
February 2016 

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Programs 
 

February 1  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Trees Lafayette Mission  
Matt Green 

Matt will present a talk on the Trees 
Lafayette mission and their plans for 
the coming year. 
 

March 1 
Norma Hackney & Don Pickle 

Norma and Don will talk on the ac-
complishments in the Demo Garden 
and the plans for this coming year. 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/index.html 

The Latest Dirt 

It is really hard to believe that 2015 
is behind us. The new year is under-
way and we could not be more 
proud of this association. What a 
great group of volunteers and posi-
tive thinking members with a can-
do spirit. This is an appropriate 
time to reflect on the accomplish-
ments of the past year, learn from 
the challenges we faced and make 
plans for the year ahead. Many 
times reflections can be more useful 
than resolutions. You cannot know 
where you are going until you take 
stock of where you have been. If you 
had a great year, then keep doing 
those things that made it a success. 
If not, be glad in knowing that you 
get another chance for a fresh start. 
 
 

It takes everyone to build and main-
tain a successful organization. It is 
accomplished by volunteering, help-
ing the community, being top-notch 
gardening citizens, and always 
striving to do the right thing. It is 
very easy to take the low road and 
avoid seeking increased responsibil-
ity that will benefit the public and 
our Master Gardener Association of 
Tippecanoe County. 
 
We trust all of you have set your 
goals for 2016. Without a definite 
plan of action and commitment to 
achieve your plan your efforts will 
wander aimlessly thru time and  
anything you accomplish will be by 
accident. Last year was a winning  
 
 

year but by talking with our mem-
bers, we sense an even greater 2016 
on the horizon. With us hosting the 
2016 conference and the 2017 Inter-
national Iris show ahead this associ-
ation will be setting the bar ex-
tremely high for others to follow. 
 
Each one of our members plays a 
key role in fulfilling our mission. 
And the two J’s want to thank each 
of you for all you have done in 2015 
and plan to do in 2016. 
 
The future of the MGATC has  
never been brighter. The Associa-
tion is well on the way to becoming 
an even brighter shining star in  
the community.             
         

                                                                                                                           Jerry and John  

          by Flora N. Fauna 
 
Need a good read for these last 

weeks of winter? The Friends of Old 
Bulbs Gazette at www.oldhousegar 
dens.com recommends The Artist’s 
Garden: American Impressionism and the 
Garden Movement. Gardening is a cre-
ative act, and plants can be amaz-
ingly beautiful, so is it any surprise 
that artists are often gardeners - or 
should it be said that gardeners are 
often artists? 

In The Artist’s Garden, the intertwin-
ing histories of American art and 
American gardening from about 
1880-1920 are explored in seven  
essays by noted experts. Written  
to accompany a traveling exhibit  

organized by art historian and avid 
gardener Anna O. Marley of the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, 
the book focuses on artists from the 
Northeast and the Philadelphia area 
which has had a rich gardening tra-
dition for centuries. More than 100 
of the book’s 250 pages feature full-
page color illustrations of paintings 
and other works by artists ranging 
from well-known figures such as 
Childe Hassam and Mary Cassatt  
to lesser artists whose work is often 
equally impressive. As might be  
expected, the essays vary in interest 
and readability, but they’re all  
worthy contributions. An example 
is Katie Pfohl’s “The Garden Paint-
ed, Planted, and Printed” explores  
 
                          (continued on page 4) 

http://www.oldhousegardens.com/
http://www.oldhousegardens.com/
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Cheryl McCool called the meeting 
to order and introduced Angie Ma-
nuel, Interpretive Naturalist at 
Prophetstown State Park. Ms. Ma-
nuel gave a very interesting presen-
tation with slides showing many of 
the wildflowers that can be spotted 
at the Park. Twenty sixteen marks 
the Indiana State Park System’s 
100th anniversary and Prophetstown 
State Park is in the process of re-
storing the park to its original state. 
Ms. Manuel invited everyone to vis-
it the park and take in its beauty 
and explore its varying spaces of 
wetlands, woodlands, and prairies.   
 
Jerry Millard thanked Ms. Manuel 
for her informative presentation. 
 
Minutes of the December 1, 2015, 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the January Garden Beet. 
 
Jerry Millard then welcomed and 
introduced the new members from 
the 2015 class who were in attend-
ance: Diana Hollenbeck, Gary Van-
Laere, Kristen Noel, Sam Noel, 
Cheri Frederick, and Margot 
Schuerman. Each person told us a 
little about themselves. 
 
Pat Miller was not in attendance  
at the meeting but Jerry Millard 
reported that the association’s bank 
balance as of December 31, 2015  
was $14,283.79. 
 
Cheryl McCool reminded everyone 
that the date for the Garden Expo  
is April 23, 2016. Members were en- 
couraged to start their planting for 
the plant sale. Julieann had seeds for 
anyone interested in starting plants 
for the Expo. Vendor letters will be 
sent out by the end of January. Lau-
rie Madlung volunteered to be the 
coordinator for the children’s area. 
 
No report was given regarding the 
2016 state conference but plans are  
 

moving forward.  Sheila Koller  is 
working with several volunteers 
who are currently working on the 
cooling ties for the welcome bags. 
 
Mickey Penrod asked for volunteers 
for the Display and Idea Gardens.  A 
sign-up sheet was at the back of the 
room for volunteers to sign up after 
the meeting. 
 
Mary Isaacs asked for volunteers  
for the Butterfly Garden in West 
Lafayette. 
 
Denise Ottinger also had sign-up 
sheets at the back table for bake 
sale items for the Garden Expo 
along with a list of items preferred.  
All items must be brought in by Fri-
day, April 22. No items will be ac-
cepted on Saturday, April 23. 
 
Konie Hughes also asked for volun-
teers for the Demonstration Garden. 
A planning meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 6 at 2:30 p.m.   
 
Sheila Koller reported that she  
attended a Master Gardener ses-
sion in Seymour, Indiana, and  
was amazed at the Nature Center, 
etc. She also noted that to remain  
a master naturalist requires 30 ser-
vice hours and 12 education hours 
each year. 
 
Dee Dilling asked the members to 
keep her informed of any get well or  
sympathy cards which need to be 
sent to members. 
 
Karen Mitchell thanked everyone 
for getting their applications com-
pleted and turned in. Most of them 
have been turned in. She will per-
sonally contact those that she  
still needs. 
 
There is a “Gardening Conference” 
sponsored by the University of Illi-
nois Extension and Purdue Exten- 
 

sion which qualifies for two educa-
tion hours. The conference is being 
held on Thursday evening, January 
28, 2016 at the Beef House Restau-
rant in Covington, Indiana. The  
cost of the conference is $20 which 
includes a meal and is to be paid at 
the door when you arrive. Flyers  
are on the back table. Anyone inter-
ested can contact Karen Mitchell to 
be registered. A sign-up sheet for 
car-pooling was also placed at the 
back table. 
 
Karen Mitchell asked for a volun-
teer to help with a compost barrier 
which has come down at the West 
Lafayette Community Gardens. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that a co-
chair is needed for the Cumberland 
Community Gardens to work with 
Monique Fontaine next season. The 
plan is to work with Don Nead this 
year as he plans to give up this post 
next year. Anyone interested should 
contact Jerry Millard. 
 
Mona Cavanaugh announced that 
there is a need at Columbian Park 
for three landscapers and one man-
ager. These are seasonal paid posi-
tions. Anyone interested should 
contact the Parks’ Department. 
 
Perry Schnarr asked for four or five 
volunteers to periodically help gar-
deners at Chatham Square Gardens. 
 
Sheila Koller then led the members 
in singing “A Great Garden” to the 
tune of “White Christmas.” 
 
Regarding membership, Billie Sea-
ton noted that she has just emailed 
the updated list of members and 
asked that everyone review it and 
report any changes to her by Friday, 
January 8, in order to get the green 
membership book ready to print. 
 
                          (continued on page 5) 

MGATC Minutes:  January 5, 2016, 7 p.m., TCEO 
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Present for the meeting were Jerry 
Millard, Cheryl McCool, Jan Sadler, 
Debbie Ladd, Billie Seaton, Andy 
Hughes, Carol Byers, Elizabeth 
Hartley, and Karen Mitchell. 
 
Jerry Millard called the meeting to 
order at 6:05 p.m.   
 
Billie Seaton and Andy Hughes dis-
cussed setting up a Google Drive for 
the MGATC. There was a real con-
cern about having all of the records 
in one place and backed up in order 
to prevent any loss of information.  
Setting up the Google Drive could 
keep all of the records safe and in 
one place. The Google Drive offers 
free space on the cloud for records 
storage. Information which could be 
stored on the cloud are: Articles of 
Incorporation, Bylaws, business en-
tity reports, community projects, 
newspaper articles, Garden  Beet, his-
torical records, past and present 
membership records, volunteer and 
education hours records, etc. Access 
to the Google Drive would be given 
to Jerry Millard (President), Andy 
Hughes (Webmaster), and Karen 
Mitchell (Advisor). The Board ap-
proved moving forward with the 
Google Drive project. 
 
Elizabeth Hartley discussed the reg-
istration fees for the 2016 state con-
ference. Based on prior conferences, 
a discount in the registration fee  
was given to members who volun-
teered and who attended the confer-
ence. She asked if the Board would 
be willing to give a discount rate for 
volunteers. This year early bird reg-
istration will be $150, standard reg-
istration will be $160, and late regis-
tration will be $170. The Board ap-
proved a $30 flat rate discount.  
Elizabeth Hartley will coordinate 
with Theresa Silver (Volunteer  
Coordinator for the conference) to 
determine who is eligible for the 
discount. This discount will be  
 

announced at the February monthly 
meeting. Elizabeth noted that they 
are considering preparing a volun-
teer form to be attached to the reg-
istration form; members will pay 
$30 less and attach the form to the 
registration when submitting it; 
then the MGATC will pay the addi-
tional $30 for each registration.    
 
Karen Mitchell then discussed the 
“Growing Through Leadership” pro-
gram which is a 5-week program 
that will be held on Wednesday 
evenings from March 16 through 
April 13 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
Tippecanoe County Extension Of-
fice. The program’s maximum num-
ber of attendees is 25. Karen Mitch-
ell asked the Board to consider giv-
ing a discount to MGATC members 
who attend the program. After a 
brief discussion, the Board approved 
giving a $20 discount to MGATC 
members who attend. 
 
Cheryl McCool then gave a report 
on the Garden Expo. Vendor letters 
will be mailed within a week or so.  
The Garden Expo will be on the 
front of the March edition of the 
ShopsMart publication. Andy 
Hughes will send a direct link to the  
Garden Expo to Cheryl McCool to 
be added to the advertisement. 
Cheryl McCool is still working on 
speakers. Jerry Millard, Debbie 
Ladd, and Karen Mitchell will give 
her some suggestions for speakers 
for the conference and for future 
monthly meetings. Denise Ottinger 
is working on getting volunteers for 
specific baked goods for the bake 
sale. Members need to start growing 
plants for the plant sale and collect-
ing garden items for the Garden 
Shed sale at the Expo. This needs to 
be announced at the February 
monthly meeting.   
 
Jerry Millard noted that 42 mem-
bers have not submitted any hours 
for 2015. He is helping to contact 

them to get their hours reported. 
Jerry Millard then distributed lists 
of 2016 and 2017 Board meeting 
dates as well as 2017 monthly meet-
ing dates. 
 
Karen Mitchell met with the Mar-
keting Director at University Place.  
They have meeting space for com-
munity organizations to use at no 
charge. The Board decided to have 
the March 10 meeting at University 
Place to try it out since the small 
conference room is not available for 
our use on that date. 
 
Karen Mitchell then noted that the 
Tippecanoe Battleground Chapel 
Garden is looking for help. They are 
in need of one or two volunteers to 
help with the garden. This is an ed-
ucational garden and is open to the 
public. In order to add a garden to 
the MGATC list of accepted volun-
teer opportunities, someone needs 
to complete a form and the Board 
has to approve it. Carol Byers volun-
teered to handle this task. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  
7:45 p.m. 
    

                      Respectfully submitted, 
                             Jan Sadler 
       Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MGATC Board, January 14, 2016, 6 p.m., TCEO 

In seed-
time learn, 
in harvest 

teach,  
in winter  

enjoy. 
       ~William Blake  
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(continued from page 1) 

 
the rise of chromolithography in 
nursery catalogs and commercial art 
and its impact on fine art and the 
public’s acceptance of the brighter 
palette of Impressionism. 

 
The 2016 Garden Trends Report 

lists NaTECHure at number 7. It is 
the intersection of two of the hot-
test trends in education: technology 
and nature, combining virtual and 
augmented reality to engage kids 
with gardening, health, and fitness 
in fun, new ways. With Generation 
Z, born 1995-2009, being the most 
sedentary generation in American 
history, it is vital to get children and 
their parents outdoors by creating 
adventures that layer mysteries, sto-
ries, and puzzle-solving over unpre-
dictable environments or backyards. 
Whether it’s camping on The White 
House lawn, attending outdoor kin-
dergarten, or using a motor-sensory 
shovel, experiences that heighten 
the senses and get people outside 
playing are necessary. Whether run-
ning, playing, storytelling, or even 
geocaching, NaTECHure has the 
potential to mobilize a new genera-
tion of nature lovers by getting peo-
ple off the couch, outside, and dig-
ging in the dirt again. 

  
From Greenhouse Management 

comes news of Pantone Color Insti-
tute’s designated color of the year 
based on trend forecasting across a 
variety of industries and markets. 
For the past 15 years, they’ve select-
ed one hue, but for 2016, the color 
experts have broken their own mold 
and announced two shades with a 
specific plant as part of the inspira-
tion. Soft tones Rose Quartz and 
Serenity, reminiscent of the light 
pink and light blue hues used in boy 
and girl baby announcements, 
clothes, and other items historically 
used to designate the genders, are 
expected to make waves this year. 

Pantone said it wanted calm, sooth-
ing colors to combat stress and anx-
iety and promote a sense of well-
being. Initial inspiration for the sky-
blue and cotton-candy-pink shades 
may have come from a naturally 
peaceful space - a garden. In an in-
terview with American Public Me-
dia’s Marketplace, Leatrice Eise-
man, executive director of the Pan-
tone Color Institute, pointed out 
the blending of faded pink and blue 
hues on a hydrangea plant in her 
garden when talking about how 
they determined the Color of the 
Year. “Hydrangeas, I think, are 
sometimes more beautiful when 
they’ve died than when they’re 
alive,” Eiseman said, pointing out 
shades of pink and blue that still 
tinge the blossoms, the colors, as it 
turns out, that she and her team 
picked for 2016. These tones are also 
more muted than some of the hues 
Pantone has selected recently, per-
haps signaling a return to the popu-
larity of softer shades of annuals and 
pastel-colored plants that some 
breeders noted during California 
Spring Trials. 

  
Americans are cutting down on 

meat consumption to both lower fat 
and cholesterol intake and to save 
money. Responding to this growing 
trend, W. Atlee Burpee & Co., 
America’s home gardening industry 
leader since 1876, will introduce a 
revolutionary new eggplant for 
2016, specially bred for texture and 
flavor. “It just might be,” says 
Burpee, “the best meat substitute 
ever.” The density and texture of 
‘Meatball,’ make it a suitable meat 
substitute - as a hamburger, egg-
plant steak cutlet, or in any recipe 
calling for meat. “Whether you 
bake, fry or grill it, ‘Meatball’s tex-
ture and flavor are amazingly like 
beef,” says George Ball, Burpee’s 
chairman and chief executive. 
“What makes ‘Meatball’ a game-
changer,” he notes, “is the sweet, 

succulent, buttery taste, and dense, 
meaty consistency. Thanks to 
Burpee’s breeders, who have com-
bined the best traits from heirlooms 
and hybrids, ‘Meatball’ overcomes 
three eggplant gripes: seeds with a 
bitter aftertaste, surplus water, and 
fast-oxidizing flesh that quickly 
turns brown. ‘Meatball’s meaty tex-
ture, overall mouthfeel, and flavor 
make it an eggplant like no other.” 

  
High Country Gardens hosts an 

on-going photography contest with 
the grand prize being a $250 gift 
certificate. The summer/fall 2015 
winning photo was of a ladybug on 
a blade of grass. High Country Gar-
dens offer plants, products, and in-
formation that support long-term 
ecological balance and builds and 
sustains the love of gardening for 
generations to come. Their mission 
is to improve the earth one garden 
at a time. They are especially known 
for their xeric plants that need mini-
mal water and care once estab-
lished. The winter photography 
contest details will soon be posted 
at http://www.highcountrygardens. 
com/gardening/photo-contest/.  
 

Latest Dirt  

In the depths 
of winter I  

finally learned 
that within  
me there lay  
an invincible 

summer. 
                   ~Albert Camus 

http://www.highcountrygardens.com/gardening/photo-contest/
http://www.highcountrygardens.com/gardening/photo-contest/
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To commemorate the MGATC 25th 
anniversary and in the spirit of the 
theme of the state conference 
MGATC is hosting, “Commemo-
rating our Legacy.” Dee Dee Long, 
our new History chairperson is 
gleaning some items from past Gar-
den Beets and news articles. Here is 
the first look back. 
 
Taken from the July ‘92 Garden Beet: 
  
In 1991 there was no tuition for the 
Master Gardener class, just a fee of 
$35 to cover materials and hand-
outs. The class met for three-hour 
sessions once a week for 14 weeks. 
Master Gardener interns (those 
who have completed course work 
only) were required to “pay” for the 
class with service hours. Interns 
had to work one hour for every hour 
of training, roughly 42 hours. Theo-
retically they were given one full 
year to complete their service 
hours. The service hours included 
such projects as helping at the Pur-
due Garden Day, planting the gar-
den by the horticulture building, 
writing garden articles for publica-
tion, giving lectures, etc. After com-
pleting their service hours, interns 
were certified as Master Gardeners.  
  
There were 20 counties in Indiana 
and 44 of the 50 states that offered 
the Master Gardener program. 

(continued from page 2) 

 
Any responses to the email an-
nouncements should be sent direct-
ly to Donna Cumberland. Her con-
tact information is on the website.  
Donna will be sending weekly email 
announcements. Anything urgent 
should be brought to her attention 
to be sent immediately. 
 
Carl Stafford reminded everyone 
that the deadline for reporting 2015 
volunteer and education hours is 
January 15. He reported that he 
needs hours reported by that date in 
order for awards to be ready for the 
banquet at the March meeting. 
Jerry Millard gave the state of the 
MGATC  report. He was pleased to 
report the the organization is in 
fantastic shape. Paid memberships 
total 199 at this time. The organiza-
tion has never been stronger or bet-
ter. Dues have been paid on time, 
open positions have been filled 
quickly, people are interested in 
what is happening. The organiza-
tion is moving forward at a steady 
pace. The Garden Expo, our primary 
money maker, is coming up in April, 
the 2016 state conference will be in 
Lafayette in June, and it is “our time 
to shine for Indiana and Purdue 
University.”  Adopt-a-spot sites are 
looking well thanks to Ed Knoth.  
Jerry Millard thanked everyone for 
wearing name badges as it is im-
portant to show pride in the organi-
zation. Our goal is to continue to 
move forward and move up. Our 

organization is going to show a tre-
mendous amount of progress this 
year and we are off to a great start 
thanks to everyone for their hours 
and efforts to make us number one 
in the state.   
 
Margot Schuerman was asked to 
choose a number for the evening’s 
door prize. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at  
8:45 p.m. 

    

                                Respectfully submitted, 
                                                           Jan Sadler 
 

Financial  

Report 

 
November 1, 2015 through  

December 31, 2015 
 

Beginning Balance              $14,349.41 
 
Income 
Dues                                            $728.00 
MGA State Conference         $780.00 
Amazon Foundation                $22.96 
Interest                                             $.24 
 
Expenses 
Public Service/Projects       $1,263.37 
Education                                   $50.00 
Member Services                    $283.45 
 
Ending Balance                  $14,283.79 
 

                                         Pat Miller, Treasurer 

MGATC Roots   Minutes 

Life expectancy 
would grow by 

leaps and 
bounds if green 

vegetables 
smelled as good 

as bacon.  
                             ~Doug Larson 

Demo Garden 
 
A Demonstration Garden planning 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 6, from 2 - 3:30 at the ex-
tension building. Please come if you 
are interested in volunteering in the 
Demonstration Garden this year, 
whether you want to help sporadi-

cally or regularly, work a little or a 
lot, or want to take care of a partic-
ular vegetable, or help where need-
ed. All help is appreciated. If you 
cannot attend let me know, and if 
you are not yet on my mailing list 
and want to be, let me know!  
 

                                                       Konie Hughes  
                               (koniehughes@yahoo.com  

Garden Gossip 

mailto:koniehughes@yahoo.com
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What’s Happening 

MGATC Workshops 
 

February 13  9 a.m.-noon 
TCEO  

How to Start A  
Vegetable Garden  

Jerry Millard & Karen Mitchell  
 

March 19  9 a.m.-noon  
TCEO  

Tower Garden and How  
the Aeroponics Growing  

System Works  
Austin Kasso  

Farm to Table: The  
Importance of Healthy  

Nutritional Food  
Kirsten Serrano 

 

Spring 2016 Emerald 
Ash Borer University 
 
Purdue University, Department of 
Entomology, is hosting a free webi-
nar series about the Emerald Ash 
Borer and other invasive forest 
pests. The webinars will be held on 
Thursdays at 11 a.m. The webinar 
consists of six seminars as follows: 
 
 January 28 - Beech Bark Disease:  

Efforts to Look For and Cultivate Host 
Plant Resistance 

 February 11 - Setting EAB Manage-
ment Priorities in Maryland 

 February 25 - Staging an Urban   
EAB Infestation to Improve Protection 
and Planning Efforts 

 March 10 - EAB Preparedness and   
the Early Years in Colorado 

 March 24 - Update of EAB Wood-
land Population and Damage Dynamics 

 April 14 - Is Firewood Still a Vector   
of Invasives? A Case Study of Firewood 
Movement through the New Hampshire 
Speedway 

 
For more information, go to emeral-
dashborer.info and click on the 
green “EAB OnDemand” button or 

the “Emerald Ash Borer University” 
icon on the upper right hand side of 
the page. 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

February 3  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
The Microbiome: Are Bacteria 
the Key to Save Amphibians? 

Obed Hernandez-Gomez 
Obed Hernandez-Gomez, Purdue 
Ph.D. candidate, will present a  
synopsis of how the analysis of  
skin microbial communities is be- 
ing used to aid amphibians threat-
ened by pathogens, including Indi-
ana’s most endangered salamander, 
the Hellbender. 
 

February 10  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Backyard Beetles 

Jeff Holland 
There are thousands of species of 
beetles in Indiana. Explore beetle 
biodiversity with Jeff Holland 
(Associate Professor, Purdue Land-
scape Ecology Lab) and discover the 
roles these animals play in several 
ecosystem services. 
 

February 17  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Lions and Coyotes and  

Bears, Oh My! 
Warren Gartner 

Across the country large carnivores 
are expanding their ranges, often 
appearing in areas where they have 
not been seen for many years. IDNR 
Conservation Education Supervisor, 
Warren Gartner, will explain the 
biology behind this trend and pro-
vide tips for citizens who might 
encounter these large predators. 
 

February 24  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
A Tour of the Indiana  

Dunes National Lakeshore 
Kip Walton 

In honor of the National Parks Ser-
vice’s Centennial, we will take a 
virtual tour of our own national 
lakeshore: The Indiana Dunes. Kip 

Walton, NPS Ranger and Outreach 
Program Coordinator, will show us 
favorite landscapes and hidden 
gems and discuss the diversity and 
challenges of this iconic park. 
 
LOCATIONS : 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): 
In West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 

 

 

Punxsutawney Groundhog Club’s 

Official Groundhog Cookies  
 

2 c. sifted flour 

1/2 t. salt 

1/2 t. baking soda 

1 t. baking powder 

1 t. ground ginger 

1 t. ground cloves 

1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1/2 c. soft butter 

1 c. sugar 

1/2 c. molasses 

1 egg yolk 

1 egg, slightly beaten 

Currants or raisins  
  

Sift together first seven ingredients and 

set aside. Cream butter and sugar until 

fluffy. Blend in molasses and yolk. Stir in 

flour mixture and mix well. Form into a 

ball. Wrap in plastic wrap. Chill overnight, 

several nights, or freeze. Place small 
amounts of dough on a sheet of plastic 

wrap, and cover with plastic wrap. Roll 
1/8-inch thick. Cut out cookies with lightly 

floured groundhog cutter. Place cookies 

on greased baking sheet. Brush with 
slightly beaten egg. Decorate with cur-

rants or raisin eyes. Repeat until all 
dough is used. Bake 8 to 10 minutes in  

a preheated 350°F. oven. Cool slightly 

before removing from cookie sheet. 

Makes 72 or more medium-sized ground-

hogs. TIP: To enhance the groundhog look 

and add more texture, cover the cookies 

with icing and chocolate sprinkles. 



Herb Bed 
(continued from back) 

 
These tracks might lead to other 
areas favored by the woodchuck: 
open forests, fields, lawns, and 
rocky areas. Unlike other wildlife, 
this animal seems to thrive on hu-
man encroachment of natural habi-
tats. Agricultural areas offer acres  
of tunneling ground and an abun-
dance of food crops, berms along 
roadways grow a bounty of wild, 
nutritious plants, and deforested 
lands become edible and protective 
pastures or building sites complete 
with landscaping plants and gar-
dens, all veritable salad bars for  
the varmint.     
  
The destructive habits of the wood-
chuck cause many gardeners to 
overlook the significant role the ani-
mal plays in the environment. Dig-
ging and tunneling aerates the soil 
and blends the nutrients while its 
wastes act as fertilizer for the soil. 
Abandoned tunnels and dens be-
come shelters for other creatures 
like fox, rabbit, skunk and raccoon, 
and the woodchuck provides food 
for coyote, fox, weasel, badger, 
hawk, and eagle.  
  
The woodchuck is also an interest-
ing creature. It sits up on its hind 
legs while using its keen eyesight 
and hearing to scout an area for 
danger. If threatened, it will re-
spond by arching its body, baring 
its teeth, raising its tail or scurrying 
back to the safety of its burrow. 
Some call it the whistle pig, alluding 
to the shrill alarm it sounds to warn 
other woodchucks of approaching 
predators. It may also hiss, growl, 
shriek, bark or chatter its teeth. The 
industrious rodent digs long, deep 
burrows with its powerful limbs 
and thick claws, removing hundreds 
of pounds of soil as it constructs 
tunnels up to 30 feet long and five 
feet deep. Excavated soil accumu-
lates around the tunnel’s entrance, 
indicating many underground 

chambers and escape exits below. 
One grass-lined area will serve as a 
nest chamber where the animal will 
spend hibernation. Another special 
chamber will serve as a reservoir for 
its wastes.  
  
Despite these important and inter-
esting characteristics, gardeners 
must continue to devise ways to 
deal with the marauding invader 
and have tried everything from  
repelling it with mothballs to trap-
ping and poisoning. Live-trapping  
is a popular and easy way of deal-
ing with nuisance garden raiders. 
First, check your state’s laws. It is 
illegal to possess, transport, or relo-
cate wildlife in some states. Reli-
able baits for woodchucks include 
apple slices, carrots, sweet corn, 
and fresh lettuce. 
  
The best solution is a fence, for it is 
permanent, causes no harm to the 
animal, and allows for peaceful co-
existence. Since the woodchuck can 
climb as well as tunnel, a fence de-
sign needs to consider both activi-
ties. Most sources suggest a fence of 
three to four parts, the first being 
walls at least three feet high, made 
of heavy, two-inch woven wire. Sec-
ondly, the top of the fence needs to 
be an extended section of 12 to 15 
inches and left unsecured at the top 
of the fence post, bending outward 
from the garden and downward at a 
45-degree angle. The instability of 
this unattached section discourages 
the pest from climbing. To discour-
age tunneling under the fence, the 
third part of the barrier should ex-
tend 18 inches into the ground. Fi-
nally, as added protection, lay an-
other two-foot-wide strip of fencing 
flat against the ground on the out-
side of the fence, just below the 
ground’s surface. Be mindful of 
gates, they will need to be critter-
proofed also. 
  
Building a fence takes time and ef-
fort, but should keep troublesome 

critters at bay, giving you the satis-
faction of solving a problem and the 
confidence to continue dreaming of 
your best garden yet.   
  
This article originally appeared in the March/April 
2013 issue of Indiana Gardening magazine. Reprint-
ed with permission from State-by-State Gardening, 
Inc. Visit indianagardeningmag.com. 
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Groundhog Cupcakes 

  

12 baked cupcakes  
6 Almond Joy candy bars  

12 white jelly beans 
3 watermelon slice candy 

48 brown miniature M&M's chocolate candies 
4 chocolate wafer cookies 

frosting 

black decorating gel 
 

     Purchase or prepare your favorite cup-
cake recipe. Chocolate, devil’s food, or spice 

will give the appearance of soil or sand. 
From the center of each baked cupcake, 

remove a section of the cupcake, creating  
a slot, into which an Almond Joy will be  

inserted vertically. The Almond Joy will later 
become a groundhog, popping out of the  

ground (cupcake).  
     Spread a layer of frosting on the cupcake. 

Depending on the weather at the time of the 

groundhog’s appearance, white frosting can 
be used to look like snow or green frosting  

to look like grass or brown frosting to look 
like bare ground. Place the Almond Joy  

upright in the slot. For the groundhog's eyes, 
trim the ends from a white jelly bean, stick 

them in place with frosting, and then dot 
them with black decorators' gel. Add a tiny 

triangle cut from a watermelon slice candy 
for a nose, brown M&M Minis for ears and 

cheeks, and a tiny rectangular piece of white 

jelly bean for teeth. (These features may also 
be added by using various colors of icing or 

decorators’ gel.) Sprinkle chocolate cookie 
crumbs around the partially emerged 

groundhog to look like the soil he brings to 
the surface with him, and he's ready to make 

his prediction. 

http://indianagardeningmag.com
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
February 2 celebrates Groundhog 
Day, a time when thoughts return  
to spring and finds gardeners 
dreaming of their best gardens yet. 
But, beware! There are critters 
dreaming of your gardens, too, one 
being the woodchuck (Marmota mon-
ax), also known as the groundhog. 
No matter what you call it, this pest 
can destroy gardens by burrowing 
through beds and devouring plants, 
two habits that give the critter its 
bad reputation.     
  
There is good reason for all its tun-
neling and feasting. The woodchuck 
is just now stirring from hiberna-
tion, where, since last October, it 
has been rolled tightly into a ball  
in its underground home. Now   
ravenous, having lost half its body  
 

weight during that dormant period, 
the woodchuck must spend the  
rest of this year regaining enough 
weight to survive next winter’s  
hibernation. 
 
The woodchuck is a burly rodent of 
the family Sciuridae, belonging to 
the group of large ground squirrels 
known as marmot. It grows to two 
feet long, including a six-inch busy 
tail, and weighs between four and 
14 pounds, the heaviest at hiberna-
tion. Distinguishing traits include a 
broad head with rounded ears that 
contract and close when the animal 
digs; grizzled brown fur, reddish at 
the underbelly; chisel-like incisor 
teeth that are white, unlike most 
rodents; short legs with typically 
black feet; and loose fitting skin 
that gives the woodchuck a peculiar  
 
 

appearance when running, called 
“pouring along.”   
 
The woodchuck is a voracious her-
bivore, foraging mostly on plant 
parts, occasionally eating snails, 
insects or eggs. An adult wood-
chuck consumes between one and 
one-and-one-half pounds of vegeta-
tion daily. It is diurnal, meaning 
active during the daylight hours, so 
you might spot one dining in your 
garden or sunning itself while bask-
ing on a log or rocky area, probably 
dreaming of your garden again. Be 
on the lookout during the hours just 
after sunrise and, again, later in the 
afternoon. If you suspect this in-
truder, check the soil for prints. The 
woodchuck is flat-footed with four 
clawed toes on its front feet and five 
clawed toes on its rear feet. 

The Herb Bed  

 (continued on page 7)  


