced the two 2017 MGATC 
scholarship winners, Ivy Tech student 
Ben Nusbaum and Purdue student  
Lisa Dorau. 
 
Jan Sadler introduced the speaker for 
the evening, Jody Tishmack, owner of 
Soilmaker in West Lafayette. Her 
presentation, “Community Compost-
ing,” provided an overview of her com-
posting business. In addition, she sug-
gested several options for the creation 
and maintenance of a compost system 
at the extension gardens. 
 
Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 7:40 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the October monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the November issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray gave the Treasurer’s Report 
as of October 31, 2017. After adding 
income and deducting expenses, the 
checking account balance at the end of 
the month was $24,557.53. After de-
ducting the restricted funds, the avail-
able checking account balance was 
$17,137.08. The savings account bal-
ance was $10,530.28. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that as of  
November 7, 2017, 114 annual mem-
bership dues had been paid and 88  
remained unaccounted for. She re-
quested that any outstanding dues  
be paid by December 1, 2017. 
 
Cheryl McCool reminded members 
that volunteer hours could either be 
reported online or as a list given to 
Karen Mitchell. 
 
Lynn Layden summarized proposed 
changes to the MGATC’s bylaws, as 
previously detailed at the October  
 

monthly meeting. Attending members 
then voted on the bylaws, which 
passed as published. 
 
Cheryl McCool thanked several mem-
bers who brought desserts and drinks 
to the meeting. 
 
Cheryl McCool then reminded mem-
bers that the December 5, 2017 meet-
ing would be held at Judi’s Catering  
at 6 p.m. The attendance fee can be 
mailed to Pat Miller. The final count 
will need to be submitted to the cater-
er by November 27, 2017. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that there 
will be no monthly meeting in January 
2018 due to the date’s proximity to  
the holidays. 
 
Cheryl McCool requested that mem-
bers submit a completed survey to give 
feedback and suggestions for future 
monthly meetings. The survey was 
published in the November Garden Beet 
and handed out at the meeting. 
 
Cheryl McCool suggested the addition 
of signage in the extension gardens to 
acknowledge significant donations to 
MGATC. Five hundred dollars was 
approved by motion as the minimum 
donation to be recognized on the sign. 
 
Mickey Penrod announced that  
the All-America Selections (AAS)  
Garden received the national AAS  
Design Challenge Contest second 
place award. 
 
Konie Hughes reported that the 
Demonstration Garden produced ap-
proximately 2,000 pounds of produce. 
Julieann Davis reported that the Dark 
Roots Garden produced 1,640 pounds 
of produce. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she 
spoke with Lafayette Mayor Tony 
Roswarski. He agreed that the City of 
Lafayette would provide two wayfind-
er signs on Sagamore Parkway for the 
extension gardens as well as smaller  
 

signs around Lafayette to recognize 
MGATC projects. In addition, donors 
who give $5,000 or more will be 
acknowledged on a sign to be provided 
by Lafayette. 
 
Karen Mitchell also announced that 
she is compiling an annual report that 
will highlight the accomplishments of 
each garden throughout the year. She 
requested summaries from garden 
chairpersons. She also noted that her 
program assistant is blocking out time 
to help Master Gardeners enter in vol-
unteer hours online. 
 
John Pickett acknowledged members 
of the 2017 intern class who were in 
attendance. He announced that the 
trellis and vine program has been es-
tablished; trellises should make con-
tact with their vines and invite them 
to attend upcoming meetings and pro-
jects. He also announced that the 2017 
graduation and volunteer fair will take 
place on December 14, 2017 from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m.; all chairpersons and trellises 
should plan to attend. 
 
Sue Swick provided an update on Ed 
Niles, who had cancer. 
 
Karen Mitchell provided an update on 
the extension gardens compost pile. 
The compost pile will be established 
over the winter months and satellite 
compost bins will be placed through-
out the gardens. Multiple members in 
attendance volunteered to form a com-
posting committee. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that the 
2018 Garden Expo will take place  
on April 28, 2018 at the Tippecanoe 
County Fairgrounds. A preliminary 
planning meeting will take place  
and advertisements will be submitted 
in December. 
 
Cheryl McCool adjourned the meeting 
at 8:13 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Minutes: Nov 7, 2017, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting 
were Jolaine Roberts, Jerry Millard, 
Cheryl McCool, Dee Dee Long, Jan 
Sadler, Pat Miller, Kristen Noel, Jim 
Jeray, and John Pickett. 
 
The October board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the No-
vember issue of the Garden Beet. 
Cheryl McCool reported that 114 
members have submitted their annual 
dues. Pat Miller shared a preliminary 
summary of surveys submitted at  
the November monthly meeting; a 
comprehensive discussion of the sur-
veys will take place at the December 
board meeting. 
 
Jerry Millard provided an update on 
the Jeff Phillips memorial sign. The 
sign will be made with the same mate-
rial as existing signs in the extension 
gardens, and the estimated cost will be 
no more than $100. It will be approxi-
mately three weeks before the sign is 
complete; Jerry Millard and Ed Knoth 
will mount the sign. 
 
Cheryl McCool suggested that the De-
cember board meeting be moved from 
December 14, 2017 to December 7, 2017 

so that board members will be able to 
attend the intern graduation. The 
board agreed. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that the 
City of Lafayette has agreed to create a 
roadside sign to recognize donors who 
have given a minimum of $5,000. The 
previously approved amount of $500 
would have included too many donors 
to fit on a road sign. In addition, the 
board agreed to create two printable 
signs on the existing large wooden 
sign in the extension gardens. One sign 
will recognize donors who gave $500 
or more in the previous year and the 
other sign will include current projects 
that could benefit from donations. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that West 
Lafayette Mayor John Dennis said  
that the Cumberland Community  
Gardens would remain within the 
park throughout the 2018 growing  
season. In addition, five people have 
volunteered to serve on the Cumber-
land Community Gardens committee. 
As a result, the board passed a motion 
that the MGATC will remain sponsors 
for 2018. 
 
 

Pat Miller announced that approxi-
mately 73 Master Gardeners and 
guests have confirmed for the Decem-
ber meeting at Judi’s Catering. The 
board agreed to send a final email re-
minding members to send money to 
Pat Miller, who will also check on a 
vegetarian/vegan dinner option. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that the 
first Garden Expo meeting will take 
place on December 12, 2017 at 6 p.m. at 
the Extension Office. 
 
Jolaine Roberts announced that Mari-
lyn Redmond has volunteered as chair-
person of the Social Committee and 
Barbara Cantwell has volunteered as 
co-chairperson of the Children’s Gar-
den Committee. Dee Dee Long noted 
that Marilyn Redmond will now take 
care of the attendance and greeter 
books at monthly meetings. 
 
Cheryl McCool adjourned the meeting 
at 7:01 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel 

Recording Secretary 
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MGATC Board Minutes: Nov 9, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO 

At the November meeting Billie hand-
ed me dues totaling $866. Pat col-
lected and deposited $593 toward  
the December party which I added to 
our restricted funds, as I will be writ-
ing a check for us all at the door to 
cover the total due for the evening. 
There are only three checks outstand-
ing for $185.91. 
 
We started the month with $24,557.53 
in the checking account of which 
$17,137.06 was unrestricted. Based  
on the numbers above, we will start 
December with about $25,830 in total 
and about $17,800 unrestricted. No 
activity in the savings account. 
 
    See you at the December meeting,  Jim Jeray 

Treasurer's 
Report I frequently tramped eight 

or ten miles through the 
deepest snow to keep an  

appointment with a beech-
tree or a yellow birch,  

or an old acquaintance 
among the pines 

                                                                             Henry David Thoreau  



Thanks to Erin 
 
Eric Brock Carlson deserves a big 
thank you for all of her hard work  
this past year submitting her wonder-
ful articles for the Word Thyme column 
that she created. Thanks, Erin! 
 

Dinner Directions 
 
Directions to Judy’s Catering located 
at 101 Plaza Lane, Lafayette from the 
extension office: 
  
Head southeast on Sagamore Parkway 
South. Turn right on East Brady Lane. 
Brady Lane turns into Twyckenham 
Boulevard. Turn Right onto Old US 
231. Turn left onto Plaza Lane. Your  
destination will be on your left. It is 
behind SDI Innovations 
 

Green Book Update 
 
Please update Brenda Carton’s email 
address in your Green Book to 

bbcarton63@gmail.com.   
 

Thanks for Volunteering 
 
The MGATC Executive Board asked 
for your help, and two individuals have 
stepped up to fill some important 
spots. MARILYN REDMON, Class of 
2016, has agreed to serve as our Social 
Committee Chairperson. BARBARA 
CANTWELL, in the current MG class, 
has accepted the position of Co-Chair 
of the Children’s Garden at the Exten-
sion Office. We are so pleased that 
they have volunteered. We thank the 

outgoing chairs, Joanne Liphard 
(Social) and Viola Jones (Children’s 
Garden) for all of their efforts. Can-
dace Larson will be continuing as co-
chair of the Children’s Garden along 
with Barbara. 
 

Meet the MGATC Scholar-
ship Winners 
 

Lisa Dorau 
is the winner 
of the 2017 
Master Gar-
dener Asso-
ciation of 
Tippecanoe 
County Pur-
due Scholar-
ship for Hor-

ticulture and Landscape Design. Lisa is 
a single mother of adult children ages 
25-34 years. She has had many careers 
in her life including the construction 
industry where she used her Associate 
Degree in Building and Construction; 
she also has a Master’s degree from 
Ball State. Several years ago Lisa 
moved to Boston and made upscale 
furniture; but, she missed Indiana and 
returned. She is now a horticulture 
student at Purdue and considers Dela-
ware her home county. 
 
Lisa attends class at Purdue part  
time and works full time at the West 
Lafayette Payless floral department. 
She is particularly thrilled and thank-
ful with the MG scholarship because 
the funds will allow her to finish her 
degree a whole semester earlier than 
originally planned.  

The Mas-
ter Gar-
dener As-
sociation 
of Tippe-
canoe 
County’s 
2017 
scholar-
ship win-
ner from 

lvy Tech Community College is Ben 
Nusbaum. Ben is from New Paris, 
lndiana in Elkhart County. He 
was a ten year member of 4-H and a 
national Soil Judging Team member in 
FFA. Ben expects to complete his As-
sociate Degree in Animal Science in 
May 2018. He has been accepted in the 
Pathway Program at Purdue Universi-
ty and plans to begin studies there in 
Agriculture Sales and Marketing in the 
fall of 2018. 
 
Ben’s work history ranges from 
food service, campus security, and 
landscaping. He was the Grand  
Champion in model rockets in 4-H  
for Elkhart County and was in show 
and concert choirs at Fairfield Junior/
Senior High School. 
 

Cancelled Meeting 
  
Due to the close proximity to the New 
Year’s holiday, the challenge of secur-
ing a speaker for that evening, and be-
cause our meeting room is fully booked 
on the other days in January, we have 
decided to cancel the January 2018 
meeting. See you in February 2018. 

Et Cetera 
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From December to March, there are for 
many of us three gardens - the garden out-
doors, the garden of pots and bowls in the 

house, and the garden of the mind's eye 
                                                                                                                                                      Katherine S. White 

https://maps.google.com/?q=101+Plaza+Lane&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bbcarton63@gmail.com
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wood handles aren’t really hard- 
wood and certainly don’t have a  
water resistant finish.  
 
Some hori horis have a smooth blade 
on one side for cutting and a serrated 
blade on the other for cutting and saw-
ing. The metal tang should extend well 
into the handle. Some also have a han-
dle guard to prevent your hand from 
slipping into the blade. A few have a 
ruler marked with inches that’s espe-
cially handy for gauging depth when 
planting bulbs. 
 
One vendor’s hori hori has a bright 
orange handle that makes it easy to 
find in the garden. (And how many 
times have we lost green handle tools 
while gardening? Too many!!) A num-
ber of the good hardwood handles 
have a lanyard hole so you can tie a 
bright piece of ribbon to it.  
 
A mild day in December, it is a great 
time to clean, sharpen, repair, and oil 
tools so they’re in good shape for next 
year. Linseed oil (a non-toxic oil made 
from flax seed) prevents rust on metal 
and prevents wood handles from dry-
ing and splitting. 
 
Other things to do this month to pre-
pare for winter: 
 Do final cleanup in the garden. Rake 

up and compost the last leaves and 
debris. Clean up all dropped fruit 
and debris below fruit trees. 

 Turn the compost pile and add wa-
ter if too dry. 

 Deeply water trees and shrubs, espe-
cially new ones, before the ground 
freezes if rainfall has been light. 

 Before freezing weather, disconnect 
hoses and drain irrigation systems. 

 Cut lawn grass at usual height if 
needed. Tall grass can be prone to 
snow mold. 

 Winterize mower and all power 
tools. Run them to use up remaining 
fuel or add a fuel conditioner.  

 Winterize your trees. Wrap trunks 
of young trees to prevent damage 

from sunscald and chewing animals. 
Wrap twine around evergreens     
that bend or splay open under   
heavy snow or ice - a loose spiral     
of twine from bottom to top helps 
avoid  trouble.  

 See: “Winterize Your Trees” by  
Lindsey Purcell. https://www.ex 
tension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/ 
fnr-484-w.pdf.  
See: “Protecting trees and shrubs 
against winter damage” by Bert T. 
Swanson and Richard Rideout.  
https://www.extension.umn.edu/
garden/yard-garden/trees-shrubs/
protecting-from-winter-damage/. 

 Don’t try to remove snow and ice 
from trees or evergreens - breakage is 
likely. If they are bent over, they will 
usually recover by themselves. 

 Apply animal repellent over tasty 
spring bulbs such as tulips and cro-
cus and on trees, shrubs, and ever-
greens. Animals usually won’t bother 
daffodils or alliums. 

 Clean out annual containers. Store 
fragile pots before freezing weather. 
Frost-proof pots can stay outside 
during winter, but should be ele-
vated on pot feet or risers to allow       
for drainage. 

 After the ground freezes in Decem-
ber, mulch tender plants and newly 
planted perennials to protect and 
prevent them from heaving out of the 
ground during freeze/thaw cycles.  

 Leave some perennial foliage stand-
ing for winter interest - birds will 
feed on the seed heads. Cut back  
less decorative perennials after a 
frost, leaving 3-6” to protect the 
crown of the plant. Don’t cut down 
perennials with hollow stems, as 
they are especially prone to rotting 
in a wet winter. 

 If you plan on getting a potted or 
B&B live Christmas tree, dig the hole 
now before the ground freezes. Store 
the soil in a garage or shed until 
planting after the holiday. 

 Clean birdhouses and fill bird     
feeders. 

 
 
 

For more tips see: “Winter Garden 
Calendar” by B. Rosie Lerner 
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/
yardandgarden/wp-content/uploads/
sites/2/2016/10/HO-90.pdf. 
 
One more thing: make a holiday gift 
list for your favorite gardener. Give a 
new garden magazine subscription, 
microgreens (available at your favorite 
local independent garden center now) 
or a garden journal, and of course, a 
hori hori. Give yourself a comprehen-
sive resource: Seed Germination,  
Theory and Practice, 2nd edition, by 
Norman C. Deno, Professor Emeritus 
of Chemistry, Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. This book and one supplement 
are out of print, but Deno made them 
available as free PDF downloads. 
Thank you Santa Deno - that’s a gift 
for all seasons! 
 
And give yourself another gift and fill 
some planters with seasonal decora-
tion indoors and outdoors. Buy color-
ful stems, often called “woody florals” 
and berried stems locally or online 
from growers in the Midwest. Red and 
yellow dogwood, curly and flame wil-
low, birch poles, winterberry, holly, 
boxwood, pine, and other evergreen 
branches provide bright color now 
through early spring. Outdoors, it’s 
easiest to push stems into pots before 
the potting mix freezes hard. If you 
don’t have potting soil, an inexpensive 
option available at this time of year is a 
big bag of traction sand. Add lights 
and other decorative elements to cele-
brate the season. 
 
We hope your holidays are merry and 
bright and filled with the wonder of 
the winter garden at rest. 
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 Pear, Blue Cheese and 

Honey Tartine 
 
4 slices crusty bread sliced thin 

2 tablespoons canola oil 
4 oz. Roquefort or other blue cheese 

(slices or crumbles) at room 
temperature 

1 or 2 Bosc pears depending on size 
4 tablespoons honey 
 

Brush each slice of bread with the 
canola oil and later an even amount 
of blue cheese on each slice.   
 
Peel and core the pears and cut slic-
es vertically. Place slices over the 
cheese and grill the tartines for 

about 10 minutes or until the bread is 
lightly toasted. You can also do this in 
a grill pan on top of the stove. When 
done, generously drizzle on the honey 
before serving. Serves 4. 
 

-- National Honey Board 

 

 

 

Cheddar Cheese Puffs  
 
1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 
1/4 cup butter or margarine, sof-

tened 
1/2 teaspoon ground mustard 
 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. In  
a bowl, combine cheese, butter or 
margarine, and ground mustard; add 
flour and mix well. Roll into 1 inch 
balls. Place 1 inch apart on an un-
greased baking sheet. Bake at 400 
degrees F for 12 to 15 minutes or until 

lightly browned. Serve warm. Yield:  
2 dozen. 
     
-- 4 Ingredient Cookbook, Bonnie Scott 

Every gardener knows that under the  
cloak of winter lies a miracle ... a seed  

waiting to sprout, a bulb opening to the  
light, a bud straining to unfurl.   

And the anticipation nurtures our dream. 
                                                                                                                                                Barbara Winkler  



What’s Happening  

RIP Squad 
 
The RIP (Remove Invasive Plants) 
Squad December volunteer workdays 
to remove bush honeysuckle, burning 
bush, and autumn olive from two 
Tippecanoe County parks are: 
 
 Prophet’s Rock Woods on Tuesday,  

December 5, 12, and 19 from 3-5 
p.m. Meet at the little parking lot 
near Prophet’s Rock on Prophets 
Rock Road, just north of 600 N in 
Battle Ground. 

 Ross Hills Park on Thursday, De-
cember 7, 14, and 21 from 3-5 p.m. 
Meet at the Ross House parking lot. 
Take South River Road/Division 
Road past Ft. Ouiatenon and past 
the Granville Bridge. Then turn left 
on 875 W (past the Ravines Golf 
Course buildings). Follow the signs 
for Ross Hills Park, and take its 
entrance road to the Ross House 
parking lot (left turn from the    
entrance road). 

 
For more information, contact Patty 
Jones at 765-463-3050 or email at 
removeinvasiveplants@gmail.com. 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 
November 15th was the last Wed-  
nesdays in the Wild program for  
2017. Programs will resume in mid- 
January 2018. 
 

Garden Gossip 
 

Indiana Veterans’ Home 
 
It takes a hard-working and dedicated 
crew to plant, weed, deadhead, and 
water the over one dozen flower beds 
and planting areas at the Indiana  
Veterans’ Home (IVH) each season. In 
addition, there are also about 20 large 
planters to be cared for on the proper-
ty. This year, on Tuesday mornings,  
co-coordinators Bill Hayes and Jan 
Hiple had the assistance of Connie 
Brown, Melinda Patton, June Johnson, 
and Julieann Davis. Andrew Mahoney 

and his friend Julie were invaluable 
newcomers to the team, taking care  
of the Saturday morning watering 
chores. The group worked hard to 
keep the flowers all looking great 
throughout the growing season, and 
their efforts were rewarded with many 
compliments from the veterans, staff, 
and visitors to the IVH property on 
North River Road. 
   
Next year, we would welcome the ad-
dition of a couple more helpers for our 
Tuesday morning work sessions, so 
any new or current Master Gardeners 
who would like to join our group are 
encouraged to contact Bill or Jan to 
volunteer. If you’d like to help but 
can’t come on Tuesdays, we could per-
haps work out a different time for you 
to work independently on a particular 
flower bed or planting area. The work 
season begins in early April with prep-
aration of the planting areas, and con-
cludes at the end of October when we 
remove all the annuals and trim back 
the perennials. Some of the tasks are 
easier (i.e., weeding and dead-
heading), while others (pulling around 
those water hoses!) require some 
“muscle,” but it’s easy to find your 
niche. The appreciation all the people 
at IVH have for the work of our Master 
Gardeners is definitely more than 
worth the effort. Interested volunteers 
can reach Bill at whayes39@aol.com 
and Jan at jawh22@aol.com, or just 
look us up in the Green Book. 
 

Thyme 

(continued from back) 

 
to 22 gardens. Many of these gardens 
are located in food deserts. The down-
town center of Lafayette, Indiana is 
situated in a food desert where access 
to healthy, nutritious food can be lim-
ited. Urban gardens can provide a way 
to increase access while presenting a 
number of benefits to the surrounding 
area, including opportunities for com-
munity growth, education, and physi-
cal activity. This summer, we did sev-
eral projects (some more organized, 
others more organic) with different 

groups, including partnering with  
Bicycle Lafayette for a bike tour of  
several of our sites, capped off with a 
delicious meal made from ingredients 
grown in the gardens! 
 
It’s important to note that there are 
three types of gardens in the network. 
Share gardens, which are gardens 
planned, planted, and maintained as 
one large garden, contain produce that 
is available to anyone in need who vis-
its the garden. We also have some gar-
dens that are community gardens, or 
gardens subdivided into plots available 
to private gardeners for their own use 
within common guidelines by agree-
ment by season. (Some gardens feature 
a combination of share and community 
plots). Finally, some of our network 
members are private gardens, which 
are located in an organization’s or indi-
vidual’s private yard to serve one par-
ticular group. 
 
All excess produce is picked by volun-
teers and used for educational pro-
gramming, in food pantries, or deliv-
ered to Food Finders Food Bank to be 
distributed to 120 food banks in a 16 
county area. 
 
GrowLocal has been working really 
hard to become established across the 
neighborhoods the organization 
serves, and would love support from 
more folks passionate about gardening 
and community. Please visit our web-
site (http://growlocallafayette.org) and 
consider donating to our Spring Plant-
ing campaign by visiting http://bit.ly/
GrowLocal2017. With this fundraiser, 
we hope to receive donations that 
would enable us to buy supplies for 
spring planting, print additional maps 
that show the locations of the sharing 
gardens, develop educational signage 
for the gardens, and increase commu-
nity outreach efforts. 
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Word Thyme 
   By Erin Brock Carlson 
  
Happy Holidays, everyone! I’m sure 
that we’re all excited for a little bit of 
time with good food, extended family, 
and close friends.  
 
For my last column (I know, time  
goes so quickly), I wanted to write a 
bit about a local organization that I 
thought members of our group might 
be interested in learning about: Grow-
Local Lafayette, an urban gardening 
network dedicated to providing neigh-
borhoods in Lafayette with fresh pro-
duce, educational opportunities, and 
community-building projects.  
 
Full disclosure: I’m on GrowLocal’s 
board, and so I have a vested interest 
in talking about the group, but I actu-
ally found out about them through my 
work with the Master Gardener pro-

gram. Additionally, I serve as the MG 
Mentor for First Baptist’s garden - a 
volunteer opportunity you might have 
seen come across your email inbox 
from time to time. (Karen still needs 
folks to step up and serve as mentors, 
so if you’re interested in working on 
that in the spring, please let her know! 
I promise, it’s a great time!) So, there is 
plenty of room to bridge these two 
worlds and get more experience work-
ing in gardens other than our beautiful 
extension plots. 
 
At its core, GrowLocal is committed  
to building, nourishing, and nurturing 
community through establishing and 
growing urban gardens. By using these 
gardens to grow produce for neighbor-
hoods and to provide a space for edu-
cation and community building, the 
organization hopes to enhance the 
quality of life in each area it serves. 

Our vision is that through our efforts, 
we will participate in building, nour-
ishing, and nurturing community 
through establishing and growing ur-
ban gardens. The group has been able 
to do this by partnering with a variety 
of community organizations, including 
many area churches, the City of Lafa-
yette and the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, Friends of Downtown, the 
Tippecanoe County Health Depart-
ment, Imagination Station, Hanna 
Community Center, the Purdue Exten-
sion office, and many others. (I’m sor-
ry, I don’t have room to mention every-
one! Please visit http://growlocal  
lafayette.org for a complete list!) 
 
GrowLocal was started in late 2015 
with seven gardens located around 
downtown Lafayette, and has grown  
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