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From Two Js 

The old year is behind us and the 
new is ahead. The cycle of seasons 
remembered and seasons anticipat-
ed. For gardeners its like planting a 
seed with faith, something good 
will grow from it. Hark! The seed 
catalogs are arriving! Would that 
we had energy, space, and time to 
plant every appealing variety there-
in. Enthusiasm is wonderful, but 
alas, there is reality. We’ll settle for 
our old favorites and maybe take a 
chance on one or two new ones.   
 
What a banner year 2016 was for 
our association: Expo, the state MG 
conference, the garden open house, 
AAS 1st place nationally, GAAP,  

information booths at county fair, 
the Indiana State Fair, and the Pur-
due Horticulture Show. Add to 
that the vegetables donated from 
the demonstration garden and a 
plethora of other garden projects 
around our two cities. That 
amounts to a lot of good times to-
gether and a lot of volunteer hours. 
Let’s hope they were all reported to 
Carl Stafford. We are topping our 
year off with an excellent class of 
new Master Gardeners under the 
guidance of Karen Mitchell. They 
are an enthusiastic group and will 
be welcome in our association. 
Many of them participated while 
still in class and several have volun-

teered for next year’s projects.  
Congratulations to them and to all 
who volunteered to be “trellises”  
to them. 
 
People need a rest just as the land 
needs a rest. In our part of the 
country, that means winter. May 
this be a time of relaxation with 
family and friends - a time for re-
flection and anticipation - a time to 
recharge ourselves while we await 
the tulips and the robins’ song.  
Happy New Year to all.  
 
                                          Jerry and John  

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Demonstration Gar-
den Begins in 1997 
 
Taken from the January 1997  
Garden Beet:    
 
“President’s Report 
“Don Nead asked for volunteers to 
give the talks at the seminars to be 
held this spring which will empha-
size vegetables.  He also asked for a 
show of hands of those who would 
be willing to help start and main-
tain a demonstration vegetable gar-
den starting in the spring of 1997.  
Those who showed a willingness 

to help then voted in of favor  
this proposal.  Anyone interested 
in coordinating this project  
should contact Kent Shishler or 
Arlan Stavnheim.”    
 
                                                   Dee Dee Long 

MGATC Roots 
Programs 

 
January 3  7 p.m.  TCEO 

6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Patricia Weaver 
Patricia will be talking about her 
experience with the Community 
Gardens. 
  

February 7  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Joanne Mosher 
Joanne Mosher from Holy Cow 
Farms will be talking about her  
experiences. 
 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/
mailto:mikeandcherylmc@msn.com
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The evening began with a pitch-in 
dinner prepared by members of the 
organization. Jerry Millard asked 
Ed Niles to say the blessing before 
the meal was served. 
 
After dinner, Jerry Millard thanked 
Joanne Liphard and her committee 
for all of their work setting up the 
dinner and thanked everyone for 
their delicious contributions to  
the feast. 
 
Jerry Millard then introduced Sally 
Weeks, Dendrologist, from the De-
partment of Forestry and Natural 
Resources at Purdue University. 
The topic of Sally Weeks’ presenta-
tion was “Native Trees and Shrubs 
for the Landscape.” She discussed 
the reasons for using native plants 
and gave some examples of ground 
covers, small shrubs, medium 
shrubs, large shrubs, and trees 
which are native to Indiana. Her 
presentation was very informative 
and enjoyed by all. 
 
Jerry Millard then called the meet-
ing to order at 7:53 p.m. and recog-
nized the members of the current 
Master Gardener class who were in 
attendance: Erin Carlson, Georgia 
Brist, Nicki Lekas, Jeanna Smith, 
Marilyn Redmon, Diane Velten, 
and Chuck Bunnell. He thanked 
them all for coming to the meeting. 
 
The Minutes of the November 
MGATC meeting were approved  
as posted in the December 2016  
Garden Beet.   
 
Jerry Millard then presented the 
award to the Master Gardeners of 
Tippecanoe County for taking first 
place in the AAS Landscape Design 
Contest. Individual awards were  
presented to Mickey Penrod, Sue  
 

Swick, and Bill Dilling for their  
efforts in winning first place in  
the whole country. Mickey Penrod 
accepted her award and thanked  
all other Master Gardeners for  
their help to make the program 
such a success. Sue Swick and Bill 
Dilling were not in attendance at 
the meeting. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was given 
by Pat Miller. She reported that  
the checking account balance at  
the end of November is $19,712.  
She reminded everyone to select 
the Tippecanoe County Master 
Gardener Association to receive 
contributions when ordering from  
AmazonSmile.com. Pat Miller also 
asked everyone to turn in original 
receipts when requesting reim-
bursement for expenses. She will  
be contacting chairpersons in the 
Display/Idea Gardens to let them 
know their individual budgets  
for 2017. 
 
Billie Seaton reported that the or-
ganization has 159 paid members at 
this time. She will be attending the 
next Master Gardener class to dis-
cuss the organization with the new 
class and encourage them to join. 
 
John Pickett noted the following 
volunteer opportunities: The Wild-
flower Garden at the Lilly Nature 
Center is in need of a director for 
next year and there is still one plot 
available in the Display/Idea Gar-
den which needs to have a chair. In 
addition, help is needed to mulch 
the pathways. Anyone interested in 
any of these opportunities should 
contact either John Pickett, Mary 
Quinn, or Jerry Millard. Jerry also 
noted that greeters are needed for 
2017 and a sign-up sheet is at the 
back of the room. 
 

In regard to the “Growing Your 
Goals” program, Jerry Millard and 
Pat Miller are reviewing all of the 
Master Gardener programs to make 
sure that what we are doing is in 
compliance with the mission of the 
Master Gardener Association. They 
will be meeting with the chairs of 
each program. No changes will be 
made in any program without first 
discussing with the chairperson. 
 
As Cheryl McCool was not present, 
Jerry Millard gave the report on  
the 2017 Garden Expo which will 
be held on April 22, 2017 at the 
Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. 
The Garden Expo is the number 
one money maker for the organiza-
tion and many volunteers will be 
needed. Gardeners will need to 
start plants for the plant sale,  
collect items for sale at the garden 
shed, and prepare baked goods for 
the café. He asked everyone to  
start thinking about what they 
would like to do to volunteer for 
this event. 
 
Tonia Kasica announced that  
Saturday morning workshops will 
begin again in January of 2017 at 
the Extension Office from 9 a.m.  
to noon. 
 
Carl Stafford reminded everyone to 
get their 2016 hours turned in; it is 
very important to get both volun-
teer and education hours turned in 
as soon as possible. To keep status 
as a Master Gardener, gardeners 
are required to have 12 volunteer 
and six education hours each year. 
 
                        (continued on page 3) 

MGATC Minutes: December 6, 2016, 7 p.m., TCEO 

AmazonSmile.com
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Financial     

Report    Minutes     

 
September 1  

through  
October 31, 2016 

 
Beginning Balance $16,388.02 
 
  INCOME 
  
MGA State  
Conference $446.72 
Dues $3,038.00 
Interest $.32 
   

EXPENSES 
 
Gardens & AAS $338.99 
Admin $205.00 
Membership $93.65 
 
Ending Balance $19,235.42 
 
                                         Pat Miller, Treasurer 
 

Et Cetera  

 

Request 
 
Carla Barnhart is requesting the 
recipe for the spaghetti squash taco 
casserole that was brought to the 
December carry-in as her table en-
joyed that dish. If you brought the 
casserole and would like to share 
the recipe, please contact Carla. 
 

To plant a  
garden is to 

believe in  
tomorrow 

                        Audrey Hepburn 

(continued from page 2) 

 
Karen Mitchell noted that copies of 
the new Master Gardener brochure 
are at the greeter’s desk. Karen  
also reported that the online hours 
reporting program is currently  
being tested and the Tippecanoe 
County organization Board mem-
bers will be part of the pilot group 
to test the program. Until such 
time as the program is released to 
all counties, everyone will need to 
continue sending hours to Carl 
Stafford. Once the system is up and 
running, anyone who does not have 
access to a computer can still send 
hours manually to Carl Stafford. 
 
The new class will have their test 
on December 7 and graduation will 
be on Wednesday, December 14 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Exten-
sion Office. Chairpersons were en-
couraged to attend the graduation 
to discuss their programs and sign 
up volunteers. 
 
A “Planning for Your Future” pro-
gram is scheduled for December 15 
at the Extension Office from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.  
 
The Bi-State Gardening Conference 
at the Beef House will be held on 
January 24, 2017, from 6 p.m. to  
9 p.m. Cover crops will be the high-
lighted topic of the conference. 
 
To be successful, the organization 
needs two things: dues paying 
members and volunteers. Jerry  
Millard encouraged everyone  
to think ahead to 2017 and set  
realistic goals. 
 
Jerry Millard reminded everyone to 
keep the organization informed of 

any changes in address, telephone 
number, email addresses, etc.  
 
Jerry Millard noted that Sally 
Weeks will be at the greeter’s table 
after the meeting and will sign cop-
ies of her book. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
                                                                                                                  
                            Respectfully submitted, 
                                                               Jan Sadler 
                                          Recording Secretary 

Anyone who 
thinks that  
gardening  

begins in the 
spring and ends 

in the fall  
is missing the 
best part of 

the whole year. 
For gardening 

begins in  
January with 
the dream. 

                            Josephine Nuese 



Wednesdays in  
the Wild 
 

January 11  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
The Post Glacial Geologic  

History of the Wabash River 
Dr. Dean Ballotti 

Purdue’s Departments of  
Curriculum & Instruction  

and  
Earth, Atmospheric &  
Planetary Sciences 

 
Despite living on the banks of our 
state river, very few residents  
know about our river’s origins, 
physical characteristics, and con-
nections to local land forms. Join 
Dr. Ballotti as he shares our local 
waterway’s complex and fascinat-
ing natural history. 
 

January 18  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Indiana Raptors 

Dr. Barny Dunning 
Purdue’s Department of  

Forestry & Natural Resources 
 
Winter’s lack of leaf cover provides 
the perfect opportunity to observe 
predatory birds in action. Dr. Dun-
ning will shed light on the fascinat-
ing lives of birds of prey that either 
migrate through our state or call 
Indiana home, including both 
hawks and owls. 
 

January 25  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Herbivory & Neonicotinoids: The 
Effects of Agricultural Pesticides  

on Milkweeds & Monarchs 
Paolo Olaya-Arenas  

Purdue Ph.D. Student 
Department of Entomology 

 
Paolo will share results of her re-
search which looked at the pres-
ence of ag pesticides on milkweeds 
adjacent to farm fields and the re-

sulting use of those plants for food 
for monarch caterpillars. Her re-
search is part of an ongoing effort 
to understand the impact that cer-
tain pesticides have on non-target 
insects, with particular interest in 
the effects these chemicals have on 
the imperiled monarch butterfly. 
 

February 1  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Maple Syrup Making 

Dr. Dan Cassens 
Purdue’s Department of  

Forestry and Natural Resources 
 
Dr. Cassens will demonstrate his 
equipment used for tapping 
trees. He will then walk us through 
the entire process of making maple 
syrup, from extracting the sap to 
the final tasty product. 
 

February 8  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Native American Artifacts 

Angie Manual 
Prophetstown State Park  

Interpretive Naturalist 
Steve Kerkhove 
local collector 

 
Artifacts help us learn and appreci-
ate the history of people who lived 
in this area. Join Angie and Steve 
for an afternoon of information and 
sharing. Steve will bring items he 
has found on his local farm for eve-
ryone to see. Guests are welcome  
to bring unique items that they 
have found. 
 
LOCATIONS : 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 

 
                        (continued on page 5) 
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 Parmesan Tuna Spread 
 
1  7 oz. can solid white tuna 
4  ounces Parmesan cheese - grated 
1  tablespoon mayonnaise 
 
Drain tuna, place in small bowl, and 

flake (finely) with fork. Blend parme-
san cheese in blender until powder 
fine. Mix cheese and mayonnaise into 
tuna. Mix should be almost smooth, 
but fairly dry. Stuff mini peppers, 
cream puffs or spread on crackers 
and broil. 

 

Roasted Veggies  
 
Cut slices from red, yellow, and 
green bell peppers, zucchini, and  
yellow squash. Coat with some melt-

ed butter or olive oil, salt, and pepper 
to taste. Put on first rack under  
the broiler until veggies turn golden 
brown. 
 

Creamy Peanut Butter Soup 
 
3 cups milk                                          
3/4 cup (6 oz. jar) creamy peanut 

butter 
Dash cayenne, chili powder, tabasco 

or Worchestershire sauce 
 

Blend milk into peanut butter in medi-
um-size saucepan over low heat. 
Heat to serving temperature; keep 
warm until ready to serve. 
Sprinkle with desired seasoning. 
Makes 4 servings. 



Thyme   Happening 

(continued from back) 

 
Something to keep in mind with 
any houseplants at this time of 
year, is that even though they are 
warm and toasty inside with us,  
we are still in the midst of winter. 
With less sun and lower overall 
temperatures, there aren’t as many 
resources for photosynthesis. As  
a result, they won’t grow as quick-
ly, so don’t be worried if you don’t 
see much new growth during  
these months. 
 
So, if you’re missing the smell of 
fresh dirt and the clank of pots and 
trowels, consider expanding your 
houseplant collection. Better yet, 
buy one for you and one for a 
friend, and spread a bit of mid-
winter cheer!  
 
In addition to the three types noted 
above, I’ve had considerable suc-
cess with these as well: Philoden-
drons, spider plants, rubber plants, 
Boston ferns, and snake plants.  
Are there any beloved houseplants 
that you’d add to this list? Let me 
know at wordthyme@gmail.com, 
and I’ll be sure to feature them in a 
future column!  

(continued from page 4) 

 

INPAWS Programs 
 

January 23  7 p.m.  LNC 
Rare, Threatened &  

Endangered Plants found  
on NICHES Properties 

Bob Easter 
 
Every time NICHES acquires a new 
property by donation or purchase, 
at least one species that is of inter-
est to the state seems to turn up. 
Come and see the lovely and ob-
scure plants that have been found - 
and continue to be found - on 
NICHES 40+ properties.  
 
Local INPAWS programs are the 
fourth Monday of the month at  
7 p.m. at the Lilly Nature Center. 
Everyone is invited to join the 
speaker for dinner before the meet-
ing at the MCL Cafeteria in West 
Lafayette at 6 p.m. 
 

Gardening Events 
 

January 24  6-9 p.m. 
Beef House Restaurant 

16501 IN-63 
Covington, Indiana 

Gardening Conference 
 
The conference will cover two top-
ics that evening. One presented by 
Sandy Mason (University of Illinois 
Extension, State Master Gardener 
Coordinator) on Pollinator Pocket 
Gardening. Cover Crops for the Home 
Garden will be presented by Ashley 
Holmes, Purdue University Exten-
sion Educator, Ag & Natural Re-
sources. Master Gardener educa-
tion hours are available. The cost is 
$20 per person which includes din-
ner. To register call Karen Mitchell 
at 765-474-0793 or online at 
web.extension.illinois.edu/cfiv by 
January 20. 

January 28  
Porter County Expo Center 

215 East Division Road 
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 

14th Annual Gardening Show 
 
The 2017 Porter County gardening 
show features a seed and bulb ex-
change; presentations by national, 
regional, and local gardening 
speakers; hands-on, how-to 
demonstrations on basic gardening 
skills; more than 125 exhibitors and 
vendors; a photo contest; children’s 
educational activities; dining ser-
vices; and door prizes. 
 
The cost is $10 per person which 
includes free seed and bulb ex-
change tickets. For more infor-
mation visit http://www.pcgarden. 
info/gardening-show/. 
 

January 28  8 a.m. 
Kosciusko County 

202 West Main Street 
Warsaw, Indiana 46580 

Northern Indiana Seed  
Swap & Gateway to  

Gardening Symposium 
 
The Kosciusko County symposium 
starts at 8 a.m. with seed swap  
registration and a presentation at  
9 a.m. by Travis Trump on Saving, 
Storing, and Testing: Getting the most 
from your seed.” Other speakers  
include: Michael Van Laeken,  
Greg Leyes, and Zac Hawkins. 
There will also be breakout ses-
sions on How to Make a Moss Ball ($5 
extra), All Things Succulent, and A 
Watched Pot Never Cracks. 
 
There is a $30 registration fee 
which includes a continental 
breakfast, lunch, and handouts.  
The registration deadline is January 
20th. Call the Kosciusko county 
extension office at 574-372-2340 
for more information. 
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Welcome,  
winter. Your 

late dawns and 
chilled breath 
make me lazy, 
but I love you 
nonetheless.  

                                 Terri Guillemets 

mailto:wordthyme@gmail.com
web.extension.illinois.edu/cfiv
http://www.pcgarden.info/gardening-show/
http://www.pcgarden.info/gardening-show/
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         by Erin Carlson 
 
A cold Indiana winter doesn’t mean 
that you can’t get out that gardening 
gusto by brightening up your home 
with some potted plants. Here are 
three tried and true varieties of house-
plants that I always make sure to keep 
around. (And trust me, they are very 
tried, and very true; my thumb has 
only become green in the last couple  
of years.) 
 
Shamrocks (bright, but not direct 
sun): We all associate shamrocks with 
St. Patrick’s Day, but they are actually 
great plants to keep around all year 
long. For years, I would throw the en-
tire plant away, assuming that it was 
an annual after its tiny white flowers 
died and the stems went limp; howev-
er, one year, I left it alone (out of pa-
tience or neglect, I won’t reveal) and 

several weeks later, new stems started 
to appear! However, I also found out 
that this cycle can’t be repeated con-
stantly; shamrocks eventually need to 
go through a dormant phase to stay 
healthy, so once your plant starts look-
ing particularly tired, pluck the green-
ery away and move the pot somewhere 
cool and dark to let the bulbs have 
some time to regenerate. 
 
Peace Lilies (medium-low light): 
Though they look delicate, with their 
lush leaves and uniquely shaped 
blooms, Peace Lilies are actually quite 
resilient houseplants. In fact, they are 
great for those of us who might forget 
to water our plants every single week - 
they actually tolerate under-watering 
better than over-watering. I particular-
ly like this plant because I know ex-
actly when it needs some water due to 
the way that the leaves droop - they 

might as well be saying, “Give me a 
drink, please!” 
 
Aloe Vera Plants (bright, direct light): 
One of the easiest succulents to grow, 
Aloe Vera plants are beautiful and add 
interest to any room. I learned from my 
mother that if you burned yourself on 
the stove or oven, after rinsing the af-
fected area in cold water, you could 
break off a tiny piece of the Aloe Vera 
plant and apply it directly to your 
skin. I always keep one in my kitchen 
because I’m accident prone. A note of 
caution (beyond being careful around 
your stove and oven): because it is in 
the succulent family, it can store a lot 
of water in its leaves and root system, 
so be sure not to overwater it - espe-
cially during the winter months when 
the plant might go dormant.  
 

Word Thyme 

 (continued on page 5)  


