
March 2017 

Are you excited? The 2 Js are! Spring  
is just around the corner. Sure, we 
cared for our indoor plants and maybe 
started some seeds (my indoor herb 
garden is doing well), but the outdoor 
season is not far away. The garden  
catalogs are piling up and maybe look 
a little ragged from our thumbing 
through them. Have you made your 
selections yet? Better still, have you 
ordered seeds? 
 
Congratulations to all who reported 
volunteer and education hours for 
2016. Congratulations especially to 
those Master Gardeners who are re-
ceiving new name badges. This shows 

that our association is active and thriv-
ing. We as volunteers work for mini-
mum wage - $0.00 - but it  brings the 
satisfaction of doing good things for 
our community.   
 
Expo is only a couple of months away.  
This is a major source of income for us. 
If you didn’t divide and repot perenni-
als last fall plan to do so during a win-
ter warm-up. We want them to look 
good for the sale. It’s about time to get 
seeds started for the Expo as well. I 
understand we will have “plugs” for 
sale this year. Plugs are small, already 
started plants. They are usually placed 
in the soil of larger containers and 
grown until outdoor planting time. 

This is a very economical and space-
saving way to get things growing.   
 
We must regard water as a precious 
resource. As our demonstration, idea, 
AAS, and community gardens have 
grown, we have had an increase in  
water needs. Some progress is under 
way to improve the system. The cookie 
sale by Jim M. and Jim S. brought in 
almost $900! The kids might say “That 
rocks.” The GoFundMe web site is  
up and running. The MGATC Board 
authorized $6,500 as well. We still 
hold hope for a grant to help us up-
grade the system.   
 

                                            Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

I’m not sure if it was spring of ’92 or 
’93, but not only did I again garden at 
the Purdue Community Gardens, so 
did Bob Eichorn and his wife, Sue. Bob 
was gardening for their needs north of 
town, but truly demonstrated good 
techniques on a front and center plot 
at Purdue. Sue made a nice computer-
generated plot map for the nearby bul-
let board. There was placed pertinent 
information regarding Bob’s garden, 
should he not be around to personally 
educate and “give a tour” of ideas. The 
garden was beautiful as he and Sue 
tended it evenings. Student gardeners 
passed by on their way to their own 
plots. One thing Bob included was the 
water-filled shields around tomato 
plants to get them “ahead of schedule” 

and frost protected early in May. He 
had vining supports, inter row crop-
ping, and other demo methods to 
share, as well as tested varieties from 
his own experience. 
 
Over in my plots, I grow Ford hook 
lima beans with lovely vines but only  
a few meals worth of my favorite 
beans. Indiana summers are too wet, 
then too hot, to produce this crop  
in abundance. 
 
But my Blue Lake beans were truly 
beautiful! At least to start with. We 
had fenced my big garden, but alas, 
just after pod set, I went one day and a 
ground hog (and friends?) had dug  
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Programs 

 

March 7  6 p.m.  Fairgrounds 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 
6 p.m. Carry-In Dinner 

Rhonda Overman 
Andrea Schwartz 

Rhonda and Andrea from Ivy Tech 
Community College will talk on our 
scholarship contributions to their stu-
dents and the horticulture program at 
Ivy Tech. This is our annual carry-in 
banquet. The meal will be served at  
6 p.m., the speakers at 7 p.m., and the 
business meeting will follow. 
  

April 4  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Fred Whitford 
Fred from Purdue University will 
speak on fertilizing our lawns. 
 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

Before Today’s MGATC 

Gardens, Part II 
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Cheryl McCool introduced the speak-
er for the evening, Joanne Mosher, 
from Holy Cow Farm Fresh in Monon. 
Joanne, her husband, Paul, and their 
four children run this farm, raising 
cows, chickens, pigs, and turkeys. All 
of the feed for the animals is home 
grown. They opened a farm store on 
their property where they sell beef, 
chicken, pork, turkey, and eggs. They 
invited everyone to stop in and see 
their farm.   
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Joanne 
Mosher for being our speaker and  
then turned the meeting over to  
Jerry Millard. 
 
Jerry Millard called the meeting to  
order at 7:55 p.m.   
 
The Minutes of the January MGATC 
meeting (posted in the February 2017 
issue of the Garden Beet) were approved 
with the following corrections: Peggy 
Housley was previously a Master Gar-
dener Member at Large (minutes 
showed Corresponding Secretary).  
In addition, the February Beet indicat-
ed that Jim Smith would be featured  
in the February issue of the Lafayette 
Magazine; this was corrected to be the 
May issue of the magazine. 
 
Pat Miller, Treasurer, reported that  
the January 31 ending balance in the 
checking account was $20,900. Re-
ceipts requiring reimbursement can  
be turned in to her at the meeting or 
mailed to her. 
 
In regard to the Garden Expo, Cheryl 
McCool reminded everyone this year’s 
Expo is scheduled for April 22, 2017 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. She reported that 
both speakers have been scheduled. 
The presentations will feature: 1) na-
tive plants in landscapes and 2) plant 
propagation. A food truck has been 
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dee 
Dee Long will be the Volunteer Coor-
dinator and there were sign-up sheets 
in the back of the room.  

In regard to the Plant Sale at the Gar-
den Expo, everyone was reminded to 
start plants for the sale and Cheryl 
noted that we are ordering plant plugs 
to sell at this year’s Expo. It was noted 
that these plugs would not be includ-
ed when other plants are marked 
down to half price. Seeds and pots 
were available at the meeting for any-
one interested. In addition, Monique 
Fontaine noted that there are many 
ways to contribute to the Plant Sale, 
including bringing plants and boxes, 
helping with set up (Friday afternoon 
and Saturday morning), working dur-
ing the Expo, and helping clean up 
after the Expo (Saturday afternoon).  
Plants can be dropped off on Friday 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 
morning prior to the start of the Expo.  
Good labeling is very important when 
selling plants; the more information  
on the label the better. If contributing 
tomatoes for the sale, Monique noted 
that the most popular color is red.  
Also, if you are bringing any plants 
which you feel are special and should 
be sold at a higher price, these need to 
be marked accordingly.  
 
Jeri Bosworth is in charge of the Café 
and asked for volunteers to make 
cookies and other goodies for the 
event. She had some recipes if anyone 
was interested.  
 
Also, everyone was reminded to get 
items together for the Garden Shed. 
 
Additional advertising is being 
planned this year in the Journal and 
Courier prior to the event. 
 
Sheila Koller, Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, noted that the process is 
beginning to set a slate of officers for 
the association. Anyone interested in 
an office should talk to one of the com-
mittee members. Sheila noted that the 
Bylaws Committee is currently work-
ing on changing the organization’s fis-
cal year to be on a calendar year basis.   
 

If approved, the term for the new offic-
ers will be extended for an additional 
four months. 
 
In regard to the “Growing Your Goals” 
program, everyone was given a ballot  
as they entered the meeting to give 
their opinions on whether any of the 
listed volunteer projects should be 
eliminated or scaled back. Presently all 
volunteer positions are filled. This vote 
was taken to gather opinions to help 
decide how to proceed and everyone’s 
opinion should be taken into consider-
ation. It was noted that volunteer 
hours for De-Trash the Wabash will 
no longer be an approved project. 
Members can continue to support  
the project but volunteer hours will 
not be approved as this is not an  
educational program. 
 
Karen Mitchell is now sending out a 
weekly newsletter. She asked everyone 
to take a few minutes to complete the 
survey for passions/interests. 
 
Karen Mitchell noted that she sent  
emails to those who will be receiving 
awards at the March banquet and 
asked those people to review the email 
and let her know if there are any 
spelling corrections that need to be 
made and if you prefer a pin badge  
rather than a magnetic one. The de-
fault is the magnetic badge so if you 
don’t contact her, your badge will  
be magnetic. 
 
The cost to redo the irrigation system 
at the Extension gardens will be ap-
proximately $26,000. This quote in-
cludes installation of a new meter and 
a larger line to the gardens which will 
provide much better water pressure. 
The gardens included cover 3 1/2 acres. 
Our organization recorded over 14,000 
volunteer hours in 2016 and over 6,000 
pounds of produce were donated to 
local food pantries. After the article 
was published in the Journal and  
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Jerry Millard called the meeting to or-
der at 6:08 p.m. Present for the meet-
ing were Jerry Millard, Pat Miller, Jan 
Sadler, Dee Dilling, Dee Dee Long, 
Cheryl McCool, Karen Mitchell, and 
Elizabeth Hartley. 
 
The January Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the Febru-
ary issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
As noted at Tuesday’s monthly meet-
ing, Pat Miller stated that the ending 
balance in the checking account as of 
January 31, 2017, was $20,900.    
 
The cost for the new irrigation system 
is estimated at $26,000. At the Febru-
ary 7 meeting $893.45 was collected 
and over $300 has already been con-
tributed to the GoFundMe site for the 
project. Everyone should be encour-
aged to make contributions directly to 
the MGATC since there is 7.9% service 
charge for funds donated directly 
through GoFundMe. Direct donations 
are not subject to the service charge.  
Karen Mitchell will also post the di-
rect donations on GoFundMe in order 
to keep track and let everyone know 
the status of the funds contributed.  
Receipts for donations can also be sent 
upon request. 
 
In order to help with the irrigation 
system, the Board also voted unani-
mously to donate $6,500 from the 
MGATC to help get the project start-
ed. This amount, along with the al-
ready donated amount, will cover a 
new meter and tap for the new system. 
 
Karen Mitchell is also working with 
Jim Smith and Jim Mailloux on  
preparing grant requests and letters  
to individual companies, etc. request-
ing donations for the irrigation  
system. Cheryl McCool stated that  
she will also ask the Extension Board 
for a donation.   
 
In regard to the Garden Expo, Cheryl 
McCool noted that speakers have been 

confirmed and a food truck has been 
scheduled for the event. Eighteen  
vendors have been lined up so far and 
Cheryl is continuing to line up more as 
there is still  space available. The Board 
received a suggestion from Jim Smith 
and Jim Mailloux to set up a booth at 
the Expo to collect donations for the 
irrigation system. A raffle was also 
suggested to raise scholarship funds - 
possibly having some type of container 
filled with gardening supplies. Sue 
Swick has ordered plugs to sell at the 
Plant Sale. Volunteer sign up sheets 
were available at the February 7 meet-
ing and several members have already 
signed up to work at the Expo. It was 
agreed that if any members have their 
own booth at the Expo, they should 
not wear their Master Gardener badg-
es in their personal booth. 
 
In connection with “Growing Your 
Goals,” Karen Mitchell reviewed the 
results of the survey regarding any 
projects members feel should be elimi-
nated or scaled back. After a lengthy 
discussion, it was agreed not to elimi-
nate any projects but to tweak some of 
them to make them more in line with 
the MGATC’s mission to educate and 
promote gardening. As noted at the 
February 7 meeting, volunteer hours 
will no longer be approved for the De-
Trash the Wabash project as it has no 
educational or promotional benefit. In 
addition, volunteer hours cannot be 
earned for working on private proper-
ty. Mayor Roswarski is looking into 
putting up signs showing “Master 
Gardeners at Work” for use when  
volunteering in the community. In  
addition, members should be encour-
aged to wear Master Gardener shirts 
and name badges when doing volun-
teer work in the community. Also, it 
was agreed to declare a moratorium  
for the next calendar year on adding 
new Master Gardener gardens and 
projects and revisit this decision  
annually in February. This does not 
include educational projects set up by 
Karen Mitchell. 

The Board then reviewed the member-
ship attendance suggestions and  
agreed that it was not feasible to have  
the meeting before the speaker or 
move the monthly meetings to Satur-
day. However, it was agreed that it 
would be possible to move the month-
ly meeting up 30 minutes to begin the 
social time at 6 p.m. and start to the 
meeting at 7 p.m. Karen Mitchell was 
asked to send a survey to all members: 
asking for opinions on changing the 
meeting time (30 minutes earlier); and 
also asking if members have an interest 
in car pooling to the meetings, and for 
volunteer drivers for those in need.  
Everyone was reminded that the 
March meeting is the Awards Banquet 
and starts early. Elizabeth Hartley sug-
gested not having a meeting in January 
but this suggestion was not approved.  
Cheryl McCool reported that the July 
meeting will be held at Meig’s Farms. 
 
Jerry Millard asked if anyone knew of 
any membership changes in phone 
number, addresses, etc. No one was 
aware of any changes. 
 
The Nominating Committee will be 
meeting soon to prepare a slate of of-
ficers for this year’s election. It is 
hoped to have the slate presented at 
the July meeting and vote at the Au-
gust meeting. New officers will take 
office as of September 1. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:49 p.m. 
 

                         Respectively submitted, 
                                                    Jan Sadler 
                               Recording Secretary 

MGATC Board: February 9, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO   
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What’s Happening  

MG Education Workshop 
 

March 18  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 
A Beekeeper’s Year ... What It 

Takes to Keep Honeybees 
Doug Jones 

Master Gardener Since 2007 

Planting and Pruning Trees/Shrubs 
Bob Jenkins 

Jenkins Country Gardens 

 
This Master Gardener workshop is 
open to the public and no registration 
is required, but it would be appreciat-
ed. Please call the Tippecanoe County 
Extension Office at 765-474-0793 or 
email mitcheka@purdue.edu to reserve 
your spot. 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

March 1  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Fire Ecology 

Andrew Reuter 
 
In this presentation by Andrew Reuter 
(regional ecologist), learn why Indiana 
natural areas need to be burned and 
how the DNR safely conducts con-
trolled burns. 
 

March 8  7-9 p.m.  AMPH 
Sounds of  

Spring-Wacky Woodcocks! 
Mary Cutler 

 
Experience this spring ritual with Nat-
uralist Mary Cutler and members of 
the Sycamore Audubon Society. This is 
an outdoor program, so dress for the 
weather and bring your binoculars. 
 

March 15  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Habitat Assessment 101 

Michael Mycroft 
 
Explore the process of evaluating habi-
tat with Michael Mycroft (Wildlife 
Biologist, District 1). The presentation 
will include basic concepts and princi-
ples of addressing habitat diversity, 
quality, and quantity at different scales 
(five acres to 5,000 acres for example). 
 
 

 
 

March 22  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Indiana’s Nature Preserves: Saving 

our Last Great Places 
Tom Swinford 

 
Tom Swinford (IDNR Assistant Direc-
tor, Division of Nature Preserves) will 
share the events and people that led to 
the establishment of the Nature Pre-
serves Act of 1967, followed by a sur-
vey of Indiana’s system of over 50,000 
acres of nature preserves that will pro-
vide a glimpse of the rich tapestry that 
is our state’s natural history. 
 

March 29  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Tippecanoe County  
Bicentennial Map 

Mark Ehle 
 
This large map was created as a legacy 
project for the Indiana Bicentennial. 
Mark Ehle (Tippecanoe County GIS 
Administrator) will discuss how it 
was created, examine a few of the his-
toric sites in detail, and introduce us 
to some online resources to further      
investigate the current state of historic 
landscapes in the county.  
 
LOCATIONS : 
AMPH (Tippecanoe County Amphitheater): Meet in the 
parking lot on the east side of North River Road, near 
Soldiers Home Road in West Lafayette. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 

 

RIP Squad 
 
March 2017 volunteer work days for 
the RIP (Remove Invasive Plants) 
squad will be Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. If you enjoy being 
out in the woods to see the spring 
wildflowers coming up and know 
you’ll help them survive, join us on the 
following dates: 
 
March 14 and 21 - Celery Bog Nature 

Area. Meet at the parking lot closest 
to the Lilly Nature Center. 

 
 
 

 
 
March 28 - Cumberland Woods 

(Michaud-Sinninger Nature Area). 
Meet in the Athletic Complex park-
ing lot, Salisbury Street entrance. 

March 16, 23, and 30 - Two locations - 
Group 1, Ross Hills Park. Meet at the 
Ross House parking lot.                                       
Group 2, Prophet’s Rock Woods. 
Meet at the little parking lot on 
Prophet’s Rock Road near the 
Prophet’s Rock. 

 
Weeding bags will be provided. Please 
bring your own gardening gloves and 
dress for chance encounters with  
poison ivy. 
 
For more information contact me  
at patricia.w.rader@gmail.com or  
765-469-3050. 
 

                                                                       Patty Jones 
 

It's exciting 
to see things 

coming up 
again, plants 
that you've 
had twenty 

or thirty 
years. It's  
like seeing  

an old friend                                                    
                                  Tasha Tudor,  
The Private World of Tasha Tudor 
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Et Cetera        Part II 

 

Featured MG 
 
As printed in the February Garden Beet,  
Jim Smith will be featured in the Lafa-
yette Magazine for his Garden Art Kitch-
en Garden. He was originally sched-
uled to be in the February issue, but 
the magazine has changed it to the 
May issue. Be sure to check it out then. 
 

Watering System 
  
We  are planning a silent auction at 
the March 7th banquet. It will include 
original art by Jim Mailloux and  
Julieann Davis along with many gar-
den related items. We will also pass 
the pot for irrigation again for all who 
missed the last one. We raised $900 so 
far. Thanks for all of your support. 
 

                                    Jim Mailloux and Jim Smith 
 

Online Hour Submission 
 
Tippecanoe County is now live for 
the new Purdue online volunteer man-
agement system. This system provides 
a way for Purdue Master Gardener 
volunteers to report volunteer and  
education hours online, keep and 
maintain a personal profile with pho-
to, designate calendar events as volun-
teer opportunities with an online vol-
unteer recruitment for these activities, 
make use of a local MG organization 
directory, sign annual agreement forms 
electronically, and more! 
  
All Purdue MG’s must register in the 
system and will be asked to provide 
some basic contact information  
including an email address (required) 
and county registration code 
(required). Tippecanoe County’s  
registration code is tipp2569. 
  
Please register and report your 
2017 volunteer activity and education-
al training hours. Your prior total  

 

 

 
 
hours will be entered at a later date to 
bring your records up to date. Please 
consider keeping copies of all past and 
current hours as a personal backup for 
your records. 
  
Register for the Purdue MG Manager 
here: https://www.purdue.edu/mg-
volunteer/. A video on how to register 
is here: http://tinyurl.com/ze9jaz3. 
There is also a video on how to report 
volunteer activity and educational 
training hours here: http://tinyurl. 
com/jdqmp5d. 

 
 

I've 
learned 
every-
thing 
about  

gardening  
by trowel 
and error    

                           Author unknown 
 

(continued from page 1) 

 
under the fence, thrown good, rich 
soil, right, left, and center, ALL OVER 
my beans! Well, I called the Purdue 
Grounds and was told I could try 
BOMBING the critters - a smoke 
bomb down the hole as far as we could 
place it. We did this, so now we had a 
level plot except for the “whistle-pig” 
mound in the middle. 
 
Several years later I was more success-
ful there. I had bumper crops one ideal 
garden year, and was supplying Vine 
Street neighbors with great produce 
and church shut-ins with beautiful cut 
flowers. As autumn approached, I kept 
my eye on the winter squash. Appar-
ently others did, too. The day I went to 
cut the last zinnias and the several 
squash, they had been mysteriously 
absconded by garden elves. I no longer 
have a Purdue University garden plot. 
 

                                                                  Sheila Koller 
 

Expo Exchange 

 
It’s time to prepare for the Garden 
Expo on April 22nd from 9 a.m.-3.p.m. 
 
Hope you are all growing plant starts 
for our Plant Sale, cleaning out your 
extra garden items for the Garden 
Shed sale, and thinking of baking  
for the café desserts and snack bar. 
The Garden Expo will be here before 
we know it and it is our biggest  
money maker of the year, so we need 
everyone to participate. If you are 
planning on working at the Garden 
Expo, make sure you contact Dee Dee 
Long to sign up for your preferred area. 
Please plan on contributing to this 
wonderful event! 
 

                                                              Cheryl McCool 
                                                     Garden Expo Chair 
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Minutes 
(continued from page 2) 

 
Courier regarding the need for a  
better water system, Karen Mitchell 
noted that she has been contacted  
several times by people wanting to 
help support this program. She has set 
up a GoFundMe page on the Internet  
so that people can log in and donate  
to the cause. Donations can also be 
made offline.   
 
Pat Henady said she plans to cut back 
on some expenses and donate the sav-
ings to the MGATC for the new irriga-
tion system and challenged others to 
do the same. Jim Mailloux and Jim 
Smith decorated a flower pot and took 
up a collection at the meeting for the 
irrigation system as well as baked 
cookies for donations. In addition to 
setting up the GoFundMe site, Karen 
Mitchell also made up donation cards 
for the MGATC to solicit donations 
for the irrigation system; these cards 
were placed on the back table; receipts 
are available upon request. 
 
Karen Mitchell, Jim Mailloux, and Jim 
Smith met with both John Dennis, 
West Lafayette Mayor, and Tony 
Roswarski, Lafayette Mayor, regarding 
help from the cities to support the 
MGATC. Karen reported that both 
meetings were very positive. John  
Dennis stated that he will do what he 
can to help and Tony Roswarski will 
look into the possibility of setting the 
MGATC up as an approved vendor for 
the City of Lafayette.    
 
Karen Mitchell is working on a list of 
businesses to contact for possible do-
nations. Those who would like to con-
tact a specific business were asked to 
contact Karen Mitchell and she will 
prepare a letter with information on 
the Master Gardener Program and 
how it helps the community. 
 
Pat Niswonger had handmade dish 
cloths available as a possible thank 
you gift for contributing to the water 
system project. 
 
 

 

 
Julieann Davis has prepared a grant 
request from Home Depot for an  
outdoor shade/class structure in  
the Community Gardens at the  
Extension Office. 
 
Karen Mitchell then gave a demonstra-
tion on how to register for the online 
hours recording program which is  
being set up for Master Gardeners 
throughout the state. An email will be 
sent on Wednesday, February 8, from 
Karen to all members to register for 
this program. The registration code for 
Tippecanoe County is tipp2569. Vide-
os are also available to help with this 
process. Anyone who does not have a 
computer can continue to submit 
hours to Carl Stafford. Anyone who 
does not have email can use their tele-
phone number to register. 
 
There is a Bi-State Water Quality & 
Soil Health Conference on Thursday, 
February 9, at the Beef House in  
Covington. The conference runs from  
9 a.m. until 1 p.m.; the cost is $20, and 
the fee includes lunch. 
 
On Saturday, February 18, there will be 
a presentation on “Landscape Design” 
at the Extension Office from 9 a.m. 
until noon. 
 
There will be a presentation on 
“Health Care and Your Retirement: 
What Role Will Medicare Play?” at the 
Extension Office on Thursday, Febru-
ary 23, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  Dinner  
is included. 
 
A “Fruit Pruning Workshop” will be 
held on Wednesday, March 1, from  
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Meig’s Horticul-
ture Research Farm. There is a $10 
charge for this workshop. Contact  
Karen Mitchell to register. 
 
There will be a “Garden Manager 
Training” class on Thursday, March 
23, from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. at Ivy Tech 
Community College, Lilly Room #1114.  
“Horticulture Hotline” training will be 
coming soon. 

 

 
Jerry Millard announced a message 
from JoAn Messing: the Book Club 
will be meeting on Tuesday, February 
21, at 12:30 p.m. at MCL Cafeteria in 
West Lafayette. 
 
Joanne Liphard asked Jerry Millard  
to announce that the March meeting  
is the Awards Banquet and will be 
held at the fairgrounds in the Home 
Economics Building. Social time will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. with dinner starting 
at 6 p.m. Volunteers are needed to  
help set up for the meeting, beginning 
at 4 p.m. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that prior Mas-
ter Gardener, Jason Cole (Class of 
2013), passed away January 31, 2017 
in Mississippi. 
 
Jolaine Roberts announced that plans 
are being made for a trip to Nappanee, 
Goshen, and Elkhart in July. No date 
has yet been set.   
 
Doug Jones has honey for those who 
placed an order. 
 
Jim Smith thanked everyone for their 
donations for the irrigation system. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
     

                                          Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                     Jan Sadler 
                                                Recording Secretary 
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 Ten Minute Pizza 
 

3 English Muffins 

1 cup shredded sharp Cheddar or Mozza-

rella cheese 
1/3 cup chili sauce  

1 teaspoon Italian seasoning 
 

Tear muffins in two. Toast lightly. Combine 
chili sauce and Italian seasoning. Spread on 

muffin halves. Sprinkle with shredded 
cheese. Toast in broiler until cheese is 

melted. Cut each muffin half into quarters. 
Serve hot. Yields: 24 appetizers. 



Thyme 

(continued from back) 

 
Succulents are relatively hardy 
plants, especially when it comes  
to water consumption. Given their  
design, succulents hold quite a bit  
of water, so when you do water them, 
let the soil dry out completely between 
waterings - otherwise, you risk drown
-ing them. So, they’ll forgive the forget-
ful soul more often than some  
other plants. 
 
You can grow them inside and out-
side. While I feel like I see a lot of suc-
culents inside, they actually make 
great plants for your garden, especially 
in planters and other arrangements, 
because they look good in a variety of 
settings! Of course, you need to make 
sure that the variety you buy can sur-
vive in our Zone 5 weather. (You can 
also dig them up and bring them inside 
if you don’t want to risk them getting 
too cold over the winter.) 
 
If you’d like to have more plants (for 
yourself or to give away), it’s pretty 
easy to propagate them. Sometimes, 
especially with succulents that have 
longer stems, they will look thin or 
stretched out as the original growth 
stays thick and lush at the top. If this 
happens, you can remove the lower 
leaves and plant the succulent deeper, 
or you can cut off the top, along with 
the leaves, leaving a “stump” of the 
original plant. You should put your 
cuttings aside for a couple days in 
bright, indirect light, to allow the  
cuts to heal so that the segments don’t 
rot when you replant them. After a  
 
 

 

 
couple days, you can simply put your 
cuttings in a pot of soil and wait for 
them to root. In the meantime, move 
the original plant to a shady, dry  
place - it won’t need much water  
until new growth appears.  
 
Overall, succulents are a low-fuss 
plant that can really add some variety 
to a window box or garden bed. Hon-
estly, when I’ve failed my succulents, 
it’s been because I placed them too 
close to a window in the winter 
(hoping that they would get enough 
sun), and the cold temperature ulti-
mately did them in. So as we inch 
nearer to spring, consider picking up 
some succulents for your space! 
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Daffodils, 
That come before the swallow dares, and take 
The winds of March with beauty 

                                                                                                                                                    William Shakespeare  

 Dilled Sour Cream Sauce   
(delicious with fish or a good topping  

for broccoli or asparagus) 

 

1 cup dairy sour cream 

1/4 teaspoon sugar 
1 teaspoon dill weed 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar 

 

Mix together thoroughly sour cream, 
dill weed, red wine vinegar, sugar, 
and salt. Let chill for an hour or more 
for flavors to develop. Yields:  1 cup. 
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Word Thyme 

   By Erin Brock Carlson 
  
When I was planning my wedding 
several years ago, I failed to consider 
what the centerpieces would look like 
until a couple of weeks before the cere-
mony. Frantically browsing wedding 
sites online, I noticed a trend: the pres-
ence of succulents everywhere - in bou-
quets, in centerpieces, in table set-
tings, in favors, and so on. And, like 
many frenzied brides, I knew that if 
that was popular, that’s what I want-
ed, which led me to my next set of 
problems: What kind of succulents did 
I want? How was I going to take care 
of them for the next two weeks? And, 
perhaps more importantly, where was 
I going to get succulents without pay-
ing a fortune?   
 
And then it hit me - hens-and-chicks 
are succulents, and my mom had  
 

 
 
planters upon planters full of them on  
our back porch. (And yes, she was gra-
cious enough to donate nearly all of 
them - along with her time transplant-
ing them into little containers - in ser-
vice of my big day.)  
 
This little anecdote is to say that while 
succulents are trendy right now, they 
have been a staple for many gardeners 
in the past, and will continue to be so, 
long after Pinterest boards begin to 
feature the next floral craze.  
 
Though their appearance varies, a  
general way to categorize succu- 
lents is that they are largely drought-
resistant plants with thick and fleshy 
leaves, stems, and roots (so that they 
can store large amounts of water).  
 
 

 
 
Succulents make great everyday  
plants in your home or garden, for  
several reasons. 
 
They come in quite a few different 
varieties. There are reportedly more 
than 20,000 varieties of succulents 
(Cactus and Succulent Society of 
America), of many different colors, 
textures, and sizes, which makes them 
great to mix-and-match. Some that 
might be common to us are the afore-
mentioned hens-and-chicks, string of 
pearls, Aloe Vera, jade, and Christmas 
Cacti. (It might be important to note 
that all cacti are succulents, but not all 
succulents are cacti; so don’t assume 
that all succulents need to be cared for 
like cacti.) 

 (continued on page 7)  


