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March 2016 

Congratulations to all the Tippe-
canoe Master Gardeners who 
worked so hard last year, submitted 
your hours, and advanced in Master 
Gardener level. Thanks especially  
to Carl Stafford and Karen Mitch- 
ell who recorded those hours and 
achievements. One only has to  
look at the list to see what a truly 
dynamic group this is.  
 
No doubt 2016 will be an even big-
ger year as we anticipate our spring 
expo and the Purdue state master 
gardener conference. These events 
provide lots of opportunities to 

showcase the Master Gardener As-
sociation of Tippecanoe County. 
Many have already been hard at 
work to make them successful; 
however, there is something for  
every member to do. Attend meet-
ings and see where your talent fits.   
 
Have you noticed the days getting 
longer? It stirs the blood and eager 
anticipation in all gardeners. Spring 
is just around the corner! Many of 
us have decided what flowers and 
vegetables we’ll plant this year. Per-
haps you, like I, have stood in the 
garden in winter attire with hands 

in the pockets deciding where the 
tomatoes, eggplants, peppers, etc. 
will be. Also a few milder days  
encourage us to begin the clean- 
up of yards and flowerbeds. Its  
invigorating to just get outside and 
do something.  
   
Our 2015 fall Master Gardener class 
was made up of really good people.  
Remember to welcome them and 
encourage their growth as members 
of our association. 
 

                                            Jerry and John  

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

Programs 
 

March 1  6 p.m. 
Social Time 5:30 p.m. 

Tippecanoe County Fair-
grounds, Home Ec Building 

 
Norma Hackney and Don Pickle  
will give a presentation on growing 
techniques in the Demonstration 
Garden. We look forward to hearing 
them share their knowledge. 
NOTE: This is the annual MGATC 
banquet. Please don’t forget your 
food item to share. The meal starts 
promptly at 6 p.m. and the speaker 
will start at 7 p.m. followed by the 
award presentations. 
 
The next meeting is Tuesday, April 
5, with a presentation by our own 
sponsor, Karen Mitchell, on Chemical 
and Pesticide Use in the Garden.  

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/index.html 

by Flora N. Fauna 
 
The Perennial Plant Association 

has chosen its 2016 Plant of the 
Year, an heirloom Japanese anemone 
called ‘Honorine Jobert.’ It is one of 
the oldest Japanese anemones, da-
ting back to 1858. According to 
William Robinson in The English 
Flower Garden (1893), it “originated 
at Verdun sur Meuse in the garden 
of M. Jobert. From a large tuft of 
[normally pink] A. japonica, a stem 
arose with pure white flowers.” 
Jobert named the anemone in honor 
of his daughter.  
 
A vigorous perennial, ‘Honorine 
Jobert’ does best in zones 4b-7b, in 
light shade and alkaline soils that 
never dry out completely. It can be 
slow to get established, but once it 
does it spreads eagerly. It is deer-
resistant, makes a fine cut-flower, 
and brightens fall gardens.  

  
 
New to the lineup of Burpee 

Home Gardens is BOOST, a collec-
tion of truly unique, tasty vegetable 
varieties selected for higher levels of 
antioxidants than other home gar-
den vegetable varieties. They are the 
perfect fit for active lifestyles and 
the quest for higher nutrition and 
may set a new standard for addi-
tional information listed on plant 
descriptions: their nutritional value. 
The following are the nutritional 
features of selected plants. Compar-
isons are based on results of prod-
ucts grown under their trial condi-
tions and compared to other home 
garden varieties. Tomatoes in the 
BOOST line are ‘Cherry Punch,’ 
which delivers 30% more vitamin C 
and 40% more lycopene; ‘Mighty 
Sweet,’ 45% more lycopene; ‘Power  
 
                           (continued on page 6) 
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Cheryl McCool called the meeting 
to order and introduced Matt 
Green, President of Tree Lafayette, 
an organization which helps pro-
mote a healthy community by 
providing education, leadership, 
and inspiration in planting and   
caring for trees. 
 
Upcoming events for Tree Lafayette 
are: Earth Day, April 22, 2016 at the 
county court house where there  
will be a joint planting of the state 
Tulip tree for Indiana’s bicenten-
nial; and, Arbor Day, April 30, at  
Columbian Park. 
 
Matt discussed Urban Forestry  
as it relates to Tree Lafayette and 
the community. Tree Lafayette is 
working to get community involve-
ment in the management of the 
trees in the area and would like  
for MGATC to work with them  
to share our knowledge of how,  
when, where, and what kind of  
tree is recommended in certain  
areas. By working with MGATC  
we can combine our knowledge, 
effort, and experience with that  
of Tree Lafayette and make our 
community more beautiful. 
 
The website for Tree Lafayette is 
www.treelafayette.org. They are 
always in need of volunteers and 
Matt encouraged everyone to volun-
teer when available. Volunteer op-
portunities include planting trees, 
inventorying trees, administrative 
paperwork, etc. There was a very 
informative question and answer 
session after the main presentation. 
 
Jerry Millard thanked Matt Green 
for his extremely interesting and 
informative presentation and called 
the meeting to order at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Minutes of the January meeting 
were approved as posted in the Feb-
ruary Garden Beet. 

Jerry Millard recognized the mem-
bers from the new class who were 
in attendance: Sam and Kristen No-
el and Cheri Frederick. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Re-
port noting that the checking ac-
count balance is approximately 
$14,000. A financial report covering 
November/December 2015 was 
posted in the Garden Beet; the next 
report will be in the April Beet and 
will cover January/February 2016.   
 
Cheryl McCool gave a report on the 
Garden Expo which is scheduled for 
April 23, 2016 from 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. 
Volunteer sheets were in the back 
of the room for all to sign up for 
work hours and baked goods. Eve-
ryone was also encouraged to look 
for items which could be sold in the 
garden shed. Julieann Davis also had 
a sign up for plants for the plant 
sale. She also noted that herbs and 
veggies sell really fast and encour-
aged everyone to label the plants 
with type, color, etc. The timeline to 
grow with a grow light is six to 
eight weeks; without a grow light it 
is eight to 10 weeks. Any ideas for 
the children’s area should be di-
rected to Laurie Madlung. Cheryl 
noted that Karen Mitchell will be 
speaking on “Pesticides” at the  
Expo and she is working to obtain 
another speaker. 
 
Elizabeth Hartley reported on the 
2016 state conference. Registration 
opens on March 1. Early bird regis-
tration begins on March 1 and the 
cost is $150; standard registration 
begins on April 1 at a cost of $160; 
and late registration begins on  
May 1 at a cost of $175. The next 
planning meeting for the conference 
is scheduled for Tuesday, February 
16 from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the 
extension office. The Board has ap-
proved a $30 discount per volun- 
 

teer for anyone who helps with the 
conference either before or during 
the event. The Board set a maximum 
cost at $1,500 so the $30 discount 
will be given to the first 50 regis-
trants. A form will be developed to 
be submitted with the registration 
form which will designate the dis-
count and Theresa Silver (Volunteer 
Coordinator for the state confer-
ence) will verify the eligibility for 
the discount. This discount is for 
the conference registration and does 
not include the pre-conference ac-
tivities. The pre-conference activi-
ties include two bus trips and an art 
workshop. Watch for more infor-
mation and volunteer opportunities 
in the Garden Beet. There will also be 
a silent auction at the conference. 
Ed Knoth asked for volunteers to 
contact local business to get dona-
tions for the event. 
 
Kay Falley noted that there were 
sign-up sheets at the back of the 
room for volunteers to work in the 
demonstration gardens and the 
open house. Also, Perry Schnarr 
needs one or two volunteers to 
work in the Chatham Square Com-
munity Gardens. Don Nead still 
plans to step down from his posi-
tion at the Cumberland Community 
Gardens. Monique Fontaine has 
volunteered but would like to have 
a co-chair to work together with 
her. Jerry Millard will be making 
calls to help find a volunteer.   
 
Julieann Davis noted that there are 
still five plots left in the extension 
office Community Garden; she will 
need help with tilling and noted 
that payments for the plots are due 
by April 1. Bill Hayes and Jan Hiple 
could use a few more volunteers at 
the Indiana Veteran’s Home to help 
on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
 
                           (continued on page 5) 

MGATC Minutes:  February 1, 2016, 7 p.m., TCEO 
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Present for the meeting were Jerry  
Millard, Cheryl McCool, Jan Sadler, 
Debbie Ladd, Carol Byers, Pat Miller, 
Dee Dilling, and Karen Mitchell. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Jer-
ry Millard at 6:05 p.m.   
 
Jerry Millard will be preparing the pro-
cedural documents for Board review at 
the next meeting. It is hoped to have all 
of the Tippecanoe County Master Gar-
dener records, including Bylaws, legal 
documents, membership records, his-
torical records, etc. collected and 
backed up on the Google drive by the 
end of the year. Jerry noted that the 
Bylaws may be revised later this year. 
 
Carol Byers submitted the Proposed 
Master Gardener Project Application 
relating to the Tippecanoe Battleground 
Chapel Garden. The garden features 
herbs and their uses dating back to the 
1700’s. Battleground will fully fund the 
project but needs help from Master 
Gardeners to maintain the garden.  
Carol will be the committee chair for 
this project and may need some addi-
tional help. The Board approved the 
project application for the Battleground 
Chapel Garden. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that plans are 
moving ahead for the Garden Expo. 
Speakers have been scheduled: a speak-
er from Purdue will discuss garden bugs 
at 10 a.m. and Karen Mitchell will speak 
on pesticides at 1 p.m. Letters have been 
sent to vendors. Items being collected 
for the Garden Shed can be stored  
at the TCEO until the Expo. At the  
March meeting, members need to be 
reminded to return their green scarves 
for the Expo. 
 
In regard to the 2016 conference, Cheryl 
McCool noted that she has 16 vendors 
confirmed for the conference. The con-
ference dates are June 16, 17, and 18. 
 
Carol Byers noted that Jan Wright will 
be speaking at the July 5 Master Gar-
dener meeting and will make a donation 
for the state conference. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she has 
received 12 applications to date for the 

“Growing Through Leadership” pro-
gram which is scheduled for Wednes-
day evenings from March 16 through 
April 13. She needs 15 students in order 
to have the class. She noted that she 
will open the class up to everyone on 
Monday, February 15. March 2 is dead-
line. An announcement will also be in-
cluded in the March Garden Beet. 
 
Jerry Millard suggested having a Master 
Gardener Support Person of the Year 
award. This plaque would be for those 
members who are not active in garden-
ing but support the organization with 
their administrative skills, which are 
very important. The first award would 
be presented at the 2017 Awards Ban-
quet to the 2016 Support Person of the 
Year. All Board members were in favor 
of this newly created award. Jerry will 
prepare the award rules for approval at 
the next Board meeting 
 
As the state conference will be held in 
Lafayette in June, it was suggested to 
move the Open House from August to 
June, a week after the conference, since 
the gardens will be at their finest for the 
conference. After some discussion, it 
was agreed to table this decision to the 
March Board meeting in order to make 
sure the date change does not conflict 
with the Arts in Bloom date.   
 
It was noted that Konie Hughes has 
resigned as Chair of the Open House.  
The tomato tasting at the Open House 
is being discontinued and the plan is  
to serve cookies at the event and have  
a band. 
 
Karen Mitchell discussed the 
Square.app which is an app for 
smartphones and tablets that can be 
used to accept donations and payments 
very easily. You purchase a card reader 
for approximately $10 and then receive 
a $10 credit when the card is activated.  
The cost to use the Square is 2.75% per 
card swipe, regardless of card type. 
Master Gardeners could use this for 
sales at the Garden Expo and also at the 
state conference. The Board approved 
purchasing two Square card readers to 
initially use at the Garden Expo, one  
at the Plant Sale and the other at the 

Garden Shed. Karen Mitchell will pur-
chase the cards and be reimbursed by 
Pat Miller. Pat will then work with 
Lynn Layden to activate the card read-
ers. In addition, Pat Miller, as Treasur-
er, will control the readers.   
 
The March 10 Board meeting will  
be held at University Place in West  
Lafayette at 6 p.m. and dinner will be 
provided. Pat Miller also noted that,  
if needed, meeting space is also availa-
ble for Board meetings at Westminster 
Village. 
 
Board members were reminded to let 
Dee Dilling know of any member ill-
nesses, deaths, etc. in order for her to  
send cards. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
    

                      Respectfully submitted, 
                                                 Jan Sadler 
                                  Recording Secretary 

MGATC BOARD: February 11, 2016, 6 p.m., TCEO 

 

 

Blarney Stones 
  
2 c. confectioners' sugar   
1/2 c. milk, or as needed   
1  1/2 t. vanilla extract   
2 c. dry roasted salted peanuts, finely 

chopped 

Pound cake, cut into bite-sized cubes. 
 
Pour confectioners' sugar in a bowl. 
Gradually add milk, whisking con-
stantly until mixture has a thin frost-
ing consistency; whisk in vanilla ex-
tract. Place chopped peanuts in a 

bowl. Line a flat surface or a plate  
with waxed paper. Dip one pound  
cake cube in frosting and then roll  
cube in peanuts; place on wax paper  
to dry. Repeat with remaining pound 
cake pieces. 



Expo Exchange 

Coming Soon! 
 
Get ready for the Garden Expo, the 
biggest fundraiser for the MGATC. 
Please think about growing plants 
for the plant sale, digging out gar-
den items for the Garden Shed sale, 
baking for the Garden Café, or just 
volunteering for the event on Satur-
day, April 23. We need everyone to 
participate! Please send an email to 
Beth Timmons if you want to vol-
unteer or want to sign up to work 
in a specific area at the Expo. We 
have two speakers scheduled to 
give educational presentations that 
day. Laura Ingwell from Purdue 
University will speak on Garden  
Bugs at 10 a.m., and at 1 p.m. our  
own Karen Mitchell will speak  
on Chemicals and Pesticide Use in the  
Garden. Please get the word out to 
family and friends about the event. 
The more people, the merrier. See 
you there. 
  

               Cheryl McCool, Expo Chairperson 
 

Garden Shed 
 

Gee-Gaws…Do-Dads…Thing-a-ma-Bobs…
Gem-Cracks 
 
These are all the kinds of things we 
want for the Garden Shed this year. 
This is a good time to clean out 
your basement, garage, or wherever 
you stash all your garden ‘stuff.’ Do-
nate whatever you no longer use, 
have room for, know what it is, or 
want, and we’ll find it a new home.  
All items should be gently used. 
Please no chemicals or fertilizers. 
Ideas: books and magazines; garden 
related tools (shovels, rakes, etc.); 
hand tools; pots, fancy pots (empty 
of soil); garden flags and holders; 
fence and garden stakes; bird feed-
ers; garden ornaments; chimes; 
‘rusty stuff;’ scarecrows; plant 
markers; clean, unused garden gear 
like gloves and hats; wreaths; step-
ping stones; hoses; fountains; artifi-

cial flowers; garden furniture; con-
tainers that could be used for plant-
ers; rain gauges; bird houses; pavers; 
baskets; thermometers; outdoor 
clocks; buckets; garden related pic-
ture frames; dishes; linens; garden 
totes; sprinklers; vases and flowers; 
large and small hooks - you get the 
idea…..stuff! Drop off your ‘thingies’ 
Friday afternoon or early Saturday 
morning and we’ll do the rest.   
 

                                                  Candy Sheagley 
                                      765-563-3497 (home) 
                                        765-494-7311 (work) 
                                           candy@purdue. edu    
 

Just Desserts Bar 
 
The Just Desserts Bar is in need of 
your HOMEMADE goodies for the 
Garden Expo on Saturday, April 23, 
2016. Please note the emphasis on 
homemade - we don’t want to re-
sell store bought items.   
 
This year we are taking a different 
approach and ask that you sign-up 
to indicate what you would like to 
bring. The sign-up sheet is for pies, 
brownies, cookies (chocolate chip, 
peanut butter, snickerdoodles, oat-
meal raisin, etc.). These are the tra-
ditional types of homemade cookies 
for which most people look. Fudge 
is also acceptable. 
 
Several of you have signed-up al-
ready at past meetings. Thank you 
to all who have. Sign up sheets will 
be available at the March and April 
meetings. If you have a specialty 
item that you would like to bring, 
please check with me first to see if 
this is acceptable. Some of you have 
specialties that you bring every  
year and this may still work. You 
will be notified prior to the Expo  
of what you signed up to bring and 
in what quantities. 
 
As always please use disposable 
plates, pans, trays, etc. so the com-
mittee does not have the worry 

about returning dishes. Drop off 
this year is between noon and  
7 p.m. on Friday, April 22nd at  
the Swine Pavilion at the Fair-
grounds. We have adjusted the  
Friday time to compensate for the 
fact that we will not accept items 
on Saturday at all because of the 
early opening time. 
 
Desserts must be able to be held 
overnight without refrigeration. 
Please label your items so that we 
know 1) what it is and 2) if it con-
tains nuts. Don’t prepackage any-
thing. No (or low) sugar goods sell 
out, and a few gluten free items 
would be welcome. 
 
Your cooperation and support are 
very much appreciated in helping to 
make Expo’s Just Desserts Bar a 
great fund raising success! If you 
have questions, contact me. 
 

                                        Denise Ottinger, Chair 
                           Denise-dan@mymetronet.net 
                                                         765-404-5052  
 

Green Scarves 
 
Would the person who has the 
green, Expo scarves please bring 
them to the Expo. If you have the 
scarves and cannot bring them that 
day, let me know and I will pick 
them up. 
 

                                                       Cheryl McCool 
 

The future 
of a garden 
rests in the 
dreams of  

its gardener. 
               ~Constance Gardener 
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Minutes         Garden Gossip 

(continued from page 2) 

 
Mickey Penrod announced that she 
needs more volunteers for the Dis-
play and Idea Gardens. A planning 
meeting has been scheduled for 
February 15 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the small conference room at the 
extension office. 
 
Mary Isaacs needs help with cutting 
down old plants at the Butterfly 
Garden at the Lilly Nature Center.  
The scheduled date is March 6 at  
1 p.m., with a rain date of March 12 
at 1 p.m. There was a sign-up sheet 
at the back of the room. 
 
Karen Mitchell thanked those who 
attended the Bi-State Gardening 
Conference in Covington. Tippe-
canoe County was well represented 
at this event. She also announced a 
seminar entitled, “Script your Fami-
ly’s Future: Why You Need an Es-
tate Plan” which will be held at the 
TCEO on February 23, 2016, from 
noon to 2 p.m. There is no charge 
for the seminar and it includes 
lunch. Contact Karen if interested. 
 
Sue Hiser noted that the GAAP 
planting will be scheduled for mid 
May; however, dates have not yet 
been confirmed. As soon as dates 
are confirmed, information will be 
shared with everyone. 
 
The March meeting will be the 
Awards Banquet and will be held in 
the Home Ec Building at the Tippe-
canoe County Fairgrounds. This 
will be a full carry-in and everyone 
was asked to bring serving utensils 
with their dishes. Help will be 
needed to set up for the event be-
ginning at 4 p.m. Also, three or four 
greeters are needed for the sign-in 
table at the March meeting.  Dinner 
will begin at 6 p.m. 
 
Dee Dilling reminded everyone to 
contact her if anyone is aware of a  
 

card which should be sent; whether 
it be a get well card, sympathy card, 
thinking of you card, thank you 
card, etc.   
 
Any name, address, phone number 
and email address changes should 
be sent directly to Billie Seaton. 
 
There will be a meeting on February 
20 regarding the Garden Expo  
plant sale. 
 
Mona Cavanaugh reported that the 
positions at the Columbian Park 
have not yet been filled.   
 
Sharon Townsend asked everyone 
for their thoughts and prayers for 
Wendy Kerssemakers as her son 
was recently badly hurt in a motor-
cycle accident.   
 
Sheila Koller then honored the 19 
couples who are involved in the 
MGATC by giving them a small  
gift and leading the group in sing-
ing “Let me Call You Gardener”  
to the tune of “Let me Call You 
Sweetheart.” 
 
Jerry Millard then thanked everyone 
for attending the meeting and told 
everyone not to forget how to plant 
your seeds and pull your weeds! 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 

                  Respectfully submitted, 
                             Jan Sadler 
 

MGATC Roots  

 
The Tippecanoe County Master 
Gardeners gathered on January 9, 
1995, for the annual awards banquet 
at the Trails on Burnett’s Road in 
Lafayette. Sixty-four gardeners and 
their spouses or quests attended. 
Bob Eichhorn was honored with the 
1994 “Outstanding Master Garden-
er of the Year” award.  

 

Demo Garden  
 
A Demonstration Garden planning 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 6, from 2 - 3:30 at the ex-
tension building. Please come if you 
are interested in volunteering in the 
Demonstration Garden this year, 
whether you want to help sporadi-
cally or regularly, work a little or a 
lot, or want to take care of a partic-
ular vegetable, or help where need-
ed. All help is appreciated. If you 
cannot attend let me know, and if 
you are not yet on my mailing list 
and want to be, let me know!  
 

                                                         Konie Hughes  
                                  koniehughes@yahoo.com  
 

 

March comes 
in with an  

adder’s head 
and goes  

out with a  
peacock’s tail. 

                     ~Old English saying  
 
 

A GREAT GARDEN  
(Sung to the tune, White Christmas) 

        by Sheila Koller  
  
I’m dreaming of a great garden! 
Just like the ones in magazines 
Where the lawn’s so lush 
The paths perfect white crush, 
And there’s not a weed to be seen! 
I’m dreaming of a great garden! 
With every catalog I view, 
May our plants escape the blight 
And may all your gardening bring 

delight 
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State  

Conference 
 

General Information 
 
On March 1 registration opens for 
the 2016 state Master Gardener con-
ference. Go to the Master Gardener 
website, www.tippecanoemaster 
gardener.org, where you can review 
all the activities and speakers - even 
the menus - for this great conference 
taking place June 16-18. The confer-
ence this year is hosted by our own 
MGATC; and as such, you have nu-
merous opportunities to volunteer.  
Early registration begins March 1, 
and here is why you want to register 
ASAP. The MGATC executive 
board has approved a $30 credit for 
the first 50 Tippecanoe County 
MGs who register AND meet the 
following criteria. You must be a 
conference volunteer, currently 
working on the conference, or be 
working at the conference June 16, 
17, or 18, to receive the $30 credit.  
This credit can’t be applied to the 
pre-conference activities or meals, 
but can be applied to your registra-
tion on June 17 or 18. If you have 
questions, contact co-chairs Eliza-
beth Hartley or Jolaine Roberts.  
VOLUNTEER = $30! 
 

Arts and Crafts Wanted 
 
The 2016 state conference held in 
our backyard in West Lafayette 
needs donations for the Silent Auc-
tion. The Silent Auction is a fun 
event and along with all the fun - it 
raises funds. What a great oppor-
tunity for us to have money for our 
gardening projects. Your hand made 
item will be tagged “Hand crafted 
by a Master Gardener.” 
 
What are your talents? Do you - 
make baskets, paint or carve gourds, 
art on canvas or other surfaces, 
make hypertufa containers, build  
 
 

bird houses, sew, knit, or crochet;  
any items that are hand made  
by you? 
 
So you read the suggestions listed 
above and think - gardening is my 
main hobby. Worry no more, you 
can donate new gardening items: 
tools, books, videos, gloves (one can 
never have too many gardening 
gloves). If you enjoy the item as a 
gardener; someone else will too.  
 
Our goal is to have a great silent 
auction! Please contact Ed Knoth for 
more information: 765-414-0789 or 
ejknoth@yahoo.com. 
 

Latest Dirt 
(continued from page 1) 

 
Pops,’ 55% more lycopene and 40% 
more carotenoids; ‘Solar Power,’ 3 
times the level of beta-carotene; 
‘Tasti-Lee,’ 40% more lycopene. 
Their ‘Sweet Heat’ pepper touts 
65% higher vitamin C content than 
the average garden pepper, and their 
‘Gold Standard’ cucumber, 5 times 
the amount of beta carotene. For 
salad lovers, ‘Healing Hands’ salad 
mix produces 20% more lutein, 30% 
more beta-carotene, 30% more total 
carotenoids, and 70% more anthocy-
anins than other garden salad 
blends. Find out more at http://
burpeehomegardens.com/
VegetableHerbGardening/
PlantDetails.aspx?plantid=5340.  

  
According to the Farmers’ Alma-

nac, the best dates for planting and 
gardening by the moon during 
March, and where climate permits, 
are 8, 11, 12, 15-17  to plant above 
ground crops; 3, 4, 7, 23-27, 30, 31 to 
plant root crops; 7, 25-27 to trans-
plant; 15-17, 25-27 to plant seedbeds; 
15-17, 23, 24 to plant flowers; 1, 2, 5, 
6, 9, 10, 13, 14, 18-22, 28, 29 to kill 
plant pests. 

  
Is a trip to Walt Disney World 

in your plans? Here are a few details  
 

about the upcoming Epcot Interna-
tional Flower & Garden Festival, 
which begins its record 90-day run  
on March 2. Right away, guests will 
see something new: Topiaries of the 
Huey, Dewey and Louie characters 
in the front garden near the theme 
park’s entrance. The threesome will 
join their uncle Donald Duck and 
Daisy in a scene based on “The Vic-
tory Garden,” a 1943 Donald Duck 
comic book. Other new gardens will 
include an interactive musical play-
ground called Harmony Gardens, 
which includes Mickey Mouse as a 
band leader; the Ranger Mickey To-
piary Garden that celebrates the 
100th anniversary of the National 
Park Service and has Spaceship 
Earth as a photographic back-
ground; and an edible garden near 
The Land Pavilion. Some of the re-
turning features of the festival, 
which concludes May 30, are the 
Garden Rocks concert series, Cac-
tus Road Rally play garden, Butter-
flies on the Go garden, flower tow-
ers, more than 200 floating mini-
gardens, gardening seminars at the 
Festival Center, and dozens of 
trademark character topiaries, in-
cluding the “Frozen” royals Anna 
and Elsa. The Epcot International 
Flower & Garden Festival is includ-
ed in regular park admission. 

  
High Country Gardens, pioneers 

in sustainable gardening, suggests 
planning now for a sustainable 
lawn. Lawns are a permanent fix-
ture in the US with current esti-
mates of nearly 50 million acres un-
der grass! Lawns support entire in-
dustries of people involved in every-
thing from seed production and 
landscape maintenance to push and 
rider mowers. But the old methods 
of lawn care, what we think lawns 
should look like, and how they fit 
into our landscapes need to change 
and reflect the new paradigms of 
our times. Find out more about their 
drought resistant sustainable lawn 
grasses at http://www.highcountry 
gardens.com/sustainable-lawns. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org
http://burpeehomegardens.com/VegetableHerbGardening/PlantDetails.aspx?plantid=5340
http://burpeehomegardens.com/VegetableHerbGardening/PlantDetails.aspx?plantid=5340
http://burpeehomegardens.com/VegetableHerbGardening/PlantDetails.aspx?plantid=5340
http://burpeehomegardens.com/VegetableHerbGardening/PlantDetails.aspx?plantid=5340
http://www.highcountrygardens.com/sustainable-lawns
http://www.highcountrygardens.com/sustainable-lawns
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9th Annual Spring Tonic 
 

March 5  8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Orange County  

Community Center 
1075 Sandy Hook Road 

Orange County 4-H Fairgrounds 
Paoli, Indiana 47454 

Speakers for the annual Tonic in-
clude Bill Abel, Garden Manager, 
Lincoln Springs Garden Center,  
on Growing Your Own Fruit; Carol 
Michel, Purdue University Alumni 
and Writer, on Grow Vegetables, No 
Excuses; Tom Turpin, Purdue Uni-
versity Professor of Entomology, on 
Pollen is The Word: Spread It Around; 
and Bob Baird, Garden Columnist 
and Landscaper, on Design Antidotes 
That Work. Master Gardeners will 
receive four education hours. The 
registration fee of $40 includes 
breakfast and lunch. For more infor-
mation call 812-278-6794. 
 

Gardener’s Gathering 
 

March 12  9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  
Ivy Tech Community College 

Oakley Auditorium 
8000 South Education Drive 
Terre Haute, Indiana 47802 

Spring Seminar 2016 
The registration fee is $40 and in-
cludes lunch. Master Gardeners  
will receive four education hours. 
Presenters for this seminar include: 
Art Davidson, consulting horticul-
turalist for Baker’s Creek Heirloom 
Seeds; Dr. Peter Coppinger, Associ-
ate Professor of Biology and Bio-
medical Engineering at Rose Hul-
man Institute of Technology; Teresa 
Byington, Vice President of the In-
dianapolis Rose Society and cohost 
of the Rose Chat Podcast; and Jus-
tin McLain, co-owner of Windy 
Ridge Winery and Distillery in Ca-
yuga, Indiana. The doors open at 8 
a.m. for registration, coffee, and ven-
dor shopping. For more information 
contact Jessica Fields at 812-462-
3371 or Jessica.Fields@indstate.edu.  

Gardening Fair 
 

March 19  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Putnam County Fairgrounds 

Community Building 
Highway 231 

Greencastle, Indiana 

Admission is free with door prizes, 
gardener’s shed sale, and kids’ activ-
ities. Free trees and goodie bags to 
the first 200 attendees.  
 
Presentations:  
 Ponderosa Aqua Farm-Steve & 

Missy Carrell, Aquaponics  
 Donna Harcourt, How to Paint 

Flowers  
 Moya Andrews, Continuity of Color  
 Tavia Pigg, Butterfly Gardening  
 Chandler’s Farm-Matt Chandler, 

Grafting & Pruning Fruit Trees  
 Indiana Berry & Plant Co.-Sam 

Erwin, Lesser Known Backyard      
Edibles  

 Master Gardener-Damaris 
Zehner, Gardeners and Self-
Sufficiency Past, Present, and Future  

 
For more information visit the  
Putnam County Master Gardeners 
on Facebook. 

 
Wednesdays in  
The Wild 
 

March 2  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Big Things Start Small:  

Captive Rearing and Conser-
vation of Indiana’s Hellbenders 

Erin Kenison 
Captive rearing efforts in collabora-
tion with three Indiana zoos holds 
promise for aiding reintroductions 
of our largest salamander, the hell-
bender. Erin, Purdue Ph.D. candi-
date, will discuss her research 
which conditions hellbenders to 
risks which they may encounter 
once released in the wild. 
 
 
 

March 9  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Connections Matter: Exploring  

the Relationship Between Aquat-
ic and Terrestrial Landscapes 

Jay Beugly  
Jay, Aquatic Ecology Specialist, Pur-
due/IL-IN Sea Grant, shares a re-
view of the past and current re-
search into the nature of reciprocal 
transfers of resources between 
aquatic and terrestrial environ-
ments, which surprisingly improves 
the function of both landscapes. 
 

March 16  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Forest Bird Response  

to Clearcutting  
Patrick Ruhl 

Patick, Purdue Ph.D. student, band-
ed birds at six different clearcut 
sites in the Morgan-Monroe and 
Yellowwood State Forests to study 
how forest birds utilize early suc-
cessional habitat. This talk will in-
clude a discussion of preliminary 
research findings and the future 
research direction, plus a plethora 
of close-up bird photographs. Come 
and hear about the first confirmed 
successful breeding attempt of a 
bird species that hasn’t bred in this 
region in over 20 years!  
 

March 23  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Indiana State Parks:  
The First 100 Years 

Ginger Murphy 
IDNR Deputy Director for Steward-
ship, Ginger, will feature highlights 
and stories from our state park sys-
tem’s history, framed within the 
context of world history. Audience 
members will also have the oppor-
tunity to test their knowledge of 
our beloved state parks. 
 
                           (continued on page 9) 

 
 

What’s Happening  
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Et Cetera 

2016 Outstanding MG 
 
Well, the votes are in, and the next 
Outstanding Master Gardener has 
been selected. Have you ever won-
dered how these individuals are 
chosen? Of course, the first step is 
that all the MG members must sub-
mit their volunteer hours to Carl 
Stafford for tabulation. Carl then 
sorts all this data, and provides a 
list of volunteer and education 
hours to a nominating committee 
consisting of the four most recent 
OMG recipients. The nominating 
committee (this year Jerry Millard, 
Sue Swick, Sue Hiser, and Jolaine 
Roberts) then review the hours and 
projects over the past three years 
and nominate 3-4 members based 
on the following criteria: 
 Exemplary volunteer service rec-

ord (performs a variety of ser-
vices rather than one project) 

 A role model for other MGs 
 Advanced MGs preferred 
 Considers number of volunteer 

hours and continuing education 
hours 

 
A write-up of all the nominees is 
then submitted to all active past 
recipients of the Outstanding  
Master Gardener Award for voting. 
It can be quite a challenge to re-
view 20-30 pages of volunteer  
information per nominee, and  
there are certainly many deserving 
Master Gardeners. 
 
Come to the Awards Banquet on 
March 1 at the fairgrounds to enjoy 
a great meal, an interesting speaker, 
warm friendship, and to offer con-
gratulations to our newest Out-
standing Master Gardener. 
 

                                                       Jolaine Roberts 

Reporting Our “Hours” 
 
It is NOT Rocket Science! If you use 
a calendar on your smart phone or 
computer, you just record your vol-
unteer and continuing education 
hours as they are earned. 
 
If you are a paper/pencil person, use 
an old-fashioned desk datebook or 
other flat calendar or notepad. An 
important thing is to record your 
hours as you experience them. I put 
mine on a flat wall type calendar, 
noting place, volunteer or educa-
tion, and number of contacts. 
 
Whatever method you choose, 
pledge to: 
 
1) Record your hours and the relat-

ed information. “Contacts made” 
is very important, this is how we 
“Help Others Grow,” our motto. 

2) The number of hours for both 
volunteer and continuing educa-
tion helps Karen “sorta” accu-
rately give a report of MGATC 
for the year to John Orick, the 
State Master Gardener Coordi-
nator. This is important when 
Karen and John appeal to the 
Extension Service for funds to 
continue our county and state 
Master Gardener programs. 

3) Report your hours in a timely 
fashion to Carl Stafford. 

4) An added bonus to the written 
calendar notation is that you can 
also record planting, harvesting, 
etc. information and refer to it in 
the future. I learned this from my 
mother! She kept a running cal-
endar log so my dad got paid! He 
was the first Ag Extension Agent 
in Dickenson County, Virginia, 
later served in Giles County, and 
didn’t get paid until his monthly 

report was in at Blacksburg. 
That was “motivation” in 1917-
1923! It serves me well today. 

 

                                                            Sheila Koller 
 

2016 Excellence Award 
  
Purdue Master Gardeners are invit-
ed to inspire fellow MG’s through-
out Indiana by sharing the educa-
tional impact of a successful project! 
The Purdue Search for Excellence 
(SFE) Award recognizes Purdue 
Master Gardener volunteer work 
and is modeled after the national 
SFE held at the International MG 
Conference. We applaud all the  
volunteer work done by Purdue 
Master Gardeners. However, this 
award recognizes outstanding 
group projects, rather than individ-
ual projects. Applications must 
show evidence of significant learn-
ing by the participants.  
  
Purdue SFE applications are due in 
the Purdue Master Gardener Pro-
gram state office by March 28.   
  
The Purdue SFE has four categories 
in which Purdue Master Gardener 
groups can showcase outstanding 
contributions to their communities.  
  
 Youth Program 
 Demonstration Garden 
 Educational Service (Workshop 

or Presentation or Publication) 
 Special Needs Audience (Senior, 

Disabled, Horticultural Therapy) 
  
Purdue Master Gardener SFE 
Award Guidelines can be found at 
https://hort.purdue.edu/mg/info/ 
2016_Purdue_MG_SFE_Award 
Guidelines.pdf. 
 

                                                                  John Orick 

If a man who cannot count finds  
a four-leaf clover, is he lucky? 

                                                                                                                    ~Stanislaw J. Lec 
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Herb Bed                                   Happening  

       (continued from back) 
 
While visiting the herb gardens of 
Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire, Eng-
land, I was introduced to tuteurs - a 
new word for me at the time. These 
were constructed as large sturdy 
pyramidal structures, used to sup-
port profuse vines of hops and to 
mark the corner of each bed within 
the area. Since the supports were 
overgrown with hops, they were 
hidden from my view. I had to peek 
through a section of the plants in 
order to view the tuteurs at all. I 
was so inspired by the hop-draped 
frames that, upon returning home,  
I coaxed my husband into building 
four similar ones for my garden.  
Although not as grand as the Eng-
lish pyramids, mine are designed as 
tall latticed cubes and have served 
me well all these years.  
  
I was successful in my hops-
growing experiment, so much so 
that I was forced to ban them from 
the garden after a few years, when  
I found them sneaking into other 
beds and climbing over the garden 
fence into the woods beyond.  
Next, I planted silver lace vine 
around the base of the tuteurs;  
but, as those of you familiar with 
this climber already know, I had  
to eradicate it, too, when I discov-
ered its similar tendencies to sneak 
out of the garden.  
  
For a season or two I enjoyed the 
bare structures as wooden sculp-
tures and appreciated the verticality 
and symmetry they added to the 
garden. Then a couple of years ago, I 
found that black-eyed Susan vine 
(Thunbergia alata) had the ability to 
cover the frames most pleasingly. 
Although a perennial, this flowering 
vine is tender in my zone and 
proved to be better-behaved.   
  
As the sun crosses the equator on 
its northward march, I have a win- 
ter dream to transform into garden 
magic. This summer I will designate  
 

one tuteur each to my four grand-
daughters and use them to further 
instruct the girls about gardening. 
I’ll begin by letting them start the 
black-eyed Susan vine from seed 
and then have them plant and care 
for their plants at the base of each 
pillar. Over the summer, I envision  
a race ensuing as each girl watches 
her vine to see if hers is the first to 
reach the top of her structure. 
Hopefully, this little bit of magic, 
grown around a trellis, will further 
instill in each one of them the love 
of gardening.  

(continued from page 7) 

 
March 30  1-3 p.m.  

GSB/NICHES 
Benefit of Controlled Burns 

Brad Weigel 
Brad, NICHES Burn Boss-in-
Training, will explain the benefits 
of Control Burn as a land manage-
ment tool. Weather permitting, the 
site will have been burned March 
2016 and we will tour the preserve 
and discuss benefits of a burn on 
ecosystems including: sand barrens, 
prairie, and open oak woodland. 
Water bottles always encouraged. 
Wear closed-toed shoes.  
 
LOCATIONS : 
GSB/NICHES (Granville Sand Barrens): Meet at  
1 p.m. in the property parking lot (directions can be 
found at www.nicheslandtrust.org). 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): 
In West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 

 
Of Interest: 
 
Weekly Tuesday Nature Walks at 
Clegg Garden have a new name: 
“Weekly Wander of Clegg Trails” 
and instead of being every Tuesday 
afternoon at 5:15 p.m, the third 
Tuesday walk of each month will be 
a morning walk starting at 8:30 a.m. 
Explore the ecosystems at Clegg 
Garden with the guidance of an en-
thusiastic naturalist by joining the 
walk. Learn about wildlife, natural 
systems, flora, and fungi. 
 

Emerald Ash Borer U  
 
Below are the remaining Thursday 
Emerald Ash Borer University webi-
nars. Mark you calendars and join 
online at 11 a.m.  
 
March 10 - EAB Preparedness and the 

Early Years in Colorado  
March 24 - Update of EAB Wood-land 

Population and Damage Dynamics  
April 14 - Is Firewood Still a Vector of 

Invasives? A Case Study of Firewood 
Movement through the New Hampshire 
Speedway  

 

 

 

Irish Colcannon and Thyme Leaf Soup 
  

2 T. butter, divided    
2 1/2 c. diced peeled baking potato    

1 c. diced onion   
1/2 t.  salt, divided    

1/2 t.  freshly ground black pepper, divided    

3 c. fat-free, less-sodium chicken broth    
2 c. water    

3 T. water    
8 c. thinly sliced cabbage (about 1 lb.), or 

substitute kale or combination of both 
1 T. chopped fresh thyme leaves    

 
Melt 1 T. butter in a large saucepan over  

medium heat. Add potato, onion, 1/4 t. salt, 
and 1/4 t. pepper. Cover and cook 6 min- 

utes. Add broth and 2 c. water; bring to a  
boil. Cook 10 minutes or until potato is ten-

der. Combine 3 T. water and remaining 1 T. 

butter in a large Dutch oven; bring to a sim-
mer. Add cabbage and thyme. Cover and  

cook 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. Re-
move from heat; stir in remaining 1/4 t. salt 

and remaining 1/4 t. pepper. Place half of 
potato mixture in blender. Remove center 

piece of blender lid to allow steam to es- 
cape; secure blender lid on blender. Place  

a clean towel over opening in blender lid  
to avoid splatters. Blend until smooth.  

Pour into a large bowl. Repeat procedure 
with remaining potato mixture. Add potato  

mix-ture to cabbage mixture; cook over  

medium-low heat until thoroughly heated. 
Garnish with extra thyme and black pepper. 

Eight one-cup servings. 
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       by Connie Kingman 
  
Spring officially arrives in the 
Northern Hemisphere on March 20, 
the day the sun crosses the equator 
on its northward march. This marks 
the official time for gardeners to 
transform their winter dreams into 
garden magic. First dreams may re-
volve around plants and design, but 
there are other items deserving of 
dreams. The trellis, for instance, is 
an easy addition that will add magic 
to any garden, and it can be built in 
any shape, any size, and can be de-
signed for all manner of uses.  
  
For centuries the trellis has been 
used to train vines and other climb-
ing plants. Often constructed of 
thin latticed wood or wire, the 

word “trellis” comes from the Latin 
“trilicius.” This Latin word means 
woven with three threads, describ-
ing a strong woven fabric. Whether 
used as a free-standing support or 
attached to walls and columns or 
designed as an arch, a trellis ele-
vates vining plants to eye level  
and beyond.    
  
The support of plants is not the on-
ly task this simple structure can 
undertake. By strategically in-
stalling a group of trellises into a 
single garden area, a gardener can 
easily create privacy or the illusion 
of multiple rooms or a screen to 
block unsightly views. And by in-
corporating a trellised arch into a 
garden design establishes a featured 
entryway or point of interest.  

According to www.gardenvisit.com, 
“Some of the oldest illustrations of 
trellis work are in the garden fres-
coes of Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
The Romans used trellis work, as 
we do, to form a light demarcation 
between areas of a garden and to 
support plants. Pliny the Younger 
wrote about trellis in his cele-
brated garden letters. Horace  
Walpole, in perhaps the most influ-
ential short history of garden de-
sign, wrote of the use of trellis in 
Roman gardens. After the decline  
of the Roman Empire, the next ap-
pearance of trellis-work is in illus-
trations of medieval castle gardens. 
Trellis was used in renaissance gar-
dens and its use was revived with 
the late-nineteenth century Arts 
and Crafts movement.” 

 (continued on page 9)  

http://www.gardenvisit.com/

