
Expo Exchange 

Garden Expo Raffle 
 
This year at the Garden Expo we will 
have a raffle of garden items to sup-
port the scholarships MGATC gives to 
Purdue and Ivy Tech students. We 
have two garden tubs to fill with new 
items such as pruners and other hand 
tools, pots, grow bags, garden books, 
and other gardening items. If you have 
any donations for the raffle, please 
bring them to the February, March, or 

April meetings or contact Pat Miller at 
765-714-5463 or pmillerathome@com 
cast.net with any questions. 
 

MGATC Hours 
 
Reminder that all volunteer and edu-
cation hours need to be turned in by 
January 15. Please turn in your hours 
to keep your membership intact and 
for the awards banquet in March. If 
you are having difficulty, please call 
Carl Stafford for assistance. 

Away in a meadow all covered with snow 
The little old groundhog looks for his shadow 

The clouds in the sky determine our fate 
If winter will leave us all early or late. 

                                                                                                     Don Halley 

February 2018 

The first month of the year has flown 
by, not sure how that happened so 
quickly. Hope all of you are receiving 
seed catalogs and garden supply cata-
logs and thinking about raising some 
seedlings for the Garden Expo which 
will be April 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  It 
is not too early to start thinking about 
the Expo and growing plants for the 
plant sale. Planning your own personal 
garden is also a good thing to do in 
February, so all those catalogs and 
supply books can really come in handy!  
As I am writing this communication 
for the Beet it is supposed to be 60  
degrees tomorrow in the middle of 

January; sure does get me thinking 
about spring and hopefully it will be 
just around the corner and not too 
much more snow and ice to navigate in 
the next couple of months.  
 
I hope all of you are enjoying the New 
Year and had wonderful holidays with 
family and friends. Jolaine and I look 
forward to this coming year of our 
presidency and want to have your ide-
as and comments expressed to us, so 
please feel free to email or call either of 
us with concerns or suggestions to 
improve our organization. Please also 
feel free to help with the planning of 

the Garden Expo and get involved by 
participating in one of our planning 
meetings. Send me an email if you 
would like a notification of our meet-
ing dates in the next couple of months. 
 
Hopefully, you were all able to navi-
gate the new volunteer hours system 
and get your 2017 hours in for our 
awards banquet in March. We will see 
you at February’s meeting!  
 
 Cheryl McCool and Jolaine Roberts 
 Co-Presidents 
  

A Word From Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

Feb 6  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Preparing for Spring 
Amy Krause 

Bennett’s Greenhouse 
Amy will join us to give a presentation 
of what things we need to be doing in 
anticipation of spring!  
  

Mar 6  6 p.m. 
Judy’s Catering 

101 Plaza Lane, Lafayette 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

John Cavaletto 
Probiotics aren’t just for people. Plants 
have their own version! Dinner will 
start at 6 p.m. 
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

mailto:pmillerathome@comcast.net
mailto:pmillerathome@comcast.net
mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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Cheryl McCool called the meeting  
to order at 6 p.m. Present for the  
meeting were Karen Mitchell, Cheryl 
McCool, Jim Jeray, Jerry Millard, Dee 
Dee Long, Jan Sadler, Pat Miller, and 
Kristen Noel. 
 
Kristen Noel read the December  
board meeting minutes, which were 
approved as posted in the January  
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray presented the Financial Re-
port as of December 31, 2017. The 
checking account balance for unre-
stricted funds was $17,893.80 and the 
savings account balance was 
$10,531.61. Restricted funds in the 
amount of $7,155.83 remain in the ac-
count. An additional $918 in dues were 
collected during December, which 
makes approximately $3,900 in sub-
mitted dues for the year. As a result of 
board members’ calls to lapsed mem-
bers in December 2017, approximately 
$500 in dues are still anticipated. If 
that figure is added to the $3,900 in 
submitted dues, there will be approxi-
mately $1,000 less in dues than the 
previous year. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that the Jeff 
Phillips memorial sign is on display in 
the TCEO main meeting room and will 
remain there until it is mounted in the 
extension office gardens. 
 
Cheryl McCool asked Karen Mitchell 
if she would be able to print donor 
recognition signs for the extension 
office gardens. Karen Mitchell agreed 
to print the signs. 
 
Pat Miller reported on the status of the 
2018 March Awards Banquet location. 
After examining other venues, she, Dee 
Dee Long, and Jan Sadler recommend-
ed Judi’s Catering. Cheryl McCool  
requested a vote; the board unani-
mously voted to approve Judi’s Cater-
ing as the location. Pat Miller will in-
quire about a down payment. Jan Sad-
ler and Dee Dee Long agreed to send 
out an email blast to announce that 
Master Gardeners who wish to attend 
the March Awards Banquet should 

bring $10 to the February MGATC 
meeting for dinner. 
 
Dee Dee Long provided an update on 
the planning of the 2018 Open House. 
Based on three available dates, she rec-
ommended July 15, 2018 as the event 
date. Jan Sadler suggested that estab-
lishing a consistent annual date for 
future Open Houses would better fa-
cilitate planning and promoting. Dee 
Dee Long proposed that there should 
not be a plant sale this year; those in 
attendance agreed. 
 
Karen Mitchell distributed copies of 
the 2018 Indiana Festival Guide book-
let, which has an advertisement for the 
2018 Garden Expo. 
 
Cheryl McCool provided an update on 
the 2018 Garden Expo. She anticipates 
that there will be three speakers for 
the event. Kathryn Reeves has agreed 
to be a speaker for the 11 a.m. time slot. 
For-profit vendor forms were mailed 
out in the first week of January 2018; 
non-profit vendor forms will be sent 
out during the third week of January. 
Karen Mitchell noted that she has  
already received multiple completed 
vendor forms as well as a nursery  
license for the event. Cheryl McCool 
announced that the next planned Gar-
den Expo planning meeting will take 
place on January 16, 2018 at 6 p.m. at 
the TCEO. 
 
Pat Miller reported that she and Jim 
Jeray met with a CPA about MGATC’s 
tax forms, which have been completed 
but not submitted. Physical copies 
were handed out at the board meeting. 
Pat Miller reported that the MGATC 
is in good standing with the IRS; how-
ever, she would like to enact three new 
policies in case of an audit. These poli-
cies, which she will craft over the up-
coming months, will detail conflict of 
interest, record retention, and whistle-
blower guidelines. The board then dis-
cussed the current organization sys-
tem for all files. 
 
As an ongoing effort to understand 
and respond to members’ concerns and 

ideas, the board discussed survey re-
sults previously submitted in Novem-
ber and December 2017. Prominent 
discussion topics included: improving 
attendance and engagement through 
interesting speaker topics, improved 
retention of interns, consolidating an-
nouncements during meetings, and an 
annual review of the monthly meeting 
start time. The board agreed to contin-
ue efforts to provide clarification using 
the Garden Beet and monthly meetings. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that the 
county fairgrounds will be available 
during the planned construction  
for future Garden Expos. She also  
announced that Carl Stafford will be 
available to assist members in entering  
volunteer hours online; bulk hours are 
also acceptable for online entry. 
 
Cheryl McCool adjourned the meeting 
at 7:47 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer's  
Report 
 
As I write this, the view out my win-
dow looks more like Siberia than gar-
dening season, but I will be patient. 
The weather also explains the scant 
activity in the treasury. 
 
We received $875 in dues in January 
bringing total membership to 181. If 
the few outstanding checks ($313 
mostly for administrative expenses) 
are cashed, it will add about $560 to 
our account. Dues fell short of budget 
by about $730, so success of the Gar-
den Expo is more critical.   
 
In the near future I anticipate expens-
es for the club’s share of the March 
awards banquet and some early gar-
dening expenses to begin to eat into 
the nice balance we enjoy during the 
winter months. 
 
 Jim Jeray, Treasurer   

MGATC Board: January 11, 2018, 6p.m., TCEO 



November 2017 Survey Results: 

 

Question 2 We have noticed attendance is lower that usual.  Is it because of the following? 

14 Speaker – topic  We are working on this and hope to come up with more diverse topics and speakers 

7 Meeting start time not good for FT workers ( We voted last year and the membership agreed to 6:30  

start time for meetings, we can look at this on a yearly basis. 

1 Health reasons 

16  Meeting too long-  We are working on this 

11  Other commitments (vacation/work)  

10  Other 

Comments: 

No volunteer hours given for meeting and seminar travel – This is a statewide rule and cannot be  

changed by Tippecanoe County. 

Start at 6 and limit speakers to 45 minutes - We will look at start time on a yearly basis but ask our speakers 

to talk for only 45 minutes. 

Meeting every other month – Against our MGATC bylaws 

More interesting speakers/paid speakers – working on this if you have suggestions for speakers please  

pass them on to Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler 

Why 3 programs about bees during 3 consecutive months – those speakers all volunteered to speak and        

it just happened to be consecutive months, they did however each have different perspectives. 

Cut announcement length at meeting – we will try to consolidate 

Too much change/have too much money in CD for a not for profit – A year where we are 40 members     

short of last year or short on money from Garden EXPO could wipe us out financially this is why we need 

savings. 

Meetings need to be fun, not begging for volunteers.  Need to cut projects – We reviewed projects with     

the membership last year and cut what we could but most members wanted to keep the projects we       

have. Working on some social activities for meetings. 

Review and act on the results of the Growing your Goals workshop- we have and held vote to get rid of    

projects. 

Improve /use the sound system/miss given for dates and other info- not sure we can do anything about         

this as the county owns the building and are not going to invest in another sound system at this time. 

Have the meeting in the garden- working on this especially for HoeDown 

It seems MG’s cater more toward peiole that don’t work /working people feel frowned upon- Not                   

intentional and will work at being more inviting, there are Saturday spots available for volunteers 

Question 3:  What would you like to see at meetings? Speakers, field trips, please make suggestions. 

Thank you for your great ideas we are looking into each of them. 
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2018 Spring Tonic 
 

Mar 3  8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Orange County  

Community Center 
1075 Sandy Hook Road 

Orange County 4-H Fairgrounds 
Paoli, Indiana 47454 

11th Annual Spring Tonic  
Master Gardeners in attendance will 
earn five educational hours. Local 
craftsmen/artisans will be present. 
Four door prizes will be given in the 
form of gift certificates. For more in-
formation email hmg13@gmail.com or 
call Sharron at (812) 278-6794.  
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

Feb 7  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
What is a Mature Forest Bird?  
Habitat-use of Breeding Birds  

in Southern Indiana  
Patrick Ruhl 

Patrick Ruhl (Ph.D. student, Purdue 
Department of Forestry & Natural 
Resources) will share his research 
findings on the habitat associations  
of mature forest bird species through 
work conducted as part of the  
Hardwood Ecosystem Experiment 
since 2015. 

Feb 14  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
River Otters & Bobcats:  
Indiana Conservation  

Success Stories 
Geriann Albers 

IDNR Furbearer Biologist Geriann 
Albers will showcase the natural his-
tory of these charismatic mammals and 
will provide information about oppor-
tunities to help survey and monitor 
Indiana’s wildlife. 
 

Feb 21  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Bluebird Basics 

Mary Cutler & Brenda Moore 
Join Mary Cutler and Brenda Moore 
(Tippecanoe Count Parks & Recrea-
tion Department) to learn tips and 
techniques for becoming a bluebird 
landlord. The program will also in-
clude the opportunity to make a blue-
bird box; cost $10. Bring a hammer. 
 

Feb 28  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Wildflower Identification: 

A Family Matter 
Dan Childs 

Learn how to ID common wildflowers 
based on plant family characteristics 
with Dan Childs (author of “Back 
Roads -  

 
A Pictorial Guide to Common Mid-
western Forbs, Flowers & Grasses”). 
While learning botanical terms and 
characteristics, participants will also 
learn how many “weeds” play im-
portant roles in local ecosystems. 

 
Mar 7  1-3 p.m.  DPL 

A Year in the Life of  
a Fisheries Biologist 

Tom Bacula & Bri Clara 
Tom Bacula and Bri Clara (IDNR Fish-
eries Biologists) will discuss the meth-
ods used to study and enhance local 
fishing opportunities, focusing on the 
Bicentennial Nature Area, Wildcat 
Creek, and other local waterways. The 
program will also include a fish age 
estimation activity, which provides 
connections to water quality. Carpool 
at 12:30 p.m. from Battle Ground. 
 
LOCATIONS: 
DPL (Delphi Public Library): Meet at 1 p.m. at the 
library: 222 East Main Street, Delphi, IN 46923 or 
join the 12:30 p.m. carpool from the Battlefield Monu-
ment parking lot off North 9th Street in Battle Ground. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature  
Area): On the north side of Lindberg Road, between 
Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road in  
West Lafayette. 

Question 4  What is the best way to communicate with you?  

# of Responses  

 36 Email 

 12 Phone 

 13 Text 

 19 Garden Beet 

  Other 

 

Question 5 Wouldn’t it be fantastic if we… 

Thanks for all of your suggestions and comments, we are looking into them all. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl McCool, co-president 
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Gadgets 

(continued from back) 

 
If you don’t want to bother with ger-
mination tests, check online for lists of 
seed viability. Purdue University Ex-
tension has a life expectancy list of 
some vegetable and flower seeds at: 
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/
yardandgarden/storing-leftover-
garden-seed/.  Iowa State Extension 
has a longer list of vegetable seeds’ av-
erage life expectancy at: https://hort 
news.extension.iastate.edu/1999/4-2-
1999/veggielife.html. 
 
February TO-DO List: 
If you still have a few late variety  
paperwhite narcissus bulbs (like 
‘Chinese Sacred Lily,’ ‘Constantinople,’ 
‘Galilee,’ ‘Grand Soleil D’Or,’ ‘Inbal,’ 
and ‘Wintersun’), start them early this 
month. Kits with early varieties like 
‘Ziva’ are unlikely to produce blooms 
now, so don’t buy them at this time of 
year. If you’re forcing hardy bulbs like 
tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils in pots, 
check periodically to see if they need 
water - they should be slightly moist 
but not wet or they may rot. 
 
Houseplants need more light and hu-
midity, but reduced water during win-
ter. Check houseplants for insect 
pests. Some insecticidal soaps are  
safe for use indoors. Spider mites 
thrive in dry air, but can be washed  
off plants with a good shower. To  
reduce the mess, cover pot soil with 
aluminum foil before spraying plant 
with water. Kill mealy bugs by dab-
bing each one with a Q-tip soaked in  
a little rubbing alcohol.  
 
If you want living green things in the 
house during winter but don’t have 
time to keep houseplants alive, get a 
bunch or two of Israeli Ruscus foliage 
from a florist. These sturdy green 
leaves stay fresh looking in a vase of 
water for many months.  
 
If you have a warm place and grow 
lights, start slow-to-germinate seeds 
like peppers and celeriac mid to late  
 
     

 
February. A few perennials need to be 
started 10-12 weeks before the last 
frost date in our area. 
 
Keep bird feeders filled. Our home-
made squirrel baffle (a section of stove 
pipe) on the bird feeder post is still 
working, but if the snow gets more 
than 20” deep the squirrels may be 
able to jump above it - and they do 
keep trying. Suet cakes attract wrens, 
downy and red-bellied woodpeckers, 
and blue jays. We always hope we’re 
home when flocks of cedar waxwings 
arrive in late winter to strip the 
crabapple trees of the last fruit. 
 
If you notice damage to trees and 
shrubs from foraging animals, reapply 
repellents and consider deer fencing 
for next year. Black polypropylene 
deer fence is available in rolls of 5, 6, or 
7 feet tall by 100 feet long. Black mesh 
allows plants to breathe and blends 
into the background landscape from a 
distance. The Chicago Botanical Gar-
den lays this mesh over beds of spring 
bulbs to discourage digging animals. 
 
Enjoy all your new garden catalogues. 
Check your seed inventory and make a 
“have” list of seeds. Make crazy long 
“want” lists of vegetable and flower 
seeds and plants - you have plenty of 
wintertime left to regain your sanity.  
 
Visit a big tropical glasshouse and 
bask in warmth and humidity. In Indy, 
there’s Hilbert Conservatory at White 
River Gardens and Garfield Park Con-
servatory; Fort Wayne, Foellinger-
Freimann Botanical Conservatory; 
Cincinnati, Krohn Conservatory in 
Eden Park; and Chicago, Lincoln Park, 
Garfield Park, and Chicago Botanical 
Garden. Visit a local greenhouse/
nursery for a quick mood lifter. Stay 
warm and happy. Spring will be here… 
eventually… 
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 Banana Bread Oatmeal  

(Instant Pot recipe) 
Serves 4 

Prep + Cooking Time: 25 minutes 

 

1/2 cup walnuts, chopped 
3-1/3 cups water 

2 cups oatmeal 
1 tsp. vanilla 

2 bananas, mashed 
1/4 cup honey 

pinch of salt 
 

Place all of the ingredients into the Instant 
Pot. Stir to combine well. Close the lid, select 

PORRIDGE, and cook for 10 minutes. Allow pres-
sure to release naturally. Serve and enjoy! 

  Electric Pressure Cooker 
  Instant Pot Cookbook, 
  Samanta Klein 

 
 

Roasted Broccoli with  

Lemon and Parmesan 
 

1 large head of broccoli (1-1/2 lbs.) cut into 1-
1/2 inch florets, stems peeled and sliced 

1/4 inch thick 
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil 

Kosher salt 
freshly ground pepper 

2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice 
1 teaspoon minced shallot 

2 tablespoons freshly grated Parmigiano-
Reggiano cheese 

 

Preheat the over to 400o F. On a large baking 
sheet, toss the broccoli florets and stems with 

2 tablespoons of the olive oil and season with 
salt and pepper. Roast the broccoli in the oven 

for about 30 minutes, tossing halfway through, 
until browned and tender. 

 
In a small bowl, whisk the lemon juice with the 

shallot and the remaining 2 tablespoons of olive 
oil; season the dressing with salt and pepper.  

Scrape the broccoli into a bowl. Add the dress-

ing and the grated cheese, toss well and serve. 
Serves 4. 

  Melissa Rubel Jacobson,  
  May 2014, Food & Wine  

https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/storing-leftover-garden-seed/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/storing-leftover-garden-seed/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/storing-leftover-garden-seed/
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/1999/4-2-1999/veggielife.html
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/1999/4-2-1999/veggielife.html
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/1999/4-2-1999/veggielife.html


Garden Beet 
1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
Address changes: 
Billie Seaton  1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
(765) 463-5701  seatonbl1@frontier.com 
Editorial correspondence: 
Chris Ramsey  4801 North 600 East  Lafayette IN 47905-9764 

(765) 589-8601  MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com 

Great Gadgets and Tools 
 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway  

A great “tool” for gardeners is a seed 
germination test. Garden and seed cat-
alogues are arriving. Do you need more 
seeds? Of course you do! But if you 
have old seed from previous years and 
you’re not sure if they are still viable, 
do a test before you order new seeds.  
 
DIY Seed germination test kit: 
Seeds, paper towels, plastic sandwich 
bag, spray bottle, and pen or perma-
nent marker  
Optional: Hydrogen peroxide - buy  
it in a brown opaque bottle marked  
3% solution 
 
How to:  
Roll up 10 or 20 seeds in a damp paper 
towel and put iy in a plastic bag 
marked with the date and seed name. 
Keep it moist and, for many seeds, 
place in a warm location. Check for 

germination after one week - some 
seeds may take additional days. If few-
er than half sprout, order fresh seed or 
sow extra when you plant. Some seeds 
require pretreatment before germinat-
ing in a warm environment, such as 
stratification (chilling the seeds), scar-
ification (nicking the seed coat with a 
pin, knife, or sandpaper), or chemical 
scarification (soaking, misting, or rins-
ing the seeds in plain water or a solu-
tion of water and hydrogen peroxide). 
 
Be sure to open the plastic bag every 
week for a minute or so to allow oxy-
gen in, although typical sandwich bags 
are a bit permeable and allow enough 
oxygen exchange. Remoisten the paper 
towel if necessary. 
 
Some gardeners prime or presoak 
seeds in a very mild solution of hydro-

gen peroxide (H2O2), instead of just 
plain water. We usually mix 10 ounces 
of water to 1 ounce of hydrogen perox-
ide in a spray bottle and spray it on the 
paper towel. Research studies suggest 
H2O2 may be a signaling molecule in-
volved in ending dormancy and start-
ing germination of many seeds. It may 
also help kill mold on the paper towel 
since it has disinfectant properties, but 
too much will kill seeds.  
 
Hydrogen peroxide starts to degrade 
when exposed to light. If you don’t use 
up the solution within a couple of 
days, mix a new batch. Maybe on a day 
when you really have cabin fever, you 
can try germination tests with and 
without H2O2. 

 (continued on page 5)  


