
February 2019 

A Word from Co-Presidents, Jolaine and Cheryl 
This winter my husband, Paul, and I 
have the opportunity to experience a 
warmer climate during the cold winter 
months in Indiana. The yard here has a 
fair amount of mature landscaping, 
much of which I could not identify. I 
love the ornamental side of gardening, 
while Paul likes to grow vegetables 
and fruits. Needless to say, we are un-
prepared for the differences in zone 10 
gardening. We have done the usual 
things, bought a book on snowbird 
gardening, visited a local nursery, 
talked to neighbors; but today I hit the 

jackpot when I 
found the Char-
lotte County Mas-
ter Gardeners. 
They offer a plant 
clinic at the local 

library every Tuesday and Thursday 
for two hours, as well as having two 
clinics at local big box stores every 
month. With the photos on my cam-
era, they helped me identify the trees, 
shrubbery, and plants in the yard, and 
offered info on fertilizing and pruning. 
I also learned that vegetable gardening 
has to be done in raised beds or con-

tainers due to the nematodes. Before  
I left their clinic, a Master Gardener 
came in with his excess tomato, pep-
per, eggplant, and kale starts, so I was 
able to bring home some 
plants for my husband. We 
are going to plant the vege-
tables in discarded recycle 
bins. I signed up for their 
Landscape Gardening Se-
ries; five sessions starting  
in late January. I believe 
they will be instrumental 
in helping us learn about 
Florida-friendly gardening. 
 
Master Gardeners is a wonderful or-
ganization, and I so appreciate the 
Charlotte County group for helping us 
get started here. Of course, I experi-
ence the same friendly and helpful 
folks in Tippecanoe County. You are a 
great group of volunteers and educa-
tors. At the February meeting you 
should be able to pick up the updated 
“Where and How to Volunteer” hand-
out. Perhaps you are just getting start-
ed in Master Gardeners or perhaps you 
are looking for a new way to volunteer. 

Either way, please know that your ef-
forts are recognized and appreciated. 
 
                                                                              Jolaine     
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Programs 
 

February 5  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Invasive Plants and Best Practices 
for Selling Plant Material 

Ren Hall 
Ren is the Northwest Central Indiana 
Nursery Inspector & Compliance Of-
ficer, IDNR - Division of Entomology 
& Plant Pathology. 
  

March 5  6 p.m.  TCEO 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

Greenhouses 
Bill Dilling & Andy Hughes 

This is our annual awards banquet 
with a carry-in dinner starting at  
6 p.m. Speakers Bill and Andy are 
MGATC Master Gardeners.   
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

Terry, Don, & Jim 
Charlotte County Master Gardeners. 

Without Valentine's Day,  
February would be...  

well, January.          

                                                                           ~Jim Gaffigan 
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Cheryl McCool called the business 
meeting to order at 6:42 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the December monthly 
meeting as posted in the January issue 
of the Garden Beet were approved. Doug 
Jones noted that the West Central 
Beekeepers meeting in the Garden Beet 
was incorrect and would take place on 
January 19th, not January 29th. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that there 
have been two break-ins in the exten-
sion gardens. As a result, a security 
system has been installed. This sys-
tem includes alarms that instantly 
alert the police, a camera in one shed, 
and all new locks. Only a few select 
people have keys to the locks. The  
cost was $1,000 to install and a $45  
fee per month. 
 
Cheryl McCool noted that a volunteer 
is needed to take over as Social Com-
mittee chair. The primary responsibil-
ity of this position is to set up prior to 
meetings, especially before the annual 
hoedown and awards banquet. The 
Cumberland adopt-a-spot and Great 
Annual Annual Planting (GAAP) 
chairperson positions are also availa-
ble. Sue Hiser will complete the 2019 
GAAP planting, but would like to 
train her replacement. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that the 
2019 Garden Expo will take place on 
April 27th from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Sign-ups 
for volunteer positions were available 
at the meeting; the next planning 
meeting will take place on Monday, 
January 14th. Monique Fontaine  
detailed plans for the event’s Plant 
Sale, which will include a new bargain 
area. She asked members for plant  
donations, especially tomatoes. On 
Wednesday, April 3rd, a transplanting 
party will take place to repot starter 
plants into small pots. She asked for 
volunteers to house these plants until 
the time of sale. 
 
Jeri Bosworth Parker announced plans 
for the Garden Expo café and request-

ed that food donations be individually 
bagged for sale. Cheryl McCool an-
nounced that donations of unused 
items for the event’s Garden Shed are 
appreciated and that there will once 
again be a donation of trees from the 
state nursery. Kathryn Reeves will be 
presenting a short workshop on upcy-
cling and would appreciate any dona-
tions of teacups or similar items for 
the workshop.  
 
JulieAnn Davis announced a Commu-
nity Garden meeting on February 9th 
and 10th at 3 p.m. that will allow inter-
ested people to rent plots for $30 and 
include free giveaways. Multiple plots 
designed for disabled people will be 
available for rent. 
 
Jeri Bosworth Parker announced that 
the January 26th public education 
workshop from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. will fea-
ture winter seed sowing. Doug Jones 
announced that he had honey for sale 
at the meeting. 
 
 Jan Sadler then introduced Chad Ev-
ans, chief meteorologist at WLFI. His 
presentation, “The Fairground’s Oaks: 
Research Findings and How Their Ge-
netics Will Live On,” summarized his 
quest to research and preserve the sto-
ried oak trees recently felled at the 
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. He 
has harvested and planted hundreds of 
these trees’ acorns, which he hopes to 
share with the Greater Lafayette com-
munity as the new trees grow. This 
presentation spurred a lively discus-
sion that covered local resources docu-
menting the county’s oldest trees and 
native tree species. 
 
Following his presentation, Billie Sea-
ton reported that 133 members have 
paid dues. Cheryl McCool recognized 
new members in attendance. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the treasurer’s re-
port. December’s income of $1,652 in-
cluded annual dues and December din-
ner fees. Expenses of $2,468 included  
 

the December dinner, a security cam-
era, and shed repair. The December 
end balance was $37,865, including 
unrestricted funds of $15,290 and sav-
ings of $10,537. Jim then demonstrated 
the financial effects of a four-month 
gap due to the adjustment of the fiscal 
year and concluded that MGATC’s 
finances are in great shape. 
 
Chreyl McCool reminded members to 
enter in their volunteer and education 
hours online. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl  
Mc-Cool adjourned the meeting at  
8:12 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer's  
Report 
 
Except for depositing dues checks, 
January is usually a pretty quiet month 
to be treasurer. This month was differ-
ent with some good news and some 
bad. The good news is that we have 
already received almost $300 from ven-
dors wanting to participate in the Gar-
den Expo. 
 
After two break-ins to our garden 
sheds behind the extension center, 
both apparently on Sunday mornings, 
the Board voted to contract with a se-
curity company to install sturdier 
locks and door sensors attached to an 
alarm. (People who work at these gar-
dens will be trained on the system.) I 
made a down payment on security in 
December and paid the remainder this 
month for installation and one year of 
monitoring. (Both were discounted a 
bit from the original estimate.) 
 
As always, you’ll get full details at the 
next meeting. 
 
                                                                         Jim Jeray 

MGATC Minutes: January 8, 2019, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



 Shanghai Wings  
 

14 chicken wings 
 

SHANGHAI SAUCE: 

4 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 teaspoons Chinese hot sauce 

2 tablespoons honey 
1 teaspoon ginger 

1/2 teaspoon garlic 
 

Split wings at each joint and discard tips; 

pat dry. Deep fry 12 minutes or until com-

pletely cooked and crispy. Or, for equally 
crispy wings, bake on a rack in a roasting 

pan at 425 degrees F. for one hour; turn 

after 30 minutes of cooking time. Com- 

bine hot sauce and remaining ingredients, 

Dip wings in sauce to coat completely. Or, 

place hot sauce, remaining ingredients, and 

wings in airtight container and shake to 

coat. Serves 4: yields 24  pieces. 

             ~MasterCook Appetizers & Apertifs 
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 Broccoli Nut Casserole  
 

3/4 cup chopped roasted peanuts 

2 10 oz. pkg. frozen chopped broccoli 

1 cup grated sharp cheddar cheese  

1 medium onion chopped (or 1 1/2 tsp. dry 
onion flakes) 

1 can cream of mushroom soup 

1 cup mayonnaise 

2 eggs, well beaten 

1/4 cup butter 

2 cups dry bread crumbs 
 

Cook broccoli with salt according to pack-

age directions; drain. Add soup, mayon-

naise, and chopped peanuts. Mix well.  

Add eggs and onions; mix well. Melt butter 

and pour over bread crumbs. Pour broc-
coli mixture into greased 1 1/2 or 2 quart 

casserole dish. Sprinkle with grated  
cheese and top with buttered bread 

crumbs. Bake at 350 degrees F. for 30 
minutes. Serves 6-8. 

                    ~The White House Cookbook! 

MGATC Board: January 10, 2019, 6 p.m., TCEO 

Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 6 p.m. In attendance were  
Karen Mitchell, Cheryl McCool, Jim 
Jeray, Jerry Millard, Jeri Bosworth  
Parker, Kristen Noel, Jan Sadler, Dee 
Dee Long, and Pat Miller. 
 
The December Board minutes were 
approved as posted in the January is-
sue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray reported that he received 
dues of $796, which was the only 
change since his treasurer’s report giv-
en at the January monthly meeting. He 
will follow up on the All-Star Security 
Systems security installation bill, 
which he had not yet received. 
 
Jerry Millard provided an update on 
the installed extension office security 
system. Multiple people have received 
new keys and instructions on how to 
disarm the electronic system. The 
Board discussed logistics including 
how to distribute keys and provide 
access to the mobile app that arms and 
disarms the system. Due to the costs 
and potential false alarms that could 
be triggered by having so many people 
attempting to access the sheds, the 
Board decided to limit keyholder ac-
cess to chairpersons and similar lead-
ership positions. These people will be 
trained to use the security system and 
will have to sign a form acknowledg-
ing responsibility for the keys. A few 
large, non-valuable gardening items, 
such as a wheelbarrow, will be placed 
in the Children’s Garden shed for Mas-
ter Gardeners to use at any time with-
out unlocking the sheds. Karen Mitch-
ell, Jim Jeray, and Cheryl McCool will 
share the main responsibility of system 
access and changes. 
 
Cheryl McCool noted that the follow-
ing volunteer positions are available: 
Cumberland Adopt-A-Spot chair, So-
cial Committee chair, and Great Annu-
al Annual Planting (GAAP) chair. 
Joyce Pearson volunteered to assist 
with the Social Committee. 
 

Karen Mitchell provided an update on 
the compost pile project. Boone Coun-
ty Soil and Water will officially survey 
the land within the next month. Karen 
will submit a grant to the Wabash 
River Enhancement Corporation to 
enhance the project’s scope to include 
the Elliott ditch.  
 
Jerry Millard reported that all the sto-
len equipment has been replaced, in-
cluding tillers for the Community and 
Extension Garden and a mower. Jerry 
will record all serial numbers and take 
pictures in case of future thefts; he 
noted that only the tractor and tractor 
shed are insured. 
 
Karen Mitchell noted that Angie Mil-
ler of Tippecanoe County Soil and 
Water Conservation District asked 
about holding the organization’s pub-
lic plant sale at the county fairgrounds 
during the Garden Expo due to the 
scheduling conflict with Easter. The 
sale would potentially take place in 
the Exhibit Hall, where speakers are 
also scheduled to speak. The Board 
saw no potential conflicts and even  
felt as though the sale might draw 
more foot traffic to the speakers.  
Karen will proceed in making neces-
sary arrangements. 
  
The board then discussed calendar 
dates for upcoming events and moved 
the February Board meeting to Febru-
ary 7th in the small conference room. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl 
McCool adjourned the meeting at  
7:22 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 
         
 



Fair Maid of February! 
— drop of snow 

Enchanted to a flower, 
and there within 

A dream of April green, 
— who without sin 

Conceived wast, but 
how no man may 
know... 

            "A Flower," Fraser's Magazine,     
                                       February 1879 

MGATC Workshop 
 
January 26  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 

Winter Seed Sowing 
Kathryn Reeves 

Please join us for the Saturday Master 
Gardener hands-on workshop on  
the 26th. 
  
It is free and open to the public. All 
supplies, tools, and seeds will be pro-
vided (but bring an empty gallon milk 
jug if you have one). 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

January 30  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Invasives in Your County 

Amy Slaughterbeck 
Join us for this vital discussion on  
the Top 10 invasive species in Tippe-
canoe County, led by Amber Slaugh-
terbeck (Regional Specialist, Indiana 
Invasives Initiative). Information  
will be shared about identification  
of each species, their impacts, eradica-
tion techniques and tools, and how 
you can get involved in the Indiana 
Invasives Initiative.  
 

February 6  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Tundra on the Wabash 

Dr. Darrell Schulze 
For a time after the end of the last Ice 
Age, northern Indiana was a treeless, 
frozen tundra landscape much like 
northern Alaska and Canada today.  
Dr. Darrell Schulze (Professor of Soil 
Science, Purdue University) will show 
that the evidence for the tundra is  
still all around us, if you know where 
to look.  
 

February 13  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Fire in the Eastern Forest: 

Not All Fire is Bad! 
Dr. Mike Saunders 

Fire is a natural part of many forest 
ecosystems, not just out west, but also 
in the wetter, hardwood forests of 
eastern North America. Dr. Mike 
Saunders (Purdue Department of For-
estry & Natural Resources) will ex-
plore the critical role fire plays in        
promoting ecosystem health.  

February 20  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Indiana Natural Heritage Program: 

Celebrating Indiana’s Diversity 
Teresa Clark 

Teresa Clark (Indiana Natural Herit-
age Data Center) will provide an over-
view of the process used to deter-  
mine how natural areas receive “high  
quality” designations, along with  
explaining how plants and animals  
are classified as endangered, threat-
ened, or rare. Unique plants and  
animals found throughout the state 
will also be highlighted!  
 

February 27  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Climate Change in  
the Hoosier State 
Melissa Widhalm 

Climate change is not a far off problem 
in a far distant future, it is an urgent 
and highly relevant issue for every 
Hoosier. Melissa Widhalm (Opera-
tions Manager, Purdue Climate 
Change Research Center) will share 
conclusions from the newly released 
Indiana Climate Change Impacts As-
sessment in an attempt to answer the 
question: “What does climate change 
mean for Indiana?”  
 

March 6  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Planting for Pollinators 

Sandy Belth 
Learn about the biology and physiolo-
gy of butterflies and other pollinators 
with Sandy Belth (Assistant Natural-
ist, Monroe County Parks Depart-
ment). Host and nectar sources will 
also be covered, to aid in planning 
spring landscaping.  
 

March 6  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
West Lafayette Parks &  

Recreation Updates 
Kathy Lorenzo 

Kathy Lorenzo (West Lafayette Parks 
& Recreation Superintendent) will 
discuss current projects at Morton 
Community Center, Happy Hollow 
Park, Cason Family Park, and Lilly 
Nature Center, and provide details on 
the proposed Recreation and Aquatic 
Center. This is the second WITW pro-
gram of the day. 

Spring Garden Clinic 
 
The 25th annual Spring Garden Clinic 
is Saturday, March 30, 2019 at St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church  
in Indianapolis. Registration is not 
available yet, but preregistration is 
required for this event. Also, registra-
tions cannot be accepted on the day  
of the event. Additional information 
will be posted on their web page at 
https://extension. purdue.edu/marion/
article/ 23987. 
 

Expo Exchange 
 

Garden Expo Raffle  
 
This year at the Garden Expo we will 
again be having a raffle of garden relat-
ed goodies to support the scholarships 
for Purdue and Ivy Tech students. In 
2018 we successfully raised over $600 
and we hope to exceed that level in 
2019 with your help. We are looking 
for donations of new items such as 
hand tools, pots, garden art, gloves, 
and other garden related items to fill 
the raffle baskets. We will be accept-
ing donations at the February and 
March meetings or you can contact 
Pat Miller at pmillerathome@comcast. 
net or (765) 714-5463 if you have any 
questions or need items picked up.  
Thanks so much for your support of 
the raffle! 
 
 
 

What’s Happening       
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Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
This year we also had some small 
scraps of window insulating film, so 
we re-purposed that plastic trash for 
liners too. Plastic flats can get brittle 
with prolonged exposure to UV lights 
and/or sunlight; white or color bags 
shade and protect the flats. The liners 
don’t drain and you do have to be care-
ful not to overwater. But end of season 
clean up is much easier! 
 
If we don’t have enough plastic scrap 
for lining trays, we’ve also used a 
kitchen trash bag: turn it inside out, 
put it in the tray or slide tray inside it. 
When no longer needed for plants, 
turn the bag right side out and reuse it 
for trash.  
 
When seed trays get old, they may 
start to crack. Even new trays are 
weak and floppy when filled with 
pots. We came up with an easy hack 
using recycled materials to solve this 
problem. Sandwich a piece of card-
board or scrap of rigid foam insula-
tion between two trays and they’re 
good for a few more years. Use card-
board for trays with no drainage holes, 
or line trays with plastics bags. You 
could use scraps of plywood, peg-
board, MDF, old boards, scratched up 
plexiglass, flattened gift boxes - use 
what you’ve got on hand. New seed 
trays are often sold in sets with a  
clear lid. The lid should be removed  
as soon as the seeds germinate, so we 
always end up with a lot of extra  
clear lids that are even more flimsy. 
The sandwich method works perfectly 

to transform lids to trays. Cardboard 
size is roughly 9 ¼” x 19 ¾” for a 
standard tray.  

Yes, the piece of cardboard in the pho-
to says fragile (or “frah-gee-lee” for 
fans of the movie A Christmas Story) - 
but the result is very sturdy. 
 
Scrap pieces of rigid foam insulation 
can also be used under seed trays to 
move them closer to lights (often easi-
er than raising and lowering light fix-
tures). We stack several pieces of blue 
or pink rigid insulation under trays 
when starting seeds, and remove piec-
es as the seedlings grow taller. Sheets 
of rigid foam are easy to cut with a 
utility knife or kitchen knife: cut as 
deep as blade allows, place the cut line 
over the edge of a table and snap the 
piece off. 
 
FEBRUARY TO-DO LIST 
 Check our seed supplies and do 

germination tests.  
 Order seeds now for the best       

selection. 
 Walk around your property after a 

heavy snow or ice storms to assess 
any damage. Prune broken branches 
on deciduous trees and shrubs to 
prevent further injury.  

 Don’t try to straighten up ever-
greens that are bent down from 
snow or ice - you’ll do more harm 
than good. Gently sweep or gently 
shake off excess snow to lighten the 
load. Nothing can be done about 
ice, just let nature take its course.  

 Keep bird feeders filled. Leave na-
tive plants and flower stalks stand-
ing, since their seeds and berries are 
most likely to be edible for local 
wildlife. Decorative seed heads of 
sunflowers, black-eyed Susan, pur-
ple coneflower, and others provide 
vital food too.  

 Water houseplants less in the win-
ter because growth is slow.  

 Cut branches of forsythia, pussy 
willow, crabapple, and other early 
spring-flowering plants to force 
them into bloom indoors. 

 See tips on houseplants, yard,       
and garden from Rosie Lerner,   
Purdue University Extension Con-
sumer Horticulture Specialist at                          
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/
yardandgarden/february-garden-
calendar/.    

 Subscribe to the free online Indiana 
Department of Natural Resources Weekly 
Digest Bulletin. Stay up to date on 
insect pests, plant diseases, state 
park events, workshops, and more. 
Subscribe to a selection of DNR 
publications at: https://public.gov 
delivery.com/accounts/INDNR/
subscriber/new. 

 Stay indoors and plan your spring 
and summer garden. Seed catalogs, 
feet up, and hot cup of coffee -   
heaven!  

 Stay warm! 
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Away in a meadow all covered with snow 
The little old groundhog looks for his shadow 
The clouds in the sky determine our fate 
If winter will leave us all early or late 

                         ~Don Halley 
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

Now that we’re deep into winter, we 
have time indoors to start thinking 
seriously about what we’ll propagate 
and grow for our garden and the  
Garden Expo.  
 
Cuttings of succulents and other 
houseplants started now will be a 
good size for the Master Gardener 
Plant Sale at the Expo. We’ll start pep-
per seeds and other slow to germinate 
seeds in mid to late February indoors. 
Celeriac germinates well but grows 
very, very slowly - so we start that  
early also.  
 
Veg and herb seeds to start early in-
doors under lights: celeriac, celery, 
chives, eggplant, kale, leeks, lettuce, 
microgreens, onions, oregano, parsley, 
peppers, rhubarb, rosemary, sage, shal-

lots, spinach, Swiss chard, and thyme. 
Flower and foliage seeds: begonia, co-
leus, heliotrope, impatiens, pansies/
violas, rudbeckia, and snapdragons. 
Check seed packets for those marked 
start 10-12 weeks ahead. See The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac seed starting chart - 
https://www.almanac.com/gardening/
planting-calendar/. 
 
Plastic is an almost unavoidable part of 
modern gardening. We’re committed 
to reduce/reuse/recycle, so we want 
to find ways to use plastic as responsi-
bly as possible. February is a good time 
to clean and reuse plastic pots and 
seed trays. A quick scrub with soap 
and hot water, then a 10-minute soak 
in bleach solution (9 parts water, 1 
part bleach) sterilizes everything for 
best seed starting success. We reuse 

plastic cell packs until they fall apart. 
Plastic pots and seed trays can be recy-
cled, but before you do that consider  
reusing them. Or donate them to an-
other gardener. 
 
To keep our trays clean and reduce the 
need for detergent and bleach, we re-
cycle plastic shopping or dry clean-
ing bags as seed tray liners.  

                                (continued on page 5) 
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