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I wish all of our membership could 
have attended the Master Gardener 
conference in Danville this June. As  
it was, we had 13 representatives from 
Tippecanoe County there. Our key-
note speakers entertained us with  
topics on native plants, hydroponics, 
and the “cocktail hour garden”... more 
on cocktails later. We were able to 
choose from varied topics like native 
herbs, papercrete plant containers, 
succulents, bees, gardening with  
children, monarchs, mushrooms, or  
my personal favorite, cutting gardens. 
So many choices, so little time, but 
what a fun way to earn educations 
hours. Karen Mitchell regaled us with 
stories of her garden tour to the local 
penitentiary. I bet most of us can’t  
say we have had a garden tour inside  
a penitentiary!  

One of the fun opportunities this year 
was the ability to camp at the fair-
grounds rather than staying in a hotel. 
I have not camped in many years, but 
this was not like any camping I have 
ever done. Cheryl, Wendy, Sharon, and 
I opted to camp out; and what fun. We 
had a campfire, talked, laughed, and 
watched the space station pass over-
head. We had heard the keynote 
speaker, C.L. Fornari, talk about her 
book, The Cocktail Hour Garden, and we 
took it to heart. Although she was 
talking about making time to just sit 
outside and enjoy your garden, we did 
the next best thing and enjoyed the 
out of doors around the campfire with 
our cocktails. It is amazing what you 
can learn about people when they are 
relaxing outdoors at the end of the 
day. I learned that Cheryl McCool is 

the oldest of nine children, Sharon 
Townsend is a master fire builder, and 
Wendy Kerssemakers can’t keep track 
of her badge, and when she does find 
it, she wears it upside down. I did not 
get to spend as much time with the 
other attendees, but I know Mickey, 
Beth, Mary, Elizabeth, Lisa, Karen, 
John, and Susan would love to tell you 
about their experience at the confer-
ence. Ask one of them what we learned 
about plunkit plants or the new genus 
“idonothavaclue.”  
 

Happy gardening to all of you from 
Jolaine and Cheryl 

  
 

A Word from Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

We shall be free not because we claim 
freedom, but because we practice it 

                                                                                     ~ William Faulkner 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

July 3  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6:00 p.m. Social Time 

Indiana’s Changing Climate,  
and its Consequences 

Jeff Dukes 
Purdue University 

  

August 7  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Home Canning 
Amber Noll 

Amber will speak on best practices for 
home canning, focusing on the water 
bath method. 
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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Jan Sadler introduced the evening’s 
speaker, Mickey Penrod, at 6:30 p.m. 
The presentation, “What is All-
America Selections?”, gave an overview 
of the history and organization of All-
America Selections (AAS) and this 
year’s theme, “Get Social in the Gar-
den.” Attending members then walked 
out to the Display and Idea Garden to 
view this year’s AAS plantings. 
 
Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 7:33 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the May monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the June issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that the 
Alfred J. McAllister and Dorothy N. 
McAllister Foundation awarded the 
MGATC a $15,200 grant to expand 
and improve the existing compost pile. 
This grant will fund extending the 
road past the beehives to the field and 
putting compost into windrows. This 
work will likely not be completed by 
the Open House. 
 
In addition, Karen Mitchell announced 
that Julieann Davis received a grant 
(amount unknown) from the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greater Lafayette. 
This award will fund a shade pavilion 
out by the community garden, which 
will serve as an outdoor classroom and 
facilitate community involvement. 
 
Jim Jeray gave the Treasurer’s Report 
through May 2018. Income, including 
the compost grant and Art in Bloom, 
was $16,648. Expenses including Art 
in Bloom and the Extension Garden 
totaled $2,244. After deducting the 
restricted funds, the available check-
ing account balance was $24,755. The 
savings account balance was $10,533. 
Jim Jeray also noted that the current 
fiscal year ends in August and the next 
fiscal year will begin in January 2019, 
leaving a four month gap without dues 
as income. 
 
Jolaine Roberts thanked Mickey Pen-
rod for her presentation and asked for 

written instructions for Master  
Gardeners to use the AAS hashtag, 
#AASwinners, and post pictures to 
social media. Karen Mitchell intro-
duced Kara, who will serve as the  
summer intern, and noted that Kara 
would create the instructions. 
 
Jolaine Roberts provided an update on 
the Dona Brown memorial plans. In 
addition to the previously agreed upon 
bench, the Brown family also request-
ed a more permanent marker. As a re-
sult, an engraved memorial stone will 
also be added to the Extension Gar-
dens this summer. 
 
Lynn Layden announced that the 
10th annual Art in Bloom will take 
place on June 23 and is in need of  
volunteers. Maps of the location  
and event are available online at 
westlafayette.in. gov. 
 
Jolaine Roberts noted that a handful of 
members plan to attend the state Mas-
ter Gardener conference, including 
herself and Cheryl McCool. 
 
Dee Dee Long stated that the 2018 
Open House will take place on July  
15 from 1-4 p.m. Sign-ups were availa-
ble; interested volunteers can also  
contact Dee Dee Long. New events at 
this year’s Open House will include 
water stations and recipe samples 
from garden ingredients. Flyers and 
save the date cards were provided at 
the meeting. 
 
Jolaine Roberts asked those who have 
card suggestions to let Jeri Bosworth 
Parker know. She also noted that Don 
Nead was turning 90 if anyone wanted 
to send him a birthday card. 
 
Jolaine Roberts then summarized 
available volunteer positions: co-chair 
for the Public Education Workshops 
and chairs for the Cumberland Flower 
Beds Adopt-a-Spot. Jeri Bosworth Par-
ker volunteered at the meeting to serve  
 
 
 

as a co-chair for the workshops posi-
tion. Esther Chosnek told those in at-
tendance that she could use help with 
the Cumberland Flower Beds and 
would like volunteers to take over in 
the near future. She also noted the im-
portant role that Public Education 
Workshops played in introducing her 
to the MGATC. 
 
With no further business, Jolaine Rob-
erts adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer’s  
Report 
 
As I mentioned at the June meeting, 
the funds we have must last us 
through the remainder of 2018 as  
we transition to a calendar year for 
membership and finances. With  
the success of the Expo and the good 
work everyone has done, we have no 
worries there. 
 
I anticipate receiving a few more bills 
to pay and reimbursement checks to 
write by the end of the month. This 
will leave us with just under $22,000 
of unrestricted funds. Look around  
for your receipts and send them to  
me or bring them to the meeting. See 
you there. 
 

Jim Jeray, Treasurer 
 

A world with-
out tomatoes  
is like a string 
quartet with-

out violins 
                             ~ Laurie Colwin 

MGATC Minutes: June 5, 2018, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



Present for the meeting were: Jolaine 
Roberts, Dee Dee Long, Jan Sadler, Jeri 
Bosworth Parker, Jerry Millard, John 
Pickett, Cheryl McCool, Pat Miller, 
Kristen Noel, and Jim Jeray. 
 
The Board meeting minutes were ap-
proved as posted in the June issue of 
the Garden Beet with one correction: the 
granddaughter of Jolaine Roberts, not 
Pat Miller, will rout a design into the 
Dona Brown memorial bench. 
 
Jim Jeray reported that since his report 
at the June monthly meeting, there 
have been $632 in submitted expenses. 
As a result, the unrestricted fund sits 
at $24,122. In addition, he noted that 
he received two insurance bills for lia-
bility and tractor insurance that total 
to $2,100. 
 
As previously discussed at the April 
Board meeting, Jim Jeray reported that 
the estimated annual cost for a small 
post office box is $180. This box will 
become the official mailing address of 
the MGATC. The Board then approved 
the necessary funds. Jim Jeray esti-
mates that the box will not need to  
be purchased until January 2019. 
 
Jolaine Roberts and Pat Miller provid-
ed an update on the Dona Brown me-
morial items. Since the Brown family 
would prefer to add a stone as a more 
permanent memorial, Dee Dee Long 

and Jan Sadler suggested an engraved 
stone from Wrede’s Rocks, as previ-
ously discussed at the May Board 
meeting. Jolaine Roberts made a mo-
tion to approve a budget cap of $250 
for the stone; the Board approved. The 
proposed engraving is “In memory of 
Dona Brown, Master Gardener and 
Our Friend.” The stone will be placed 
by the accompanying bench near the 
Bed of Hope. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler reported 
on preparations for the Open House. 
Mickey Penrod will be placing frames 
around the garden to encourage at-
tendees to take selfies. There are still 
available spots for volunteers. Jan  
Sadler invited local professors who 
have taught Master Gardener classes 
to attend the Open House to educate 
and answer questions at booths. 
 
Jolaine Roberts noted that custom 
Master Gardener aprons, similar to 
those borrowed from John Orrick  
for the Garden Expo, would cost 
$22.98 from Freckles Graphics. The 
board decided that 12 aprons would  
be appropriate and chose a dark green 
color with white embroidery. After 
clarifying that funds will be taken 
from the general fund, the Board  
approved the expense. 
 
Jolaine Roberts reported that the 
available chairperson position for the 

Cumberland Flower Bed Adopt-a-Spot 
remains vacant. Several members have 
volunteered to help Ed Knoth tackle 
the Mascouten Adopt-a-Spot. 
 
Jolaine Roberts noted that Karen 
Mitchell reserved rooms for the fol-
lowing dates in 2019 for monthly 
meetings: January 8, February 5, 
March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, July 2, 
August 6, September 3, October 1, No-
vember 5, and December 3. Board 
meeting dates are as follows: January 
10, February 14, March 14, April 11, 
May 9, June 13, July 11, August 8, Sep-
tember 12, October 10, November 14, 
and December 12. The Board then dis-
cussed potential locations for the Hoe-
down and December carry-in. 
 
Jolaine Roberts asked for any new 
business. Jan Sadler reported that she 
asked the Veteran’s Home if the 
MGATC could hold the September 
Hoedown at their outdoor shelter but 
had not yet received a response. Jim 
Jeray asked about any corrections or 
updates for the MGATC website, 
which Jolaine Roberts and Cheryl 
McCool agreed to review. 
 
With no further business, Jolaine Rob-
erts adjourned the meeting at 7 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Board: June 14, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 

Volunteer Op 
 
This year’s Open House will take 
place on Sunday, July 15 from 1 to  
4 p.m. The event will feature guided 
tours  of the Community Gardens, 
Demonstration Gardens, and Display 
and Idea Gardens.  
  
Volunteering opportunities 
abound! Please help out with the chil-
dren’s area, cooking hot dogs, hay 
rides, baking cookies, tomato tasting, 
food tasting booth, or providing reci-
pes from your garden for the food 

tasting, working one of the water sta-
tions, or helping with parking, set-up, 
and clean-up.  
  
If you have not signed up to work, 
please consider volunteering and sign 
up at the July meeting. You can also 
contact Dee Dee Long, by email at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or cell phone at 
765-586-2735 and Jan Sadler by email 
at grammajanx8@comcast.net or cell 
phone at 317-201-4256. 
 
                                                          Dee Dee and Jan 
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Misc. 
(continued from page 4) 

 

Open House Raffle 
 
We need your help! We will be host-
ing another raffle for the Open 
House. We can use donations of hand 
tools, grow bags, gloves, garden art, or 
any other items that you normally use 
while gardening; but no chemicals of 
any kind. I will take donations at the 
next meeting. The money made from 
the raffle basket will be used to sup-
port our Purdue and Ivy Tech scholar-
ships. Thanks for your support! 
  

                                                                         Pat Miller 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net


Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

July 4   NO PROGRAM 
 

July 11  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
The Butterflies of 

Tippecanoe County 
Jon Neal 

Purdue Entomologist Jon Neal will 
give an indoor presentation on our lo-
cal butterflies followed by an outdoor 
butterfly identification walk (weather 
permitting). Bring your binoculars. 
 
Locations: 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Ar-
ea): In West Lafayette at 1620 Lindberg Road, on the 
north side between Northwestern and McCormick. 

 
Notes: 1) The programs for July 18 and 
25 have not been finalized. For more  
information, contact Joan Mohr Samu-
els at mohrsamuels@comcast.net.  
2) There will not be a Tippecanoe 
County Butterfly Encounter this July. 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Get Social in Our Gar-
dens with #AAS Winners 
 
The Tippecanoe County Master Gar-
deners are participating in the AAS 
2018 Display Garden Challenge. Twen-
ty percent of the score is based on  
promotion of the display and use of  
the hashtag “#AASWinners.” To  
help with this, post on your various 
social media platforms including  
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and 
Pinterest. Just take a picture in the 
AAS Garden of something you find 
interesting or use one of the picture 
frames in the garden to include your-
self. Post the picture to social media 
and include #AASWinners in your 
caption. It’s that simple!  
 

             Kara Schueler – ANR Intern 

State Conference 
 
Jolaine and I attended the state confer-
ence in Hendricks County; what a 
wonderful venue for the conference. I 
hope our additions to the Tippecanoe 
County Fairgrounds in the next few 
years meet up with the splendor of 
this venue in Hendricks County. The 
Conference was very interesting and 
we heard many great speakers and got 
to talk with other Master Gardeners 
from around the state, it was a won-
derful conference and I would like to 
congratulate Hendricks County for all 
the hard work put into the conference; 
the food was also outstanding.  Jolaine 
and I camped on their fairgrounds 
campground and had a great time vis-
iting with Sharon Townsend and 
Wendy Kerssemakers. 
 
We are getting very close to our Open 
House on July 15 at the Extension  
Gardens. I hope you are all planning  
to participate and bring family and 
friends to show off our gardens. The 
gardens are looking good but I am  
sure we could use a few volunteers  
to help make them a showcase for 
Open House.  
 
I hope you are all enjoying the fruits of 
your labors in your own home gardens, 
I have harvested a squash, cucumber, 
and lettuce. With all the heat the gar-
dens need watered almost daily but I 
am enjoying the vegetables and look 
forward to tomatoes and other veggies 
in the next few weeks. I hope some of 
you will have tomatoes ready for the 
tomato tasting at the Open House. I 
may have a few.   
 
I hope to see you all at July’s meeting 
and the Open House. 
 
                                                             Cheryl McCool  

 

Green Book Update 
 
Please change Margot Schuerman’s 
email  address is to:   

margot.schuerman@gmail. com. 
 
                               (continued on page 3) 

What’s Happening  
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 Swedish Meatballs  
Slow Cooker Recipe 

 
2 lbs. meatloaf mix ground meat (turkey or 

beef) 
1 envelope onion soup 

1 egg 

2 tsp. Italian seasoning 
1/2 cup Italian flavored bread crumbs 

14 oz. ketchup (2 cups) 
1 tbs. Italian seasoning 

10 oz. current or apple jelly (3/4 cup) 

 

      Mix the ground meat, onion soup, egg, 

Italian seasoning and breadcrumbs togeth-
er into a meatball mixture.  

     Form small meatballs. 

     Place them on a cookie sheet and bake 
in the oven at 425 degrees for 15 minutes 

per side, turning over once. 

     While the meatballs are baking, prepare 

the sauce. 

     Mix together ketchup, Italian seasoning 

and jelly.  Add to meatballs. 

     Set the slow cooker on high and cook for 

2 hours.  Serve hot. Serves 8. 

 

                ~ https.//suburbangrandma.com 

I drifted into a summer-nap under the hot shade  
of July, serenaded by a cicadae lullaby,  

to drowsy-warm dreams of distant thunder 
                                                                                                                                      ~ Terri Guillemets 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1620+Lindberg+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:margot.schuerman@gmail.com
http://suburbangrandma.com


Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
If you like to stand and hoe weeds, 
consider a modern redesigned tool: 
Narrow Collinear Hoe. The hoe easily 
fits between/around row crops and 
flowering plants. It has a long handle 
and ergonomic design that makes 
weed control so easy - the gardener 
can stand straight up with no bending 
over. There are also medium and wide 
blades available. Watch the video of 
Eliot Coleman using this great tool at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
time_continue=1&v=pR8mXcXBfVI. 
 
For weeds in really tight pavement 
crevices, use an appropriate herbicide 
or try pouring a pot of boiling water  
on the unwelcome green guys. A flame 
weeder or weed torch (sort of mini 
flame throwers) works too. They use  
a small propane tank for fuel.  
 
And if you are really sick of pulling 
weeds, get a cold drink, kick back,  
and enjoy watching a huge tractor-
pulled flame weeder frying weeds: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Cn5S9TiDcBI. 

 
Fortunately, we 
don’t have the 
newest invasive 
weed that has 
gotten a foot-
hold in Indiana: 
mile-a-minute 
vine (Polygonum 
perfoliatum),  
also called dev-
il’s tail, giant 
climbing tear-

thumb, or Asiat-
ic tearthumb. This annual member of 
the Knotweed family climbs over and 
chokes out everything growing in your 
garden - and you can’t even walk 
through it. The leaves are light green 
with a nearly perfect triangle shape, 
according to a Purdue Extension fact 
sheet. Small white flowers may emerge 
on the vine and eventually develop in-
to dark blue “berry-like fruit.” If you 
encounter mile-a-minute vine, report it 

to Early Detection & Distribution 
Mapping System eddmaps.org/
indiana/. Make sure to include pic-
tures of the stem and leaves to help 
with identification. A team of bota-
nists will then confirm the identity  
of the plant. People who think they’ve 
found an invasive species can also send 
the DNR Division of Entomology & 
Plant Pathology (DEPP) an email with 
your name, address, phone number, 
what species you’ve seen, and in what 
county you saw it in to: depp@dnr.IN. 
gov. Include a photo if possible. Alter-
natively, people can call 1-866-NO EX-
OTIC (663-9684). 
 
If you don’t have any weeds at all,  
invasive or not, let us know how you 
did it.  
 
July TO-DO List 
 
 Harvest crops regularly. Small to 

medium summer squash, zucchini, 
and cucumbers are better than big 
seedy ones. 

 Dig potatoes when the foliage dies, 
and onions and garlic when the tops 
turn brown. 

 Water vegetables regularly. Avoid 
blossom-end rot on tomatoes and 
peppers by maintaining even soil 
moisture. Melons and cucumbers 
will be sweeter. 

 Start planting transplants of brocco-
li, cabbage, and other fall crops as 
space becomes available. 

 Prune off tree branches infested with 
fall webworm.  

 Watch for spider mite damage 
(leaves speckled above, yellow be-
low) especially if the weather has 
been dry. Conifer needles may look 
dull gray-green, yellow, or brown.  

 Pinch or shear back late summer  
and fall flowering perennials to    
encourage branching and more 
blooms. Mums: last pinching back 
early to mid-July. 

 Deadhead spent annuals for contin-
ued bloom. Prune roses and flower-
ing shrubs after bloom. 

 
 

 Divide bearded iris. Watch for iris 
borer. 

 Newly planted perennials, shrubs, 
and trees should continue to be wa-
tered thoroughly once a week.  

 Apply no fertilizers to trees and 
shrubs after July 4th. Fertilizing late 
causes lush growth that’s apt to 
winter kill.  

 Fertilize container plants every two 
weeks with a water-soluble solution. 

 Cut flowers from your garden for 
fresh arrangements. Enjoy! 
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(Photo: Wikipedia –Creative  
  Commons copyright free) 

 Vegetable Kabobs  
 
2 cups cremini mushrooms 

1 cup cherry tomatoes 

1 red bell pepper, cut into chunks 

1 green bell pepper, cut into chunks 

1 red onion cut into chunks 

1 zucchini, sliced into thick rounds 

1 yellow zucchini, sliced into thick rounds 

 

Marinade: 

1/4 cup olive oil 

3 cloves garlic, pressed 

Juice of 1 lemon 

1/2 tsp. dried oregano 

1/2 tsp. dried basil 

Kosher salt and freshly ground black    

pepper, to taste 
 

     Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. In a 

small bowl, whisk together olive oil, garlic, 
lemon juice, oregano and basil; season with 

salt and pepper to taste. 

     Thread mushrooms, tomatoes, bell pep-

pers, onion. and zucchini onto skewers.   

Brush olive oil mixture onto the skewers 

and let sit for 10-15 minutes.   

     Place into oven and roast until tender, 

about 10-12 minutes.  Serve immediately. 
Serves 6. 

 
Note:  These can be grilled over medium 

high heat, about 5-6 minutes per side. 

 

                       ~ https.//damndelicious.net  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=pR8mXcXBfVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=pR8mXcXBfVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cn5S9TiDcBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cn5S9TiDcBI
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-481-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-481-w.pdf
http://www.eddmaps.org/indiana/
http://www.eddmaps.org/indiana/
http://damndelicious.net
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

Got weeds? Yeah, we do too.  
 
The definition of a weed is an unwant-
ed plant or a plant growing in the 
wrong place. One or two or three red-
bud trees are lovely in the spring; hun-
dreds and hundreds of redbud seed-
lings popping up all over the garden 
are weeds. A weed is any plant or vege-
tation that interferes with the objec-
tives of gardening or farming.  
 
Weeds aim to suck up all the space, 
water, and nutrients in the garden, so 
they can flower, set millions of seeds, 
and achieve world domination. Weeds 
are definitely interfering with our ob-
jectives so it seems only fair to inter-
fere in return. But what are the best 
ways to do that?  
 

The Morton Arboretum suggests these 
strategies for fighting the weed war: 
 
 Avoid digging or dig only when you 

absolutely need to. Disturbing the 
soil exposes more weed seeds to the 
sun so they can sprout. 

 Mulch keeps weed seeds shaded so 
they don’t sprout, but it won’t elimi-
nate all of them. 

 Know the enemy. Identifying the 
weeds (annual, perennial, grass,      
or broadleaf weed) makes a huge 
difference in how you manage it. 

 Use the least toxic method. Try  
hand-pulling first. Dig up weeds 
with long taproots. Use chemicals 
rarely, as a last resort, and get expert 
help to choose the right product.  

 Weed early and often. 
 Be persistent. 

Even in mid summer, weeds will  
keep popping up as new seeds are 
dropped by birds and animals or  
arrive on the wind. Remember the  
adage: one year’s seed is seven years’ 
weed. Small weeds are easier to kill 
than large, deep-rooted monsters. 
We’re not sure if we’re smarter or 
tougher than the weeds, but we’re  
bigger and we have tools. For weeding 
on hands and knees, we like simple 
classic hand tools: dandelion weeder 
and HoriHori. 
 
 
 
 
                                                        https://clipartxtras.com/ 

 (continued on page 5)  


