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You are probably seeing and hearing a 
lot of campaigning from presidential 
hopefuls these days. They want to 
keep you aware of the coming election 
and share why they feel they are best 
suited for the job. Although it may 
seem like a long time away, we Master 
Gardeners will also be conducting an 
election (this December). Several posi-
tions will need to be filled and I want 
to encourage you to consider running 
for office, or nominating a fellow mem-
ber (with their permission). If you are 
an organized person with a desire to 
help our organization grow, and pro-
vide direction for the future, please 
consider this opportunity. Perhaps you 
are unsure of the duties of an officer, so 
I would like to give you a brief list, and 
of course you can speak with any of 
the current or past officers. We will 
not be electing new Co-Presidents in 
December as the Co-Vice Presidents 
will assume these positions. It is ex-

pected that all officers will try to at-
tend all regular monthly and Board of 
Director meetings. Additionally: 
 
Co-Vice Presidents will assume  
the duties of the President in their ab-
sence and will chair the Program Com-
mittee (schedule speakers for the 
monthly meeting). 
 
Recording Secretary keeps records of 
the proceedings of all meetings, main-
tains the membership list provided by 
the treasurer, determines the presence 
of a quorum, records all minutes of the 
meetings, and has custody of the 
minutes book. 
 
Corresponding Secretary will conduct 
the general correspondence of the 
Master Gardeners, notify members of 
their termination of membership sta-
tus, and mail notices of special and 
Association activities. 

Treasurer will deposit all funds, pre-
sent a Treasurer’s Report, sign checks, 
pay bills, submit a proposed budget to 
the Board of Directors, and fulfill all 
reporting requirements. 
 
Member-at-Large is the voice of  
the membership. Members should  
refer matters to this individual  
regarding concerns and issues of  
the membership. 
 
Again, this is just a brief outline of the 
duties as contained in the Bylaws of 
the MGATC. These are not difficult 
jobs, but they do require your commit-
ment for two years. Please consider 
sharing your talents with our organi-
zation. December elections will be 
here before you know it! 
 

Jolaine 

A Word from Your Co-Presidents, Jolaine & Cheryl 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Programs 
 

July 2  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Container Gardening 
Bridget Gregory 

Bridget is a Greenhouse Supervisor at 
Bennett’s Greenhouse. 
  

August 6  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

 
For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

The United States is the only country 
with a known birthday. All the rest 

began, they know not when, and grew 
into power, they know not how…

There is no “Republican,” no 
“Democrat,” on the Fourth of July, --- 

all are Americans. 
                                                                              ~ James Gillespie Blaine 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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At 6:30 p.m., Jan Sadler introduced 
Jenna Parks Freeman (jparks@dnr.in. 
gov), an Interpretive Naturalist at  
the Indiana DNR Division of State 
Parks. Her presentation, “Wildflowers 
in the Home Landscape,” provided an 
overview of native plants at Prophets-
town State Park and practical tips  
for incorporating natural plants  
into landscaping. 
 
Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
The May meeting minutes were ap-
proved as posted in the June issue of 
the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the Treasurer’s Re-
port. The beginning balance for May 
was $47,669. Income of $218 included 
$190 in membership dues; expenses of 
$689 included $135 in Expo Café sup-
plies, $138 for the Demonstration Gar-
den, and $248 for Journal & Courier Ex-
po ads. The month’s end balance was 
$47,199, including unrestricted funds 
of $24,773 and savings of $10,538. Jim 
noted that the budget for the 2019 
Garden Expo was $1,435; the actual 
total spent was $980. 
 
Jim Jeray noted that the organization’s 
tax exempt certificate and related in-
formation are on the password-
protected portion of the MGATC 
website. He then reported that Billie 
Seaton stepped down as Membership 
Chair; the Board appointed Jim as the 
new chair to consolidate the process of 
collecting membership dues. Member-
ship forms and checks can be placed in 
the MGATC mailbox, which he regu-
larly checks. After Extension Office 
hours, forms and checks can be placed 
in the building’s drop box. 
 
Jim Jeray noted that the 2019 Green 
Books were mailed and updates to 
membership information will be post-
ed on the website and communicated 
through email. Updates to the mem-
bership will be posted on the MGATC 
website and sent through email. 

Jolaine Roberts reported that Bill Dil-
ling brought canna tubers to the meet-
ing for those interested. She thanked 
Sally Casey for bringing cupcakes to 
the meeting. 
 
Jolaine Roberts announced that  
Paulette Moody and Kathy Cubberley 
will become new chairpersons for  
the Cumberland Adopt-a-Spot.  
Jolaine Roberts noted that Candace 
Larson would like to step down  
as chairperson of the Children’s  
Garden and is looking for a new chair-
person. Candace and Judy Cox will 
continue to work in the garden. If  
interested, contact Cheryl McCool  
or Jolaine Roberts. 
 
Lynn Layden announced that Art in 
Bloom will take place on June 22nd 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and feature free 
garden tours and art. She asked for 
volunteers to work during the after-
noon shift. 
 
Pat Miller announced that MGATC’s 
annual educational bus trip will take 
place on July 19th to the Chicago Bo-
tanic Gardens and Sunrise Woldhuis. 
The cost of $41 for members does not 
include lunch. Pat announced that she 
will be collecting payments at the June 
and July meetings. 
 
Mickey Penrod announced that the 
AAS Display Garden was planted and 
that a variety of pepper plants were 
available at the meeting. She also re-
ported that Sue Swick was recovering 
well from open heart surgery that oc-
curred in May. 
 
Jolaine Roberts noted that the nomi-
nating committee is soliciting nomina-
tions for new Board officers for 2020-
2021. The following positions will be 
available: Co-Vice Presidents, Record-
ing Secretary, Corresponding Secre-
tary, and Member-at-Large. She en-
couraged members to consider volun-
teering; those interested can contact 
Jolaine or Cheryl McCool if interested. 
 
 

Jolaine Roberts asked for any addi-
tional business. The Cumberland 
Community Gardens had water in-
stalled; fencing will be installed in  
mid-June. The community garden  
will also have a newsletter that will  
be distributed. Connie Brown noted 
that the Veteran’s Home gardens can-
not use pesticides or herbicides and 
asked for any successful formulas any-
one had for weed control. Jolaine en-
couraged members to visit Master 
Gardener adopt-a-spots and other 
community projects. 
 
With no further business, Jolaine Rob-
erts adjourned the meeting at 7:53 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer’s  
Report 
 
As I reported at the last meeting, our 
treasury is in excellent shape. Now 
that we are heading toward summer, 
most of the activity will be spending 
on gardens. So far this month I have 
received about $3,000 in bills over and 
above our little bit of revenue. The 
bulk of the expenses for June has been 
the annual insurance payments for 
equipment coverage and liability.  
 
Gardeners have been very good about 
getting me their signed receipts at-
tached to the request form, which is 
available at the Tippecanoe MG web-
site. You can mail them to me, drop 
them at the Extension Office, or hand 
them to me at a meeting or in the demo 
garden. I will get your check to you as 
quickly as possible. 
 

Jim Jeray, Treasurer 

MGATC Minutes: June 4, 2019, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 6:05 p.m. In attendance were 
Pat Miller, Kristen Noel, Jolaine Rob-
erts, Dee Dee Long, Jim Jeray, Karen 
Mitchell, and Jeri Bosworth Parker. 
 
The May Board meeting minutes were 
approved as posted in the June issue of 
the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the Treasurer’s Re-
port. As of June 13th, the beginning 
balance was $47,199. Income of $1,838 
included $1,099 from Art in Bloom and 
$738 for the July bus trip. Expenses of 
$3,575 included $1,063 for Art in 
Bloom and $1,741 for the insurance  
policy. The end balance was $44,723, 
including an unrestricted balance of 
$22,297 and savings of $10,538. Jim 
noted that the Garden Expo spent 
$817, nearly $600 less than the budget-
ed amount of $1,435. This differential 
was largely due to the unused $500 
budgeted for speaker fees. 
 
Jim Jeray reported that insurance was 
$1,741 for two policies, an increase of 
3.3% from the previous year. Two 
thousand five hundred dollars was al-
located in the budget. The policy ex-
planation included multiple coverage 
categories that Jim felt was potentially 
unnecessary; he will get more infor-
mation from the Mitchell Agency and 
report back at the July Board meeting.  
 
Jolaine Roberts reported that no one 
had yet volunteered to chair the Chil-
dren’s Garden. Mickey Penrod was 
erroneously listed as Chair of the Dis-
play and Idea Gardens in the 2019 
Green Book. The Board then discussed 
the importance of a chairperson for  
the Display and Idea Gardens who can 

coordinate between plot chairs and 
maintain institutional knowledge such 
as water line locations. Karen Mitchell 
recalled that Jerry Millard had com-
menced work to compile job descrip-
tions; Jolaine will contact Jerry for  
further information. 
 
Jeri Bosworth Parker noted that a Co-
Chairperson position is available for 
the public education workshops. Oth-
er available volunteer positions in-
clude the Children’s Garden, Display 
and Idea Gardens, and the Extension 
Office sign bed. 
 
Pat Miller provided an update on the 
July bus trip. At the time of the meet-
ing, 21 master gardeners had registered 
for the trip; four guests were also  
interested in attending. This number  
is half of the 50 members needed to 
financially break even on the trip’s 
costs. Since upcoming payments  
for the trip were due, the Board  
resolved to send an email blast notify-
ing members that June 20th was the 
deadline to commit to attending the 
trip; the trip will be cancelled if an 
insufficient number of members regis-
ter. Pat also committed to calling  
Imperial Travel to ask about smaller 
buses and call Sunrise Woldhuis to 
check for delivery options. 
 
In advance of the election of new offic-
ers for 2020-21, Jolaine Roberts asked 
all Board members to review their po-
sition duties as described in the 
MGATC Bylaws. The Board discussed 
duties that have erroneously been con-
ducted by other members and clarified 
the roles of each Board member. 
 
Jolaine Roberts asked for any new 
business items. Dee Dee Long asked if 

the Open House will feature hay rides 
since Jerry Millard previously provided 
the trailer; Karen Mitchell replied that 
a trailer has not yet been confirmed for 
the event. Jolaine requested to pur-
chase a lighter, self-propelling mower 
since the MGATC extension gardens 
have been bereft of a mower since the 
2018 thefts. The Board approved up to 
$500 for the purchase of a new mower; 
the funds will be provided by the gar-
den improvement fund. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that MGATC 
has received the $3,000 reimbursement 
from the Community Foundation of 
Greater Lafayette for the Community 
Garden shade pavilion, which has  
been built. 
 
With no further business, Jolaine Rob-
erts adjourned the meeting at 7:43 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
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 Cucumber Tomato Salad 
 

3 C sliced cucumbers, seeds removed 

2 C cherry tomatoes, halved 

1-1/4 C red onion, thinly sliced 

1 green bell pepper cored, seeded and 

diced 

1/4 C chopped herbs such as parsley, 

dill, chives or green onion 

4 Tbsp. olive oil 

1-1/2 T red wine vinegar 

1 tsp. Dijon mustard 

Salt and pepper to taste 

1/4 tsp. dried oregano 
 

Place the cucumbers, cherry tomatoes, 

red onion, bell pepper, and herbs in a 

large bowl.  In a small bowl, whisk to-

gether the olive oil, red wine vinegar, 

Dijon Mustard, salt, pepper, and orega-

no. Pour the dressing over the vegeta-

bles. Toss gently to coat. Serves 6, 
 

                              ~Dinneratthezoo.com  

MGATC Board: June 13, 2019, 6 p.m., TCEO 

Green Book Changes 

Correction- Mickey Penrod is  
not Chair of the Idea and Display  
Gardens.  
 

Please add Mary Tilden’s information 
to your Green Book: 

Tilden, Mary       765-838-3977 
3308 Jasper St 
West  Lafayette IN  47906 
mtilden44@gmail.com 

mailto:mtilden44@gmail.com


Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

July 3  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
TurtleTalk 

Amber Slaughterbeck 
Amber is the Regional Specialist for 
Southern Indiana Cooperative Inva-
sives Management (SICIM).  In addi-
tion to her deep commitment to 
fighting invasive plants, she has a pas-
sion for protecting turtles. Come learn 
about Amber’s work rescuing turtles 
in the wild! 
 

July 10  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Our Moon and the Apollo Program 

George Wyncott 
George (Wabash Valley Astronomical 
Society) will discuss our closest  
celestial neighbor and commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the first  
humans landing there. Following the 
presentation, an astronomical tele-
scope will be set up to provide lunar 
and stellar viewing opportunities, 
weather permitting. Note the time. 
 

July 17  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Birds of the Celery Bog  

and Wildlife Photography 
Dan Miller 

Dan will be showing a video of the 
many birds he has photographed  
at the Celery Bog Nature Area as  
well as discussing basic wildlife  
photography tips. 
 

July 24  9-11 a.m.  PINECR 
Ups and Downs for  

Wetland Restoration Projects 
Barny Dunning 

A tour of a 100+ acre wetland restora-
tion in Benton County will be led by 
Barny (Professor of Wildlife Science, 
Purdue University) to search for      
migrating shorebirds and grassland 
specialist species. Along the way, we’ll 
discuss the ongoing challenges in man-
aging this long-term restoration in        
Indiana’s prairie region. Bring your 
binoculars. There will be a car pool 
leaving LNC at 8:30 a.m. Note the 
morning start time.  
 
 

 
 

July 31  1-3 p.m.  BEEC 
The Art of Falconry 

Tom Hagovsky & Tanner Baird 
Tom and Tanner (local falconers) will 
share the art and practice of the sport 
of falconry. Regulations and licenses 
required, equipment and birds used, 
and hunting with birds of prey will be 
discussed. We’ll also get to meet and 
have photos taken with Guinevere (a 
red-tailed hawk) and Grasshopper (a 
gyr-peregrine falcon hybrid) - the 
birds trained by these falconers to 
hunt small game. 
 

August 7  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Butterflies of Tippecanoe County 

Jon Neal 
Purdue Entomologist Jon will give a 
brief presentation on our local butter-
flies followed by an outdoor butterfly 
identification walk (weather permit-
ting). Bring your binoculars. 
 
LOCATIONS: 
BEEC (Brier Environmental Education Cen-
ter): In Battle Ground, turn by the small sign 
on the south side of Prophet Street near the 
intersection with North 9th Street. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue 
and McCormick Road at 1620 Lindberg Road. 
PINECR (Pine Creek Game Bird Habitat): 
2249 N. 850 E., Fowler, Indiana 47944. Meet at 
9 a.m. at the property parking lot #3 (south side 
of CR 200 N.) or join the carpool from LNC. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open House 
 
This year’s Open House will take  
place on Sunday, August 4th from 1 to 
4 p.m. The event will feature guided 
tours of the Community Gardens, 
Demonstration Gardens, and Display 
and Idea Gardens.  
 
Volunteering opportunities abound! 
Please help out with the children’s ar-
ea, cooking hot dogs, baking cookies, 
Cookies and Lemonade booth, Recipes 
from the Garden, water stations, To-
mato Tasting, set-up, and clean-up.  
 
Please consider volunteering and sign 
up at the July meeting. You can also 
contact Dee Dee Long by email at dee 
dee1mg@gmail.com or cell phone at  
765-586-2735 and Jan Sadler by email 
at grammajanx8@comcast.net or cell 
phone at 317-201-4256. 

 

 

What’s Happening  
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Weeds are  
flowers too, 

once you  
get to  

know them.  
                                 ~ A. A. Milne 



Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
The Biology Department at Penn State 
New Kensington notes some people 
refer to hummingbirds as “nectar pow-
ered flycatchers.” According to Penn 
State, ruby-throated hummingbirds 
hunt and consume large numbers of 
spiders and insects including ants, 
gnats, fruit flies, mosquitoes, maggots, 
and caterpillars. Jon Friedman at wild 
birdsonline.com says “Essential vita-
mins, minerals, amino acids, proteins, 
oils and fats, fiber, etc. all come from 
the insects they eagerly consume, not 
the nectar.” These skilled fliers can 
catch insects midair in a maneuver 
called “hawking” or “gnatting.” A biol-
ogist at Arizona State says humming-
birds also pick insects off leaves and 
trees (a process called “gleaning”). 
 
Planting certain flowers and putting 
out a feeder to attract these sugar ad-
dicts is good on many levels. Hum-
mingbird feeders can be filled with a 
simple sugar solution that you can 
cook up at home. Mix one cup of water 
with ¼ cup sugar and boil until all 
sugar is dissolved. Allow mixture to 
cool before filling feeder. Refrigerate 
extra solution. Don’t use honey, as it 
can be harmful or fatal to humming-
birds. Red dye is not needed and not 
recommended - the red plastic parts 
on the feeders are plenty attractive to 
the birds. Small plastic grid bee 
guards are available to cover the nec-
tar tube, keeping bees and wasps out 
but allowing the hummingbird’s long 
tongue in. 
  
July TO-DO List: 
 
 Clean and refill hummingbird feed-

ers every 2 or 3 days to prevent 
growth of harmful bacteria. 

 To prevent mosquito larva, empty 
water from outdoor containers, pot 
saucers, etc. Empty and clean bird 
baths regularly. 

 Harvest crops regularly. Small to 
medium summer squash, zucchini, 
and cucumbers are better than big 
seedy ones. 

 Dig potatoes when the foliage dies, 
and onions and garlic when the 
tops turn brown. 

 Water vegetables regularly. Avoid 
blossom-end rot on tomatoes and 
peppers by maintaining even soil 
moisture. Melons and cucumbers 
will be sweeter. 

 Start planting transplants of broc-
coli, cabbage, and other fall crops as 
space becomes available. 

 Prune off tree branches infested 
with fall webworm. Spray with Bt if 
defoliation becomes severe. 

 Watch for spider mite damage 
(leaves speckled above, yellow be-
low) especially if the weather has 
been dry. Conifer needles may look 
dull gray-green, yellow, or brown. 
Damage can occur before you even 
see the little webs. 

 Pinch or shear back late summer 
and fall flowering perennials to  
encourage branching and more 
blooms. Mums: last pinching back 
early to mid July. 

 Deadhead spent annuals for contin-
ued bloom. Prune roses and flower-
ing shrubs after bloom. 

 Divide bearded iris. Watch for     
iris borer. 

 Newly planted perennials, shrubs, 
and trees should continue to be  
watered thoroughly, once a week.  

 Apply no fertilizers to trees and 
shrubs after July 4th. Fertilizing 
late causes lush growth that’s apt  
to winter kill.  

 Fertilize container plants every   
two weeks with a water-soluble 
solution. 

 Enjoy! Cut flowers from your gar-
den for fresh arrangements.  
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 Chunky Avocado Salsa 
 
3 large ripe avocados or 4 small-to-

medium avocados, diced 
1 pint cherry tomatoes, quartered 
1 cup chopped red onion 

(about 1 small onion) 

1/2 cup finely chopped fresh cilantro 
1 to 2 medium jalapeños seeded and 

minced (if sensitive to spice, use 
just 1 or omit) 

1/4 cup lime juice (from 1 to 2 limes) 
1 teaspoon kosher salt or 1/2 tea-

spoon fine sea salt, to taste 

1-1/2 teaspoon ground coriander 
(optional)* 

 

In a large serving bowl, combine all of 

the ingredients as listed. Gently toss to 

combine (don’t over-mix, or the avoca-

dos will turn everything green!). Taste, 

and add more salt if it doesn’t taste 

quite spectacular enough. 

 

Serve promptly, as the avocado will 

brown over time. To store leftovers, try 

to minimize the amount of oxygen by 

using a container that’s just the right 

size, or press plastic wrap directly 

against the avocado.  It will keep in the 

refrigerator this way for 1 to 2 days. 

Yields 6 cups.     
     

                           ~Cookieandkate.com 

Gardening is cheaper 
than therapy, and 
you get tomatoes.  

                                                                                                   ~ Unknown 
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

Last month we had bumper crops of 
silver maple seedlings and chipmunks. 
The chipmunks ate hundreds of maple 
seeds, but there were many more than 
they could gobble up. A stirrup hoe is 
a great tool for clearing unwanted 
seedlings out of garden beds. A Swan 
neck hoe is also an effective weeding 
tool. Draw the thin blade toward you 
and skim through soil just 1” below the 
surface and slice weeds from their 
roots. Turn it slightly and use just  
the corners of the blade to weed close 
to plants.  
 
In very tight spaces, such as inside 
shrubs and perennial plants, nothing 
beats hand weeding. An effective hand 
tool is a Cape Cod Weeder. The an-
gled sharp blade cuts with an efficient 
pull stroke. This versatile tool can be 
used for weeding, cultivating, and 

planting small vegetables and flowers 
from cell packs. The narrow tip works 
well for weeding between pavers. 
Kneeling pads make the job more 
comfortable. We have a stack of pads 
so we use two under our knees and 
one to lean on.  
 
A British organic grower, Bob Flow-
erdew (not kidding about the name), 
uses an ancient Roman method for 
conquering weeds: pull or dig them 
and then drown them in a large tub  
or cistern. The plant, tops, roots, flow-
ers, and seeds will completely rot in 
the water and, sometime after that,  
can be safely added to compost piles. 
Do we need to say a tight lid on the 
container will prevent mosquitoes  
and make the surrounding atmosphere 
more pleasant? 

We’re anticipating a bumper crop of 
mosquitoes this season after all the 
rain in the last couple of months. 
While chipmunks can be fun to  
watch - mosquitoes not so much. Our 
favorite wildlife to see in the garden is 
hummingbirds. And we learned that in 
addition to drinking nectar, humming-
birds eat mosquitoes!  

                                (continued on page 5) 


