
January 2019 

On December 12th we attended the 
graduation and celebration of the 2018 
Master Gardener class. It was gratify-
ing to meet such a varied and enthusi-
astic group of gardeners. Do make a 
point to welcome them to Master Gar-
deners, and help them find the oppor-
tunities to utilize all they have learned. 
Two of the interns have stepped up 
and volunteered to take over as co-
chairs of the Indiana Veteran’s Home 
Gardens in West Lafayette. We thank 
Jan Hiple and Bill Hayes who have  
volunteered countless hours to the 
IVH and are now passing the baton. 
We welcome Maralee Hayworth and 
Monte Adams as the new co-chairs. 
Maralee actually volunteered with Pat 
Millard several years ago. 
 
Marilyn Redmon, who was in the class 
of 2016, has decided to try her hand at 
gardening in zone 9. She and her hus-
band David moved to Florida in De-
cember. Marilyn served in two posi-
tions; Social Committee Chair and 
Scholarship Committee Chair. Pat 
Miller has volunteered to head up the 
Scholarship Committee, and we are 
looking for someone who would be 
interested in heading up the Social 
Committee. The Social Committee is 
responsible for setting up the room for 
our monthly meetings, organizing two 
carry-in dinners, and for finding folks 
to be greeters before the meetings. 
 
After many years, Kristel Kaye stepped 
down as the lead person designing our 
all-important membership directory 
(the Green Book). Jeri Bosworth-
Parker has taken over for her. As a side 

note, please be sure to advise us if  
you have an address, phone, or  
email change so that we can update 
the directory. 
 
Dee and Bill Dilling maintain the Can-
na bed in the Idea and Display Garden 
as well as tending to the beds in front 
of the extension building and around 
the sign in front of the extension of-
fice. They are not going to be doing the 
bed around the sign in 2019. Please 
consider taking over the bed around 
the sign. This would involve planning 
and planting new annuals, weeding, 
and watering. Dee and Bill will be  
happy to mentor you on this project. 
 
Finally, we have two rather unique 
opportunities. The chairpersons of 
these two projects will remain in place 
in 2019 and train you to take over in 
2020. Sue Hiser would like to train 
someone to take over GAAP in 2020. 
GAAP stands for the Great Annual 
Annual Planting that takes place in 
May of each year. Sue organizes a 
group of volunteers that plant annuals 
(over a period of several days) around 
Lafayette and West Lafayette. Jan 
Scarcelli and Esther Chosnek have  
co-chaired the Cumberland Adopt- 
A-Spot. They will also stay in place  
in 2019 and train you to take over  
in 2020. This garden is located in 
West Lafayette.  
 
I counted over 50 projects in which 
the Master Gardeners are involved. 
This would not be possible without 
everyone of you and the countless 
hours you volunteer. A sincere thank 

you to one and all. As was mentioned 
at the graduation party last night, 
Master Gardener membership  
gives you an opportunity to be a  
part of something much larger in  
the community.  
 

                                                   Thank you, Jolaine 

A Word from Co-Presidents Jolaine and Cheryl 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

January 8  6:30 p.m.  TCEO  
6 p.m. Social Time 

History of the Fairgrounds Oaks & 
How Their Offspring Will Live On 

Chad Evans 
Chad is the Chief Meteorologist at 
WLFI Channel 18. He has always  
been interested in gardening and the 
natural world. 
  

February 5  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Invasive Plant Species 
Ren Hall 

Ren is the Northwest Central Indiana 
Nursery Inspector & Compliance Of-
ficer for INDR-Division of Entomology 
& Plant Pathology. He will speak on 
invasive plant species and best practic-
es for selling plant material at our 

plant expo.   
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net


Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 6 p.m. In attendance were Jer-
ry Millard, Guido Nizzi, Pat Miller, 
Jeri Bosworth-Parker, Cheryl McCool, 
Jolaine Roberts, Dee Dee Long, Jan 
Sadler, Karen Mitchell, Jim Jeray, and 
Kristen Noel. 
 
The November meeting minutes were 
approved as posted in the December 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the treasurer’s re-
port. He has received $2,689 in dues as 
of December 13th. The Happy Hollow 
Gardeners’ Club donated $50 in 
memory of Kay Falley; this money will 
be designated for the memory garden. 
The unrestricted balance is $13,198, 
which is approximately $2,100 less 
than the beginning of year balance. 
 
Jolaine Roberts asked board members 
to review and suggest edits for the 
2019 Green Book membership directo-
ry. Suggested edits included updated 
2019 event dates and the removal of 
the Hanna Center and volunteer hours 
record committees. 
 
Jerry Millard provided an update on 
the previously discussed installation of 
a security system, which has become 
even more urgent due to a second re-
cent break-in. Thieves broke into mul-
tiple extension garden sheds and stole 
small equipment. Consequently, all 
sheds have new, stronger locks that 
can only be accessed by key. Jerry sug-
gested the formation of a security cam-
era committee that would be co-
chaired by himself, Guido Nizzi, Ed 
Knoth, and Jim Jeray. Five security 
system options were then presented to 
the Board. After examining the bene-

fits, drawbacks, and expense of all op-
tions, the Board approved to sign a 
contract with All-Star Electronic Se-
curity System, Inc. This system will 
have sensors installed on shed doors 
that will silently alert the police. Fif-
teen members will be able to arm and 
disarm the system through a cell 
phone application. All-Star’s quote for 
materials and labor is approximately 
$1,000 plus a $45/month fee, and the 
security system will be installed 
around Christmas. Other action items 
include installing an already purchased 
test motion detector and camera unit 
and immobilizing the tractor by add-
ing a wheel lock. 
 
Jerry Millard summarized the “Where 
and How to Volunteer” form often dis-
tributed to new members and asked 
for a volunteer to take the responsibil-
ity of updating the form’s information. 
Jolaine Roberts volunteered. Jerry then 
handed out materials for committee 
members who will help decide the 
Rookie of the Year, Outstanding Mas-
ter Gardener, and Support Person of 
the Year awards. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that she 
would like to take a grant writing 
course in order to further contribute to 
MGATC’s development efforts. She 
asked for financial support from 
MGATC’s budget to help cover the 
enrollment expenses; a motion was 
made and the Board approved. 
 
With no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
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 White Rotisserie Chicken Chili  
 

2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 large onion, diced 

2 cloves garlic, minced 
6 cups (48 ounces) low-sodium chicken broth 

Shredded meat from 1 (2-pound) plain rotis-
serie chicken (about 4-1/2 cups) 

2 (15-ounce) cans white beans, drained and 

rinsed 
2 (4-ounce) cans diced green chiles 

2 teaspoons ground cumin 
1 teaspoon dried oregano 

1-1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 
1/4 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper (opt.) 

1 pound frozen corn kernels 
Sour cream, diced avocado, crushed tortillas, 

and chopped fresh cilantro, for serving. 
 

In a large, 5-quart or larger Dutch oven, heat 
the oil over medium-high heat until shimmering. 

Add the onion and saute until translucent and 

softened, about 5 minutes. Add the garlic and 
saute until fragrant, about 1 minute more. 

 
Add the chicken broth, shredded chicken, white 

beans, green chiles, cumin, oregano and salt. 
Bring to a boil, then reduce the heat to simmer 

gently, covered, for 20 minutes. Add the frozen 
corn and simmer until cooked through, about  

1 minute. 
 

Season to taste with additional salt if need-

ed. Garnish with sour cream, diced avocado, 
crushed tortillas and cilantro. Serves 6-8. 

 

                                          ~ thekitchn.com 

MGATC Board: December 13, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 

There are two seasonal diversions that can 
ease the bite of any winter. One is the January 

thaw. The other is the seed catalogues. 
                                                                                                                                                                ~ Hal Borland  

http://thekitchn.com
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Jan Sadler introduced the evening’s 
speaker, Kathryn Reeves, at 7 p.m. 
Her presentation, “Fresh Trends: 
Growing and Cooking with Micro-
greens,” described how to grow, 
harvest, and prepare young vegeta-
ble greens in your home, especially 
during the winter months. 
 
Jolaine Roberts called the meeting 
to order at 7:42 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the November 
monthly meeting were approved as 
posted in the December issue of the 
Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the treasurer’s 
report. The November beginning 
balance was $37,588. Income of 
$1,397 included membership dues 
and expenses of $304 included 
public education workshop pur-
chases and a nursery license for the 
2019 Garden Expo. After removing 
restricted funds, the unrestricted 
balance is $15,603 with an addi-
tional $10,536 in savings. 
 
Jolaine Roberts described open 
chairperson positions for the fol-
lowing volunteer opportunities: 
Indiana Veteran’s Home gardens, 
Membership Committee, Social 
Committee, and Scholarship Com-
mittee. As Marilyn Redmon will be 
moving to Florida, her two chair 
positions - Social and Scholarship 
Committees - are now vacant. Pat 
Miller volunteered to chair the 
Scholarship Committee. Joyce 
Pearson asked for volunteers to 
serve as greeters at monthly meet-
ings; multiple people in attendance 
volunteered to fill those vacancies. 
 
Billie Seaton reported that as of De-
cember 4th, 87 members had paid 
their 2019 membership dues as 
compared to 200 from the previous 

year. To be included in the Green 
Book, members must submit dues 
by January 1st. Forms are available 
online and in the Garden Beet. 
 
Jeri Bosworth-Parker announced 
that a public education workshop 
will be held on January 26th from  
9 a.m. - noon. The topic will be an-
nounced through email once con-
firmed. Future public education 
workshops will be held on Febru-
ary 16th and March 16th. 
 
Jolaine Roberts recognized several 
interns who attended the Decem-
ber dinner and meeting; they stood 
and were warmly welcomed. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced the 
names of members who completed 
1,000 hours of volunteer work, who 
were honored at the annual state 
convention. Those in attendance 
took a picture to commemorate 
their achievement. 
 
Karen Mitchell then recognized the 
All-American Selection garden vol-
unteers, in particular Mickey Pen-
rod, Bill Dilling, and Sue Swick. 
The framed certificate celebrating 
the garden’s third place award will 
be displayed in the extension office. 
Karen thanked everyone for their 
hard work in all volunteer gardens 
throughout the year. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that the 
2018 interns would take their exam 
on December 5th and invited every-
one to attend their graduation cele-
bration on December 12th. She then 
recognized intern Patty Hall, who 
will have nearly completed her 35 
volunteer hours before graduation. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that a 
2019 Garden Expo meeting would 
take place on December 13th at  

7:30 p.m. for anyone interested  
in volunteering. 
 
Door prizes were then given out  
to several lucky attendees, includ-
ing Linda Stafford, Guido Nizzi, 
Bill Dilling, Sherry Richardson, 
Ruth Coors, Kathryn Reeves, and 
Jerry Millard. 
 
With no further business, Jolaine 
Roberts adjourned the meeting  
at 8:09 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 
 

Let us be 
grateful to 
the people 
who make 
us happy; 

they are the 
charming 
gardeners 
who make 
our souls 
blossom. 

                              ~ Marcel Proust 

MGATC Minutes: December 4, 2018, 6 p.m., Judi’s 



MGATC Workshop 
 
January 26  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 

Winter Seed Sowing:  
Hands on Workshop 

Learn why and how, plant seeds, and 
take home a container. Seeds, tools, 
and supplies will be provided. This 
workshop is open to the public. 
 

Beekeepers Workshop 
 

January 29  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 
West Central Indiana Beekeepers 

Association Gathering 
John Ternest and Jacob Pecenka 

Learn about two research projects on 
bees in agricultural settings with Pur-
due students, John and Jacob, who are 
part of Dr. Ian Kaplan’s lab on Insect 
Ecology (https://www.entm.purdue. 
edu/ecolab/). 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

January 9  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
A Stroll through Geologic Time: 
Selected Tales and Mysteries 

James Ogg 
From a snowball earth to mass extinc-
tions, mega-volcanoes to asteroid im-
pacts, our planet has experienced a 
wide range of incredible events and 
served as home to many bizarre life 
forms during its history. Dr. Ogg 
(Geologist, Purdue University) will 
share the highlights of the past 4 bil-
lion years and explore Indiana’s geolo-
gy along the way. Prepare for a rocky 
trip, with a few oil slicks and monsters 
lurking along the path!  
 

January 16  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
The Science Behind Local  

Weather Folklore 
Chad Evans 

Just how reliable is that Farmer’s Al-
manac? Prepare for some myth-busting 
as Chad (Chief Meteorologist, WLFI 
TV) separates fact from fiction when it 
comes to weather folklore.  

 
January 23  1-3 p.m.  LNC 

Investing in Conservation 
Tom Swinford 

Tom (Ecologist and Assistant Direc-
tor, IDNR Division of Nature Pre-
serves) will share the challenges and 
rewards of making conservation initia-
tives a priority on properties through-
out our state.  
 

January 30  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Invasives in Your County 

Amy Slaughterbeck 
Join us for this vital discussion on  
the top 10 invasive species in Tippe-
canoe County, led by Amber (Regional 
Specialist, Indiana Invasives Initia-
tive). Information will be shared about 
identification of each species, their 
impacts, eradication techniques and 
tools, and how you can get involved in 
the Indiana Invasives Initiative.  

 
 
 

February 6  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Tundra on the Wabash 

Darrell Schulze 
For a time after the end of the last Ice 
Age, northern Indiana was a treeless, 
frozen tundra landscape much like 
northern Alaska and Canada today. Dr. 
Schulze (Professor of Soil Science, Pur-
due University) will show that the 
evidence for the tundra is still all 
around us, if you know where to look.  
 
LOCATIONS: 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue 
and McCormick Road at 1620 Lindberg Road. 

 

Treasurer’s  

Report 

 
As you are reading this we will have 
completed the transition to align our 
fiscal year with the calendar year. It 
makes more sense from a gardening 
standpoint, but it meant supporting a 
16-month “year” with only a single year 
of dues and one Garden Expo. As a 
result, our unrestricted funds dropped 
over that period by more than $3,000. 
This is partially due to the need for 
increased security in response to the 
two recent break-ins of the garden 
sheds behind the office. I will present 
the full financial details at the January 
monthly meeting. 
 
To make up some of the difference, we 
all need to work together to make this 
year's Garden Expo a rousing success! 
Cheryl will likewise fill everyone in on 
those details at the next meeting. I 
look forward to seeing you all there! 
(Pray for fair weather on January 8.) 
 

Jim Jeray, Treasurer 

What’s Happening  
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It is the life  
of the crystal, 
that architect 
of the flake, 
the fire of  
the frost,  

the soul of  
the sunbeam.   

This crisp  
winter air is 

full of it. 
~ John Burroughs, "Winter Sunshine" 

https://www.entm.purdue.edu/ecolab/
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/ecolab/


Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County

2019 Membership Application & Annual Dues 

Updated 9/12/2018 

The Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County dues are $25 per year for an individual or $40 per year 
for a couple at the same address. We are now on a claendar year and these dues will be for 2019. This annual fee 
will allow access to the Garden Beet by email, the ‘Members Only’ area on the website, and the monthly 
educational seminars, as well as, voting rights during the annual election.  If you would like to receive printed 
copies of either the monthly Garden Beet or the Green membership book, please select the option below. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________  City: _____________  State: _____  Zip:______ 

Phone: ___________________________  Email: _____________________________________ 

Please check the membership options that you would like below: 

o Individual Annual Dues $25 

o Couple Annual Dues (please include both names above) $40 

o Garden Beet (if you wish to receive monthly printed copies) $12 

o Green Membership Book (if you wish to receive a printed copy) $2 

TOTAL =  $______ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________  Email: _______________________________________ 

Primary gardening interests (i.e. roses, perennials, organic, etc): ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Areas in which I think I can be an effective Master Gardener and achieve volunteer hours: 

___  Public Speaking  ___  Staffing info booths 
___  Great Annual Annual Planting  
___  Serving as an officer  
___  Serving as committee chairperson 
___  Working at Adopt-A-Spot 
___  Event planning  
___  Preparing publicity 
___  Working with youth 
___  Helping with plant sales  

___  Planning workshops 
___  Presenting workshops 
___  Writing for the Garden Beet 
___  Greenhouse or nature center docent 
___  Working in Display & Idea Gardens
___  Working in Demonstration Gardens 
___  Helping at the Garden Expo 
___  Helping at the Annual Open House 

___  Other (please specify): __________________________________________________________________ 
Please return this completed form and a check for the amount of your dues (payable to Master 
Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County) to Billie Seaton by the October 2018 
monthly meeting, or mail them to: Billie Seaton / 1712 Mason Dixon Drive South / West Laf, IN 47906 





Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
Supplies and Tools needed: 

 Plastic milk 
jugs (gallon or 
half-gallon, 2-
liter soda bot-
tles, plastic 
storage con-
tainers, etc. - 
anything with 

clear or translucent sides and lid) 
 Utility knife 
 Duct tape 
 Permanent marker 
 Plant labels 
 Seed starter mix or potting mix (pre-

moistened) 
 Seeds 
 
How to: 
1.  Cut drain holes in bottom of jug or 

container. Cut ventilation holes in 
top of jug or container. (For milk 
jugs, you could just leave the cap 
off.)  

2.  Measure and mark a line ALMOST 
all the way around the jug - leave a 
1” gap in the line on one side, near 
or under the jug handle. The line 
should be about 3”to 4” up from the 
bottom.  

3.  Using a sharp utility knife, cut 
around the jug on the line leaving 
the 1” area to keep the top and bot-
tom “hinged” together.  

4.  Fill bottom with several inches of 
starter mix or potting soil, plant 
seeds, insert plant, label plant,    
water gently, and allow water     
excess to drain.  

5.  Tape your little greenhouse closed 
around the sides with duct tape.  

6.  Put the jug outside for the winter.  
7.  Check for germination in spring. 

Remove tape and open container to 
provide extra ventilation on warm 
days. Transplant or pot up after 
several true leaves appear. 

       

Additional tips: Ruler or measuring 
tape optional. Use a blow dryer on 
high temperature for a minute or so 
and you can easily peel off sticky labels 
on gallon milk jugs. We sometimes 
write the plant name on the duct tape 
outside too. Some gardeners use a drill 
to make drainage holes. 
 
The seeds won’t germinate as early as 
starting them indoors, but they won’t 
need your constant attention either. 
Usually winter snow, sleet, and rain 
keep the potting mix evenly moist. The 
biggest problem may be too much wa-
ter causing seeds to rot, so be sure 
your containers have many drainage 
holes and are not located in a spot 
prone to puddles. 
 
Give this low maintenance seed germi-
nation method a try!  
 
JANUARY TO-DO LIST 
 
State Park First Day Hike on New 
Year’s Day. Prophetstown State Park,  
2 to 3:30 p.m. on January 1st. Meet at 
the visitor’s center for a prairie hike 
that ends at the Native American Vil-
lage with a fire in the council house 
and hot beverages. See all events at 
StateParks.IN.gov/2420.htm. 
 
After the ground freezes, cover the 
perennials with mulch to keep the 
frost-thaw cycles from heaving the 
plants out of the ground. Don’t throw 
away your Christmas tree after the 
holidays - cut branches are good cover-
ing for perennials.  
 
Mulching with branches and leaving 
plant stalks provides places for benefi-
cial insects like spiders, beetles, soli-
tary bees, and ladybugs that need 
brush piles and dead ground cover to 
overwinter in. Be on the lookout for 
Preying Mantis egg sacs. Leave them in 
place and they’ll reward you next 
spring and summer by devouring the 
bad insects in your garden. 
 
Keep bird feeders filled. Leave native 
plants and flower stalks standing,  

since their seeds and berries are most 
likely to be edible for local wildlife. 
Decorative seed heads of sunflowers, 
black-eyed Susan, purple coneflower 
and others provide vital food too.  
 
See tips from Rosie Lerner, Purdue 
University Extension Consumer Hor-
ticulture Specialist at https://www. 
purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/
january-garden-calendar-2/. 
 
As winter really sets in, stay indoors 
and start planning your spring and 
summer garden. Seed catalogs, feet up, 
and hot cup of coffee - heaven!  
 
We wish you hope, good health, and 
all wonderful things in the New Year.  
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 Roasted Radicchio Wedge Salad  
 

1 head radicchio, quartered and cored 

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

Kosher salt and ground black pepper 

1/2 cup balsamic vinegar 

1/3 cup crumbled blue cheese 

1/4 cup chopped parsley 

1/4 cup chopped walnuts 

 

Place radicchio on small microwavable pan; 

drizzle with oil and sprinkle with salt and 

pepper. Transfer pan to turntable in micro-
wave oven. Cook 5 to 7 minutes on fresh 

vegetable setting (turning once) or until 

radicchio is tender-crisp. 
 

Meanwhile, place vinegar in medium sauce-

pot. Cook over medium-high heat 4 to 6 
minutes or until vinegar is reduced by half 

(should be a pourable syrup consisten-

cy). Watch pot closely as vinegar reduces 

to make sure it does not boil over. 

 
Place radicchio on serving platter. Drizzle 

with balsamic reduction and sprinkle with 
blue cheese, parsley and walnuts. Serve 

immediately. Serves 4. 
 

                            ~ foxeslovelemons.com  

                                                     (edited) 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImthdGhyeW5yZWV2ZXNAeWFob28uY29tIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMCIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI0OTMzOTQ0MDMiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMjc4ODkxNDgiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5pbi5nb3YvZG5yL3BhcmtsYWtl
http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/tags/perennials
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/january-garden-calendar-2/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/january-garden-calendar-2/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/january-garden-calendar-2/
http://foxeslovelemons.com
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

We hope your holidays were peaceful 
and filled with joy and happiness. 
Speaking of happiness, try to find 
some in shoveling snow. If you don’t, 
you will have less happiness in your 
life… and you’ll still have snow.  
 
Gardening at this time of year is slow 
paced and mostly an indoor activity. 
But gardeners often want to do some-
thing outdoors even if only for a few 
minutes. Winter seed sowing fits the 
bill. Trudi Greissle Davidoff is credited 
with inventing this method. There’s a 
Facebook group enthusiasts can join 
called Winter Sowers: https://www. 
facebook.com/groups/wintersown/
about/. 
 
Basically, you make a mini-greenhouse 
with a gallon milk jug (or similar clear 
 

or translucent plastic container) and 
put it outdoors. Easy, peasy, no fuss. 
 
Winter seed sowing works for almost 
any kind of seed. It’s especially good 
for seeds that need a long period of 
cold moist stratification, such as native 
wildflowers, perennials, shrubs, and 
trees. Seeds will germinate when con-
ditions are right for them.  
 
Some winter sowers choose a shel-
tered, shady location, like against the 
north side of a building. We put our 
containers between raised beds in the 
vegetable garden, with bricks and 
boards around them to keep animals 
from knocking them over. In January, 
February and March, check once a 
month to see if water is needed. The 
easiest way to do this is to lift each 
container – if it feels heavy, no water is 

needed, if it feels light, add a little wa-
ter. Dunk the container or jug in a 
bucket or tray to bottom water. Most-
ly, these little greenhouses are fine 
with little or no attention from you 
until spring. 
 
In early spring, check for germination 
and open the container as soon as you 
see little green seedlings to avoid over-
heating on sunny days. Keep soil 
moist. Protection from late freezes and 
frost at night is important.  
 
Be patient. If wildflower, perennial, 
shrub, or tree seeds don’t germinate in 
spring - don’t throw them away. 
We’ve had some seeds germinate later 
in the season, or even in spring a whole 
year later.  
 
                                (continued on page 7) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/wintersown/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wintersown/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/wintersown/about/
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