
Nature chose for a tool, not the 
earthquake or lightning to rend and 
split asunder, not the stormy torrent 

or eroding rain, but the tender  
snow-flowers noiselessly falling 
through unnumbered centuries 

                                                                                                      John Muir  

December 2018 

Still raking leaves? When life gives you 
leaves, make leaf mold - it’s one of the 
true treasures of the natural world.  
 
Leaf mold is essentially composted 
tree leaves. Unlike traditional compost 
that is a bacterial driven process that 
generates heat, leaf mold is produced 
in a cooler and much slower fungal-
driven process. Leaf mold adds valua-
ble organic material essential for rich 
humus soil. It can be used as a soil 
amendment to increase air and water-
holding capacity in the soil, and pro-
vide better habitat for macro- and  
microorganisms in soil. Used as mulch, 
it conserves moisture and moderates 
soil temperature.  
 
While it’s well known that autumn 
leaves are mostly carbon, a study con-
ducted at Rutgers University proved 
there are vital elements present as 
well. Small amounts of nitrogen pre-
sent in autumn leaves are mostly used 
up during the decomposition process, 
but other macronutrients (phosphor-

us, potassium, calcium, magnesium, 
and sulfur) and micronutrients (boron, 
iron, manganese, zinc, chlorine, and 
copper) remain and slowly become 
available to plants. https://www.spect 
rumanalytic.com/support/library/ff/
Plant_Nutrients_in_Municipal_Leaves.
htm. 

 
Wire leaf bins  (aka wire compost 
bin) are great for composting au-  
tumn leaves. Pile up leaves and leaf 
mold happens. 

 
Bins should 
be a mini-
mum 36” x 
36” wide 
and 30”-36” 
tall or 
whatever 
height 
works for 

you. Wire leaf bins are simpler and less 
expensive than many compost bins. 
Most are open on top; some have a 
wire lid.  

Some have 
a rod that 
threads 
through 
the corners 
for easy 
assembly; 
some have 
hinges. 
Prices for 

the exact same units can vary widely.  
 
You can make a DIY wire leaf bin 
from a cattle/hog/feedlot fence panel.  
 
                               (continued on page 4) 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

December 4  6 p.m.  
Judy’s Catering 

101 Plaza Lane, Lafayette 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

Growing and Cooking 
with MICROGREENS 

Kathryn Reeves 
This is the annual holiday dinner. The 
meal will start at 6 p.m. 
  

January 8  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

History of the Fairgrounds Oaks & 
How Their Offspring Will Live On 

Chad Evans 
Chad is the Chief Meteorologist at 
WLFI Channel 18. He has always  
been interested in gardening and the 
natural world. 

 
For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

https://www.spectrumanalytic.com/support/library/ff/Plant_Nutrients_in_Municipal_Leaves.htm
https://www.spectrumanalytic.com/support/library/ff/Plant_Nutrients_in_Municipal_Leaves.htm
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mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net


2 

At 6:30 p.m., Marilyn Redmon intro-
duced a recipient of the 2018 MGATC 
Scholarship, Daelyn Marie Jones. 
Daelyn is a sophomore at Purdue  
University studying horticulture. She 
thanked MGATC for their support 
and detailed her future career plans. 
 
Jan Sadler introduced Peter Golds-
brough, a professor in the Purdue De-
partment of Botany and Plant Patholo-
gy. His presentation, “Genetically 
Modified Plants: Marvel or Malady?,” 
discussed scientific advances in genet-
ically modified plants and cultural per-
ceptions regarding GMOs. 
 
Cheryl McCool called the business 
meeting to order at 7:47 p.m. 
 
The October meeting minutes were 
approved as posted in the November 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray provided the Treasurer’s  
Report through October. Income of 
$1,036 included dues, donations total-
ing $186, $250 for the holiday dinner, 
and $260 for the Saturday workshop. 
Expenses of $1,029 included the  
Purdue scholarship and materials  
for the Children’s Garden. After  
deducting expenses, the total balance 
was $37,588, with $14,600 of non-
restricted funds. The contrast between 
the start of the 2017 fiscal year and 
2018 fiscal year was a gain of $1,000. 
 
Jim Jeray noted that the Board decided 
to post the MGATC tax-exempt sta-
tus information on the website. Mem-
bers will be able to use this informa- 
tion to make appropriate purchases  
for MGATC community projects. In 
addition, the detailed budget will be 
posted to the website by the end of  
the year. 
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Bill Hayes 
and Jan Hiple, who are stepping down 
as chairpersons, for their work at the 
Indiana Veteran’s Home. Anyone in-
terested in becoming a chairperson  
can contact them with questions and 
notify Cheryl McCool of their interest. 
 

Pat Miller reminded members that the 
December holiday dinner will take 
place at Judi’s Catering on December 
4th. Social time will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
and dinner will take place at 6 p.m. 
She will submit a count to the caterer 
at the end of November. 
 
Cheryl asked for any chairperson an-
nouncements. Billie Seaton announced 
that the December 2018 dinner will be 
the last meeting to submit dues in per-
son. Dues are due by January 1, 2019 for 
inclusion in the Green Book. As of the 
November meeting, 45-50 people had 
already paid dues. 
 
Mickey Penrod thanked everyone who 
used AAS hashtags and announced 
that the AAS garden won third place. 
Reduce, reuse, recycle will be the 
theme for the 2019 garden. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that the next 
public education workshop will take 
place in January 2019, with the date 
and topic still pending. 
 
Karen Mitchell welcomed the 2018 
interns in attendance and recognized 
them by asking the interns to stand. 
She then thanked Bill Hayes and Jan 
Hiple for their work at the Indiana 
Veteran’s Home, noting that there are 
five eager interns willing to volunteer 
at the Home. 
  
Karen Mitchell thanked Kristel Kaye 
for compiling the Green Book over the 
past 12+ years and announced that 
Kristel will be stepping down. Karen 
has the relevant information; and Kris-
tel will help teach anyone interested in 
volunteering to replace her. 
 
Karen Mitchell thanked everyone for 
their patience while she acclimated  
to her new director position. She  
then noted that the Wabash River  
Enhancement Corporation (WREC) 
offers a cost-share program that could 
potentially finance up to 75% of the 
costs related to the completion of the 
compost pile project. 
 
 

Karen Mitchell congratulated Mickey 
Penrod, Sue Swick, and Bill Dilling for 
their dedication to the award-winning 
AAS garden. She also thanked the pub-
lic education center volunteers for 
their hard work. Due to the continued 
influx of questions, the center will 
continue to be open on Thursdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. 
 
Sue Swick announced that Explora-
tion Acres is giving away free straw 
bales. Doug Jones announced that he 
was selling honey at the meeting. Ju-
lieann Davis was accepting donations 
of pumpkins to be donated to the Kan-
da Farm Sanctuary. Greg Dean asked if 
some of the Feast of the Hunter’s 
Moon straw could be moved to the 
Cumberland Gardens; Karen Mitchell 
replied that something could be orga-
nized if necessary. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl 
McCool adjourned the meeting at 8:09. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer's  
Report 
 
As we are more than half way through 
this short adjustment year - to bring 
our fiscal year in line with the calendar 
(and gardening) year, our finances are 
in good shape. 
 
The budget for next year (January - 
December 2019) was approved at the 
last Board meeting. I will post the 
budget details on the MG website 
about the middle of December so ev-
eryone knows what has been allotted 
and can plan accordingly. Also on the 
website, as I mentioned at the last 
meeting, you can find our sales tax 
exempt numbers for several area stores 
for use when buying supplies for your 
master gardener projects. 
 

Jim Jeray 

MGATC Minutes: Nov 6, 2018, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 6:02 p.m. In attendance were 
Jolaine Roberts, Jim Jeray, Pat Miller, 
Jerry Millard, Karen Mitchell, and 
Kristen Noel. 
 
The October minutes as posted in the 
November issue of the Garden Beet were 
approved with one correction: the Oc-
tober commissioner meeting was held 
on October 15th as opposed to the 5th. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the financial report. 
As of November 8th, he collected 
$1,047 in dues from Billie Seaton and 
$330 for the December dinner. 
 
Jim Jeray then provided an overview of 
the proposed 2019 budget, which was 
already approved by the financial com-
mittee. Changes from 2018 included 
the following: the Hanna Center 
Adopt-a-Spot will no longer receive 
funds as it is no longer an approved 
project, intern class scholarships will 
not have a budgeted amount due to 
Dona Brown’s memorial fund, the  
Garden Beet budget will decrease by 
$125, and the social events budget will 
decrease by $500. Allocations with 
increased budgets include the Indiana 
Veteran’s Home, the Children’s Gar-
den, publicity, the Open House, insur-
ance, and consulting fees. The total 
projected budget is $15,510. The Board 
then approved the 2019 budget. 
 
Jerry Millard provided an update on 
the extension garden security system 
on behalf of Julieann Davis. A quote for 
the installation of a security system 
has not yet been received. Karen 
Mitchell noted that there are cameras 
already installed in the garden con-
nected to two solar panels that are not 
correctly hooked up. Jerry suggested 
buying a solar panel to power an addi-
tional camera to catch license plates. 
He will contact Julieann Davis to as-
sess progress, purchase any necessary 
materials, and install those materials 
as needed. 
 

Karen Mitchell reported that a 
lawnmower and tiller have been do-
nated to replace the stolen items; Jerry 
Millard offered to use his truck to pick 
the machines up. He also noted that 
the garden equipment will be winter-
ized by mid-November. 
 
Jerry Millard offered a membership 
update on behalf of Billie Seaton. Billie 
identified multiple membership-
related items on the website that 
should be updated, such as dues being 
due at the January 2019 monthly meet-
ing. Karen Mitchell offered to make 
the suggested website changes. Karen 
also noted that a volunteer application 
form should be completed annually, 
either online or in paper. Jolaine Rob-
erts will remind members at the De-
cember meeting to check their volun-
teer application form status. 
 
Jolaine Roberts asked for any new 
business. Jim Jeray reported that he 
filed the MGATC IRS tax paperwork 
for the year ending August 2018. 
 
Jerry Millard asked if the co-
presidents and vice presidents have 
met with commissioners; Karen 
Mitchell reported that they have not 
set up a meeting yet. She also reported 
that Cheryl McCool attended the Oc-
tober 15th commissioner meeting, and 
they have approved to have the exten-
sion property surveyed.  
 
With no further business, Jolaine Rob-
erts adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

RIP Work Days 
 
December 2018 work days to remove 
invasive shrubs (non-native bush hon-
eysuckle and burning bush) are listed 
below. Long sleeves, long pants, 
gloves, and boots are recommended. 
Bring loppers or stump pullers if you 
have them. We’ll be pulling out or cut-
ting/lopping/sawing/herbiciding inva-
sive shrubs. Herbicide will be provided 
for those comfortable using it. 
 
On Tuesdays, December 4, 11, and 18 
from 3-5 p.m. at Prophet’s Rock Park 
(Woods). Meet at the little parking lot 
on Prophets Rock Road near Prophet’s 
Rock - just north of 600 North near 
Battle Ground. 
 
On Thursdays, December 6, 13, and 20 
from 3-5 p.m. at Ross Hills Park. 
Meet at the Ross House parking lot. 
Take South River Road/Division Road 
past Ft. Ouiatenon, Granville Bridge, 
and the Ravines Golf Course. Turn 
left on South 875 West, following the 
signs for Ross Hills Park. 
 
For more information contact Patty 
Jones at 765-463-3050 (land line 
voicemail) or removeinvasiveplants. 
wcinpaws@gmail.com. 
 
Remove Invasive Plants (R.I.P.) is 
sponsored by the West Central Chap-
ter of the Indiana Native Plant and 
Wildflower Society (INPAWS) and 
the Sycamore Audubon Society (SAS) 
in cooperation with the Tippecanoe 
County Parks & Recreation. 
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MGATC Board: Nov 8, 2018,  
6 p.m., TCEO 

What’s  
Happening 

I prefer winter and fall, when you feel 
the bone structure of the landscape - 
the loneliness of it, the dead feeling of 

winter. Something waits beneath it,  
the whole story doesn't show. 

                                                                                      ~ Andrew Wyeth  

mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
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(continued from page 1) 

 
These are usually 16 feet long by 34”-
50” tall - available at home improve-
ment and farm supply stores. One  
panel makes a good size bin with four 
sides (or a 5 ft. diameter round bin). 
We like to be able to open just the 
front panel to remove finished leaf 
mold and to easily disassemble and 
store the bin if needed. Concrete rein-
forcing steel mesh is available in 7 ft. - 
10 ft. lengths, but is a bit less sturdy 
than fence panels.  
 
Section of layout for measuring and 
cutting panels:  

You’ll need safety glasses, sturdy 
gloves, bolt cutter, measuring tape, 
and fastening devices (wire, strong 
plastic twine, zip-ties, carabiners,  
or bulldog clips) to hold corners  
together. Find large bulldog clips at 
dickblick.com and other vendors.  
Removeable fasteners or clips are  
recommended, especially for front  
corners. Corner posts are optional if 
you want a very sturdy structure. 

 
 
Leaves usually take about three years 
to break down into leaf mold. Some 
gardeners spread a shovel of soil over 
each 12” depth of leaves in the bin to 
add fungal microorganisms that help 
the composting process. The pile of 
leaves will reduce down to one third or 

less of its original height in the bin. If 
you have several bins, you can start a 
fresh supply each year in rotation. You 
can also use partially composted leaves 
as mulch after only one year in the bin. 
 
For more information: 
Making Leaf Mold: https://lee.ces. 
ncsu.edu/2011/12/making-and-using-
leaf-mold/. 
Using Leaf Compost: https://www.nj. 
gov/dep/dwq/pdf/rutgers_leaf.pdf.  
 
An alternative choice is to “leave the 
leaves.” The Xerces Society for Inverte-
brate Conservation urges everyone to 
allow standing dead plant material and 

leaves to stay on the ground 
as vital winter cover to help 
the survival of moths, but-
terflies, snails, spiders, and 
many other insects includ-
ing beneficial and pollinat-
ing insects. Learn more at 
https://xerces.org/2017/10/ 
06/leave-the-leaves/. 
See also: http://mgofmc.org/
fall-leaves-love-em-and-
leave-em/. 
 
DECEMBER TO-DO LIST: 

 Continue to apply animal repellent 
over spring bulbs such as tulips    
and crocus and on trees, shrubs,   
and evergreens.  

 Store fragile pots before freezing 
weather. Frost-proof pots can stay 
outside during winter. 

 Create seasonal displays in pots and 
planters with colorful stems, box-
wood, and evergreen cuttings.  

 Start forcing tender bulbs like Pa-
perwhite narcissus and Amaryllis 
(Hippeastrum) in warm or slightly 
cool indoor temperatures.  

 Start forcing hardy bulbs like tulips, 
daffodils, hyacinth, grape hyacinth, 
crocus, and others for indoor 
blooms.  

 Mulch tender perennial plants and 
provide winter protection for        
roses when plants are dormant,   
temperatures are cold, and the 
ground has frozen. 

 Winterize mower and all power 
tools. Run them to use up remaining 
fuel or add a fuel conditioner.  

 Leave some perennial foliage stand-
ing for winter interest - birds will 
feed on the seed heads. Cut back   
less decorative perennials after a 
frost, leaving 3-6” to protect the 
crown of the plant. Don’t cut down 
perennials with hollow stems, as 
they are especially prone to rotting 
in a wet winter. 

 Clean birdhouses and fill bird     
feeders. 

 Mark your calendars for the First 
Day Hike at Prophetstown State 
Park and all Indiana State Parks on 
January 1st. 

 
For more tips on houseplant, yard, and 
garden care see: “December Garden 
Calendar” by B. Rosie Lerner 
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/
yardandgarden/december-garden-
calendar/. 
 
Happy Holidays to all! 
 

Gadgets         

 Roasted Brussels Sprouts 
 

1/4 cup olive oil 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/4 teaspoon onion powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
1 pound brussels sprouts, trimmed 

and cut in half 
 

Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. In a 
large bowl, combine olive oil, garlic 
powder, onion powder, salt, and pep-
per. Add brussels sprouts and gently 
toss until evenly coated. Place on 

rimmed baking sheet. Bake 25 to 30 
minutes, or until tender and browned, 
turning once halfway through cook-
ing. Serves 6. 
                                    ~ Mr. Food  TEST KITCHEN  
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https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/december-garden-calendar/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/december-garden-calendar/


Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County

2017-18 Membership Application & Annual Dues 

Updated 7/17/2017 

The Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County dues are $25 per year for an individual or $40 per year 
for a couple at the same address.  This annual fee will allow access to the Garden Beet by email, the ‘Members 
Only’ area on the website, and the monthly educational seminars, as well as, voting rights during the annual 
election.  If you would like to receive printed copies of either the monthly Garden Beet or the Green 
membership book, please select the option below. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________  City: _____________  State: _____  Zip:______ 

Phone: ___________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 

Please check the membership options that you would like below: 

o Individual Annual Dues $25 

o Couple Annual Dues (please include both names above) $40 

o Garden Beet (if you wish to receive monthly printed copies) $12 

o Green Membership Book (if you wish to receive a printed copy) $2 

TOTAL =  $______ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________  Email: _______________________________________ 

Primary gardening interests (i.e. roses, perennials, organic, etc): ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Areas in which I think I can be an effective Master Gardener and achieve volunteer hours: 

___  Public Speaking  ___  Staffing info booths 
___  Great Annual Annual Planting  
___  Serving as an officer  
___  Serving as committee chairperson 
___  Working at Adopt-A-Spot 
___  Event planning  
___  Preparing publicity 
___  Working with youth 
___  Helping with plant sales  

___  Planning workshops 
___  Presenting workshops 
___  Writing for the Garden Beet 
___  Greenhouse or nature center docent 
___  Working in Display & Idea Gardens
___  Working in Demonstration Gardens 
___  Helping at the Garden Expo 
___  Helping at the Annual Open House 

___  Other (please specify): __________________________________________________________________ 
Please return this completed form and a check for the amount of your dues (payable to Master 
Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County) to Billie Seaton by the September 2017 
monthly meeting, or mail them to: Billie Seaton / 1712 Mason Dixon Drive South / West Laf, IN 47906 



Garden Beet 
1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
Address changes: 
Billie Seaton  1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
(765) 463-5701  seatonbl1@frontier.com 
Editorial correspondence: 
Chris Ramsey  4801 North 600 East  Lafayette IN 47905-9764 

(765) 589-8601  MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com 

I frequently tramped 
eight or ten miles 

through the deepest 
snow to keep an  

appointment with a 
beech-tree, or a yellow 

birch, or an old  
acquaintance among  

the pines 
                                                        Henry David Thoreau 

 Get Well Soup 
 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 small onion, chopped 

2 cloves garlic, minced 
1 cup chopped baby carrots 

2 stalks celery, chopped 
1 zucchini squash, diced 

2 cups green beans (fresh or frozen) 

1 (14-1/2-ounce) can kidney beans, drained and rinsed 
3 cups cabbage, shredded 

2 (14-1/2-ounce) cans chicken broth 
3 cups tomato juice (V8, homemade, or other store bought) 

2 teaspoons Herbes de Provence (always includes savory, mar-
joram, rosemary, thyme, and oregano) 

salt and pepper, to taste 
 

In a large pot, heat olive oil and saute onion, garlic, carrot, and 
celery until soft. Add green beans, zucchini, and kidney beans. 

Stir in broth and tomato juice. Bring to a boil and reduce heat to 
simmer for 15 minutes. Stir in shredded cabbage and Herbs de 

Provence and allow to wilt for 10-15 minutes. Add salt and pepper 

to taste. Serve hot. Serves 6-8. 
                                                                           ~ RecipeLion.com 
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