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          Eliza- and Mari-  
 
Thanks to everyone who helped 
make the 2015 Garden Expo such 
a success! It takes a lot of hands 
to organize a successful event of 
this size, and we appreciate all 
the willing volunteers and plan-
ners who contributed their valu-
able time. Thanks especially to 
Cheryl McCool who ably guided 
the process this year and last.   
 
Thanks also to the volunteers 
who stepped forward to help 
plan the management of our  
Idea and Display Garden area  
at the extension office. A com-
mittee has been formed for  
this purpose - for more details, 
see the article about Idea Gar- 

 
 
dens in this issue. We expect 
that the gardens will be beauti-
ful this year, and next year for 
the Purdue Master Gardener 
State Conference! 
 
As she announced at the April 
meeting, Maribeth is leaving  
Purdue for a position at the Uni-
versity of Arizona, getting mar-
ried and moving to Tucson in 
early June. Thanks to everyone 
who has helped to make my 
years as a Hoosier master gar-
dener so wonderful - I appreciate 
each of you so much! 
 
              Keep green and growing, 
                      Maribeth and Elizabeth  

The Beat from the Beths 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 

                  http://tippecanoemastergardener.org/index.html                            http://www.hort.purdue.edu/mg/index.html 

          by Flora N. Fauna 
 
“We’re seeing three trends in 

tomato gardening,” reports Sue 
Amatangelo, Director of Seed 
Horticulture at Park Seed, one of 
the country’s oldest and most 
popular mail-order gardening 
companies. “First, people want 
the rich flavor and history of 
heirloom varieties, but with big-
ger yields and better-looking 
fruit than most of these older 
types can produce.” The solution 
is a new series called Heirloom  

 
 
Marriages, in which two classic  
varieties are crossed to create a 
new tomato with the advantages 
of both. Varieties such as Genu-
wine - a cross of the heirlooms 
Brandywine and Costoluto  
Genovese - offer the deep, tangy 
tomato flavor and aroma lacking 
in so many modern varieties, 
combined with improved plant 
vigor, crop size and appearance.  
 
                 (continued on page 4) 

The Latest Dirt 

Programs 
 

May 4  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

PPDL Hot Topics - What to 
Watch for in 2015 

Gail Ruhl 
Gail has a B.S. degree from Cor-
nell University and a M.S. in 
Plant Pathology from Purdue. 
During her 30 year tenure as an 
extension plant pathologist and 
diagnostician, she has diagnosed 
diseases and disorders on more 
than 30,000 plant samples from 
agronomic crops to landscape 
plants. Ms. Ruhl is regarded by 
her colleagues as one of the best 
diagnositions for field crops in 
the United States. 
 
You will not want to miss this 
update on common tree diseases, 
thousand cankers disease on  
walnut, boxwood blight and rose 
rosette disease. Come early and 
stay late. 
 

June 1  7 p.m.  
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Ben Rachwal 
Pharmacist Ben Rachwal will 
present a program on historical 
and current use of plant material 
in treatment of various ailments. 
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The meeting started with Ann Hunt 
presenting our scholarship winner 
for 2015, Kyle Marie Taylor, who 
received a $900 award from 
MGATC. Kyle Marie has a degree in 
hospitality and tourism but is seek-
ing an additional degree in Sustain-
able Food and Farming Systems. 
 
Roberta Crabtree introduced our 
new ag educator, Karen Mitchell, 
who will serve as the advisor to the 
Master Gardeners.  
 
Konie and Andy Hughes gave a 
presentation on Straw Bale Gardening 
which they planted in our demo 
gardens last year. It was a very  
interesting presentation. 
 
At 8:10 p.m. the business meeting 
was called to order by the presi-
dents, Maribeth and Elizabeth.   
 
The March business meeting 
minutes were approved, without 
changes, as printed in the Garden 
Beet by the group. 
 
Cheryl McCool gave a brief update 
on the Garden Expo and the need 
for volunteers, plants for the sale 
and garden shed items. Also, the 
need for baked goods for the café.  
She asked everyone to wear the 
green scarf so they would be easily 
identified as a MG for “ask a MG” 
questions from the public. Some 
questions were asked on parking 
and the membership was asked to 
park in the back of the hog barn.   
 
Beth Timmons asked for clarifica-
tion on counting educational  
hours for MGs.  
 
The co-presidents talked about our 
2016 state conference in Tippecanoe 
County which will be held at Four 
Points by Sheraton. The theme will 
be “Cultivating our Legacy.” There 
will have more volunteer meetings 
in the future and there is a need for 

people to secure sponsorships for 
the conference.  
 
Lynn Layden gave the financial re-
port for the organization. We cur-
rently have $12,728 in the bank and 
hopefully Garden Expo will bring in 
approximately $5,000. 
 
Lynn Layden also spoke on “Art in 
Bloom” in West Lafayette on June 
27th. Volunteers are needed to help 
out and she has order sheets for 
“yellow flowers” which are featured 
in this year’s show. You can also 
order flowers online at the West 
Lafayette city website.   
 
The co-presidents brought up the 
need for help in the Idea Gardens 
and Sue Swick suggested that per-
sons who are going to continue 
with their Idea Gardens email the 
co-presidents their intentions. The 
AAS Gardens will not be attended 
this year. Linda Cooper stated there 
is a map of the Display Gardens  
and Idea Gardens available at the 
Extension Office.  
 
Jerry Millard announced that Jim 
Smith has volunteered to take  
over the Colonial Gardens and that 
the clean-up of the gardens has  
already occurred. 
 
Brenda Carton was introduced as 
the manager for the rain gardens to 
be placed at the extension office. 
The funding for this project is com-
ing from the Wabash Enhancement 
Corporation and Purdue. The class, 
being held currently at Purdue on 
rain gardens, will be planting the 
garden and then other Master Gar-
deners will be trained to also help 
with maintaining the gardens. 
 
Maribeth Slebodnik then an-
nounced that she would be leaving 
the co-presidency and handing over 
her duties to Elizabeth in June of 
2015 as she has taken a librarian 
position in Arizona, her “dream 

job.” She hates leaving but wants  
to pursue this opportunity. She  
will join a Master Gardeners’ group 
in Arizona. 
 

Announcements: 
 

Peggy Housely asked if anyone 
knew anything about tower gar-
dens and no one had any infor-
mation. If you have information 
on this type of gardening, please 
contact Peggy. 
Jim Jeray announced that there 
were plenty of pots in the back   
of the room for planting for the 
Garden Expo. 
Billie Seaton announced that the 
green books should be online this 
coming weekend on our webpage 
at http://tippecanoe mastergar-
dener.org/index. html. 
Sue Hizer announced that GAAP, 
Great Annual Annual Planting, 
will take place May 7 at 9:30 a.m. 
at Columbia Park and Zoo, May 8 
at 9:30 a.m. at the courthouse, 
May 11 at the Art Museum and 
May 12 at the Veteran’s Home.  
Please bring a trowel, gloves and 
knee pads with you. Planting in 
light rain will occur, but not in a 
thunderstorm. Sign-ups are on the 
table in the back of the room.   
Jim Mallioux is in charge of the 
Dahlia Idea Gardens. He and Jim 
Smith will have a sale at their 
home on April 17 and 18 and will 
sell dahlia bulbs. 
Bill Dilling announced that he has 
three containers of canna bulbs 
outside of the extension office for 
anyone interested.  
John Pickett announced that he 
had three bags of water irises to 
give away.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.   
 
                      Respectfully submitted, 
          Cheryl McCool, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Minutes:  April 1, 2015, TCEO 
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MGATC Board Minutes: March 25, 2015, Fairgrounds 

Present: JoAn Messing, Lynn Lay-
den, Elizabeth Hartley, Jerry Mil-
lard, Dee Dilling, Roberta Crabtree, 
John Orick, Brenda Carton, Marlena 
Thomas and Cheryl McCool 
     John Orick opened the meeting 
by speaking on the Purdue Rain-
scaping Education Program which 
is fully funded by Purdue and the 
Wabash Valley Enhancement 
group. They have proposed a rain 
garden for the extension office 
parking lot. Class participants will 
install the plants. There is a team 
from Purdue who serve as advisors 
to the project, including Brenda 
Carton. Eventually care of the rain 
gardens will be done by MGs, but 
initially it will be done by the class.  
The hope is that the rain gardens 
will be adopted by Master Garden-
ers as a part of the extension office 
gardens. Beside the 20 plus who are 
taking the class at the extension 
office (nine of whom are MGs), oth-
ers can be trained to help assist. 
     Elizabeth suggested an article 
should be printed in the Garden Beet 
regarding the rain gardens and a 
board vote on maintaining the gar-
dens by MGs. 
     John Orick spoke about the state 
conference and said all was going 
well for our 2016 conference plan-
ning for Tippecanoe County. 
     Cheryl spoke of Jeff Phillips’ pre-
vious responsibilities for the Expo 
and shared with Roberta the need 
for assistance from her and our new 
ag educator and the need for sup-
plies to be brought from the exten-
sion office for the Expo. 
     Marlena Thomas spoke of the 
need for her to edit the Facebook 
page. Currently Ed Biskar is the ad-
ministrator of the site and we need 
to grant Marlena editing rights. 
     Marlena also spoke as to the cost 
of an ad in the Journal and Courier 
for the Expo. Three days of ads on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday  
prior to and the day of  Expo and  
an online add and advertisement  

in the TGIF section on Friday will 
be $617. The board agreed this  
was acceptable. 
     Cheryl is to email Greg Dean con-
cerning removal of the 2014 Expo 
information which is still on the 
website and posting the 2015 infor-
mation that has been sent to him.  
     Please remind the membership to 
wear the green bandanas at Expo. 
     Elizabeth and Maribeth have 
been meeting with John Orick re-
garding the state conference and 
they are getting ready to sign con-
tracts with the Four Points by Sher-
aton. The theme for our conference 
will be “Cultivating our Legacy.” 
There will be a preconference din-
ner on Thursday evening. To help 
fund our conference we need to 
look for sponsors locally. We will 
recieve about $1,000 from the  
Evansville conference. 
     Lynn sent a non-profits business 
report to the IRS. She was able to 
determine from our previous years 
that this is our 25th year as an or-
ganization. Discussion took place as 
to how we could celebrate this 
milestone in our organization. It 
was decided that probably the Hoe-
Down would be a good opportunity 
and we should invite all of the origi-
nal founding members. 
     Chuck and Barbara Burnell want 
to talk with us about an iris society 
and planting an iris garden onsite  
at the Community Gardens. Jerry 
has A-1 reserved as an area for  
the iris society to plant an iris gar-
den, but MGs would be taking care 
of these gardens. This will require  
further discussion. 
     Angela Rainwater and Kristel 
Kaye need to be contacted about 
sending an email on the change of 
meeting date for April to Wednes-
day, April 1st.  
     Maribeth and Elizabeth contact-
ed Roberta Crabtree regarding the 
AAS Garden and whether we would 
need to do it this year due to the 
lack of help in the Idea Gardens. 

Roberta says we will not have to 
plant the AAS Gardens this year.   
     There was discussion of whether 
there would be a bus trip this year 
and Elizabeth has spoken to Jolaine 
Roberts about it. Jolaine is to get 
back with Elizabeth on this. 
     The board voted then on the care 
of the rain gardens and it was unan-
imous that MGs would be responsi-
ble for the care of the new rain gar-
dens at the extension office. 
     The agenda for the April 1st meet-
ing was discussed: Expo updates 
will be given, the state conference, 
financials, rain garden and the cele-
bration of our 25th year. 
     Jerry has recently talked with 
Sheila Koller about the Bylaws. 
Sheila recently hurt her back and is 
unable to sit for long periods at the 
computer. Lynn volunteered to help 
with the Bylaws.  
     Lynn needs to talk with the IRS 
regarding our changing to a calen-
dar year. We may have to file Au-
gust-to-August and then a short 
three month time period to change 
calendars. 
     JoAn Messing stated the book 
club would be having its last meet-
ing of the year on April 14. She said 
they have all had fun and enjoyed 
the book club.  
     Jerry said that Jan Scarcelli’s son 
works for Fresh Thyme and they 
want to donate five to six, 55 gallon 
drums of product to MGs for com-
post that they throw away. We are 
going to refuse, as someone would 
have to pick this up daily, but will 
mention it at the MG meeting on 
the 1st to see if someone has any  
suggestions or reasons to use  
this compost. 
     The meeting was adjourned. 
 
                       Respectfully submitted, 
                                                   Cheryl A. McCool 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
Tomato Big Brandy is another 
Heirloom Marriage, this one 
pairing Brandywine with a vin-
tage variety called Big Dwarf to 
create a large pink-toned beef-
steak tomato, knobby and 
gnarled like an heirloom but 
blemish-free and quicker to fin-
ish than either of its parent varie-
ties. Another trend Amatangelo 
sees is the need for compact to-
mato varieties that can be grown 
in flowerpots or hanging baskets 
on the patio. New varieties such 
as Fantastico Hybrid, a trailing 
cherry tomato, fit neatly into a 
hanging basket yet bear 12 
pounds of fruit over the course of 
the season. And the final trend, 
“Well, it’s nothing new,” she ad-
mits. “Vegetable gardeners have 
always valued high yields and 
trouble-free, easy-to-grow 
plants. If you can combine that 
with really great flavor, you’ve 
got a winner.” Two new toma-
toes for 2015 seem to fit this bill: 
Big Yummy, a nearly seedless va-
riety offering 8- to 10-ounce fruit, 
has earned raves in taste tests; 
and Corleone, a plum or sala-
dette variety, offers enormous 
yields thanks to superior disease 
resistance. www.parkseed.com 
or 1-864-941-4521. 

  
“Guerrilla Grafters Secretly 

Graft Fruit-Bearing Branches on-
to San Francisco,” writes Mark 
Boyer. For the past two years, a 
group that calls themselves 
Guerrilla Grafters have been se-
cretly grafting fruit-bearing sci-
ons onto ornamental, non-
fruiting trees in San Francisco. 
City officials contend that Guer-

rilla Grafters are breaking the 
law, but their actions have been 
celebrated by proponents of ur-
ban agriculture. And they have 
been included in the US pavil-
ion’s Spontaneous Interventions 
exhibit at the Venice Biennale. 
The streets of San Francisco are 
lined with pear, plum and apple 
trees, but out of fear that the 
fruit would make a mess and at-
tract rodents, the city intention-
ally planted sterile trees that 
don’t bear fruit. By grafting fruit-
bearing branches on those trees, 
Guerrilla Grafters make fruit free 
and accessible to anyone who 
picks it. The group was started 
by Tara Hui, who started graft-
ing fruit-bearing branches onto 
city trees a few years ago.” Read 
more at http://inhabitat.com/
guerrilla-grafters-secretly-graft-
fruit-bearing-branches-onto-san-
francisco-trees/.  

 
The effortless beauty of “bed 

head” is all the rage in fashion 
right now, and gardeners are be-
ginning to follow suit with gar-
den beds that emphasize natural 
beauty as opposed to the primp-
ing and preening that goes into 
formal gardens. Garden Media 
Group pointed to the phenome-
non in their 2015 Garden Trends 
Report. GMG president Susan 
McCoy explains: “Purposefully 
un-styled outdoor spaces are the 
result of intentionally working 
within the natural landscape. 
This casual landscape style ex-
presses an effortless personality 
with an ‘anything goes’ attitude.” 
Wayside Gardens offers the fol-
lowing six tips for creating a  
bed-head style. 1. Landscaping-
Curvy. Keep the landscape’s  

natural hills and dales, connected 
with windy, curving paths. 2. 
Hardscaping-Minimal. Bed-head 
gardens rarely use garden struc-
tures, and when they do, the em-
phasis is on raw, natural materi-
als like stones and logs. 3. Plant 
arrangement-Mixed drifts. The 
key to a real bed head look is to 
mix together different plants in 
the way you might find on the 
prairie. Plants naturally grow in 
drifts, with strong clusters that 
thin out towards the edges and 
intersperse with their neighbors. 
4. Plant selection-Native and  
low-maintenance. The most  
popular plants for the style are 
native flowers like coreopsis, 
liatris, lantana, and especially 
taller ones like coneflowers and 
grasses like pink muhly grass or 
‘cassian’. Flowers that don’t need 
staking like single peonies are 
important because stakes ruin 
the illusion of a natural planting. 
5. Maintenance-Infrequent. The 
real beauty of an intentionally 
messy look is that it doesn’t re-
quire the constant maintenance 
of a well-manicured, formal gar-
den. Prune and weed sparingly to 
encourage more of an overgrown 
aesthetic. 6. Color Design-Wild. 
Color theory is abandoned and 
reds, purples, blues, and yellows 
all intermingle into a riot of col-
or! www.waysidegardens.com or 
1-864-941-4521. 

  
New ‘Tomato MD’ app now 

available for gardeners and pro-
fessionals from The American 
Phytopathological Society (APS). 
Tomato MD helps gardeners,  
 
                   (continued on page 8)  
  

Latest Dirt  

http://www.parkseed.com/
tel:1-864-941-4521
http://inhabitat.com/guerrilla-grafters-secretly-graft-fruit-bearing-branches-onto-san-francisco-trees/
http://inhabitat.com/guerrilla-grafters-secretly-graft-fruit-bearing-branches-onto-san-francisco-trees/
http://inhabitat.com/guerrilla-grafters-secretly-graft-fruit-bearing-branches-onto-san-francisco-trees/
http://inhabitat.com/guerrilla-grafters-secretly-graft-fruit-bearing-branches-onto-san-francisco-trees/
http://www.waysidegardens.com/
tel:1-864-941-4521
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Idea Gardens 
 
A committee has been formed to 
manage the Idea and Display 
Garden area at the Tippecanoe 
County Extension Office. Com-
mittee members are Mickey Pen-
rod (Chair), Renee Levans, John 
Pickett and Linda Stafford. They 
will be working to coordinate 
questions about the individual 
gardens and about the area as  
a whole.   
 
There are still several gardens 
that need caretakers for the 2015 
season. They include the Four 
Seasons garden, the No Fuss 
Rose garden, the Iris Walk, the 
Meditation garden, and the areas 
where AAS plants were formerly 
displayed. If you are interested in 
a garden space, contact Mickey 
Penrod or Maribeth Slebodnik.  
Remember that you are free to 
change the gardens - while some 
have roses and other perennials 
already planted, you get to de-
cide what you want to plant and 
maintain! Thanks to the Coopers 
for establishing these gardens 
and to everyone who has helped 
maintain and expand the area to 
its current beauty! 
 

Demonstration  
Garden   
 
Things are slowly coming to-
gether. The preliminary tilling is 
done. Don and Norma have a 
good start on their tomato and 
melon patch. The paths are get-
ting mulched. Soon it will be 
time to start planting, but most 
will wait until mid-May to avoid 
a late frost. Of course, weeders 
are welcome at any time. I will be 
in touch by email when the seri-

ous work begins. Hope to see my 
volunteers at the monthly meet-
ing to discuss the details.   
 

                                                             Jim Jeray 
 

Columbian Park Zoo 
  
Join your fellow Master Garden-
ers at the zoo Tuesday mornings 
at 9-11 a.m. from April 21st to  
August for gardening days at the 
zoo. Come for the entire two 
hours each week or any part as 
your schedule allows. If anoth-
er weekday morning works for 
you, call and make sure I am 
there before you come (I am re-
quired to be on site). Bring tools 
and gardening gloves or borrow 
ours. Master Gardeners who 
have volunteered before only 
need to come and wear your vol-
unteer shirt. Your Master Gar-
dener name tag is good to wear, 
but optional. New volunteers 
need to see Courtney to com-
plete a zoo volunteer applica-
tion, sign a background check 
form and get a T- shirt ($7)  
before volunteering.   
  
The Columbian Park Zoo will 
open for the season on Saturday, 
April 18 from 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
seven days a week. It is a Free 
zoo, so visit often and tell all 
your friends to stop by too. Each 
season we have lots of new baby 
goats; see who the new arrivals 
are this season. We had 18 baby 
goats last spring. The zoo hours 
extend to 7 p.m. in June.  
  
This year GAAP (Master Gar-
deners - Great Annual Annual 
Planting day) will be at Colum-
bian Park on Wednesday, May 7, 
at 9:30 a.m. You are welcome to 
come and help plant, (you do not 

have to be a zoo volunteer). We 
will be planting the triangle out 
front, the beds in front of the zoo 
and inside the zoo in the Butter-
fly Garden.   
  
Stop by and see the commemora-
tive brick in the courtyard inside 
the zoo entrance honoring long 
time Master Gardener zoo volun-
teer, John Reece dedicated by the 
zoo staff. 
 

                                                    Linda Cooper  

Garden Gossip 

 

 

Grilled Trout with Oregano  

 
4 whole trout (about 12 oz. each), 

cleaned and scaled  
 

Seasoning  

1 lemon, sliced into 8 rounds, plus 1 

lemon cut into wedges for garnish  

1 large bunch fresh oregano  
 

Garnish  

1 lemon, sliced into 8 rounds, plus 1 

lemon cut into wedges for garnish  

1 large bunch fresh oregano  

4 t. extra-virgin olive oil 

 

Lightly coat grill or broiler pan with 

cooking spray; heat grill or broiler. 

Sprinkle exterior and cavity of each 

fish with ¼ teaspoon salt, and season 

with pepper. Place two lemon rounds 

and a few oregano sprigs in cavity of 

each fish. Spray fish with cooking 

spray; place on grill or under broiler. 

Cook until golden and firm, about 4 

minutes on each side. Transfer to  

serving platter; drizzle each fish  

with 1 teaspoon oil. Garnish with  

lemon wedges and remaining oregano. 

Serves 4.  
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Cumberland  
Gardens 
 
The Cumberland Garden spring 
work date for planting annuals  
is May 2 at 10 a.m. The rain date 
is the 5th. 
 

MGATC Public  
Education Workshop 
 

May 2  9 a.m.–noon 
TCEO 

Landscaping with  
Garden Room 

John Schumann 
Preventing Backyard  

Soil Erosion 
Johanna Brown 

 

Art in Bloom 
 
     Art in Bloom is a garden tour 
of West Lafayette beautification 
award winners, sponsored by 
MGATC and the City of West 
Lafayette. It will be held on Sat-
urday, June 27, from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. and is free and open to the 
public. This year we are partners 
with the Indiana Glass Trail and 
each garden on the tour will have 
at least one glass artist, as well as 
artists in other media. Artwork 
will be displayed and available 
for sale. MGATC supplies the 
garden docents the day of the 
tour who welcome guests and 
answer questions about the gar-
dens and landscaping. This year’s 
gardens will be in New Chaun-
cey and central West Lafayette 
and will include many shady 
landscapes with beautiful  trees, 
hardscape and garden art.  
     Other Art in Bloom activities  
include a sale of annual flowers  
in this year’s color (Hello Yel- 
 
 

low) and the placing of yellow 
bows on the gardens of all previ-
ous beautification winners dur-
ing the month of June. The flow-
er sale order blank is on the City 
of West Lafayette website, with 
orders due April 27 and pick-up 
on May 2. Bows will be con-
structed the last part of  
May, and nimble fingers are 
needed to help us make nearly 
100 big floral bows as well as  
distributing them.  
 
Volunteer sign-up sheets for 
bow-making and garden docent-
ing will be available at the May 
MG meeting. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering, please con-
tact Lynn Layden at 463-2242 or 
laydenlm@gmail.com. This is a 
great activity that gives you vol-
unteer credit as well as educa-
tion hours if you tour gardens in 
addition to your shift. 
 

Wednesdays in  
The Wild 
 

April 29  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Field Guides 101:  

Putting a Name with  
those Wildflower Faces  

Mary Cutler 
Tippecanoe County Naturalist 

     Mary will shed some light on 
the complexities of choosing a 
field guide, and walk partici-
pants through the use of New-
comb’s Wildflower Guide (easily 
mastered by non-botanists). 
We’ll take our guides into the 
field and use them to ID spring 
flowers, while learning about the 
natural history, uses and folklore 
associated with the plants. Bring 
your Newcomb’s guide, if possi-
ble, or borrow or purchase one  
(at a discounted price of $15 
courtesy of Von’s Book Store) 
that day. 

May 6  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Landscaping with Native  

Shrubs & Trees  
Sally Weeks 

Purdue Dendrologist 

      Join Sally (author of two 
books on this topic) on a walk 
around the Celery Bog Nature 
Area talking about native shrubs 
and trees, and their use in your 
landscape no matter where  
you live. 
 

May 13  4-6 p.m.  LNC 
Amphibians in an Agriculture 

Dominated Landscape  
Dr. Bob Brodman  
Biology Professor  

St. Joseph’s College 

     Dr. Brodman will share in-
sights from his research regard-
ing amphibian populations and 
diversity in our fragmented land-
scape, and underscore the im-
portance of natural areas such as 
the Celery Bog. Following his 
indoor presentation, we’ll jour-
ney outside to see (and hear) 
which frogs are present in the 
Celery Bog wetlands. 
 

May 20  1-3 p.m.  STPK 
Walking Sticks and Wildflowers  

Angie Manuel 
Interpretive Naturalist 

     Angie will show you how to 
make your very own walking 
stick with rope handle and deco-
rations if you like. Then try out 
your stick on a woodland hike 
with Angie and Nick Harby 
(plant aficionado) in search of 
spring wildflowers - some rare, 
some tasty, all beautiful. Just $5 
covers all materials and fees in-
cluding the gate fee. 
 
                 (continued on page 8) 

What’s Happening  

mailto:laydenlm@gmail.com


Et Cetera                                   2015 Conference 

2015 MGATC Schol-
arship Recipient 

 

     Kyle  
       Marie  
       Taylor 
 
Kyle Taylor is 
the winner of 
the 2015 

MGATC scholarship for a Pur-
due University Horticulture stu-
dent. Kyle is a 2007 graduate of 
Benton Central High School and 
earned a degree in Hospitality 
and Tourism Management from 
Purdue in 2011. Kyle worked in 
that industry until 2014 when 
she realized she wanted to be 
involved in food sustainability. 
Sustainable Food and Farming 
Systems is a new curriculum at 
Purdue and the courses merge 
the social, environmental and 
economic aspects of farming and 
food sustainability. Courses in 
this curriculum give a holistic 
basis for farming and include en-
tomology, animal science and 
ecology. Kyle is able to use some 
core courses from her Hospitali-
ty degree and is enjoying the 
multidisciplinary courses in her 
new major. 
     Kyle is a thoughtful young 
woman and sees food sustaina-
bility as depicting a “life style” 
and the way that we produce 
and distribute our food. She 
wants to be a pioneer in a return 
to the farm movement and 
“Grow Local, Buy Local.” She is 
involved in the Purdue student 
farm and is currently working at 
a local hops farm. http://www. 
purdue.edu/sustainability/
initiatives/education_research/
courses.html. 

Just Desserts Bar 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH to our 
bakers for all the goodies; our 
volunteers who helped set-up, 
worked shifts and took down 
our booth; and to the Just Des-
serts Committee members for all 
their time in putting everything 
together. We look forward to 
another successful year in 2016! 
 

Dahlias 
 
Jim Mailloux will have dahlia 
tubers for sale at the May meet-
ing. Tubers are $2 each. 
 

All life’s  
lessons grow  

in the garden: 
birth,  

nurturing, 
growth,  

love,  
passion,  

obsession,  
joy,  

pain,  
heartbreak, 

death. 
                      ~Lee May 
 

June 4 - 6 
Dig. Sow. Grow. 

2015 Purdue Master  
Gardener State Conference 

University of Southern Indiana 
Evansville, Indiana 

 
The 2015 Purdue Master Gar-
dener State Conference starts 
with preconference tours on 
June 4 at the Western Kentucky 
Botanical Garden in Owensboro, 
at Utopia in the Gardens at New 
Harmony and Around the River 
City in Evansville. Thursday 
evening enjoy the BBQ and “sow” 
some new friends. The confer-
ence starts with keynote presen-
tations by Melinda Myers on 
Easy and Affordable Landscape Make-
overs, Paul Owen on The Slightly 
Different Gardener - Where Fantasy 
Meets Reality, Rosalind Creasy on 
Edible Landsacpes and William 
Cullina on Going Green with Native 
Ferns, Moss and Grasses. Breakout 
sessions include our own Rosie 
Lerner on Plant Propagation and 
Purdue Professor Tom Turpin on 
Good Bugs vs. Bad Bugs. 
 
There will be a silent auction of 
interest to gardeners and a live 
plant auction hosted by Paul 
Owen for special daylilies, or-
chids and more. Paul will also be 
sharing a one-of-a-kind oppor-
tunity to “Name Your Daylily!” 
 
There is still time to register. See 
the website, www.swimga.org, 
and the conference Facebook 
page for updated information on 
the conference. You can also 
email MGConf2015@twc.com. 
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Latest Dirt  

We come from the earth, we  return to  
the earth, and in between we garden.                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                      ~Author Unknown  

(continued from page 4) 
 
professional growers and consult-
ants identify and manage more 
than 35 key diseases, insects and 
physiological disorders of toma-
toes. Like all titles developed by 
APS PRESS, university experts in 
plant disease and entomology have 
reviewed all images - 210 in total - 
and information to ensure scien-
tific accuracy. And while the infor-
mation was written by scientists, 
it is very understandable and pub-
lished in an easy-to-use, non-
scientific format. Tomato MD is 
also fully downloadable, making it 
possible to use the app anywhere 
or anytime without a WIFI or cel-
lular connection. Download and 
review Tomato MD through the 
free APS ‘Plant Health’ for your 
iPad, iPhone or Android devices. 
The full version is just $2.99, and 
the demo version is free at http://
www.apsnet.org/apsstore/shopaps 
press/Pages/apps.aspx.  

   
News from Old Bulbs Gazette 

newsletter@oldhousegardens.com. 
Online now for your viewing 
pleasure are 14,000 antique garden 
catalogs. Biodiversity Heritage Li-
brary celebrated their online col-
lection of over 14,000 historic gar-
den catalogs with a week-long so-
cial media event called “Garden 
Stories.” Read the Library’s 12 blog 
posts about the history of garden 
catalogs, including ones on Shaker 
seeds, catalog art and “Leading La-
dies.” Click the “Older Posts” link 
at the bottom of each set of arti-
cles to see them all. Enjoy the 
thousands of antique catalog imag-
es the Library has posted at Flickr. 

Be sure to click on your favorite 
images to see others from the 
same catalog. Explore some of the 
Library’s thousands of digitized 
catalogs dating from 1782 to 1969. 
The Biodiversity Heritage Library 
is a consortium of natural history 
and botanical libraries working 
together to digitize “the legacy  
literature of biodiversity” and 
make it more widely available in  
a global “biodiversity commons.” 
The BHL’s catalogs were digitized 
mainly from the collections of the 
National Agriculture Library, 
which holds some 200,000 cata-
logs; the New York Botanical Gar-
den; the Missouri Botanical Gar-
den; and Cornell University. 
Browse the catalogs at http://
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
collection/seedcatalogs.  
 

Wednesdays 
(continued from page 6) 

 
May 27  1-5 p.m. 

NICHES/SB 
Exploring Shawnee Bottoms  

& Portland Arch  
Bob Easter 

NICHES Stewardship Manager 

     Join Bob on a hike at the 300+ 
acre Shawnee Bottoms property 
as well as the neighboring Na-
tional Natural Landmark, Port-
land Arch - both in Fountain 
County. We will discuss stew-
ardship, including prescribed 
fire, and talk about the special 
features of these natural areas 
such as exposed sandstone bed-
rock and glacial remnant white 
pine. Carpool from Lilly Nature 
Center at noon. 
 
 

June 3  1-3 p.m.  WNC 
Up-close Bird ID using Mist Nets 

Mick & Sally Weeks 
Purdue Department of Forestry  

& Natural Resources  

During this program, Mick and 
Sally will demonstrate the use of 
mist nets and identify the birds 
that come to the nets. A wonderful 
opportunity to get an up-close 
look at our local birds.  
 
LOCATIONS : 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
NICHES/SB (Shawnee Bottoms): Directions can be 
found at www.nicheslandtrust.org. 
STPK (Prophetstown State Park): Enter the park via 
Swisher Road (off North Ninth Street, just south of Battle 
Ground).  
WCP (Wild Cat Creek Park): 5201 Eisenhower Road, 
Lafayette, Indiana. 

 

 

Orange, Radicchio,  

and Oregano Salad 
 

1/2 c. fresh orange juice 

1 T. extra-virgin olive oil 

1 t.  red wine vinegar    

3/4 t.  Kosher salt    

1 T. chopped fresh oregano plus 2 T. 

leaves    

3 navel oranges 

1 head radicchio, torn into pieces    

1/2 c. thinly slivered red onion 

 

     In a small saucepan, cook juice over 

high heat until reduced to 2 tablespoons,  

about 5 minutes; let cool. In a small bowl, 

whisk together juice, oil, vinegar, salt,  

and chopped oregano.  

     Cut off ends and outer white mem-

brane from oranges; slice into rounds. In 

a bowl, gently toss oranges, radicchio,  

onion, and oregano leaves with dressing 

to coat. Serves 6.     
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Herb Bed 

(continued from back) 

 
Concerning the botanical names 
of common dittany, Cunila comes 
from the Greek “konilee” for 
marjoram, and the species name 
origanoides comes from Origanum, 
resembling oregano. Dittany was 
applied to this plant because of 
its similarities to dittany of Crete 
(Origanum dictamnus).  
  
Common dittany is a perennial 
herbaceous plant closely related 
to the common garden herbs 
mentioned above, all members of 
the aromatic square-stemmed 
mint family. In the wild, it is of-
ten found in dry rocky woods 
and clearings over most of the 
Midwest and eastern states 
where plant hardiness zones of 4 
to 8 are the norm. Look for a 
wiry-stemmed, branched peren-
nial that grows about one to two 
feet in height. Its one-inch-long 
leaves are toothed, opposite, and 
oval, almost triangular, with a 
broad base and lance-like point. 
Brush a leaf and you should smell 
the scent of oregano. Common 
dittany prefers full sun to part 
shade and moderately dry acidic 
soil. Once established, the herb 
will tolerate drought. 
  
In late summer, this otherwise 
unassuming plant explodes with 
soft round clusters of small,  
clear-purple flowers, arising 
from it leaf axils. Each flower  
is a tiny, 2-lobed upper and a 
broader 3-lobed lower lip. After 
the first fall frost, its leaves 
change from bright green to deep 
reddish-purple.  
  
Common dittany can be grown 
from seed, but the seeds are ex-

tremely small and difficult to 
find from purveyors. However, 
being a member of the mint fami-
ly, it is easily propagated by stem 
cuttings in the spring and sum-
mer, or plants can be divided. 
Common dittany is a good 
source of nectar for butterflies, 
skippers, bees and other insects. 
Be forewarned, though, common 
dittany spreads aggressively and 
will self-seed in the garden. If 
you can keep up with their 
spouting, seedlings are easily re-
moved and transplanted or com-
posted. Otherwise, reserve this 
plant for natural settings.  
  
Because common dittany ap-
pears dainty, it might be over-
looked as it grows on forest 
floors, usually under deciduous 
trees. But if you happen to brush 
against the plant, its high thymol 
content will alert you to its pres-
ence. Even in the dead of winter, 
stems retain their oregano-like 
scent. The minty qualities of the 
leaves have caused it to be 
brewed traditionally as a tea for 
medicinal and culinary uses. The 
Herb Society of America reports, 
“Historically, the plant was used 
as a stimulant and tonic to act on 
the nervous system. The Chero-
kee used the plant as an analge-
sic for headache, a cold remedy, 
snakebite remedy, febrifuge and 
as a gynecological aid (Moerman, 
p. 188). Its history of use for in-
ducing menstruation should be a 
reminder that those who are 
pregnant should not consume 
this plant. It also does not have 
Generally Recognized As Safe 
status from the FDA.” If using 
common dittany or any of its rel-
atives for medicinal purposes, 
keep in mind that all contain 

phytoprogesterones that may 
induce menstruation in women 
and should not be used by  
those who are, or who may be-
come, pregnant. 
  
Other uses for this herb have 
been as an insecticide, a nico-
tine-free tobacco, and an anti-
dote for sheep that have been 
poisoned by eating common  
laurel (Kalmia latifolia). The oil  
of common dittany is reputed  
to ease rheumatic and muscular 
pain and is well-known as a 
strong infection-fighter that it  
is often found in herbal remedies 
designed to treat respiratory  
and sinus congestion and infec-
tion, as well as cough, tonsillitis, 
bronchitis, asthma, and even  
emphysema. 
 
 

What was 
Paradise but 
a garden, an 
orchard of 
trees and 

herbs, full of 
pleasure and 
nothing there 
but delights. 

              ~William Lawson 
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
The Herb Society of America has 
designated common dittany 
(Cunila origanoides) as the Native 
Herb of the Year 2015. Because 
this dainty fragrant herb grows 
naturally throughout many 
American states, it has acquired 
numerous common names such 
as fairy skirts, stonemint, wild 
oregano, wild dittany, feverwort, 
mountain dittany, American dit-
tany and frost flowers.    
     
My favorites of these names are 
frost flowers and fairy skirts, 
names that refer to a phenome-
non that occurs when conditions 
are just right, usually on the first 

frosty mornings of autumn. I 
have also read reports of frost 
flowers in early spring, forming 
around the remaining dead 
stalks of last year’s plants.  
  
During late autumn, still-active 
roots send sap toward the stems, 
which will be cracked and begin-
ning to die back to the ground. 
As the sap from the root tries to 
make its way up through the 
cracked stems, freezing air turns 
the moisture-laden sap at the 
base of the stems into fluted, 
twisted, layered ribbons of ice 
that burst from the stems and 
sometimes look like an icy ver-
sion of Christmas ribbon candy 
or flower petals. Each icy design 

will be unique, and the form each 
one takes depends on where the 
slits are located on the stem and 
the amount of pressure forced 
through them.   
 
If you want to learn more about 
these charming frost flowers, Dr. 
James R. Carter, professor emeri-
tus in the Department of Geogra-
phy-Geology at Illinois State 
University, is a good resource. 
Check out his website: http://
my.ilstu.edu/~jrcarter/ice/ or read 
his article “Flowers and Ribbons 
of Ice” in the September-October 
2013 issue of American Scientist, 
available on the Internet, also. 

The Herb Bed  

 (continued on page 9)  
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