
March 2018 

“When does spring start? How you 
define the first day of spring depends 
on whether you follow the astronomi-
cal or meteorological seasons. This 
year, spring will start March 20th, if 
you use the astronomical method.  
But, it starts slightly earlier on March 
1st if you follow the meteorological 
calendar. According to The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac, there are many signs of spring 
in nature. 
* Worms begin to emerge from the 

earth. In fact, the March Full Moon 
is called “The Full Worm Moon” for 
this reason. 

 * Notice the arc of the Sun across the 
sky as it shifts toward the north. 
Birds are migrating northward, along 
with the path of the sun. 

* Increasing sunlight triggers birds to 
sing. 

* And, of course, March is the time to 
start gardens and sow seeds. The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac  has personalized 
suggestions for Best Planting Dates.” 

 
I am sure we are all anxious for spring, 
and to be outside working in our own 

yards or volunteering on one of the 
many Master Gardener projects.  
Cheryl and I wanted to take a moment 
to recognize several Master Gardeners 
who have been instrumental in the 
success of our organization by their 
willingness to chair various projects. 
These folks are passing the baton this 
year. Thank you to Donna Cumberland 
(Membership email), Sheila Koller 
(Nominating), Tonia Kasica (Public 
Education Workshops), Ann Hunt 
(Scholarships), Joanne Liphard 
(Social), Joyce Pearson (Hanna  
Center), Viola Jones (Children’s  
Garden), and Kay Falley (Volunteer 
Coordinator). We also want to  
thank the members who have agreed 
to take over their duties. You may 
want to note these changes in your 
membership books. 
Dee Dee Long will take over the Mem-

bership email from Donna. 
Cheryl McCool and Jolaine Roberts 

will be co-chairing the Nominat-
ing Committee. 

Barbara Cantwell and Linda Gudeman 
have agreed to manage the Public 
Education Workshops. 

Marilyn Redmon has taken over     
both the Scholarship and Social 
committees. 

Shirley Sterling was co-chair with 
Joyce Pearson, and Shirley has 
agreed to continue as chair of the 
Hanna Center Adopt-A-Spot. 

Barbara Cantwell is joining Candace 
Larson as co-chair of the Chil-
dren’s Garden 

Many thanks to all of these folks and 
the many volunteers who support 
them. 
 
As for me, I think I will observe the 
meteorological calendar and celebrate 
spring on March 1st this year! 
 
 HAPPY SPRING from Jolaine and Cheryl 
 Co-Presidents 
  

A Word from Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

March 6  6 p.m.  
Judy’s Catering 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

Probiotics Aren’t Just for People 
Plants Have Their Own Version! 

John Cavaletto 
Dinner will start at 6 p.m. 
  

April 3  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

The Art of Dahlia Growing,  
Showing and Storing 

Jim Mailloux 
There will be a slideshow presen-
tation on dahlias and tubers available 
for purchase. 
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

The March wind roars 
Like a lion in the sky, 
And makes us shiver 
As he passes by.  
When winds are soft, 
And the days are warm and clear, 
Just like a gentle lamb, 
Then spring is here. 
                                              Author Unknown 

mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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Jan Sadler introduced the speaker for 
the evening, Amy Krause, who is the 
nursery designer at Bennett’s Green-
house. Her presentation, “Preparing 
your Landscape: Late Winter and 
Springtime,” provided an overview  
of best gardening practices during  
the months of December-May. Fea-
tured topics included lawn care,  
pruning, and perennials, especially 
roses and hydrangeas. 
 
Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 7:41 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the December monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the January issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray gave the Treasurer’s Report 
for January 2018. After adding income 
from dues and the Garden Expo  
vendor fees and deducting expenses, 
the checking account balance at the 
end of the month was $25,905.88.  
After deducting the restricted funds, 
the available checking account balance 
was $18,655.41. The savings account 
balance was $10,531.61. Jim Jeray  
also noted that he had received  
Dona Brown memorial gifts, which 
will be earmarked as restricted funds 
until a further decision is made regard-
ing allocation. 
 
Cheryl McCool provided an update  
for the 2018 Garden Expo. She report-
ed that the Plant Sale will need  
donations, particularly tomatoes,  
peppers, and herbs. These plants 
should be clearly marked with any 
pertinent details. Bill Dilling can  
provide plant containers if needed. 
Cheryl McCool also noted that the 
Garden Shed needs donations of tools, 
decorations, and other gardening 
items. The Garden Café will need  
donations of desserts; she requested 
that baked goods are individually 
bagged and labeled with any pertinent 
allergy and dietary information. 
 
In addition, Cheryl McCool an-
nounced that the Garden Expo will 
have three speakers: Theresa Thomp-

son, Kathryn Reeves, and Rosie Lerner. 
There will be a children’s area with 
fairy gardens and a raffle that Master 
Gardeners are welcome to enter. 
 
Jolaine Roberts requested updates 
from any committee chairpersons. 
Mickey Penrod announced that any-
one interested in volunteering at the 
Extension Gardens’ orchard should 
sign up following the meeting. 
 
Pat Miller announced that she would 
be collecting payments for the March 
6th banquet at Judi’s Catering. The 
cost is $10 per Master Gardener or $21 
for non-Master Gardeners. 
 
Jolaine Roberts announced that Joyce 
Pearson will be stepping down as co-
chair of the Hanna Center and Donna 
Cumberland will no longer be sending 
email blasts. She thanked both mem-
bers for their service. Dee Dee Long 
(dlong70@ivytech.edu) will now send 
emails, Billie Seaton should be con-
tacted for membership and contact 
updates, and Jeri Bosworth Parker 
should be contacted if any members 
know a Master Gardener who could 
benefit from a card. 
 
Jolaine Roberts introduced the Jeff 
Phillips memorial sign, which will be 
installed in the extension gardens 
within the upcoming months. 
 
Jolaine Roberts thanked Mona 
Cavanaugh for providing cookies for 
the February meeting. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced that she 
expects to open the Master Gardener 
Educational Center in April. The Cen-
ter will help answer the approximately 
400-500 questions that homeowners 
ask the Extension Office each year. 
Volunteer training will take place on 
April 4th from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Karen Mitchell displayed the names 
and levels of Master Gardeners who 
will be receiving new badges at  
the March banquet and asked for  
any corrections. 

Karen Mitchell then provided an  
update regarding planned renovations 
at the Tippecanoe County Fair-
grounds. Construction will begin in 
2018; the Garden Expo will be able to 
remain at the fairgrounds throughout 
construction. The county has pur-
chased the existing YMCA and plans 
to move the Extension Office to this 
location. Karen Mitchell sent the 
MGATC annual report to the county 
council and commission and would 
additionally like to increase publicity. 
A discussion then followed regarding 
potential issues with the relocation, 
especially the future of the extension 
gardens if the office building is sold. 
Members were especially concerned 
with access to the parking lot, com-
missioners’ future tenures on the 
board, and what would happen if the 
gardens were to be moved. 
 
Jolaine Roberts then reported that 
Tonia Kasica has stepped down as  
Public Education chairperson and Kay 
Falley stepped down as Volunteer Co-
ordinator. The Board will be looking 
for replacements for both positions. 
 
Jolaine Roberts adjourned the meeting 
at 8:23 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Minutes: February 6, 2018, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 

Out of the bosom  of the 
Air, 

Out of the cloud-folds of 
her garments shaken,  

Over the woodlands 
brown and bare,  

Over the harvest-fields 
forsaken,  

Silent, and soft, and slow  
Descends the snow. 
           Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
                                         Snowflakes  



 Jolaine Roberts called the meeting  
to order at 6 p.m. Present for the meet-
ing were Jolaine Roberts, Jerry  
Millard, Cheryl McCool, Dee Dee 
Long, Jan Sadler, Pat Miller, Jim Jeray, 
Kristen Noel, Jeri Bosworth Parker, 
John Pickett, Karen Mitchell, and 
Andy Hughes. 
 
The January Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the Febru-
ary issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray provided an update from the 
Treasurer’s Report given at the Febru-
ary monthly meeting. He received 
$1,005 in memory of Dona Brown, 
which has been deposited and marked 
as restricted funds. 
 
Andy Hughes was in attendance to 
propose a new Master Gardener  
project: the “Native Bee Network”  
program. This program, which would 
be managed by Andy Hughes and 
Mickey Penrod, will survey and  
document the native bees in the exten-
sion gardens in order to protect and 
increase their population. The pro-
posed cost would be up to $200  
for bee huts and shipping costs for 
bees. The Board unanimously voted  
to fund this project. Andy Hughes  
will serve as chairperson. 
 
Pat Miller, Dee Dee Long, and Jan Sad-
ler provided an update on the planning 
of the March Banquet at Judi’s Cater-
ing. As of the Tuesday, February 6th 
meeting, 73 people had RSVP’d for  
the banquet. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler con-
firmed that the next Open House will 
take place on July 15, 2018. A date has 
not yet been set for a planning meet-
ing. The Board then discussed mulch 
options for pathways to beautify the 
gardens for the Open House. 
 
Cheryl McCool and Dee Dee Long pro-
vided an update on Garden Expo plan-
ning. Volunteer spots for the event are 
nearly filled. Spots are still available 

for vendors. Cheryl McCool will call 
any unconfirmed vendors from previ-
ous years to check their status for this 
year’s event. 
 
Pat Miller summarized the discussion 
of an audit policy from the January 
2018 Board meeting. She plans to craft 
this policy by May 2018. 
 
Jolaine Roberts detailed available 
chairperson positions. Sheila Koller 
will be stepping down as chair of the 
Nominating Committee; Jolaine Rob-
erts suggested that she and Cheryl 
McCool take over this position as they 
will be ending their terms as co-
presidents. Dee Dee Long will be re-
placing Donna Cumberland as the 
Membership email chairperson. Joyce 
Pearson has resigned as co-chair of the 
Hanna Center; Shirley Sterling will 
continue as chair. Kay Falley stepped 
down as Volunteer Coordinator and 
Tonia Kasica stepped down as Public 
Education chair. The Board discussed 
possible replacements for both posi-
tions. In addition, the Board discussed 
the possibility of reducing the amount 
of workshops per year to make the 
next Public Education chair’s duties 
easier. Karen Mitchell agreed to pre-
sent a workshop on food safety in the 
garden at the March workshop. 
 
As mentioned during the financial re-
port, Dona Brown memorial funds of 
approximately $1,000 have been do-
nated to MGATC. The Board dis-
cussed possible uses of this money, 
including a memorial stone in Dona 
Brown’s “Bed of Hope” in the exten-
sion gardens and/or a scholarship for 
Master Gardener classes. Jan Sadler 
agreed to scout prices and options for 
the memorial stone. The Board agreed 
to present these ideas at the March 
Master Gardener meeting to gather 
input and take a vote from members. 
 
The Board then discussed the future of 
the extension gardens due to the pro-
posed relocation of the Extension Of-
fice, as previously covered at the Feb-

ruary monthly meeting. The discussion 
included possibly attending future 
council and commissioner meetings. 
No further actions were taken. 
 
Dee Dee Long and Jan Sadler noted 
that several errors were found in  
some (but not all) copies of the 2018 
Green Book. Dee Dee Long agreed to 
send out an email blast asking mem-
bers to check for any errors to their 
personal entries. 
 
Jan Sadler discussed planning for the 
September 2018 Hoedown meeting. 
Suggested possibilities include eating 
while sitting in lawn chairs and hold-
ing the meeting outside in the exten-
sion gardens or eating inside to avoid 
moving chairs and tables. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
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 Easy Shepherds' Pie 
  

1 pound ground beef 

1/3 cup ketchup 

1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 

8 ounces frozen mixed vegetables (such as 
carrots, peas, and corn), thawed 

1/4 cup (1 ounce) shredded cheddar 

(optional) 
1 16-ounce package mashed potatoes, re-

frigerated or frozen and thawed 
 

Heat oven to 400 degrees F. Place the beef 
in a large skillet and cook over medium-

high heat until no trace of pink remains, 

about 5 minutes. Spoon off and discard any 
fat. Stir in the ketchup and Worcester-

shire. Add the vegetables and cook, stirring 

for 1 minute. Spoon into a baking dish. Mix 
the cheese (if desired) with the potatoes in 

a bowl. Spread over the beef and bake until 

heated through 10 minutes. Divide among 

plates. Serves 4.  

   ---  Diana Hyle 
 

MGATC Board: February 8, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 



Treasurer’s 

Report 
 
As I mentioned at the last meeting, the 
treasury tends to move opposite to our 
gardens. It grows in the late fall and 
winter and then begins to recede. 
 
Very little activity for the month in-
cluding: a few more dues payments, 
and prepayments for the members’ 
portion of the awards banquet cost. 
We also received several generous con-
tributions to a Dona Brown memorial, 
which will be discussed at the March 
meeting. On the expense side was only 
a bill for printing and mailing of the 
Green Books. Since I treat the pay-
ments for the banquet and memorial as 
dedicated or restricted, our available 
checking account balance dropped by 
$69.12 in February. Rainy day fund 
remains at $19,531.16.  
 
 Jim Jeray, Treasurer 
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 Very Easy Mushroom Barley Soup 
 

1/4 cup olive oil 

1 cup chopped onion 

3/4 cup diced carrots 

1/2 cup chopped celery 
1 teaspoon minced garlic 

1 pound sliced fresh mushrooms 
6 cups chicken broth 

3/4 cup barley 

salt and pepper to taste 

 

Heat the oil in a large soup pot over medi-
um heat. Add the onion, carrots, celery, and 

garlic; cook and stir until onions are tender 

and transparent. Stir in mushrooms and 
continue to cook for a few minutes. Pour in 

the chicken broth and add barley. Bring to a 

boil, then reduce heat to low. Cover and 
simmer until barley is tender, about 50 

minutes. Season with salt and pepper be-
fore serving. Serves 6.  

           --- Allrecipes.com 

I stood beside a hill 
Smooth with new-laid snow, 
A single star looked out 
From the cold evening glow. 

 

There was no other creature 
That saw what I could see-- 
I stood and watched the evening star 
As long as it watched me. 
                                                         Sara Teasdale, February Twilight  

Photos of the Naples Botanical 
Gardens provided by Esther. 

“A Great Garden” 
Lyrics by Sheila Koller to the tune of “White Christmas” 

 
I’m dreaming of a great garden! 
Just like the ones in my magazine. 
Where the lawn’s so lush. 
The paths perfect white crush, 
And there’s not a weed to be seen! 
I’m dreaming of a great garden! 
With every catalog I view, 
May our plants escape the blight 
And may all our gardening bring delight! 



Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

February 28  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Wildflower Identification:  

A Family Matter 
Dan Childs 

 
Learn how to identify common wild-
flowers based on plant family charac-
teristics with Dan Childs, author of 
“Back Roads - A Pictorial Guide to 
Common Midwestern Forbs, Flowers 
& Grasses.” While learning botanical 
terms and characteristics, participants 
will also learn how many “weeds” play 
important roles in local ecosystems. 
 

March 7  1-3 p.m.  DPL 
A Year in the Life of  
a Fisheries Biologist 

Tom Bacula & Bri Clara 
 
Tom Bacula and Bri Clara, IDNR Fish-
eries Biologists, will discuss the meth-
ods used to study and enhance local 
fishing opportunities, focusing on the 
Bicentennial Nature Area, Wildcat 
Creek, and other local waterways. The 
program will also include a fish age 
estimation activity, which provides 
connections to water quality. Carpool 
from Battle Ground at 12:30 p.m. 
 

March 14  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Migration & Citizen Science: 

The Big Day in May Bird Count 
Susan Ulrich 

 
Spring provides an opportunity to  
observe migratory species and add  
to our knowledge of bird migration. 
Susan Ulrich, Sycamore Audubon  
Society, will introduce common spring 
migrants, share information about  
International Migratory Day and the 
Big Day in May Bird Count, and take  
participants on a hike at the Celery 
Bog to view migrants and permanent 
bird residents.  

March 21  1-3 p.m.  WPL 
Winter Tree ID 
Sally Weeks 

 
Sally Weeks, Retired Purdue Dendrol-
ogist, will guide participants through 
the process of learning how to identify 
trees before the leaves come out. Fol-
lowing the indoor session, she’ll lead  
a hike to the local fairgrounds to test 
your ID skills. Carpool from LNC at  
12 p.m. 
 

March 28  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Landscaping for Butterflies  

& Other Pollinators 
Sandy Belth 

 
Learn about the biology and physiolo-
gy of butterflies and other pollinators 
with Sandy Belth, Assistant Natural-
ist, Monroe County Parks Department. 
Host and nectar sources will also be 
covered, to aid in planning spring 
landscaping. Jeff Belth’s book “Butter-
flies of Indiana: A Field Guide” will  
be available for purchase for $20 (cash 
or check). 
 
LOCATIONS : 
DPL (Delphi Public Library): Meet  at 1 p.m. at the library, 
222 East Main Street, Delphi, Indiana 46923 or join the 
12:30 p.m. carpool from the Battlefield Monument parking 
lot off North 9th Street in Battle Ground. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): On 
the north side of Lindberg Road, between Northwestern 
Avenue and McCormick Road, West Lafayette. 
WPL (Williamsport-Washington Township Public  
Library): Meet at 1 p.m. at the library, 28 East 2nd Street, 
Williamsport, Indiana 47993 or join the noon carpool  
from LNC. 

 

RIP Squad 
 
The Remove Invasive Plants (RIP) 
Squad March workdays to pull garlic 
mustard are listed below. Weeding 
bags will be provided. Bring your  
own gardening gloves and dress for 
poison ivy. 
 
 

Tuesdays 
West Lafayette Parks  

3-5 p.m. 
March 6 - Celery Bog Nature Area 
March 13 - Michaud-Sinninger Nature 

Area 
March 20 - Happy Hollow Park 
March 27- Celery Bog Nature Area 
 

Wednesdays  
Locations Vary 

3-5 p.m. 
March 7 - Location near Delphi to be 

determined 
March 14 - Celery Bog Nature Area 
March 21 - Location near Williams-

port to be determined 
March 28 - Celery Bog Nature Area 

 
Thursdays 

Tippecanoe County Parks 
3-5 p.m. 

March 8 - Prophet’s Rock Woods 
March 15 - Ross Hills Park  
March 22 - Prophet’s Rock Woods 
March 29 - Ross Hills Park  
 
Contact Patty Jones for more infor-
mation at 765-463-3050 or RemoveInv 
asivePlants.WCINPAWS@gmail.com. 
 

GardenFest Pansy Sale 
 

March 17  9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Hoosier Harvest Church 

4085 Leonard Road 
Martinsville, Indiana 46151 

 
Join the Morgan County Master Gar-
deners for a great day and earn three 
hours of free Master Gardener educa-
tion, do some garden shopping at the 
30+ vendors, and grab your lunch from 
a visiting food truck. For more infor-
mation see www.morgancountymaster 
gardeners.org. 
 
 

What’s Happening  
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No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn 
                                                                                                                                                             Hal Borland  



 

Expo Exchange      Florida  
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The Garden Expo is coming soon!  
April 28th will be here before you 
know it. Please think about volunteer-
ing for the Expo and contact Dee Dee 
Long to get on the volunteer list. Also, 
think about starting seedlings for the 
plant sale; any plants - vegetables and 
flowers - are welcome, but tomato 
seedlings, especially Heirloom, are 
needed. Any plants that you want to 
divide in your yard and bring are also 
welcome. Go through your Garden 
tools and yard décor to donate to the 
Garden Shed. Also, think about baking 
some cookies, pies, or cake and bread 
for the Café. Please package them in 
baggies with two or three cookies to a 
bag and label each container. If you 
don’t want to package them yourself, 
then bring some bags with you for our 
Café committee to do so. We are hav-
ing a scholarship raffle and Master 
Gardeners can purchase raffle tickets 
for the drawing. Please plan on partici-
pating, as this is our largest fundraiser 
and supports all of our gardening ac-
tivities for the year, we need your help! 
 
 Cheryl McCool 
 Chairperson for the Garden Expo 
 

Just Desserts Garden Café 
 
If you are baking cookies, please bag 
three medium cookies to each bag.  
Also be sure to label what kind of 
cookie it is and identify if there are 
nuts, gluten free, sugar free, or any-
thing special. For cakes, pies, or any-
thing sticky, I think it would be best if 
we cut and bag items on a small plate 
on Friday or the day of the Expo. 
Please label what you bring so that we 
will know how to do specific labels for 
each item. We would like to ask Mas-
ter Gardeners to supply a box of sand-
wich size, zip lock bags or a package 
of small plates if they are not bagging 
their items. This will help so that we 
are not using up all of our profits to 
purchase supplies.   
 

 Thanks for all of your help! Happy Baking! 
 Jeri Bosworth Parker 

 

Plant Sale Info 
 
With the Expo coming, it’s a good 
time to review plants for the Plant Sale 
that we DON’T want you to bring.  
 
Here is a link to Invasive Plants in In-
diana. It’s also a link on our web site 
under “MG Links”: http://www.tippe 
canoemastergardener.org/s/Invasive-
Plants-in-Indiana2.pdf. 
 
 Andy Hughes 
 MGATC Webmaster 
 

Garden Shed 
 

Gee-Gaws….Do-Dads… 
Thing-a-ma-Bobs…Gem-Cracks 

 
This is a good time to clean out your 
basement, garage, or wherever you 
stash all your garden ‘stuff.’ Donate 
whatever you no longer use, have room 
for, know what it is, or want, and we’ll 
find a new home for it. The list below 
will give you some ideas: books and 
magazines; garden related tools 
(shovels, rakes, etc.); hand tools; pots 
and fancy pots (empty of soil); garden 
flags and holders; fence and garden 
stakes; bird feeders and bird houses; 
garden ornaments; chimes; ‘rusty 
stuff’; scarecrows; plant markers; 
clean, unused garden gear like gloves 
and hats; wreaths; stepping stones; 
hoses; fountains; artificial flowers; gar-
den furniture; containers that could be 
used for planters; rain gauges; pavers; 
baskets; thermometers; outdoor 
clocks; buckets; garden related picture 
frames; dishes; linens; garden totes; 
sprinklers; vases; large and small 
hooks; you get the idea…..stuff! All 
items should be gently used. Please no 
chemicals or fertilizers. Drop your 
‘thingies’ off Friday afternoon or early 
Saturday morning before the Expo and 
we’ll do the rest.  
 

 Thanks, Candy Sheagley 
 765-563-3497 (home), 765-494-7311(work) 

 candy@purdue.edu 
 
 

Connection 
 
The Naples Botanical Garden is my 
happy place. This is my fifth year of 
volunteering in the Idea Garden. I also 
enjoy an art class in the garden weekly. 
And Radar the dog loves Dog Days at 
the garden. 
 
The garden, and much of Naples, was 
hit hard by hurricane Irma. Over 500 
trees were blown over or damaged by 
the hurricane in the garden. More than 
200 trees were saved. Many of the 
beds were also affected, as the shade 
canopy was gone and the plants quick-
ly began showing signs of sunburn in 
Florida’s hot sun. Overall it was esti-
mated that one-third of the plant ma-
terial was lost due to hurricane Irma. 
 
Volunteers, staff, board members, and 
the community are all working togeth-
er on the project “Replant and Re-
grow.” Not only does it take thousands 
of person hours in the Garden, but 
thousands of dollars to replace signifi-
cant plant species, especially plants 
considered to be endangered or threat-
ened in the wild. Interestingly, if you 
have never visited the Garden before, 
you would not be aware of the loss or 
damage. The Garden is still a beautiful 
place for all your senses. And I am sure 
with all of the community’s support, 
will just continue to WOW. 
 

 See you this spring, Esther 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/s/Invasive-Plants-in-Indiana2.pdf
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/s/Invasive-Plants-in-Indiana2.pdf
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/s/Invasive-Plants-in-Indiana2.pdf
tel:(765)%20563-3497
mailto:candy@purdue.edu


Gadgets        Book Updates 

(continued from back) 

 
We wait until about March 25 to start 
tomatoes and grow them under lights. 
We won’t plant out tender veg like 
tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, and 
squash until mid May to be safe. 
 
Some gardeners like to plant seeds  
directly into cell packs, pots, or flats. 
Others prefer pre-germinating seeds to 
avoid wasting space and potting mix. 
You can use a paper towel and/or cof-
fee filter and plastic bag - similar to 
the seed germination test we described 
in the February issue of the Garden Beet. 
Seed roots are less likely to grow into a 
coffee filter. Remember to label each 
plastic bag and/or paper towel.  
 
Watch a different paper towel and 
baggy method for germination: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dirz0WI 
MQi0. This gardener uses a single lay-
er of white paper towel shop “rags” – 
the kind sold in paint departments. He 
turns the bag upside down so seeds are 
on the bottom and roots grow down-
ward. It’s easy to check for germina-
tion without opening the bag or un-
folding paper towel.  
 
You can also use a plastic seed 
sprouter made for edible sprouts like 
alfalfa, bean sprouts, etc. See how-to 
at: https://gardenerscorner.co.uk/
threads/germinating-seeds-quickly. 
33704/. Kathryn was inspired to repur-
pose our old sprouter for this. To  
make sure it’s sterile for seed starting, 
we’ll clean it with soap and hot  
water, then rinse with a 10% bleach  
and water solution.   
 
After seeds spout with any of these 
methods, carefully move them one by 
one to small pots, seed flats, or six-
packs filled with pre-moistened sterile 
potting mix. Some folks have mastered 
the art of gently moving each seed 
with a small tweezers without crush-
ing the tender cotyledons or stem or 
root. We prefer to use a toothpick or 
bamboo skewer. Often the simplest 
tools are the best. Soaking the paper 

towel or coffee filter in a dish with a 
lot of water helps loosen and float  
the seeds. 
 
Encouraged by INPAWS, native wild-
flowers are on our list of seeds to start. 
And we just got the newest INPAWS 
brochure listing Indiana Invasive 
Plants. One ornamental grass (Chinese 
Maiden Grass, Miscanthus sinensis) is 
prominently featured as one of the re-
ally bad guys. We used to deadhead 
this every autumn to prevent spread of 
seeds. But we’ve now decided that the 
most responsible thing to do is to dig 
it all out this year.  
 
March TO-DO List: 
 
 Collect and dry samples for soil test 

if the ground isn’t frozen. 
 Spread soil amendments like com-

post on vegetable beds so the 
worms have time to incorporate it 
into the soil.  

 Rake lawn areas, removing leaves, 
twigs, debris, and matted grass.  
Apply grass seed to bare patches. 

 Clean-up debris and leaves that 
piled up in areas around bulbs     
and perennials. Do this on a cloudy 
day so that tender, pale growth is 
not burned.  

 Replant any perennials that        
have heaved out of the ground    
during winter.  

 Cut back perennials that were     
left for winter interest before      
new growth begins. Hints: Tie      
up large bunches of ornamental 
grass before cutting them to make 
it easier. Electric hedge trimmers 
work well for cutting large orna-
mental grasses.  

 Watch for the earliest spring bulbs 
to emerge and feel renewed! 

 

No winter lasts 
forever; no spring 

skips its turn 
                                      Hal Borland  

 
The 2018 Green Book was inadvertent-
ly printed with two different versions. 
Some Green Books have more mistakes 
than others. Please check your Green 
Book for the following and make 
changes if necessary: 
 
 Page 3 - Co-Presidents, Cheryl 

McCool, 447-9338 or 413-1686;      
Jolanie Roberts, 412-4821 

 Co-Vice Presidents, Jan Sadler Infor-
mation is correct; Dee Dee Long, 765-
586-2735 or 765-583-0084  

 Page 23 - Linda Gudeman, 
SCCLNG@gmail.com                         

 Page 37 - Marilyn Redmon, redmon 
marilyn@gmail.com, 1123 Courtland 
Avenue, Lafayette, IN 47905 

 Page 30 - Jan Knote, janknote@ 
gmail.com      

 Page 30 - John Knote, johnknote38@ 
gmail.com 

 Page 14 - Christine Alexander, 5628 
N. 600 E., Lafayette, IN 47905 

 Page 32 - Dee Dee Long, 765-586-
2735 or 765-583-0084 

 Page 44 - Marlene Walls, 1952 Indi-
an Trail Drive, West Lafayette, IN 
47906 

  
We do apologize for any inconven-
ience this has caused.   
  
The master file has been updated and 
posted to the webpage. 
 

MGATC Emails  
 
We would like to thank Donna Cum-
berland for her outstanding service to 
the Tippecanoe County Master Gar-
dener Association. For the past few 
years Donna has taken on the respon-
sibility for the Membership email com-
munication. Donna has stepped down 
as the chairperson.   
 
 Please begin sending your email blasts 
to dlong70@ivytech.edu. I will be 
sending out the blasts from now on.   
 
 Thank you, Dee Dee Long 
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 
When will it warm up? Farmer’s  
Almanac says our average last frost 
date is April 23 (50% probability). The 
National Weather Service records last 
frost as late as May 27 or as early as 
March 30. See: https://www.weather. 
gov/ind/frostfreezedate.   
 
March 1 is about eight or nine weeks 
before last frost. Get a jump on the 
season by starting cabbage, kale, broc-
coli, and similar tough guys indoors. 
Annual and perennial flowers that 
need 8-12 weeks for germination and 
growth before planting out should be 
started indoors now. Early cold hardy 
vegetables can go outside this month, 
especially if you can provide some pro-
tection like a floating row cover, 
cloche, or cold frame. See the Purdue  
Extension veg planting calendar: 
https://ag.purdue.edu/hla/pubs/HO/
HO-186.pdf.   

Parsley seed is notoriously difficult to 
germinate. A time-honored method is 
pouring very hot water (just off the 
boil) over parsley seeds in flats or  
pots. We use very hot tap water just 
when the seed is planted and it  
always works. 
 
We’ve already started propagating 
plants for the Garden Expo on April 
28. Cuttings of houseplants, succu-
lents, perennials, and herbs are coming 
along. We’re planning what vegetable 
and flower seeds to start this month.  
  
Sterile potting mix is important for 
starting seeds. Oven bags, the kind 
used at Thanksgiving for roasting tur-
keys, are great for sterilizing soil. Bake 
the soil at very low temperature (180-
200°F) for at least 30 minutes, so the 
soil reaches 180°F at the center. Use a 
meat thermometer to check. You can 

also microwave moist potting mix in 
oven bags for two or three minutes 
until the soil reaches 180°F - be sure to 
leave the bag open to vent the steam. 
Either method kills soil pathogens  
and bugs.  
 
An electric fan is a great tool for start-
ing seeds indoors. Air circulation helps 
prevent mold and damping off fungus 
that can kill seedlings. Young plants 
grow much stronger in response to 
moving in the breeze. If you don’t have 
a fan, run your hand over seedlings one 
or more times a day or give the flats a 
good back and forth shake. This 
“exercise” will make them studier and 
better prepared to survive outdoors. 

 (continued on page 7)  
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