
March 2019 

I am a failure at nurturing houseplants, 
or rather my house is completely lack-
ing in the environment which house-
plants need to thrive. Primarily, we 
don’t have the type of windows that 
would be hospitable to plants, and the 
trees block the sunlight. Several years 
ago, I was at an art/craft fair where 
there were vendors exhibiting air 
plants. I thought I could surely manage 
an air plant, and when I found some 
native plants scattered in a parking lot, 
I brought them home to give it a try. 
BIG MISTAKE. I put them on a win-
dow ledge in my laundry room and 
within a few days they had spewed out 
tons of seeds (picture dandelion fluff 
all over the room.) At the time, I did 
not know these were a type of brome-
liad, as are the more familiar pineapple 
and Spanish moss. 
 
Last week I attended a workshop on 
bromeliads and there were tables of 

plants for sale. I am a gardener that  
is drawn to plants that have interest-
ing foliage, and these plants certainly 
delivered. The foliage ranged from nee-
dle thin to broad and flat, symmetrical 
to outlandish, soft to prickly. There 
were colors ranging from shades of 
gold to green to maroon, and every-
thing in between. There were plenty 
with variegated leaves, and if they had 
a flower, it was just a bonus. I was 
smitten, and bought a few to place in a 
messy corner by the lanai. You can see 
the improvement in the before and 
after pictures.  
 
I was also pleased to learn that brome-
liads are good both in the landscape 
and as a houseplant. Inside, they will 
survive for many weeks in low light 
conditions, and will thrive in bright 
diffused light, but no direct sun. In 
nature, they collect water in the cup at 
the center of the plant (see the photo 

on page 6). In your home you can place 
the plant in a sink or shower, let water 
fill the cup and run over the leaves into 
the soil and then pour the water out  
of the cup. Little or no fertilizer is re-
quired if they are houseplants. Sounds 
easy to me, almost fool proof. I bought 
a half dozen small air plants to accent 
some shells I had found, so we will see 
how it goes. If you want to learn more 
about bromeliads, check out the web-
site of Tropiflora, LLC in Sarasota, or 
see if the library has a copy of “Brome-
liads” by Andrew Steens. I am current-
ly reading his book, mostly enjoying 
the photos. Wish me luck. 
 

Jolaine 
 

(See all of Jolaine’s photos on page 6.) 
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Programs 
 

March 5  6 p.m.  TCEO 
5:30 p.m. Social Time 

Bill Dilling’s Greenhouse 
Bill Dilling 

Bill is a MGATC Master Gardener. He 
will be speaking on greenhouses. This  
is our annual awards banquet with a 
carry-in dinner starting at 6 p.m. 
  

April 2  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 
6 p.m. Social Time 

Beetle Study 
Christie Shee 

Christie, Department of Entomology, 
Purdue University, will speak on a  
beetle study that she conducted in the 
summer of 2018 at the TCEO gardens. 
 

For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

All through the long winter,  
I dream of my garden. On  

the first day of spring, I dig 
my fingers deep into the  
soft earth. I can feel its  

energy, and my spirits soar. 
                                                                                           ~ Helen Hayes 
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Jan Sadler introduced Ren Hall, 
Nursery Inspector and Compliance 
Officer at the Indiana Department  
of Natural Resources Division of  
Entomology and Plant Pathology, at 
6:30 p.m. Her presentation, “Nursery 
Licensing: What Master Gardener 
Groups Need to Know,” described in-
vasive species and diseases common to 
Indiana, nursery and plant inspections, 
and recent updates to Indiana laws. 
 
Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 7:42 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the January monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the February issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the treasurer’s re-
port. The January beginning balance 
was $37,865; the end balance was 
$38,149. Income included dues and 
Garden Expo vendor fees; the only  
expense was $1,147 in security installa-
tion costs. Dues in the amount of $821 
have been received, which is 64% of 
the 2019 budgeted amount. As of Feb-
ruary 5th, Garden Expo vendors have 
submitted $610 in fees, which is 47% 
of the budgeted amount. 
 
Cheryl McCool detailed current  
vacant volunteer positions: Social 
Committee chairperson, Cumberland 
Adopt-A-Spot volunteers, and GAAP 
chairperson. The GAAP chairperson 
will be trained during the 2019 event. 
 
Cheryl McCool reminded members 
that the March meeting will include a 
carry-in meal at the extension office. 
Social time will begin at 5:30 p.m., the 
meal will begin at 6 p.m., and the 
speaker will begin around 6:30-7 p.m. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that the All-
Star security system has been success-
fully installed and no alarms have been 
set off. 
 
Monique Fontaine asked members to 
please consider donating plants for the 
Garden Expo plant sale. She requested 
that people do not donate invasive 

species, keep plants small enough for 
people to carry out, and make descrip-
tive tags. If you are in need of pots, 
contact Bill Dilling or Monique. There 
will be a potting party on Wednesday, 
April 3rd at 6 p.m.; all members are 
welcome to attend to pot plants and 
make tags. 
 
Jeri Bosworth Parker requested dona-
tions for the Garden Expo café, espe-
cially desserts like pies, cookies, and 
snack mixes. She asked that no refrig-
erated items be donated and do not 
cut up pies and cakes. All items will be 
$1. Collection time at the fairgrounds 
will begin Friday, April 26th at 3 p.m. 
Jeri also requested that anyone who 
knows of a person who needs a card to 
contact her. 
 
Cheryl McCool reminded members to 
donate any unused items for the Gar-
den Expo garden shed. She noted that 
more than 20 vendors and seven non-
profits will be at the Garden Expo; 
Tippecanoe Soil and Water Conserva-
tion will be holding their annual plant 
sale at the event. Dee Dee Long report-
ed that there are many volunteer posi-
tions still available. 
 
Kathryn Reeves thanked everyone 
who donated tea cups and succulents 
for her Garden Expo workshop and 
asked for donations of decorative grav-
el. Pat Miller is looking for Garden 
Expo raffle items to support MGATC’s 
annual $2,000 scholarship fund. Bird 
houses, new or unused items, and large 
garden tools are popular raffle items.  
Contact Pat with potential donations. 
 
Cheryl McCool asked the several in-
terns in attendance to raise their hands 
and encouraged them to become in-
volved in volunteer activities such as 
the Garden Expo. 
 
Jeri Bosworth Parker announced that 
the next education workshop will take 
place on February 16th. There will be 
two presentations: rain gardens and 
making fairy gardens. 
 

Cheryl McCool asked for donations of 
plastic bags for the state nursery’s do-
nation of 300 oak trees. She then asked 
for other announcements. Three-
pound plastic coffee containers are 
needed to hold plastic grocery bags in 
the demonstration garden. Sheila 
Koller updated members on her at-
tempts to grow lupine; which were 
initially unsuccessful but do appear to 
have worked on the second attempt. 
Jim Jeray announced that anyone 
could take the free Indiana festival 
guides at the extension office. 
 
With no further business, the meeting 
was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

 

Treasurer's  
Report 
 
February is one of those months to 
build up our reserves so that we can 
spend them on seeds, garden tools, and 
decorations, and generally “helping 
other grow” throughout the warmer 
months. Several vendors have already 
signed up to participate in the Garden 
Expo. If you have not paid your dues 
for 2019, please mail your check to  
Billie or bring it to the March meeting. 
See you there! 
 

Jim Jeray 
 
 

MGATC Minutes: February 5, 2019, 6:30 p.m., TCEO 



Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 6 p.m. In attendance were Ka-
ren Mitchell, Jim Jeray, Kristen Noel, 
Jerry Millard, Jeri Bosworth Parker, 
Jan Sadler, Dee Dee Long, Pat Miller, 
Cheryl McCool, Mary Quinn, and 
Monte Adams. 
 
Jerry Millard announced that he will 
be moving to Carmel, Indiana around 
the end of February to be close to his 
son. He thanked MGATC, noting that 
he enjoyed his time here and learned a 
lot of valuable information. 
 
The January Board minutes were ap-
proved as posted in the February issue 
of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray provided the treasurer’s re-
port. Since the February 5th monthly 
meeting, five additional vendors sub-
mitted forms and two additional peo-
ple paid dues. 
 
Mary Quinn reported on the state of 
the shade structure/gazebo in the 
Demonstration Gardens. The shade 
cover needs to be replaced every two 
years and the frame is beginning to 
degrade. As a result, Mary would like 
to replace the structure with a more 
permanent alternative. The Board then 
discussed options, including building 
permit and flood plain considerations, 
a concrete slab, different structure 
kits, and the cost. Cheryl McCool and 
Mary will work together on writing a 
grant to cover costs. 
 
Cheryl McCool noted that she would 
like to write a grant for installing an 
electrical system in the extension gar-
dens, as the security system will have 
to be moved once the extension office 
is sold. Jerry Millard added that a 
structure to house the system would 
also be needed. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she 
would be meeting with Indiana Soil 
and Water on February 8th, where 
they will share a plan regarding the 
proposed compost pile. Karen also 

asked about the security system  
keys. Jerry Millard will send the key 
recipient list before he moves. Karen 
noted that we will have to implement 
a new arm/disarm system when she 
moves from the extension office to  
the fairgrounds. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported that a Garden 
Expo planning meeting would take 
place on February 12th at 6 p.m. She 
asked for people to save newspaper 
and plastic bags for the trees. Pat Mil-
ler discussed plans to create banners 
that would advertise the Expo raffle 
and other events and shared the quot-
ed prices. Pat will purchase one 6 x 2 
foot sign for $72. 
 
Cheryl McCool noted that no one has 
volunteered to take over as Social 
Committee chair, which is a concern 
for the March carry-in meeting. Multi-
ple Board members volunteered to 
come help set up, as the room will not 
be available until 4:30 p.m. Eighteen-
20 table decorations will be purchased 
from the allocated budget and given 
away as door prizes at the event. 
 
Dee Dee Long discussed plans for the 
annual fall Hoedown dinner. She pro-
posed an “open mic night,” where 
members could share their successes, 
failures, and lessons from the 2019 
growing season. Members could also 
potentially submit photos of their  
gardens, which would be compiled 
into a slideshow to be displayed dur-
ing the evening. 
 
Jerry Millard introduced 2018 intern 
Monte Adams, who attended the 
meeting. He and Marilee Hayworth 
will take over the Indiana Veteran’s 
Home gardens. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl 
McCool adjourned the meeting  
at 6:59 p.m. 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 

Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 
 

Expo Exchange 
 

Plant Sale 
 
As we have discussed in our meetings, 
we don’t want to bring invasive plants 
for sale at the Expo.  
 
I was asked to put up information on 
our web site about invasive plants, and 
I’ve made a page at http://www.tippe 
canoemastergardener.org/invasive-
plants. 
 
I also made a link to this page on our 
MG LINKS page. 
 
There is a lot of information, and I 
found the INPS brochure on that page 
a good starting point, and something 
you can share with others. 
 

Andy Hughes MGATC webmaster 
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MGATC Board: February 7, 2019, 6 p.m., TCEO 

 5-Ingredient Easy White 

Chicken Chili (Gluten free) 
 

6 cups chicken stock 
4 cups cooked shredded chicken  

2 (15 ounce) cans, Great northern beans, 
drained 

2 cups (16 ounces) salsa verde (store 
bought or homemade) 

2 tsp. ground cumin  
 

Add chicken stock shredded chicken, beans, 

salsa and cumin to a large stockpot, and 

stir to combine. Heat over medium-high 

heat until boiling, then cover and reduce 

heat to medium-low and simmer for at 

least 5 minutes. Taste and season with salt 

and pepper, if needed. Serve warm with 

desired toppings. 

 
~ gimmesomeoven.com  

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/invasive-plants
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/invasive-plants
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/invasive-plants


Et Cetera 

Very Sad Goodbye 
 
I’m sad to announce leaving the 
MGATC. I love the organization, its 
members, and what the group does for 
the community. It has been seven years 
of fun and enjoyable challenges, but all 
good things must eventually end.  
 
The time has come for me to officially 
leave the area and move closer to rela-
tives. I will turn 80 this year and am 
aware that I am slowing down. No 
longer can I maintain the energetic 
pace required to fulfill my obligations, 
so I am passing the torch to all of you. 
One thing for certain - the torch will 
be in really good and capable hands.  
 
This organization and its members has 
meant so very much to me. I am proud 
to have been a member of the team and 
helped contribute to achieving the 
Master Gardener community goals. 
Thank-you for your support and 
friendship over the years. It has been 
my pleasure and privilege to have 
worked alongside all of you who un-
derstand how to bring the best out in 
each other.  
 
We have been involved in some out-
standing projects together. Hosting 
the 2017 State Master Gardener Con-
ference in West Lafayette being one of 
them. Our program of donating our 
crop yield to local food pantries help-
ing others less fortunate than our-
selves is another.  
 
I have purchased a home in Carmel 
near my son and his family. The plan is 
to be moving the end of February or 
the first of March. Many memories of 
friendship have been packed and now  
I must tackle preparing the household 
items to be moved.  
 
My wish for each of you is to enjoy  
as much future satisfaction from  
volunteering as I have. I discovered  
a whole new world of enjoyment after 
joining the MGATC under the direc-
tion of my wife, Pat (former president - 
now deceased).  

Again, my deepest heartfelt thanks to 
all of you for allowing me to be a part 
of such a wonderful organization. Each 
of you will be missed and remembered 
forever. Thanks to all! 
 

Jerry Millard, MGATC 
 

Thank You 
 
I would like to thank the Master Gar-
deners for the get well card. It was 
nice to get a piece of mail that was not 
from a medical provider! It is amazing 
what you can/cannot do with one 
hand ….. more cannot than can. The 
cast, I hope, will come off in another 
two weeks then some physical thera-
py. I’m looking forward to being back 
to almost normal in time to do some 
spring weeding and really normal for 
the Expo. 
 

Candy Sheagley 
 

Volunteering 
 

Indiana Flower and  
Patio Show 
  
Volunteers are needed for the Master 
Gardener Education Booth at the Indi-
ana Flower and Patio Show. This year 
the show runs from March 9-17.  
  
Tippecanoe County will be covering 
Saturday, March 16 from 10 a.m. to  
3 p.m. I have broken this time down  
to two shifts: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
and 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Volunteers 
will be signed up on a first come-first 
served basis.  
  
Four volunteers are needed for each of 
the time slots. You will receive free 
admission to the Flower and Patio 
Show. More information will follow as 
it is received.  
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Jan Sadler at gramma-
janx8@comcast.net and give her your 
first and second choice of times to 
work the booth. She will reply with 
confirmation of your scheduled time.  
 

RIP Squad 
 
The RIP Squad (Remove Invasive 
Plants) works to help protect our na-
tive plants. The March 2019 workdays  
to pull garlic mustard are 3-5 p.m. on 
the dates listed below. 
 
Weeding bags will be provided, but 
bring your own gardening gloves and 
dress for poison ivy. 
 
Tuesday, March 12: Celery Bog Nature 

Area 
Thursday, March 14: Prophet’s Rock 

Woods 
Tuesday, March 19: Michaud-

Sinninger Nature Area 
Thursday, March 21: Ross Hills Park 
Tuesday, March 26: Happy Hollow 

Park 
Thursday, March 28: Prophet’s Rock 

Woods   
 
For more information, contact Patty 
Jones at 765-463-3050 (land line/
voicemail) or email at  RemoveInva 
sivePlants.wcinpaws@gmail.com. RIP 
is sponsored by the West Central 
Chapter of the Indiana Native Plant 
Society (INPS) and the Sycamore 
Audubon Society (SAS) in cooperation 
with the West Lafayette Parks & Rec-
reation and the Tippecanoe County 
Parks & Recreation. 
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MGATC Workshop 
 
March 16  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 

Dan Child and Jenna Parks 
  
The first presenter will be Dan who 
has authored two books. He will be 
speaking on his second book “Into the 
Woods.”  Copies will be available for 
sale for $15 cash or check. A portion of 
the sales go to help fund the NICHES 
Land Trust. Dan will also have free 
copies of his first book, “Back Roads” 
for those attending. We will have a 
small book signing as time allows. 
  
Jenna, Interpretive Naturalist from 
Prophetstown State Park, will speak 
on plants that are grown at the park 
and their historical uses.   
  
Master Gardeners receive three educa-
tion hours for attending the workshop. 
  
This is free and open to the communi-
ty, so bring your friends and neighbors! 
   

Jeri Bosworth Parker  
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

February 27  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Climate Change in  
the Hoosier State 
Melissa Widhalm 

Climate change is not a far off problem 
in a far distant future, it is an urgent 
and highly relevant issue for every 
Hoosier. Melissa (Operations Man-
ager, Purdue Climate Change Research 
Center) will share conclusions from 
the newly released Indiana Climate 
Change Impacts Assessment in an  
attempt to answer the question: 
“What does climate change mean  
for Indiana?”  
 

March 6  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Planting for Pollinators 

Sandy Belth 
Learn about the biology and physiolo-
gy of butterflies and other pollinators 
with Sandy Belth (Assistant Natural- 

ist, Monroe County Parks Depart- 
ment). Host and nectar sources will 
also be covered to aid in planning 
spring landscaping. Jeff Belth’s book 
“Butterflies of Indiana: A Field Guide” 
will be available for purchase for $15 
cash only - a discount of $5, courtesy 
of Von’s Shops. 
 
This is the first of two programs  
for today. 
 

March 6  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
West Lafayette Parks &  

Recreation Updates 
Kathy Lorenzo 

Kathy (West Lafayette Parks & Recre-
ation Superintendent) will discuss 
current projects at the Morton Com-
munity Center, Happy Hollow Park, 
Cason Family Park, and Lilly Nature 
Center, and provide details on the pro-
posed Recreation and Aquatic Center.  
 

March 13  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Young Forests for  

Sustainable Habitats 
Lenny Farlee 

Lenny (Purdue Hardwood Tree Re-
generation & Improvement Center) 
reviews characteristics of young forest 
habitats and their benefits for wild-
life, then discusses management tech-
niques used to conserve the communi-
ties that depend on these forests.  
 
This is the first of two programs  
for today. 
 

March 13  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Invasives in Your County 

Amber Slaughterbeck 
Join us for this vital discussion on the 
Top 10 invasive species in Tippecanoe 
County, led by Amber (Regional Spe-
cialist, Indiana Invasives Initiative). 
Information will be shared about iden-
tification of each species, their im-
pacts, eradication techniques and 
tools, and how you can get involved in 
the Indiana Invasives Initiative.  
 
 
 

March 20  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Literary Naturalists and Journaling 

Mary Cutler and Brenda Moore 
After sharing some of the gems of envi-
ronmental literature, from both famil-
iar and new authors, Mary (Naturalist, 
Tippecanoe County Parks Depart-
ment) will explore the process of jour-
naling, from phenological and citizen 
scientist records to creative expres-
sions of the natural world. Brenda 
(Property Manager, Tippecanoe Coun-
ty Parks Department) will then lead  
a journal-making session with tips  
on how to add artistic elements to 
your writing.  
 

(continued on page 6) 
 

 

`Then you 
should say 
what you 
mean,' the 

March Hare 
went on. `I do,' 

Alice hastily 
replied; `at 

least - at least  
I mean what  
I say - that's 

the same thing, 
you know.' 

             ~ Lewis Carroll  

What’s Happening  
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Happening       
(continued from page 5) 

 
March 27  1-3 p.m.  LNC 

Novel Ecosystems 
Stephanie Frischie 

Stephanie (Agronomist/Native Plant 
Specialist, Xerces Society) expands 
our thinking of what is “natural” as she 
shares definitions and examples of 
novel ecosystems. Weather permit-
ting, a walk will follow on the Celery 
Bog trails: is it a novel ecosystem?  
 
LOCATIONS: 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue 
and McCormick Road at 1620 Lindberg Road. 

 

Free Bee Seminar 
 

March 23  10 a.m.-noon 
Daniel Turfgrass Center 
Cherry Lane, West Lafayette 

Solitary Bees 101: Basics for  
Gardeners and Bee Enthusiasts 

Helping You Help Polinators 
Heather Harvey 

Heather, owner of Bees Gone Wild, 
gives this native bee class. For more 
information, call Heather at 765-491-
0648, email her at heather@beeesgone 
wild.net, or visit beesgonewild.net. 
 
 

    

 Apple Cinnamon Butternut 

Squash Soup 
 
8 cups cubed seeded peeled butternut 

squash (2 medium) 

1 large apple, peeled, chopped 

1 large onion, cut into 1-inch pieces 

1 tablespoon packed brown sugar 

3/4 teaspoon salt 

3/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

1/8 teaspoon pepper 
3 cups chicken broth  

3/4 cup milk 

1 container (6 oz.) Greek Fat Free plain   

yogurt 

2 tablespoons chopped fresh chives 

 

In Dutch oven, mix squash, apple, onion, 

brown sugar, salt, cinnamon, and pepper.  

Add broth. Cover, heat to boiling over medi-

um-high heat. Reduce heat; simmer about 

20 minutes or until squash is tender. 

 
In blender or food processor, place one-

third of mixture. Cover; blend until smooth.  
Repeat twice to use up remaining soup. 

Return to Dutch oven, stir in milk and  

yogurt. Heat over low heat, stirring occa-

sionally, just until heated through. Ladle 

into bowls; sprinkle with chives.  
 

~ bettycrocker.com 



Gadgets         

(continued from back) 

 
Kathryn just eyeballed the angle and 
made a slow steady cut, making sure 
not to roll the cup as she guided it 
straight through the bandsaw. Below,  
Mike is showing the angled cut on our 
new soil scoop. Any ideas for the lefto-
ver top scrap? Maybe a collar to pro-
tect seedlings from wireworms?  
 
Kathryn cut the scoop at about a 45-
degree angle. A 60-degree angle may be 
better to get potting mix into very 
tight spaces. Rough bits on the cut 
edge were easily removed with a craft 
knife. You could also use a little sand-
paper. The cup shown below is a fairly 
thick plastic. We also made a few from 
thinner plastic cups for the Garden 
Expo “Master Gardener Make & Take 
Workshop: Teacup Planters & Succu-
lents.” We’ll see how those hold up 
with multiple users at Expo. After fill-
ing over a hundred little pots with 
potting mix for succulents, we just 
wish we’d made the soil scoop sooner!  
 
Another great tool for use indoors this 
time of year is a portable potting tray. 
These are also called tidy trays because 
they control the mess. Specialty pot-
ting trays in great colors can be found 
online. Our budget friendly option is 
plain old black cement mixing trays.  
We have several for mixing soil, pot- 
 

ting up, transplanting, weeding, hold-
ing soil when planting trees, etc. 
 
Sterile potting mix is important for 
starting seeds. Oven bags, the kind 
used at Thanksgiving for roasting tur-
keys, are great for sterilizing soil. Bake 
the soil at very low temperature (180-
200° F) for at least 30 minutes, so the 
soil reaches 180° F at the center. Use a 
meat thermometer to check. You can 
also microwave moist potting mix in 
oven bags for 2 or 3 minutes until the 
soil reaches 180° F - be sure to leave the 
bag open to vent the steam. Either 
method kills soil pathogens and bugs. 
We also have a Pyrex bowl that we 
use to microwave smaller amounts of 
potting mix. 
 
March TO-DO List: 
 
 Mark frost dates on calendar. The 

National Weather Service (https://
www.weather.gov/ind/frostfreeze 
date) records last frost as late as May 
27 or as early as March 30. Farmer’s 
Almanac says our average last frost 
date is April 23 (50% probability). 

 
 Start planning and growing plants 

for the Garden Expo Plant Sale on 
April 27, 2019.  

 
 Collect and dry samples for soil test 

if the ground isn’t frozen. 
 

 Spread soil amendments like com-
post on vegetable beds so the worms 
have time to incorporate it into      
the soil.  

 
 Rake lawn areas, removing leaves, 

twigs, debris, and matted grass. Ap-
ply grass seed to bare patches. 

 
 Clean-up debris and leaves that piled 

up in areas around bulbs and peren-
nials. Do this on a cloudy day so that 
tender, pale growth is not burned.  

 
 Replant any perennials that have 

heaved out of the ground during 
winter.  

 
 Cut back perennials that were left 

for winter interest before new 
growth begins later this month. 
Hints: Tie up large bunches of orna-
mental grass before cutting them to 
make it easier. Electric hedge trim-
mers work well for cutting large or-
namental grasses.  

 
 See more tips on houseplants, yard 

and garden from Rosie Lerner, Pur-
due University Extension Consumer 
Horticulture Specialist at: https://
www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardand 
garden/march-garden-calendar/. 

 
 Watch for the earliest spring bulbs 

to emerge and enjoy the new season! 
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Garden Gadgets and Tools  

 By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway 

 Sowing seeds for this year’s crop of 
vegetables and flowers really gets go-
ing this month - for home garden and 
the Master Gardener GARDEN EXPO 
Plant Sale. A good indoor gardening 
task for cold rainy days is repotting 
winter weary houseplants, especially 
if they are seriously pot bound. A soil 
scoop is a great tool for both these 
activities.   
 
Soil scoops are a traditional tool, used 
for centuries by bonsai gardeners. The 
shape of the scoop allows the garden-
er to pick up a good quantity of soil 
but, most importantly, control the 
precise amount and placement of the 
soil. If you’ve ever dropped potting 
mix off the sides of a trowel, you’ll in-
stantly understand the advantages of a 
soil scoop. 

Traditional scoops are usually metal, 
but we saw an elegant modern plastic 
soil scoop online. Its sleek design is 

beautiful, easy to use and easy to 
clean - a perfect marriage of form 
and function. After looking for 
similar plastic scoops, we found a 
number of different versions 
ranging in price from $2 to $25.  
 
And then we thought…we have a 
bandsaw…we can make one! To 
experiment, we got a few plastic 
cups (25 cents each) from a local 
thrift store. We looked for tall 
cups, made from sturdy but flexi-
ble plastic. An angled cut 
(approximately 45 to 60 degrees) 
seemed about right. Let us know 
if you have a crafty idea for this. 
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