
February 2017 

Hello Master Gardeners! Now that we 
have started a new year, we have all 
had time to make resolutions, prom-
ises, and set our goals for volunteering 
in the year of 2017. 
 
The Two J’s think it is a good idea to 
share the major goals that your co-
presidents have set for themselves and 
our association. 
 
1. Finish the “Growing Your Goals” 

review of all our activities by Feb-
ruary 28, 2017. We must limit our 
activities to the number of volun-
teers that we have available. Our 
organization is presently 194  
strong with a need for at least     
202 volunteers. 

2.  Review and update our Bylaws 
with a primary purpose of changing 
from a fiscal to calendar year of  
operation and record keeping. 

3. Obtain grant money and update  
our Extension Office garden’s     
water system. 

4. Re-implement the MGATC bus 
tour providing Education Hours for 
our members. 

 
If you have any suggestions, com-
ments, or ideas to improve our associa-
tion do not hesitate to contact your  
Co-Presidents with your recommenda-
tions. We welcome all your ideas for 

improvement regardless of tone. Most 
of the best ideas come from the grass 
roots of our association and we  
thank you. 
 
One of the main reasons people fail to 
achieve their dreams is that they fail to 
change their habits. If a person contin-
ues doing the same things - the same 
results can be expected. You must 
change your habits if you want to 
achieve different results. Success 
comes to those who habitually do 
things that unsuccessful people do not 
do. Good positive habits will always 
produce better results than negative 
thinking and habits. Every person has 
the potential to be a positive thinker 
and develop positive habits. Successful 
people focus on progress and make a 
conscious effort to change their daily 
habits for the better. 
 
To successfully complete our mission 
of continuing to assist the people of 
Tippecanoe County we need motivat-
ed, positive thinking members. That 
not only includes our present member-
ship, but we must constantly be seek-
ing new energetic people to attend the 
Master Gardener class and become 
new members of our association. 
 
Despite the noble efforts and enthusi-
asm of many, genuine appreciation for 

our organization and its volunteer ef-
forts still needs to be promoted among 
the public at large. That is precisely 
why a concerted effort must be made 
to connect with the local population 
during our Open House and Garden 
Expo each year. And, don’t overlook 
the impact of donating to the food 
pantries; that is a primary means  
of generating goodwill in our commu-
nity. Every step taken now to leave a 
positive impression with the public 
will pay dividends down the road 
when the time comes that our associa-
tion needs support for tomorrow’s 
Master Gardeners. 
 
Because of you, we have a lot to  
be proud of!! Thank you Master  
Gardeners. 
                                            Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

February 7  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Joanne Mosher 
Joanne from Holy Cow Farms will 
speak on their farm and the way they 
raise their garden and animals.  

  

March 7  6 p.m.  Fairgrounds 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

6 p.m. Awards Banquet (carry-in)  

Rhonda Overman 
Andrea Schwartz 

This is our annual awards banquet 
with a carry-in dinner starting at 6 pm. 
At 7 p.m. Rhonda Overman and Andrea 
Schwartz from Ivy Tech will speak on 
the horticulture program at Ivy Tech 
and the scholarship qualifications for 
our MG scholarships.   

 
Then comes Winter, with bluster and snow, 
That brings to our cheeks the ruddy glow... 
                    Gertrude Tooley Buckingham, "The Four Seasons" (1940s) 
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Cheryl McCool introduced the speak-
er for the evening, Patricia Weaver, 
Advanced Master Gardener and  
Garden Manager of the Indiana State 
University Community Garden in 
Terre Haute, Indiana. Ms. Weaver 
gave a very interesting presentation  
on her experiences with community 
gardens. At the end of her presenta-
tion, she answered questions from the 
Master Gardeners. 
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Patricia 
Weaver for her presentation. 
 
Jerry Millard then called the meeting 
to order at 8:15 p.m.   
 
The Minutes of the December 
MGATC meeting were approved  
as posted in the January 2017  
Garden Beet.  
   
Pat Miller, Treasurer, reported that the 
December 31, 2016, ending balance in 
the checking account was $20,269.54.  
She also reminded everyone to turn in 
“original” receipts when requesting 
reimbursement for expenses. 
 
Billie Seaton reported that there are 
currently 194 paid members which 
includes the new members from the 
recent graduating class. The new 
membership directory is being pre-
pared and will be distributed soon. 
The current list will be submitted to 
Andy Hughes who will update the 
website. Jerry Millard thanked Billie 
Seaton for all of her efforts working 
with the membership. 
 
Cheryl McCool discussed the upcom-
ing Garden Expo which is the organi-
zation’s biggest money maker. It is 
scheduled for April 22, 2017 at the 
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. She 
asked members to start getting plants 
ready for the plant sale. The EMT 
Food Truck will be the caterer for the 
event and will serve lunch from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Jeri Bosworth will be help-
ing with the café. Cheryl Borst will be 
working on advertising for the Expo.  
Speakers have not been scheduled as 

yet; anyone with suggestions for 
speakers were asked to contact Cheryl 
McCool. On January 17 at 6:30 p.m., 
there will be a planning meeting for 
the Garden Expo in the small confer-
ence room at the Extension Office for 
anyone interested in attending. 
 
Saturday workshops are being sched-
uled for the third Saturday in January, 
February, and March by Tonia Kasica.  
January 21 will be the date of the first 
workshop. Tonia Kasica will be asked 
to see that an email is sent to all mem-
bers with the details. 
 
Carl Stafford asked everyone to get 
their volunteer and education hours 
turned in. They need to be turned in 
by January 15, 2017, in order to be con-
sidered for awards which will be pre-
sented at the March banquet. Anyone 
needing a form should contact Carl 
and he will see that you receive a form 
right away. 
 
Jerry Millard noted that there are two 
volunteer opportunities - removing 
weeds in the Display Garden paths 
and removing weeds in the garden 
pathway from the parking lot to the 
Community Garden. Contact Jerry 
Millard if interested in volunteering 
for one of these projects. 
 
Sheila Koller noted that the Nominat-
ing Committee for this year’s election 
consists of Betty Riley, Jan Sadler, 
Andy Hughes, and herself. Anyone  
interested in a Board position can  
contact one of the members of the 
committee. Positions include Presi-
dent, Vice President, Treasurer, Re-
cording Secretary, Corresponding Sec-
retary, and Member at Large.  
  
Sheila Koller also noted that Peggy 
Housley, previous Corresponding Sec-
retary, lost her husband last weekend.  
Services will be held later this week. 
 
In addition, Sheila Koller reported that 
there are many changes at the Lilly 
Nature Center and anyone interested 
in helping with exhibits should con-

tact her. Master Gardener volunteer 
hours can be earned. 
 
Homecare by Design is also looking for 
persons to prepare programs for senior 
citizens regarding gardening and other 
topics. Volunteer hours can also be 
earned for helping with this program.  
If interested, contact Sheila Koller for 
more information. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported on some  
upcoming events. The 2017 Bi-State 
Gardening Conference is being held at 
the Beef House Restaurant in Coving-
ton on January 24, 2017, from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. and includes a buffet dinner.  
You can pre-register with Karen 
Mitchell. The charge for the confer-
ence is $20 per person and can be paid 
at the Beef House upon arrival. 
 
There is also a “Planning for the Fu-
ture” seminar at the Beef House on 
January 12 starting at 5 p.m. The cost 
is $20 per person. Pre-register with 
Karen Mitchell. 
 
The 2017 Indiana Small Farms Confer-
ence will be held March 2-4, 2017 at 
the Hendricks County 4-H Fair-
grounds and Conference Complex in 
Danville. Registration is currently 
open and anyone interested can regis-
ter online. Eliot Coleman and Blaine 
Hitzfield will be keynote speakers for 
the event. 
 
Karen Mitchell again reminded every-
one to get their 2016 hours turned in 
by January 15. Hours report forms 
were available on the back table. No 
volunteer hours are earned at the 
monthly meetings unless you are a 
greeter, helping with set-up for the 
meeting or preparing food for the 
meeting. One hour of education is 
earned at each monthly meeting. 
 
                              (continued on page 4) 

MGATC Minutes: January 3, 2017, 7 p.m., TCEO 



Jerry Millard called the meeting to or-
der at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting 
were Jerry Millard, Dee Dee Long, Car-
ol Byers, Cheryl McCool, Dee Dilling, 
Jan Sadler, and Pat Miller. Laurie Mad-
lung was also present as noted. 
 
The November Board meeting min-
utes were approved as posted in the 
December issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report 
noting that the checking account bal-
ance as of the end of December was 
$20,269.54 as reported at the January 
monthly meeting. Paperwork has been 
signed and the savings account is now 
open at Old National Bank. Pat noted 
that all IRS filings were submitted on 
time and documents were submitted 
to Laurie Madlung for auditing. The 
check to Hendricks County in support 
of the 2018 State Conference still needs 
to be sent. Pat Miller will continue to 
request “original” receipts for all reim-
bursement requests. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that he still gets 
inquiries about why we do not have 
money to spend. The MGATC basical-
ly has a $10,000 balanced budget and 
would like to keep $10,000 in a savings 
account as an emergency fund. The 
money market account was originally 
set up to repay a grant if required.   
 
The money market account was re-
cently changed to a savings account.  
The Board does not want to spend the 
money in this account as it is felt that 
it needs to be reserved for any emer-
gencies which may arise. For instance, 
there is a strong possibility that the 
Fairgrounds Coliseum will be torn 
down and rebuilt in 2018 and the 
MGATC would have to find another 
location for the Garden Expo and 
would need to use some of the emer-
gency fund for this purpose.  
 
Jerry Millard asked Laurie Madlung 
for an Audit Report by January  
15, 2017.   
 
 
 

In regard to upgrading the MGATC 
water system, Jerry Millard reported 
that Karen Mitchell obtained two 
quotes - Utility Supply, Peru, Indiana, 
in the amount of $3,200 for materials; 
and, Lawn and Shrub, Lafayette, Indi-
ana, in the amount of $15,000 for labor 
and materials. It was agreed that a 
grant request should be prepared and 
submitted in the amount of $25,000 
which would include other needed 
items such as new hoses, hose stands, 
etc. which are related to the water sys-
tem. It was noted that this amount 
does not include any amount for the 
area behind the Community Garden;  
it does include the Demonstration 
Gardens, Display/Idea Gardens and 
the Community Gardens at the Exten-
sion Office. Laurie Madlung will  
handle the grant requests for the new 
water system. 
 
In regard to “Growing Your Goals,” 
Jerry Millard and Pat Miller are con-
tinuing to review all of MGATC’s pro-
grams to determine if there are any 
programs which are no longer needed 
or need modification to be compliant 
with MGATC’s focus. He noted that 
there are currently 194 members and 
there are still two openings for the 
pathways. This topic will be discussed 
further at the February Board meeting. 
 
Jerry Millard also reported that he has 
received several membership sugges-
tions regarding getting better attend-
ance at the meetings. Some of the sug-
gestions were: starting the meeting 30 
minutes earlier; having the meeting 
portion before the speaker; having 
meetings on Saturday mornings; hav-
ing winter/summer meeting times, Sat-
urday mornings in winter and evening 
in the summer; encouraging members 
to car pool to the meetings; having 
summer meetings outside; and bring-
ing back the group trips. This topic 
will be discussed further at the Febru-
ary Board meeting. The Board will 
make a recommendation which will be 
brought before the entire membership 
for a vote. 
 
 

Jerry Millard asked about any mem-
bership data updates and reported a 
new address for Elizabeth Hartley. 
 
Jerry Millard then read a thank you 
card from Katherine Ramage for her 
scholarship from MGATC. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that she has 
one speaker for Garden Expo - Mindy 
Appold from the Horticulture Depart-
ment at Purdue. One more speaker is 
needed. Carol Byers told Cheryl that 
she has some suggestions for speakers. 
There will be a Garden Expo organi-
zational meeting on January 17 at  
6:30 p.m. at the Extension Office.  
 
Laurie Madlung left the meeting. 
 
Cheryl McCool has heard back from 
some vendors for the Expo. Also, Jim 
Mailloux and Jim Smith will have a 
booth as well as Julieann Davis. Any 
suggestions for the Expo can be di-
rected to Cheryl McCool. 
 
There were no suggestions for get well 
cards, etc. for Dee Dilling. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
     
                                               Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                          Jan Sadler 
                                                    Recording Secretary 

MGATC Board: January 12, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO 
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Sauteed Bananas 
 
4 large ripe bananas 
2 tablespoons butter 
2 tablespoons sugar 
 
Peel bananas and cut in half length-
wise. Saute in butter for 2 or 3 

minutes. Add the sugar, cover pan, 
and cook until sugar has melted and 
bananas are soft but not mushy. 
Serves 4. 



Financial 

Report 

 
November 1 

through 
December 31, 2016 

  
BEGINNING BALANCE $19,235.42 
 
INCOME 
Dues $1,239.00 
Amazon Smile Donation $13.82 
Interest $.37 
 
EXPENSES 
Garden Expo $170.00 
Membership $48.88 
 
ENDING BALANCE $20,269.73 
 

                                                   Pat Miller, Treasurer 
 

Volunteer  

Opportunities 

 

Homecare by Design 
 
Mike Roumbarkis, General Manager 
and Sales Manager (mike@homecare 
bydesign.com) is looking for individu-
als with presentations for senior citi-
zens. His agency is dedicated to help-
ing “us old folks” stay in our homes. 
Beside the obvious home maintenance, 
healthcare needs, and exercise oppor-
tunities, they provide a program room 
and regularly schedule talks and activ-
ities. MG Ruth Coors recently had 
samples of her bees’ honey to share 
after her presentation on “Beekeeping.” 
All garden and nature-related sharings, 
plus driving, planning, and presenta-
tion time, count as MG hours. Let 
Mike know if you want to be involved. 
 

                                                                    Sheila Koller 
 

Lilly Nature Center 
 
Help is needed with displays and 
“hands-on” materials at the Lilly Na-
ture Center, Celery Bog. If you have 
any nature-related items lying around, 

we could use donations of animal 
skins, furs, dried insects (single spe-
cies or a collection), animal skulls, ani-
mal bones, teeth, feathers, etc. from 
fish, fowl, etc. Pressed leaf and/or 
flower collections, no matter how 
small, will serve as a “prompt” for oth-
ers to do likewise. We hope to have 
“hands-on” activities using leaves, 
seeds, recycled materials, etc. and use 
your ideas. 
 
Involvement at any level will be appre-
ciated. Retired teachers, librarians, 
handymen/women, arts and crafts 
folks, and anyone with a sore back or 
worn out knees can earn MG hours. 
Hand-outs will need to be written, so 
if you like to compose simple educa-
tional materials on composting, bird 
feeding, etc. you’ll find a place here. 
Please contact me or Dan Dunten, Di-
rector, LNC/Celery Bog at ddunten@ 
westlafayette.in.gov. 
 

                                                                 Sheila Koller 
 

Meeting Min. 

(continued from page 2) 

 
In regard to “Growing Your Goals,” 
Jerry Millard and Pat Miller are con-
tinuing to evaluate the organization’s 
projects. They are approximately 25% 
done and hope to finish their evalua-
tion by the end of January. Jerry noted 
that the organization currently has 194 
members. There are 106 positions 
available, 42 in the Display Gardens 
and an estimated 54 helpers are need-
ed - this totals 202 volunteers needed.  
Everyone is encouraged to do their 
share as it takes 100% participation  
to keep the organization running 
smoothly. It’s a new year and Jerry  
encouraged everyone to set their goals 
and develop new habits to help 
achieve those goals. 
 
There were no member data updates 
reported at the meeting. 
 
Julieann Davis had seed packets availa-
ble for anyone interested in starting  
 

plants for the Garden Expo. She  
will also have them available at the 
February meeting. 
 
Lisa Jarratt had several garden maga-
zines available at the back table for 
anyone interested. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

                                            Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                       Jan Sadler 
                                                 Recording Secretary 
 

Et Cetera 

 

Featured MG 
 
Jim Smith will be featured in the  
February issue of Lafayette Magazine.  
He was interviewed for his Garden  
Art Kitchen Garden. Be sure to check  
it out. 
 

                                                                Jim Maillioux 
 

Nominating Committee 
 
The MGATC Nominating Committee 
has the responsibility to present a slate 
of our association’s Board of Directors 
for your vote. We aim to present the 
slate at the July meeting, published in 
the August Garden Beet and voted upon 
by all active MG Interns, Master Gar-
deners, and Advanced MGs in attend-
ance at the September meeting, when 
those elected will be handed the gavel 
and assume their many duties. 
 
The Directors are: 

 
President 
Vice President 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Treasurer 
Member at Large 
Immediate Past President 
Tippecanoe County Extension Edu-

cator, Ex-officio and non-voting 
 
                               (continued on page 6) 
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What’s Happening  

MG Workshop 
 

February 18  9a.m.-noon 
TCEO 

Basics of Landscape Design 
Amy Krause 

Nursery Designer at Bennett’s Greenhouse 

Garden Resources –books, web-
sites, nurseries to visit, and more 

Lynn Laden 
Master Gardener since 1997 

 
Amy’s presentation will cover the de-
sign process, the features and princi-
ples in landscape design, and how to 
apply this knowledge. Also, handouts 
about companion plants. 
 

MG Book Club 
 
The Master Gardener Book Group will 
begin its fourth year. We are set-
ting dates and asking for titles 
of interesting garden-related books to 
read and discuss. This year we are 
thinking of meeting during the day-
time hours. If you are interested or 
want more information, contact JoAn 
at ampm8307@gmail.com or 430-3298. 
 

Wednesdays in  
the Wild 

 
February 1  1-3 p.m.  LNC 

Maple Syrup Making 
Dr. Dan Cassens 

 
Dr. Cassens (Purdue Professor of  
Forestry & Natural Resources) will 
demonstrate his equipment used for 
tapping trees. He will then walk us 
through the entire process of making 
maple syrup, from extracting the sap 
to the final tasty product. 
 

February 8  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Native American Artifacts 

Angie Manuel 
Steve Kerkhove 
Cathy Carson 

 
Artifacts help us learn and appreciate 
the history of people who lived in this 
area. Join Angie (Prophetstown State 
Park Interpretive Naturalist) for an 
afternoon of information and sharing. 
Steve Kerkhove (local collector) will 
bring items he has found on his local 
farm. Archaeologist, Cathy Carson, 
will also be presenting information 
and be on hand to do artifact identifi-
cation. Guests are welcome to bring 
unique items that they have found. 

 
February 15  10 a.m.-noon 

ROSS 
The Bald Eagles of Indiana 

Allisyn Gillett 
 
From extirpation to recovery, the re-
turn of the bald eagle to Indiana is an 
amazing success story. Allisyn Gillett 
(Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources Nongame Bird Biologist) will 
share the details of the eagle reintro-
duction program, the current status of 
eagles in our state, and (weather per-
mitting) we’ll visit a local, easily ob-
served eagle’s nest. Dress for the 
weather and bring binoculars.  

  
February 22  1-3 p.m.  LNC 

Indiana’s State Forests: 
Working for the Future 

Donna Rogler 
 
Our state forests are working land-
scapes - working for the future of sus-
tainable timber, wildlife habitat, out-
door recreation, and watershed pro-
tection. Donna Rogler (Indiana Divi-

sion of Forestry) will explore the his-
tory of our state forests, their purpose 
with respect to other public lands, and 
how they’re being managed to provide 
benefits for Indiana’s citizens.  
 

March 1  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Fire Ecology 

Andrew Reuter 
 
In this presentation by Andrew  
Reuter (regional ecologist), learn  
why Indiana natural areas need to be 
burned and how the Department of 
Natural Resources safely conducts 
controlled burns.  

 
March 8  7-9 p.m.  AMPH 

Sounds of  
Spring-Wacky Woodcocks! 

Mary Cutler 
 

Experience this spring ritual with Nat-
uralist Mary Cutler and members of 
the Sycamore Audubon Society. Dress 
for the weather and bring binoculars.  
 
LOCATIONS : 
AMPH (Tippecanoe County Amphitheater): Meet in the 
parking lot on the east side of North River Road near Sol-
diers Home Road in West Lafayette. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
ROSS (Ross House): 8815 West 50 South, West Lafayette 
in Ross Hills Park (turn on 875 West off Division Road just 
past the Ravines Golf Course buildings. 

 

Away in a meadow all covered with snow 
The little old groundhog looks for his shadow 

The clouds in the sky determine our fate 
If winter will leave us all early or late 

                                                                                                     Don Halley 

 

 

Mozzarella and Pesto Toasts 
 

1-1/2 oz. part-skim mozzarella cheese, 

shredded 

2 tablespoons Pesto (from homemade 

or jar) 

2 slices Italian bread, toasted 

 

Preheat broiler. In small mixing bowl 

combine cheese and Pesto. Spread half 

of cheese mixture on each slice of 

toast. Arrange toast slices on baking 

sheet and broil until cheese is melted, 

about 2 minutes. Serves 2, 1 toast each. 

mailto:ampm8307@gmail.com
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Taken from the February 
1995 Garden Beet  
 
“Tippecanoe County Master Garden-
ers gathered on January 9, 1995, for the 
annual awards banquet at the Trails 
on Burnett’s Road in Lafayette.  Sixty-
four gardeners and spouses or guests 
had signed up for the recognition din-
ner, which started at 6:30 p.m. with a 
hospitality time with drinks and appe-
tizers.  Dinner followed at 7 p.m. 
 
“Nancy Werner chaired the dinner 
committee.  Serving with her were 
Wilhelmina Burkett and Bob and Janet 
Adams.  They fashioned their center-
pieces, which were given away as door 
prizes, from flowers they had grown 
and dried.  Mary Firestone, Fran 
Thompson, and Cynthy Scruggs pro-
vided the appetizers.  The invocation 
by Kaye Bass was followed by the buf-
fet featuring orange roughy, barbecue 
pork loin, marinated chicken breast, 
tossed salad, baked potatoes, carrots, 
broccoli in cheese sauce, cake, tea  
and coffee.   
 
“Rosie Lerner’s slide program took us 
through the gardens and vineyards of 
San Francisco.  She had vacationed in 
the city, the Napa Valley, and the Red-
wood forest in October with the 
thought of leading a tour to the area in 
the future.  After Rosie’s presentation, 
Keith Shaw presented her an original 
water colored - dried flower picture 
from Jan’s Alley and a gift certificate in 
appreciation for all the hours she has 
given TCMGA.” 
 

                                                                   Dee Dee Long 
 

Etc. 

(continued from page 4) 

 
The directors are responsible for es-
sentially determining policy and prac-
tice for MGATC. Karen Mitchell is our 
Ex-officio advisor and is doing a fan-
tastic job. 
 
The present Co-Presidents will be-
come the Co-Past Presidents. They 

and the other Directors comprise the 
seven voting Board members. Co-
directors have worked out the last  
several years, and are to be encour-
aged if job sharing is your experience 
and desire. 
 
If you desire to help lead our associa-
tion by serving in one of the Board  
positions, please access the Bylaws  
of the MGATC on our MG web site.  
A description of each is given. Every-
one should be familiar with the exist-
ing Bylaws and we will be hearing 
more about their revision and updat-
ing this year. 
 
The invitation to serve the MGATC is 
sent for your consideration by: 

Betty Riley ‘11 
Andy Hughes ‘14 
Jan Sadler ‘14 
Sheila Koller ‘91 

 
Please contact any of the Nominating 
Committee with your willingness to 
serve. The Board meets monthly and 
attendance at our monthly programs  
and business meetings is encouraged. 
All meetings are open meetings. 
 

                                                               Sheila Koller 
                                   Nominations Chairperson 
 

Before Today’s 

MGATC Gardens, 

Part I 

             By Sheila Koller 
 
In fall 1991, I took the daytime MG 
class at the Extension Office, then lo-
cated on Teal Road near the former 
Lafayette Life complex. Walt Stirm 
and I sat in the back right two seats; 
we were already friends as he was a 
retired Ag meteorologist and my 
Agronomy spouse (52 years now) and 
he were colleagues. 
 
After classes, led by Rosie Lerner and 
the person who preceded Jeff Phillips, 
 
 

I was inspired to once again do  
some vegetable gardening. We had  
done this over the years with our sons 
at the Purdue University student plots 
(on the former sheep farm soil and  
gravel bed - good soil, good drainage) 
and for several years across the fence at 
our neighbors’. This elderly couple was 
glad to get the shared produce. We got 
ample supply there, as he had been an 
Ag teacher at Otterbein, a superinten-
dent elsewhere, but basically a good 
ole’ farm boy who supported himself 
from a very early age and grew his 
food, often! He was very “green” in his 
gardening practices, so had wonderful 
soil in his two plots. I used them to  
the maximum! 
 
But, what about my MG commitment? 
I called Purdue University Married 
Student Housing and got the “plot  
sign-up” information. I also got per-
mission to have veggie gardening infor-
mation available, especially for first 
time folks. MGs brought their un-
wanted or used catalogs that I took 
along. I prepared a handout of local 
sources for seeder plants and supplies. 
Jeff Phillips supplied copies of HO-179, 
HO-92, HO-9, HO-99, and in greater 
number the vegetable growing HO-8, 
HO-14, HO-26, HO-28, HO-29, HO-
32, HO-101, HO-124, and HO-186. Stu-
dents were alerted that these were 
coming online, but most wanted the 
copies to get them started. I answered 
as many of their questions as I could. 
 
The next year, 1993, Walt Stirm joined 
me on plot sign-up day. He followed 
up with interested students to again 
supply the handouts; and to further 
our educational efforts he scheduled a 
lecture-type program, not on that day, 
but soon after. 
 
By this time, I was working up my two 
rented plots, planting onions and pota-
toes! Walt’s dad had sponsored Victo-
ry Gardens during the Depression and 
World War II on the family farm in 
Iowa. Walt’s gentle manner and great 
knowledge wowed both student gar-
deners and me! 



Thyme    
(continued from back) 

 
Something that struck me, as I looked 
through one manual, was the defini-
tion of a clematis: “mental beauty.” 
While I love seeing them creep up 
walls and fences, I had never consid-
ered giving any as a part of bouquet; 
but upon further reflection, I could  
see how their adaptability in a garden 
could serve as a sign of resilient, intel-
ligent love. 
 
Orchids have also often been associat-
ed with romance: as delicate, some-
what rare flowers, they communicate  
a more luxurious love than other  
types of flowers. Forget-Me-Nots, as 
their name implies, should be given  
to signify true love, and the hope that 
whoever you give them to will always 
keep you on their mind. Sunflowers, 
with their bright and sunny disposi-
tion, conjure up feelings of cheerful-
ness and adoration. 
 
In exploring floriography, I found not 
only good choices for romantic bou-
quets, but also some plants to stay 
away from: lettuce, which represents 
cold-heartedness; hydrangeas, which 
point to their recipient as a heartless 
boaster; and dahlias, which stand for 
instability. But, you could consider a 
pineapple: apparently, the fruit repre-
sents perfection.  
 
Whether you favor the traditional red 
rose bouquet, or want to strike out 
and try tulips, orchids, or some other 
blooms, we can all agree that some 
bright bursts of color are most wel-
come at this time of year. 
 
In writing this column, I consulted the 
“Language of Flowers” manual, illustrated by 
Kate Greenaway and published sometime in 
the late 1800s or early 1900s. It’s great fun to 
look through and I highly recommend a 
glance, if you have the time: (https://archive. 
org/details/languageofflower00gree). 

Green Book Updates 
 
Billie Seaton asks that everyone check 
online to make sure that your infor-
mation received with the dues form is 
correct. Updates for this month are: 
 
 Konie Hughes’ email has changed 

to klhughey3@gmail.com 
 
 Elizabeth Hartley’s address is: 

2741 Newman Road                  
West Lafayette, Indiana 47906 

 
 Cheryl Borst’s phone number is 

765-441-2003. 
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Cucumber Slaw 
 
1 unpeeled lemon, finely sliced, and 

seeds removed                
1/2 jicama, peeled and finely sliced 

1 carrot, finely sliced 
1 teaspoon olive oil 
1 cucumber, peeled, seeded, and  

finely sliced                             
salt and pepper to taste 
 
Toss ingredients together and refrig-

erate until ready to serve. Serves 2. 

Keep your faith in beautiful things;  
in the sun when it is hidden,  
in the Spring when it is gone 
                                                                                                 Roy R. Gibson  

February is merely as long as is  
needed to pass the time until March 

                                                                                                                                  J.R. Stockton 

December 2016 Carry-In 
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   By Erin Brock Carlson 
 
Valentine’s Day conjures up images of 
chocolate, candlelight, and of course - 
red roses. While these beautiful flow-
ers have a fascinating history outside 
of their popularity in mid-February, 
they are probably best known for their 
presence in romantic bouquets. How-
ever, there are a number of other 
plants with equally interesting associ-
ations with love and romance - and 
maybe you’ll consider gifting another 
type of bloom this season. 
 
So why are roses so popular on Valen-
tine’s Day, anyway? In Victorian Eng-
land, Valentine’s Day was marked by 
the exchange of handmade cards, and 
around this time, floriography, also 
known as the language of flowers, be-
came incredibly popular in England 
and in the United States. Floriography 
encapsulated a system of nonverbal 

communication in which flowers were 
used to send coded messages - espe-
cially messages which were considered 
too passionate or romantic to utter 
aloud. (Remember, this is the Victori-
an era we’re talking about - they were 
just a bit frigid.)  
 
While there are a number of floriog-
raphy manuals that have been pub-
lished throughout the years, with 
countless interpretations of what dif-
ferent flowers mean, red roses have 
continued to be popular choices on 
Valentine’s Day. Since the Victorian 
era (at least), red roses have symbol-
ized the intensity of romantic love, 
while other colors stand for other feel-
ings and degrees: pink for a young love 
or gratitude, white for purity, and yel-
low for friendship. 
 
But what other flowers have held ro-
mantic connotations through the year? 

For one: the tulip! During the Victori-
an era, red tulips were a declaration of 
love; some say that the dark center of 
the flower stands for a smitten heart, 
who has been burned by the fervor of 
passion. So, while we might associate 
them with warmer weather and 
(perhaps) Easter, they do have a histo-
ry that adds a bit of romanticism to 
their character.  
 
When we think about lilac, the first 
thought for many of us would be the 
beautiful fragrance that accompanies 
their many tiny blooms. Interestingly 
enough, floriography states that purple 
lilacs are appropriate to give to some-
body you just met, as they represent 
the first strong emotions of love. 
White lilacs, on the other hand, repre-
sent purity and youthful innocence, 
and mixing the two can communicate 
that you’re still smitten with someone 
you fell in love at first sight with. 

 (continued on page 7)  


