
May 2016 

The old saying is “March comes in like 
a lion and goes out like a lamb.” It 
looks like April will do that too. Re-
member the rain, wind, snow? Will 
April showers …? Everyone seems eager 
to put plants and seeds into the 
ground. Perhaps you have decided 
what and where to plant - or maybe 
that decision is made on the fly. How-
ever you do it, the springtime weather 
gives one the push to plant and prune 
in expectation of home-grown flowers 
and vegetables. Already work has be-
gun in the demonstration and idea gar-
dens as we look forward to looking our 
best for the 2016 Purdue State Master 
Gardener Conference.  
 
There is so much to do - GAAP, Art in 
Bloom, Adopt-A-Spot, and community 

gardens. Participate, take home the 
satisfaction, and report your hours. 
 
Thanks to all who were part of our 
MG Expo. Thanks to all who started 
seeds and those who contributed per-
ennials for sale. There were lots of 
baked goodies and many unusual 
things contributed to the garden shed. 
The children’s area fulfilled its mission 
by teaching, and we hope encouraging, 
youngsters to be gardeners. We can-
not forget our vendors either. Their 
presence is a vital part of our Expo. 
Last, but most importantly, hats off to 
all the Tippecanoe County MGs who 
did the work.  
 
Thing are looking good as we antici-
pate our 2016 state conference in June. 

Committees have been hard at work 
for almost a year to make it a great 
event. John Orick, Elizabeth Hartley, 
and Jolaine Roberts have put incredi-
ble work into it. Participation by our 
members is strong and a source of 
pride for Tippecanoe County as host. 
Registration is going smoothly and the 
numbers are good. Interest in special 
events such as tours and the Thursday 
night party shows others are excited 
as well. Our association now has 200 
members and there is a place to volun-
teer for the conference for every one  
of us. 
 
We wish you the best with all of your 
horticultural projects.             
 

                                            Jerry and John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 
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             by Flora N. Fauna 

 
The full moon of May (May 21, 

2016) is called the Full Flower Moon. 
  
The people behind the Tower Gar-

dens, a vertical aeroponic garden for 
urban farming, claim they can produce 
fresh local food in half the time as con-
ventional growing, with 90% less wa-
ter and in 90% less space. The Tower 
Gardens, which were developed by 
Tim Blank, a leading horticulture and 
aeroponics expert who got his start 
interning at the futuristic hydroponic 
gardens of Disney’s EPCOT center, are 
now being used to efficiently grow 
food at a number of big venues, includ-
ing Chicago’s O’Hare airport, Giant 
Stadium, and the Google cafeteria.  

 
 
This technology allows the grower to 
control all elements of food produc-
tion, most importantly the quality and 
safety of the water. Nutrient-dense 
living produce can be harvested in half 
the amount of time as traditional or-
ganic farming and requires a fraction 
of the amount of time to maintain (up 
to 50% less time) all without the use 
of any soil. Best of all, the Tower Gar-
den eliminates the use of any harmful 
herbicides and pesticides. Check the 
system out at www.laurbanfarms.com. 

  
According to the Old Farmer’s Al-

manac 2016, the best days in May for 
planting above-ground crops are 19, 21; 
for planting below-ground plants 1-3, 

29, 30; to destroy pests and weeds 4, 5, 
31; harvest above-ground crops 7, 14-
16; harvest below-ground crops 24, 25. 
 
According to the Farmers’ Almanac 
2016, the best days in May for baking 
are 9, 10, 16-18; the best days for brew-
ing 1, 2, 28, 29. 
 
                               (continued on page 4) 

Programs 
 

May 3  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Idea & Display Gardens 
Mickey Penrod 

 
June 6  7 p.m.  TCEO 

6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Honeybees and His Hives 
Doug Jones 

The Latest Dirt 
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Cheryl McCool introduced Ann Hunt, 
Chair of the Scholarship Committee.  
Ann Hunt then presented this year’s 
$1,000 scholarship to Lowell Alan 
Hoskins, who is studying landscape 
architecture at Purdue University.   
Alan then gave a very nice acceptance 
speech for the scholarship 
 
Cheryl McCool then introduced the 
speaker for the evening, Karen Mitch-
ell, Ag and Natural Resources Exten-
sion Educator, Purdue Extension - 
Tippecanoe County. Karen’s topic for 
the evening was “Pesticide Manage-
ment: What Gardeners Should Know 
About Pesticides.” She discussed dif-
ferent options for safely managing 
pests, including how to prevent and/or 
control them.   
 
Jerry Millard thanked Karen Mitchell 
for her informative presentation and 
then called the meeting to order at  
8:15 p.m.   
 
The meeting was started with a mo-
ment of silence in memory of Jeff  
Phillips who passed away recently.  
Jeff was the Extension Educator for  
32 years before he retired in 2014. Jeff 
was a real asset to our community  
and our organization and will be 
greatly missed. 
 
The next issue of business was ap-
proval of the March meeting minutes. 
Jim Jeray noted a correction in the 
minutes - the number of pounds do-
nated from the Demonstration Gar-
dens was corrected to be over 6,000 
pounds. The Minutes were approved 
with this correction.   
 
Pat Miller then gave the Treasurer’s 
Report. She reported that, after in-
come and expenses were posted for 
March, the March 31, 2016 balance was 
$16,602.87. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported on the  
Garden Expo which is scheduled for 
April 23. Denise Ottinger had sign-up 

sheets available for baked goods. 
Setup for the Expo will be Friday, 

April 22. Karen Mitchell will give her 
pesticide presentation at the Expo and 
Laura Ingwell from Purdue University 
will speak on garden bugs. Monique 
Fontaine noted that donations of 
plants are needed as this is the 
MGATC’s biggest money maker of the 
Expo. Plants need to be potted and 
labeled. Monique also asked for boxes 
for the plant sale and noted that there 
were some free pots outside the front 
doors. Questions about the plant sale 
should be directed to either Monique 
Fontaine or Julianne Davis. Everyone 
was asked to bring their green scarves 
to the Expo on that day as volunteers 
need to wear them. Donations for the 
Garden Shed should be brought to 
TCEO or taken to the Shed on Friday, 
April 22. 
 
In regard to the 2016 State Conference, 
Elizabeth Hartley reported that over 
160 registrations have been submitted 
including 109 for Thursday’s reception.  
Thursday tours are filling up as well as 
the block of rooms at the hotel. Eliza-
beth noted that only 23 people have 
signed up to receive the volunteer re-
bate and urged others to volunteer as 
Tippecanoe County wants to have a 
strong showing at the conference. 
There is still a need for registration 
and greeters; and, there will be a  
session scheduled in June to fill the 
gift bags for the registrants. Theresa 
Silver is the volunteer coordinator for 
the conference. Ed Knoth reminded 
everyone that items are needed for  
the silent auction. John Pickett noted 
that so far only one photograph has 
been submitted for the photo contest 
and urged everyone to submit their 
photos to him by email. Elizabeth 
Hartley stated that no form is required 
for the $30 volunteer discount; just 
send in your registration less the $30 
volunteer discount. 
 
Jan Sadler, Co-Chair with Dee Dee 
Long for the Open House, reported 
that the Open House is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 10, 2016, from 1 p.m. to  
4 p.m. “Polinators” will be this year’s 
theme. There will be a band playing at 

the event; a plant sale; tomato tasting; 
activity for children; tours of the com-
munity, demo and idea gardens; and 
hot dogs will be served. In preparation 
for this event, we are asking members 
to grow and donate plants for the 
plant sale, grow tomatoes that will be 
ripe by July 10th for the tomato tast-
ing, and bake cookies. At the event, 
there will be many other volunteer 
opportunities. Signup sheets will be 
available at the May meeting.   
 
Andy Hughes reminded everyone  
to send their announcements to  
Donna Cumberland to be emailed to 
all members. Make sure she is aware  
if your announcement is urgent and 
needs to be sent immediately. Also, do 
not reply to the mass email as this is a 
one-way transmission.  
 
Sue Hiser announced that GAAP 
(Great Annual Annual Planting) is 
coming up soon. Dates (and rain 
dates) are listed in the April Garden 
Beet and signup sheets are available in 
the back of the room for each location 
(Columbian Park and Zoo, Lafayette 
Art Museum, Indiana Veteran’s Home, 
Tippecanoe County Courthouse, and 
the pedestrian bridge). Each location  
provides the plants and prepares the 
soil. We just do the planting. GAAP is 
a fun day to serve the community, so 
please make a commitment to help.   
 
Mona Cavanaugh also asked for volun-
teers to work at the zoo. She needs 
volunteers for Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.   
Thursday, April 26 is the first day to 
volunteer at the zoo. 
 
Everyone was reminded to report any 
changes in name, address, phone num-
ber, or email address to Billie Seaton. 
 
Sue Swick noted that eight to 12 inch 
rocks are needed to put around the 
lotus bog. 
 
                               (continued on page 7) 
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Present for the meeting were Jerry 
Millard, John Pickett, Jan Sadler, Pat 
Miller, Dee Dilling, Elizabeth Hartley, 
Cheryl McCool, and Carol Byers. 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
Jerry Millard at 6:08 p.m. 
 
With regard to the March 10, 2016 
Board meeting minutes, Jerry Millard 
noted that the $100 donation which 
was anonymously received was  
directed to Jim Mailloux and Jim 
Smith. The Minutes were approved 
with this correction. 
 
Cheryl McCool then reported on the 
Garden Expo. Twenty-five vendors are 
signed up along with nine nonprofits. 
All booths are filled with the excep-
tion of possibly one. Volunteers are 
needed for setup which is scheduled 
for Friday, April 22 from 9 a.m. to noon 
and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Karen Mitchell 
will speak on pesticides and Laura 
Ingwell from Purdue University will 
speak on garden bugs. Either Lynn 
Layden or Jerry Millard will act as 
Master of Ceremonies for the event. 
Cheryl will see that a reminder is sent 
to all Garden Expo volunteers. Pat 
Miller noted that volunteer cashiers 
will need to be trained on the Square. 
Two Squares have been purchased and 
set up; one will be placed at the Plant 
Sale and the other will be at the Gar-
den Shed. Pat will also see that cash 
boxes are placed at the Plant Sale, the 
Garden Shed, and the Dessert Café. In 
regard to the Square, we need to make 
sure electrical outlets are available in 
the event the iPads need to be charged. 
 
A report on the state conference was 
given by Elizabeth Hartley. Registra-
tions are at 191 and 132 reservations 
have been made for the Thursday even-
ing reception. Preconference events are 
also filling up nicely. Room reserva-
tions at the hotel are now over 60; if 80 
room reservations are made, we will 
get a 90% discount on our conference 
space. Volunteers are still needed for 
greeters, the silent auction, and Thurs-
day evening setup for vendors. Purdue 

will be paying some expenses and 
MGATC will be paying other expens-
es. Any receipts for conference expens-
es should be turned in to Pat Miller or 
John Orick. MGATC will earn funds 
from book sales, merchandise sales, the 
silent auction, and the vendors.   
 
Jan Sadler reported on the Open 
House which is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 10 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. with the 
theme of the event being Pollinators.   
Volunteer signup sheets will be availa-
ble at the May monthly meeting. Vol-
unteers will be needed for tomato tast-
ing, kids’ area, cookie and drink area, 
hot dog area, honey sale, and other are-
as throughout the gardens. A band, 
Zimdiana, has also been scheduled. 
Dee Dilling suggested contacting the 
Cub Scouts to help with the Mason 
bee homes which will be the project 
for the children in the kids’ area. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report, 
noting that most of the recent activity 
is from the Garden Expo and the state 
conference. Pat said that Don Nead is 
expecting a $500 grant from PFCU for 
his work in the Cumberland Commu-
nity Gardens. A suggestion was made 
to provide more detail in the Treasur-
er’s Report which is posted in the  
Garden Beet.    
 
Cheryl McCool is now on the exten-
sion board and reported that she has 
asked for an Indiana bicentennial flag 
and an additional $100 to be used for 
the extension office flag pole garden in 
order to have it looking great for the 
state conference. 
 
Jerry Millard then noted that the Fi-
nance Committee is supposed to con-
duct an audit of the Treasurer’s Report 
once a year and prepare a budget for 
the coming year. After the state confer-
ence, the Finance Committee will be 
asked to schedule a meeting to discuss 
the budget and to contact committee 
chairs for their budget input. In addi-
tion, the Finance Committee will need 
to determine who should perform the 
audit and get it scheduled. The new 

budget and audit report will both need 
to be submitted to the Board. 
 
Jerry Millard discussed the Master 
Gardener Support Person of the Year 
Award with the Board. This is an 
award designed to recognize someone 
who has contributed significantly to 
the association but does not actually 
work in the gardens. The award would 
be a plaque similar to the Master Gar-
dener of the Year award and would be 
presented at the March Awards Ban-
quet, along with the other awards.  
The Board did not have any changes to 
the award description/criteria which 
Jerry submitted at the March meeting.  
 
It was also suggested to have an Intern 
of the Year Award which would be 
presented to the outstanding Intern 
for his/her contributions to the associ-
ation. The Board was in favor of this 
award and after some discussion it 
was agreed to have this award cover 
the class time (the class usually starts 
in September) through the end of the 
next year and would also be a plaque 
which would be presented at the 
awards banquet in March. Jerry Mil-
lard will prepare a description of crite-
ria for this award for Board review at 
the May Board meeting. 
 
Jerry Millard then discussed whether 
the association should have liability 
insurance. Karen Mitchell told him 
that Purdue has umbrella liability cov-
erage which covers activities at a Pur-
due function such as the Garden Expo.  
She was not sure if Adopt-A-Spot was 
covered. Karen Mitchell will followup 
on this and report at the next meeting.  
Jerry Millard also noted that John 
Orick pointed out that we need to 
look into this and determine what  
coverage we have if something hap-
pens. Jerry Millard will get a quote  
on a $1,000,000 liability policy from 
Trent Johnson before the next Board 
meeting and this topic will then be 
discussed further.   
 
                      (continued on page 7) 
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From the May 1998 Garden Beet: 
  
1998 TCMGA Plant and Garden Sale 
 
In 1998 the TCMGA plant and garden 
sale was held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 9, at 101 Stadium Street 
in West Lafayette. Items sold were 
plants, garden tools, pots, baskets,  
garden books, or other items that 
might appeal to “would-be” garden-
ers. It was also decided (in what could 
well be regarded as a rather bold 
move) other garage sale items were 
accepted as well!   
  
Here is what Master Gardener Lynn 
Layden recollects about the event and 
those that followed ...  
  
“This impromptu sale, I think, was 
generated by a neighborhood garage 
sale. The MG potted up plants from 
her garden and invited fellow MG’s to 
bring down plants to sell. It was a hor-
ribly rainy date and the sale dragged 
on for at least the weekend but some 
$$$ was generated. The next year we 
had an internal plant sale at Cindy 
Scruggs house.....for every plant a MG 
brought to that meeting, they got a 
ticket they could trade for another 
plant. I think we also tried this plant 
exchange at the extension office one 
year. In 2002 we had our first commu-
nity garden tour and we sold our 
plants at the last home on the tour - 
Mary Firestone. We did these tours  
for either 3 or 4 years - the last plant 
sale as part of the tour was held at a 
church, either Trinity United Method-
ist or Congress Street Methodist. We 
had a container contest and Rosie was 
judge. The following year we started 
Garden Expo, based on what Boone 
County MG’s had been doing in Leba-
non and the plant sale took off.” 
 

                                                                   Dee Dee Long 

Thanks to all volunteers for your help  
          with the Expo. 
 

                                                              Cheryl McCool 

MGATC Scholarship 
 

L. Alan Hoskins, a 
single father of twin 
daughters, is 45 
years old, a full time 
student of Land-
scape Architecture 
at Purdue, and the 
winner of the Mas-
ter Gardener Associ-

ation of Tippecanoe County Scholar-
ship for 2016. Alan has had a passion 
for landscape design. In fact, for many 
years his father has encouraged Alan to 
study landscape design as Alan has 
worked in the green industry since his 
early teens. Currently he is employed 
part-time by Davidson’s Greenhouse in 
Crawfordsville. Future plans include 
completing his degree at Purdue 
(2018), going to Graduate School at 
the University of Illinois (Urbana-
Champaign) and then returning to 
Purdue to teach Landscape Design.  
 

Green Book Updates  
 
Please update the email address for 
June Foster to foster10@purdue.edu. 
 
Theresa Silver’s correct phone number 
is 765-414-4225. 
 
The email for Kay Falley should be 
kayfalley@gmail.com.   
 
Joyce Pearson is the new Chairman for 
the Hanna Center flower beds. 
 

Dirt 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Creating outdoor rooms has be-
come all the rage. Create one yourself 
with this simple privacy screen project 
from Proven Winners. It makes use of 
recycled wooden doors, shelves, and 
drawers. 1. Collect wood drawers and 
wood shelves in sets. The drawers 
should be at least 4'' tall to hold soil 
for plants and a maximum of 6'' deep 
so as not to throw off the balance of 
the screen. The shelves should be deep 

enough to help support the weight of 
the drawers. 2. Collect 3 wood doors 
that are relatively flat, the fewer panels 
the better, and about the same size  
and height. Gather materials: sandpa-
per, paint brush, outdoor paint, drop 
cloth, dust mask, work gloves, ham-
mer, power drill, small hooks, small 
nails to attach hooks, door hinges if 
not attached, nails/screws to attach 
door hinges, plants, soil, and plastic 
liner (optional). 3. Attach 2 to 3 hooks 
to the top of each shelf and drawer 
depending on their size and weight.  
4. Paint or seal the shelves, drawers, 
and hinges. A quick coat will give the 
pieces a weathered, textured look 
that’s perfectly imperfect. After the 
paint dries, you can even sand some 
areas for added effect. 5. Lay the doors 
on the ground and arrange drawers 
and shelves in a way that you like. 
Avoid door panel edges and try to at-
tach to even surfaces. 6. Nail small 
nails where you want the drawers  
and shelves to hang. Hang each piece 
onto the nails by the hooks you have 
attached. Or use a drill and screws.  
7. Move doors to the desired location. 
Get help to stand doors up in a zig-zag 
formation. Attach the door hinges so 
that they hold the doors in the for-
mation. If the doors will be standing 
on a flat surface in a protected area, the 
zig-zag might be enough to make them 
sturdy. If not, you may need to attach 
supports to the base, or dig trenches to 
hold the doors and support them by 
the surrounding soil. 7. Fill the draw-
ers with soil and plant with plants. For 
a romantic effect, use trailing plants 
that will trail down the door. From 
Proven Winners; see photos at http://
www.beauty. provenwinners.com/?
utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-
1&utm_medium=email&utm_source= 
emfluence#!privacy-screen/t0bg8. 
 
 

MGATC Roots     Et Cetera 

Expo Exchange 

mailto:foster10@purdue.edu
tel:765-414-4225
mailto:kayfalley@gmail.com
http://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/?utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=emfluence#%21privacy-screen/t0bg8
http://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/?utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=emfluence#%21privacy-screen/t0bg8
http://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/?utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=emfluence#%21privacy-screen/t0bg8
http://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/?utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=emfluence#%21privacy-screen/t0bg8
http://www.beauty.provenwinners.com/?utm_campaign=winners-circle-april-1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=emfluence#%21privacy-screen/t0bg8
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May MGATC Public  
Education Workshop 
 

May 14  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 
Creating Stepping Stones  

for Your Garden 
Leitha Stone 

and 
Rocks, Rocks, Rocks:  

Landscaping with Boulders,  
Rocks, & Stones 
John Schumann 

 

GAAP is Almost Here and 
We Need Volunteers 
 
More volunteers are needed at Colum-
bian Park and Zoo - at least 5-6! We 
also need 2-3 volunteers at the pedes-
trian bridge. Bridge volunteers are wel-
come at the court house after they are 
done at the bridge. 
 
Most of the plantings take an hour to 
an hour or two if we have enough 
hands planting, except at the Veteran’s 
Home which takes longer. We plant in 
light rain. If there is lightening we do 
not plant.   
 
Plan to sign up for GAAP at the May 
MGATC meeting or email Sue Hiser at 
landshiser@gmail.com when and 
where you can plant. GAAP planting 
days will be:  
   

Thursday, May 5, 9:30 a.m.: 
Columbian Park and Zoo; meet at 

the triangle 
Friday, May 6, 9:30 a.m.: 

Court House; meet at the corner of     
Columbia and 4th Streets 

Pedestrian Bridge; meet on the 
bridge  

Our rain date for Columbian Park and Zoo, the 
court house, and the bridge will be Friday, May 
6 at 1 p.m.; or, if it is raining, on Friday, May 13 
at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Monday, May 9, 9:30 a.m.: 
Lafayette Art Museum; meet at the 

parking lot off 10th Street   
Thursday, May 12, 9:30 a.m.: 

Indiana Veteran’s Home; meet at the 
gazebo   

Our rain date for the art museum and the Indi-
ana Veteran’s Home will be Friday, May 13 at 
9:30 a.m. 

Art in Bloom 
 
The eighth annual Art in Bloom Gar-
den Tour will be held on Saturday, 
June 25th in West Lafayette. This 
year’s theme honors the Indiana Bicen-
tennial - A Bicentennial Sampler: Gar-
dens Old and New. Prize winning gar-
dens around the city will be hosting 
artists who demonstrate their art and 
offer their work for sale. Master Gar-
deners have sponsored this event since 
it’s inception by helping to welcome 
visitors to each garden. The tour is free 
and open to the public from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Volunteers will work shifts 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon and noon to  
2 p.m. We have been able to assist the 
homeowner by welcoming visitors 
and answering questions about gar-
dening. If you are interested in touring 
the gardens yourself, this becomes a 
chance to earn educational credits as 
well as volunteer hours! Signup sheets 
will be available at the May Master 
Gardener meeting. 
 
The Art in Bloom committee also 
sponsors a sale of annuals in blue and 
gold to celebrate the Bicentennial. The 
flowers are ordered and prepaid at 
wholesale prices. Delivery will take 
place at the West Lafayette Farmer’s 
Market on May 14th. The dozen varie-
ties available this year can be seen on 
the city website at westlafayette.in. 
gov. Under search put in 2016 Art in 
Bloom Flower order form. Orders and 
prepayment must be received by May 
9th. If you have questions about the 
garden tour or the flowers, please  
contact Lynn Layden at 463-2242 or 
layden.lm@frontier.com.  

R.I.P. Squad 
 
The May workdays to pull garlic mus-
tard for the Remove Invasive Plants 
squad are from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on Tues-
days at the West Lafayette parks and 
Thursdays at the Tippecanoe County 
parks. Weeding bags will be provided; 
but bring your own gardening gloves,  
and plan to dress for poison ivy. 
Please contact Patty Jones (formerly 
Patty Rader) at 765-463-3050 or  
patricia.w.rader@gmail.com to check 
on “iffy” weather, or to verify the 
weeding area. 
 
West Lafayette park dates are: 
May 3 Happy Hollow Park 
May 10 Celery Bog Nature Area 
May 17 Celery Bog Nature Area 
May 24 Happy Hollow Park 
May 31 Michaud-Sinninger Nature 

Area 
 
Tippecanoe County park dates are: 
May 5 Ross Hills Park 
May 12 Prophet’s Rock Woods 
May 19 Ross Hills Park 
May 26 Prophet’s Rock Woods 
 
Celery Bog Nature Area, Scifres-Maier Woods 
& Marsh Trails: Meet at the parking lot closest 
to the Lilly Nature Center. The Lilly Nature 
Center is located on the north side of Lindberg 
Road between Northwestern Avenue and 
McCormick Road in West Lafayette. 
Happy Hollow Park: Meet in the last parking 
lot (near Shelter #4) after entering the park 
from Happy Hollow Road in West Lafayette. 
Michaud-Sinninger Nature Area (Cumberland 
Woods): Meet in the Athletic Complex park-
ing lot, Salisbury Street entrance, north of 
Cumberland Avenue in West Lafayette. 

 
                               (continued on page 6) 

 

What’s Happening  

Queer things happen in the garden 
in May. Little faces forgotten  

appear, and plants thought to be 
dead suddenly wave a little green 

hand to confound you. 
                                     ~W. E. Johns 

mailto:landshiser@gmail.com
http://westlafayette.in.gov
http://westlafayette.in.gov
mailto:layden.lm@frontier.com
mailto:patricia.w.rader@gmail.com
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Happening    

(continued from page 5) 

 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

April 27  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Field Guides 101: Putting a Name 

with those Wildflower Faces 
Program #1 

Mary Cutler 
Mary Cutler (Tippecanoe County Nat-
uralist) will shed some light on the 
complexities of choosing a field guide, 
and walk participants through the      
use of Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide 
(easily mastered by non-botanists). 
We’ll use our guides in the field to 
identify spring flowers, while learning 
about the the plants. Bring your New-
comb’s guide, if possible, or borrow or 
purchase one at the program at a dis-
counted price of $15, courtesy of Von’s 
Book Store. 
 

April 27  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Celebrating the 100th Anniversary 

of the National Park Service 
Program #2 

Dan Shepardson 
Dan Shepardson (Purdue Professor of 
Curriculum & Instruction/Earth, At-
mospheric & Planetary Sciences) and 
Purdue environmental education        
students will share the history of the 
National Park Service and virtually 
explore several of our national parks, 
highlighting the diversity and conser-
vation challenges of these treasured 
lands. 
 

May 4  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Spring Warblers & Other Migrants 

Susan Ulrich 
Susan Ulrich (avid birder and natural-
ist) gives an indoor talk about migra-
tion and the birds that are coming 
through our area. She then leads an        
outdoor bird walk at the Celery Bog 
Nature Area. Binoculars will be availa-
ble if needed. 

 
 

May 11  1-3 p.m.  NICHES/MGW 
Moyer Gould Woods  

Wildflower Hike  
Brad Weigel  

Join NICHES stewardship manager, 
Brad Weigel, for this hike in Carroll 
County along the Tippecanoe River.  
Spring wildflowers should be in full  
display and a side trip to a hidden cave 
will add some adventure to the hike.  
Brad will also discuss work NICHES 
has done at Moyer and will show us 
the site of a recent prescribed burn on 
the property.  
 

May 18  1-3 p.m.  SKATE 
Wabash River Quality Update 

Stan Lambert, Sara Peel,  
& Jay Beugly 

 The Wabash River Enhancement 
Corp (WREC) Executive Director 
Stan Lambert will review and update 
WREC’s activities and plans for along 
the river and WREC Director of Wa-
tershed Projects Sara Peel will share 
information on how the water quality 
in the Wabash River has changed        
over the years. We will then walk to 
the river, where Jay Beugly (Aquatics 
Ecology Specialist in the Purdue For-
estry & Natural Resources Depart-
ment) will show and talk about the 
wide variety of the fish that he just 
collected from the Wabash. 
 

May 25  8-10 p.m.  WNC 
Attracting & Collecting  

Insects at Night  
Jeff Holland 

As the summer sun sets, many insects 
emerge that are often not noticed dur-
ing the day. Jeff Holland (Associate 
Professor, Purdue Landscape Ecology 
Lab) will first introduce selected 
methods of attracting and collecting 
insects at night and then give partici-
pants a chance to try out these meth-
ods near the banks of Burnett Creek. 
Don’t forget to bring a flashlight. 
 

June 1  1-3 p.m.  WNC 
Up-close Bird ID using Mist Nets 

Amanda Beheler and Brian Beheler 
Amanda Beheler (avian ecologist with 
a variety of mist netting experience) 
and Brian Beheler (Purdue forester/
bird enthusiast) will demonstrate        
the use of mist nets and identify the 
birds that come to the nets during this 
program. A wonderful opportunity to 
get an up-close look at our local birds.  
 
LOCATIONS : 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
NICHES/MGW (Moyer Gould Woods): Meet at 1 p.m. in 
the property parking lot (directions can be found at 
www.nicheslandtrust.org) or carpool from WNC at 12:30. 
SKATE (Riverside Skate Center/Tapawingo Park): 
Located at 100 Tapawingo Drive North, West Lafayette. 
The skate center parking lot is off Brown Street.  
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle Ground,  
at the end of the Battlefield Monument parking lot off North 
9th Street. 

 

The Nature Conservancy 
 

May 6  9 a.m.-noon & 
May 14  9 a.m.-noon 

Fall Creek Gorge 
Warren County 

Invasive Species Removal 
Join us at Fall Creek Gorge, one of our 
most popular preserves, for a morning 
of pulling garlic mustard. Email Derek 
Luchik at dluchik@tnc.org or call  
317-626-0246 for more information.  

Flowers always make people better, happier, and more helpful; 
they are sunshine, food, and medicine for the soul.                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                               ~Luther Burbank 

http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/indiana/placesweprotect/fall-creek-gorge.xml
http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/indiana/journeywithnature/garlic-mustard.xml
mailto:dluchik@tnc.org
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Minutes    

(continued from page 2) 

 
JoAn Messing reported that the book 
group highly recommends that every-
one read, “Bringing Nature Home” by 
Douglas W. Tallamy. The book can be 
ordered through Amazon. A copy of 
the book was provided as tonight’s 
door prize. 
 
Lynn Layden announced that Art in 
Bloom is scheduled on June 25, 2016  
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Blue and gold 
flowers can be ordered from the  
West Lafayette city website for $10-
$12 per flat.  
 
Bill Dilling announced that he had gal-
lon and 4-inch pots in his car for those 
who need them. Also free canna tubers 
were available. If additional pots are 
needed, contact Bill.  
 
Perry Schnarr noted that docents are 
no longer needed at the greenhouse at 
Purdue University due to the school 
field trip cut backs. Tours are still 
available, but they are able to handle 
them without our volunteers. 
 
Joanne Liphard asked for volunteers to 
setup at 5:30 p.m. and take down 
chairs at the monthly meetings.  
 
Kim Baunach could not be at the  
meeting, but requested the following 
announcement to be made: the Wom-
en’s Shelter workday is scheduled for  
April 16, 2016 at 9 a.m. 

Ann Pickett announced that the Deco-
rating Committee for the state confer-
ence needs pint-sized canning jars and 
asked for donations to be brought to 
the May meeting. 
 
Pat Niswonger won the door prize. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

                                             Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                        Jan Sadler 
                                                  Recording Secretary 
 

Board Minutes 
(continued from page 3) 

 
The Board then discussed the associa-
tion creating a Grant Advisory person 
to help write grants. This person 
would track all grant requests to elim-
inate duplicate requests and keep a 
history of how often a particular place 
is contacted. This person would also 
keep copies of forms which are needed 
when requesting a grant. Jerry Millard 
noted that Laurie Madlung currently 
handles fund raising. Also, Sue Hiser 
was noted as a possible resource. It 
was also suggested to schedule a 
speaker to discuss fund raising and 
how to prepare a grant request. This 
topic will be discussed again at the 
May Board meeting. 
 
Jerry Millard noted that he is working 
on writing procedures for all commit-
tees of the association. 

Discussion was then held on whether 
or not to keep hard copies of associa-
tion documents. Jerry Millard checked 
with three sources and all felt that 
Google Cloud was extremely safe. It 
was agreed that hard copies of the Gar-
den Beet and Green Book could be de-
stroyed. Important documents such as 
IRS documents, Articles of Incorpora-
tion, Bylaws, and signed copies of the 
Board minutes should be kept. This 
topic will be discussed further at the 
May Board meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 

                                             Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                        Jan Sadler 
                                                   Recording Secretary 
  
 

What I need 
most of all  

are flowers,  
always,  
always. 

                    ~Claude Monet 
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More Happenings    

Greene County Flower & 
Patio Show 
 

April 29  10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
April 30  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Greene County Community 
Event Center  

4503 W State Road 54  
Bloomfield, Indiana  

 
The show features presentations, a 
kids’ booth, vendors, and delicious 
food. Free admission, parking, and  
tree seedlings.  
 

SWIMGA Plant Sale 
 

May 7  8 a.m.-5 p.m. (CT) 
Vanderburgh 4-H Center 

201 East Boonville-New Harmony Road 
Evansville, Indiana  

Dig…Plant…Grow!  
 
More than 10,000 plants will be for 
sale at the Vanderburgh 4-H Center.   
The plant sale is sponsored by the 
Southwestern Indiana Master Garden-
er Association, Inc. (SWIMGA).  
  
Perennial and annual flowers for sun 
and shade gardens, as well as water 
plants, vegetables, herbs, and beautiful 
Mother’s Day gifts will be available. 
Master Gardeners will be on hand 
throughout the day to answer garden-
ing questions.  
  
This plant sale provides the financial 
resources needed by SWIMGA to 
maintain nearly 20 public gardens in 
Vanderburgh, Warrick, and Posey 
counties including the 1.2-acre Master 
Gardener Display Garden in Evans-

ville. In addition to managing the ex-
quisite floral gardens, 10,000 pounds of 
vegetables are harvested by the Master 
Gardeners and donated to the Tri-
State Food Bank each year. 
  
For more information about the plant 
sale, please contact Rita Howell at  
812-582-0762 or howell@psci.net.  
 

Plant and Garden Sale 
 

June 24  9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Greene County Fairgrounds  

4503 W State Road 54  
Bloomfield, Indiana  

 
The plant and garden sale is sponsored 
by the Greene County Master Garden-
ers and offers home grown plants con-
sisting of perennials, daylilies, milk-
weed, herbs, succulents, and house 
plants. There will be new and used 
garden yard sale items. The sale will 
continue on 
 

June 25  9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Farmer’s Market at  

Linton City Park 
 

New England Exploration 
 

June 19-24 
GRAND ESTATES & HIDDEN 

TREASURES: A Cultural Journey 
to Southeast New England  

 
“With its varied climate and terrain, 
New England has always provided 
fertile ground for gardeners both rich 
and poor. Come join us for an in-depth 
exploration of the finest places this 

region has to offer. Mark Zelonis, for-
mer Deputy Director of Environmental 
& Historic Preservation at the Indian-
apolis Museum of Art, will lead you on 
a personal journey to many of his fa-
vorite former haunts. Included is one 
of the loveliest estate gardens in the 
country, Blithewold Mansion, Gar-
dens, and Arboretum which Mark 
oversaw for 14 years. Other grand sites 
include Doris Duke’s Rough Point,  
and the famous Blue Garden, both in 
fabulous Newport. 
  
“Out on Cape Cod we will see Herit-
age Museums & Gardens with its vast 
object collections of the late J.K. Lilly 
III set amongst lovely gardens of rho-
dodendrons, hydrangeas, and daylilies. 
And in Boston you’ll visit the magnifi-
cent Mount Auburn Cemetery, the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 
Garden in the Woods, Harvard Uni-
versity’s amazing “glass flowers”, and 
much more.  
 
“We hope you’ll wish to join us for an 
exciting week of horticultural and his-
toric treats, but space is limited for 
this exclusive special tour. For more 
information, please contact Mark 
Zelonis at mark.zelonis@att.net or at 
(317) 258-2071; or reach Jo Ann Carr  
at joann@interludetours.com or at 
(317) 913-0387.” 

tel:812.582.0762
mailto:howell@psci.net
mailto:mark.zelonis@att.net
tel:%28317%29%20258-2071
mailto:joann@interludetours.com
tel:%28317%29%20913-0387


Herb Bed 

(continued from back) 

 
China. There, too, the white peony has 
been cultivated for its root, one of the 
oldest remedies in traditional Chinese 
medicine, used to treat an array of mal-
adies. The bark, seeds, and flowers 
were discovered to have medicinal 
properties, as well.   
  
The name peony derives from the word 
“paeon,” the Greek physician of gods, 
who is said to have discovered the cu-
rative properties of the root of the 
plant. According to myth, Paeon was a 
student of Asclepius, the god of medi-
cine and healing. Leto, the goddess of 
fertility, once told Paeon of a special 
root growing on the slopes of Mt. 
Olympus, a root that would help 
soothe the pains of childbirth. Asclepi-
us became jealous of his student, and 
in his rage threatened to kill Paeon. In 
order to save Paeon, Zeus turned him 
into a peony flower so that he could 
continue to alleviate the pain of wom-
en in childbirth.  
  
The herbaceous peony is an easy to 
grow perennial. It is disease-resistant, 
and its water demands are minimal, 
once established. In Indiana, descend-
ants of some of the state’s earliest peo-
nies still grow today. They seem to 
thrive in our Hoosier climate by having 
the ability to withstand seasonal tem-
peratures and cold winters. Most her-
baceous peonies require full sun, good 
drainage, and little attention. Some, 
considered woodland peonies, will 
grow in shade.  

  
 
Before planting, choose a permanent 
site for your peonies and resist divid-
ing, unless, you wish to share with a 
friend. When disturbed or transplant-
ed, peonies may not bloom again for a 
few years. Left undisturbed, they are 
long-lived.  
  
Herbaceous peonies are generally 
planted in the fall by tubers with three 
to five “eyes.” Look for healthy, fleshy 
firm roots with eyes that are bright red 
in color. Peonies sometimes fail to 
bloom. For newly set plants, the most 
common cause is planting the crown 
too deeply. The main eyes of the crown 
should be planted one- to two-inches 
deep. If old plants fail to flower, lack of 
sunlight might be the cause. Most 
landscapes become shadier as they 
mature, causing a gradual loss of sun-
light. Flower bud diseases, especially 
botrytis blight during wet springs, can 
also be a problem.  
  
Next year, if winter conditions visit 
during early spring, remember that 
peonies are hardy plants, and frost 
rarely is a concern. If in doubt, place an 
overturned pot or light sheet over the 
plants before the frost, then remove as 
soon as possible the next day. Should 
they get frozen, be careful not to touch 
them for they may break. If in full 
flower and frost is anticipated, cover 
peonies to reduce the impact.  
  
Let’s hope that winter is through  
with us. 
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Peony Jelly Recipe  
  
1 quart peony petals from chemical-

free flowers from which bugs, 
brown and wilted petals, and green 
stems have been removed   

5 cups boiling water 

3 T. lemon juice  
3 c. granulated sugar 
1 pkg. liquid pectin or 2 T. powdered 

pectin 
 
Pour the boiling water over the peo-
ny petals. Let steep overnight. Strain 

the peony tea through cheesecloth in 
the morning. Stir in lemon juice and 
sugar. Bring to a boil until sugar is 
dissolved, about one minute. Stir in 
pectin. Bring to a boil, again, until 
liquid coats a spoon, about 3 minutes. 
Pour the amber-colored jelly into 

sterilized jars, seal, and process for 
ten minutes, or let cool and store in 
refrigerator.  
 

Pomegranate and  

Peony Martini 
  

Muddle 1 or 2 T. strawberries, (or 

other fruit/berry). Place muddled 
fruit into a shaker jar. Add 2 to 3 oz. 
Pomegranate Vodka, 2 to 3 oz. Pome-
granate Juice, 1 to 2 T. Peony Jelly 
(may substitute strawberry or rasp-
berry jelly), and ice. Shake well until 
jelly combines with other ingredients, 

and then strain ice out as you pour 
into martini glasses.   

MGATC garden prep. Look for more of 
our MG garden pictures in this issue. 
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
I spied a clump of herbaceous peonies 
peeking through still-cool garden soil 
in March. Their delicate burgundy 
leaves, impatient for spring, appeared 
eager to get growing. But as I write 
this in early April, winter has returned 
with wind, cold rain, hail, and snow. I 
hope that by the time you read this in 
May, the peonies will be well on their 
way to peak bloom time, which nor-
mally occurs around Memorial Day. 
  
In celebration of Indiana’s bicentenni-
al, let’s take a longer look at the peony, 
our state’s official flower. This fact 
causes many Hoosiers to scratch their 
heads in wonder, questioning why the 
1957 Indiana General Assembly desig-
nated the peony, which is native to 
China, as our state flower. Why not 
select one of our native wildflowers? 

Perhaps it was just because the peony 
is so beautiful! 
  
Peonies are known for their showy, 
fragrant flowers, which bloom in every 
color but blue. They offer distinct 
bloom forms with names that describe 
each: anemone, single, lotus, chrysan-
themum, rose, golden  circle, crown, 
and hundred proliferate, which con-
tains the most petals out of any peony 
form, at least 100 each.  
  
In their native China, peony flowers 
represent riches, prosperity, and hon-
or. During Victorian times, the peony 
represented bashfulness because mis-
chievous nymphs were said to hide in 
its magnificent petals. Today the peo-
ny reflects the sentiments of a happy 
marriage and is the symbol for the 12th 
wedding anniversary.  
  

Cut stems of peonies make lovely floral 
arrangements, whether in wedding 
flowers or every day arrangements. To 
extend their season by a week or two, 
store buds by cutting the flowers 
while still tight to slightly “marsh-
mallowy.” Wrap them in dry newspa-
per, and store on their sides in the re-
frigerator. When ready to use, re-cut 
stems before placing them in water.   
  
In full bloom, the peony exudes a  
distinct intoxicating fragrance that 
embodies romance. Chinese poet 
Basho described this intoxication best 
in his haiku, “a bee / staggers out / of 
the peony.” 
  
The white peony is one of the oldest 
plants cultivated for its flowers, a 
practice going back to 2000 B.C.E. in  

The Herb Bed  

 (continued on page 9)  


