
May 2017 

Winter is over! Many of us have al-
ready been active in our gardens and 
landscapes. Someone said to plant a 
seed is to have hope for the future. I 
can’t think of a group more optimistic 
than gardeners.   
 
A big thank you to all of the Master 
Gardeners who make our annual Expo 
a success. A lot of hours go into this 
project and we count on it for money 
to carry out our other projects. Don’t 
forget to thank our venders as we do 
business with them throughout the 
year. They, along with the plant sale, 
garden shed, and café make this an 
exciting public event. The ad on  
WLFI caught me by surprise. It was 

very well done. Publicity is key in get-
ting public participation.   
 
Don’t forget to turn in your volunteer 
hours. The new system is easy to use. 
If you report on a regular basis, you 
won’t have to think back and wonder 
what date did I do it and how long did 
I volunteer.   
 
We have a lot of projects for the sum-
mer. There are never too many people 
on any one of them. You are never 
butting in if you show up unan-
nounced for a Master Gardener pro-
ject! We’ll see you in the garden. Have 
a great summer.   
 

 John and Jerry 

A personal note: For several winters 
I’ve been interacting with the Univer-
sity of Florida Master Gardeners. By 
way of information, I learned that  
they have a much longer training pro-
gram and in the first year as an intern 
one is expected to volunteer for 75 
hours and add 10 more education 
hours. After that it’s 35 volunteer and 
10 education. I know many of our 
members volunteer more than this an-
nually. If you need help fertilizing your 
palm trees or trimming your bougain-
villea, I can help.  
 

 John  

From Two Js 

Garden  
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      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 
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Programs 
 

May 2  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Bee Care and All About Bees 
Ruth Coors 

  

June 6  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Purdue Bee Farm Garden 
Melinda Appold 

 

Note: the July meeting will be held 
at the Meig Farms. Please bring a 
lawn chair. 
 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

Before Today’s MGATC  
Gardeners, Part IV 
              By Sheila Koller 
 
When Monique Fontaine was 
MGATC president, we were all brain-
storming for monthly program ideas. I 
suggested one on community gardens, 
featuring those at Purdue. 
 
We me with the Married Student 
Housing director and her associate 
both very enthused to showcase their 
gardens. They arranged, via email, for 
any interested garden plot patrons to 
be in the gardens at the time of our 
meeting. I made handouts about Chi-
nese vegetables, enlisted a non-student 
plot renter, Sheila Gravel, to share her 
challenges and successes. (John and  
 

Sheila, in a recent year, hosted the 
West Lafayette Art in Bloom.) Sheila  
grows veggies as well as beautiful per-
ennial borders. 
 
MGs helped direct people to parking 
areas. Everyone strolled the gardens, 
gathering ideas for their home gardens 
and sharing watermelon or other 
grown crops offered by our hosts; 
many from lands far away. They ex-
plained their elaborate vining struc-
tures and expanded our knowledge of 
vertical gardening. In the shelter 
house, I gave a short program on com-
munity gardens in the Indianapolis 
and Chicago areas.  
 
 (continued on page 7) 



2 

The Tippecanoe County Master Gar-
deners meeting on April 4th started at 
7 p.m. with Cheryl McCool introduc-
ing the speaker for the evening, Fred 
Whitford, Purdue Professor and Direc-
tor of the Purdue Pesticide Program in 
the Department of Botany and Plant 
Pathology. Fred gave the presentation 
on “How to Use Your Fertilizer 
Spreader, a Hands on Workshop.”  
The presentation was very interesting 
and informative on how to calculate 
the amount of fertilizer your lawn 
needs and what items to use to spread 
the fertilizer. 
 
Cheryl then introduced, Jerry Millard 
as co-president and he started the 
business meeting at 8:04 p.m. 
 
Jerry presented Lynn Layden with a 
5,000 hour volunteer award since she 
was unable to attend the awards meet-
ing in March. 
 
Jerry then ask for corrections to the 
meeting minutes for March as present-
ed in the Garden Beet and there were no 
corrections, so the minutes passed for 
publication as printed. 
 
Pat Miller was asked to speak on the 
Treasurer’s report and she stated we 
had $34,000 in restricted funds. The 
state conference funds have not been 
cashed by Hendricks County. Dona-
tions for the irrigation system of 
$12,025 have been received and funds 
of $6,500 from the Master Gardener’s 
have been set aside. Mickey Penrod 
mentioned that two grants from the 
Community Foundation and Miracle 
Grow for the irrigation system have 
not been received as yet. Karen Mitch-
ell announced that we need to submit 
bills to the Community Foundation  
for reimbursement that we have al-
ready paid.   
 
Pat Miller also talked on the garden 
cart raffle. Tickets will be sold at the 
Expo and the sales will benefit the 
scholarship fund. She asked for dona-
tions for the cart and showed the cart 
which was donated by Carol Byers. 

Cheryl McCool, talked about the Gar-
den Expo and the need for volunteers 
with sign-up sheets at the back. She 
then asked Monique Fontaine to talk 
about the Plant Sale and marking 
plants brought to the sale. Monique 
asked for a volunteer to print pricing 
labels for the sale and Billie Seaton 
volunteered to print 3200 labels for 
the sale. Monique asked for volunteers 
to bring plants between 3 and 6 p.m. 
on Friday the 21st, but we will also 
accept plants on the morning of the 
sale. Plants should be labeled with 
care instructions, color (if applicable) 
biennial, perennial, annual, shade, sun, 
etc. as the more labeling the plant has 
the more we can ask for that item. Dig 
up your yard and bring it to the sale! 
Pots for planting are in back of the 
Extension Office for the taking. Greg 
Dean asked about the food vendor for 
the Expo and Cheryl told him it would 
be the EMT food truck and would be 
there from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day. Cheryl also asked for donations of 
baked goods for the Café and items for 
the Garden Shed to be donated. 
 
Karen talked about the irrigation sys-
tem being installed and started. We 
will have a map of the system, depend-
ing on the weather, the system should 
be completely installed by the end of 
next week. 
 
Kay Falley asked for volunteers to 
work at Springfest at Purdue this  
coming weekend. 
 
Karen Mitchell talked about the online 
meeting survey. She said 50 people had 
responded and 30 of them would like 
the meeting moved to 6:30 p.m., 10 
people want the meeting to stay as is, 
and 10 are flexible. It was asked for a 
show of hands as to who wants the 
meeting moved, and 34 of 82 present 
want the meeting moved to 6:30 p.m.   
 
Karen Mitchell also said she emailed 
about mentorship and volunteer op-
portunities. Jerry also announced that 
there were some volunteer openings 
 

for the Expo still available. Someone is 
needed to work the Purdue Plant and 
Diagnostic Lab booth at the Expo. 
 
Konie Hughes spoke about a volunteer 
meeting at the Extension Office on 
April 15th from 2-4 for the demonstra-
tion garden 
 
Jerry also announced that we need a 
volunteer for recording secretary and 
to please contact Sheila Koller regard-
ing interest in running in the fall. We 
need the volunteer before July.   
 
Tonia Kasica spoke about the public 
education offering on Saturday, April 
15th from 9 a.m. to noon at the Exten-
sion Office. Jeff Smith will speak on 
caring for Bonsai and Jan Wright will 
talk on turning trash into treasures. 
 
Sue Hizer announced her need for vol-
unteers for GAAP: Tuesday, May 2nd 
at Columbia Park; Tuesday, May 9th 
at the Veteran’s Home; Thursday,  
May 11th at the Art Museum, and Fri-
day, May 12th at the Courthouse and 
Pedestrian Bridge. 
 
Mickey Penrod asked for volunteers 
for the Idea and Display Gardens. She 
will be in the gardens this coming Sat-
urday from 10-12 and the following 
week on the 15th. 
 
Bill Dilling announced he has canna 
tubers in the back of his truck for us  
to take tonight, and also has pots  
for planting. 
 
Jerry Millard asked for any member 
data updates and got no response. 
 
Jerry also spoke on the Board review-
ing different venues for the annual 
awards banquet and holiday parties. 
The Board members were reviewing 
costs and making suggestions. 
 
Andy Hughes talked about the Expo  
being on Facebook and to go look at 
the page and send it to your friends. 
 
 (continued on page 3) 
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Jerry Millard called the meeting to  
order at 6:10 p.m. Present for the  
meeting were John Pickett, Jerry  
Millard, Pat Miller, Jan Sadler, Dee 
Dilling, Cheryl McCool, Carol Byers, 
and Karen Mitchell.   
 
The March Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the April 
issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report.  
After posting income and expenses  
for March, the ending balance in the 
checking account was $13,559.93 and 
the balance in the savings account  
was $10,527.64. Pat also noted that  
the $1,500 check to Hendricks County 
for the 2018 State Conference is  
still outstanding.   
 
Pat Miller also reported that the gar-
den cart for the Garden Expo has been 
filled. Raffle tickets will support the 
MGATC Scholarship Program. Tickets 
will be $1 each or six tickets for $5. It 
was agreed that the drawing will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. and the winner will 
not need to be present to win. If the 
winner is not present, the winner will 
be notified and can pick the cart up at 
the Extension Office. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that the new 
irrigation system is very close to being 
completed and should be fully func-
tional next week. Ace Hardware do-
nated new hose hangers and Julieann 
Davis is getting them installed. Addi-
tional funds from grants and donations 
will be used for the Extension Public 
Garden Phase II and will include: 1) 
setting up a proper composting system 
at the Extension Office, including a 
tractor to turn the compost; 2) main-
taining and repairing the irrigation 
system as needed; and 3) purchasing 
new tools including hoses, nozzles, 
and wheel barrels.   
 
In regard to the Garden Expo, Cheryl 
McCool noted that she will be sending 
out an email blast to all vendors  
regarding set-up time on Friday and 

Saturday morning, and reminding 
them that the Expo time is from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Cheryl reported that Dee Dee 
Long has plenty of volunteers. There 
will be three Squares set up for credit 
card sales - one for the Plant Sale, one 
for the Garden Shed and one for the 
Café. A recommendation was made to 
prepare comment cards for guests to 
complete regarding the Garden Expo.  
The comment card should include sug-
gestions for speaker topics. Cheryl 
McCool will contact Tonia Kasica for 
a sample comment card that she uses 
at workshop events. 
 
There were not enough votes cast to 
make a decision on changing the time 
of the monthly meetings from 7 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. Therefore, the Board decided 
to prepare ballots for the May meeting 
and have the greeters pass out and col-
lect the ballots as members enter the 
meeting. All prior votes will be set 
aside. When sending out the May 
meeting reminder, Jerry Millard will 
inform everyone that the final vote will 
be taken at the meeting and a decision 
will be made from that vote. Anyone 
wanting to vote needs to attend the 
May meeting.   
 
Pat Miller and Jan Sadler noted that 
they, along with Dee Dee Long, have 
narrowed down the possible meeting 
sites for the December 2017 Christmas 
meeting and the March 2018 Awards 
Banquet to two possibilities - Outpost 
Catering and Judy’s Catering. They 
plan to visit these two venues and  
will have information at the May meet-
ing. Karen Mitchell will contact the 
Beck Center regarding the cost to rent 
the center and have the dinner catered 
there. Karen was asked to report her 
findings to Jan Sadler, Pat Miller, and 
Dee Dee Long. 
 
Jerry Millard distributed copies of the 
“2017 Indiana Festival Guide” to all 
Board members. He noted that this 
guide has a circulation of over 500,000 
compared to the Journal and Courier’s 
14,000 circulation. The cheapest listing 

in the directory is $225. After discuss-
ing Jerry’s recommendation to have the 
Garden Expo listed in the directory, 
the Board agreed that more infor-
mation is needed. Jerry will contact 
Cheryl Borst to obtain prices for vari-
ous sized listings and also to obtain 
the deadline information. Cheryl Borst 
will be asked to attend the May Board 
meeting to review the information  
she receives. 
 
In order to increase revenue for the 
MGATC, the Board discussed the pos-
sibility of an admission charge for the 
Garden Expo. After a lengthy discus-
sion, it was agreed to not charge for 
the Expo at this time, but to revisit 
this idea after the fairgrounds have 
been renovated. Jerry Millard then 
asked the Board to think about other 
ideas to bring in additional revenue. 
 
Jerry Millard asked about any updates 
in membership addresses, phone num-
bers, etc. None were reported. 
 
As there was no other business to  
discuss, the meeting adjourned at   
7:40 p.m. 
     
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary 
 

Minutes 
(continued from page 2) 

 
Jerry talked about advertising in the 
Indiana Festival Guide next year for 
the Expo; also about the possibility  
of charging at the door to attend the 
Expo. Both Dee Dilling and Monique 
Fontaine spoke up and said they did 
not think charging at the door would 
help with attendance and thought we 
should leave it a free event. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Cheryl A. McCool for Jan Sadler 
 Recording Secretary 

MGATC Board: April 13, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO 
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GAAP Reminder 
 
GAAP planting dates are: 
 
 Tuesday, May 2, 9:30 a.m., Columbi-

an Park and Zoo, meet at the trian-
gle. Rain date for Columbian Park 
and Zoo will be Thursday, May 4 at 
9:30 a.m. 

 
 Tuesday, May 9, 9:30 a.m., Indiana 

Veteran’s Home, meet at the gazebo. 
 
 Thursday, May 11, 9:30 a.m., Lafa-

yette Art Museum, meet at parking 
lot off 10th Street. 

 
 Friday, May 12, 9:30 a.m., Court 

House, meet at the corner of Colum-
bia and 4th Streets. 

 
 Friday, May 12, 9:30 a.m., Pedestrian 

Bridge. 
 
The rain date for the Art Museum, the 
Indiana Veteran’s Home, and the 
Court House and Bridge will be Fri-
day, May 12 at 1 p.m. For questions - 
583-2624 or landshiser@gamail.com. 
 

 Sue Hiser 
 GAAP Coordinator 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

April 26  1-3 p.m. 
NICHES/WRC 

Wright Rock Creek Wildflower Walk 
Bob Easter 

NICHES has been very busy over the 
last few years revitalizing the woods at 
Wright Rock Creek in Warren Coun-
ty.  On this walk led by Bob Easter  
(NICHES Stewardship Manager), we 
will see the rich flora that is beginning 
to reassert itself. A carpool leaves at 
noon from LNC. 

May 3  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Spring Warblers & Other Migrants 

Susan Ulrich 
An indoor talk and a Celery Bog bird 
walk led by avid birder Susan Ulrich, 
will cover warblers, vireos, and other 
returning migrants. Bring binoculars. 
 

May 10  1-3 p.m.  CLEGG 
Clegg Garden Wildflower Walk 

Gus Nyberg 
Clegg Garden is home to a wide varie-
ty of beautiful wildflowers. Join Gus 
Nyberg (NICHES Executive Director) 
for a one-mile ramble on the trails 
along Wildcat Creek to view them. 
 

May 17  1-3 p.m.  PRWOODS 
Prophet’s Rock Woods  

Wildflower Hike 
Mary Cutler 

 Join Tippecanoe County Naturalist 
Mary Cutler and members of the West 
Central Chapter of the Indiana Native 
Plant & Wildflower Society (Patty 
Jones, Margareta Fong, Susan Ulrich, 
and Mary Sue Waser) as they share 
the history of the site and look for late 
blooming spring wildflowers, possibly 
including wild hyacinth and spring 
coralroot orchid. Wear sturdy shoes 
and bring binoculars. 
 

May 24  1-3 p.m.  MARTELL 
Forest Management at Martell:  

Balancing Resource Management, 
Research, & Teaching 

Brian Beheler 
Brian Beheler (Martell Property Man-
ager) will facilitate a trip through 
Martell, where we will meet research-
ers working on a variety of resource 
management projects related to silvi-
cultural techniques, invasive species, 
oak regeneration, bird response to 
management, and fire effects on squir-
rel nut storage. A “people mover” will 
provide transport to a distant site, but 

some hiking will be involved. Wear 
sturdy shoes. 
 

May 31  8-10 p.m.  WNC 
Insects of the Nights 

Jeff Holland 
Utilizing a variety of traps set to cap-
ture nocturnal insects, Jeff Holland 
(Associate Professor, Purdue’s Land-
scape Ecology Lab) will introduce par-
ticipants to the amazing life history of 
some of the unique insects that will be 
caught in these traps. Microscopes and 
simple keys will be provided to help 
point out the features used to identify 
the insects collected, many of which 
are seldom seen except at night! Bring 
flashlights and bug repellent. 
 

June 7  1-3 p.m.  WNC 
Up-close Bird ID using Mist Nets 

Mick & Sally Weeks 
Mick & Sally Weeks (Purdue Depart-
ment of Forestry & Natural Re-
sources) will demonstrate the use of 
mist nets and identify the birds that 
come to the nets during this program.  
A wonderful opportunity to get an up-
close look at our local birds!  
 
Locations: 
CLEGG (CLEGG Garden): In Lafayette at 1782 
N 400 E/Eisenhower Road, just south of its inter-
section with 200 N.  
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue  
and McCormick Road. 
MARTELL (Purdue FNR’s Martell Forest): 
Meet at 1 p.m. in the parking lot of Wright  
Forestry Center at 1007 CR 725 W in West  
Lafayette.  
NICHES/WRC (Al & Gladys Wright Rock 
Creek N.P.): Meet at 1 p.m. in property park-
ing lot (directions can be found at 
www.nicheslandtrust.org) in Warren County.  
PRWOODS (Prophet’s Rock Woods): Meet at 
1 p.m. at WNC in Battle Ground where the hike 
will begin. 
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle 
Ground at the end of the Battlefield Monument 
parking lot off North 9th Street. 

 
                                (continued on page 5) 
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Flowers always make people better,  
happier, and more helpful; they are  

sunshine, food, and medicine for the soul  
                                                                                                                              Luther Burbank  

mailto:landshiser@gamail.com
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RIP Squad 
 
RIP Squad volunteer opportunities  
for May to pull garlic mustard: 
 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30- 
5:30 p.m. Weeding bags will be pro-
vided, but bring your own gardening 
gloves and dress for poison ivy. 
 
Tuesday, May 2, Celery Bog Nature 
Area - Meet at the parking lot closest 
to the Lilly Nature Center. The Lilly 
Nature Center is located on the north 
side of Lindberg Road between North-
western Avenue and McCormick Road 
in West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, May 4, Ross Hills Park - 
Meet at the Ross House parking lot. 
Take South River Road/Division Road 
past Ft. Ouiatenon, the Granville 
Bridge, and the Ravines Golf Course. 
Turn left on South 875 West, follow-
ing the signs for Ross Hills Park. 
 
Tuesday, May 9, Michaud-Sinninger 
Nature Area (Cumberland Woods) - 
Meet in the Athletic Complex/Farmers 
Market parking lot, Salisbury Street 
entrance, north of Cumberland Avenue 
in West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, May 11, Prophet’s Rock 
Woods - Meet at the little parking lot 
on Prophet’s Rock Road near 
Prophet’s Rock - just north of 600 
North in Battle Ground. 
 
Tuesday, May 16, Michaud-Sinninger 
Nature Area (Cumberland Woods) - 
Meet in the Athletic Complex/Farmers 
Market parking lot, Salisbury Street 
entrance, north of Cumberland Avenue  
in West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, May 18, Ross Hills Park - 
Meet at the  Ross House parking lot. 
Take South River Road/Division Road 
past Ft. Ouiatenon, the Granville 
Bridge, and the Ravines Golf Course.  
Turn left on South 875 West, follow-
ing the signs for Ross Hills Park. 
 

 

 

 
 
Tuesday,May 23, Happy Hollow  
Park - Meet in the last parking lot 
(near Shelter #4) after entering the 
park from Happy Hollow Road in 
West Lafayette. 
 
Thursday, May 25, Prophet’s Rock 
Woods - Meet at the little parking lot 
on Prophet’s Rock Road near 
Prophet’s Rock - just north of 600 
North in Battle Ground. 
 
Tuesday, May 30, Happy Hollow  
Park - Meet in the last parking lot 
(near Shelter #4) after entering the 
park from Happy Hollow Road in 
West Lafayette. 
 
For more information contact: Patty 
Jones, land line voicemail: 765-463-
3050 or email: removeinvasiveplants. 
wcinpaws@gmail.com.  
 
Sponsored by the West Central  
Chapter of the Indiana Native Plant  
And Wildflower Society (INPAWS) 
and the Sycamore Audubon Society 
(SAS) in cooperation with the  
West Lafayette Parks & Recrea- 
tion and the Tippecanoe County Parks 
& Recreation. 
 

One Day Plant Sale 
 

May 6  8 a.m.-4 p.m. CT 
Vanderburgh 4-H Center 

201 East Boonville-New Harmony Road 
Evansville, Indiana 

 
The Southwestern Indiana Master 
Gardener Association (SWIMGA), 
Inc. is hosting a one day plant sale. 
There will be nearly 15,000 plants at 
great prices. The sale includes perenni-
al and annual flowers for sun and 
shade, succulents, vegetables and 
herbs, water plants, etc. For more in-
formation go to swimga.org. 
 
                              (continued on page 6) 
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 NO BAKE OATMEAL 

COOKIES  (Vegetarian 

and Gluten-free)  
 

1/3 cup granulated sugar 

2 teaspoons unsweetened 

cocoa 

2 tablespoons fat free milk 

2 tablespoons crunchy 

peanut butter  

1/4 teaspoon vanilla 

1/2 cup quick-cooking 

rolled oats 
 

     Stir together sugar 

cocoa and milk in a 4-cup 

measure or medium micro-

wave-safe bowl. Microwave 

on high 1 to 1-1/4 minutes 

or until boiling, stirring 

once. 

     Stir in peanut butter 

and vanilla until blended.  

Stir in oats until combined. 

Drop by spoonsful onto a 

waxed paper-lined plate to 

make 6 cookies. Cool in 

freezer 10 minutes before 

serving. Yield 6 cookies. 

mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
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Pollinator Day 
 

April 29  10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Purdue Research Park 

3000 Technology Avenue 
L2110 

New Albany, Indiana 47150 

 
Join Purdue Extension, Floyd County 
on Saturday for classes and hands on 
activities. Classes start at 10 a.m. 
with Cooking with Honey, Basic Beekeep-
ing, Bats 101, at 11 a.m. enjoy Native Pol-
linators, Hummingbirds, “Nuisance” Polli-
nators, at noon is Pesticides Around the 
Home, Ten Things to Make Your Yard Pol-
linator Friendly, Bats 101, 1 p.m. is Cook-
ing with Honey, Hummingbirds, “Nuisance” 
Pollinators, and the final presentation 
at 2 p.m. is Native Pollinators, Basic Bee-
keeping, Ten Things to Make Your Yard 
Pollinator Friendly.  
 
The hands on activities include:  
beehive tours, build your own bees 
nest, planting for pollinators, the  
pollinator game, kids’ crafts, and 
much more.  
 
The Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) will be on site to 
answer questions about large scale 
pollinator patches.  
 
There will be free food and t-shirts 
while supplies last. 
 
For more information, contact the 
Purdue Extension Office at (812)  
948-5470 or email Gina Anderson  
at gmanders@purdue.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Purdue Bee Garden 
 
Please join the Friends of the Purdue 
Bee Garden and become part of a 
community that collectively supports 
the synergy between plants and  
pollination. This garden will be a  
hub and the base for educational  
opportunities to celebrate these 
amazing creatures.  
 
All ages and abilities are welcome to 
participate in building the garden. 
Bring yourself and your garden tools, 
if you can. As a token of appreciation 
everyone who volunteers will be giv-
en a complementary hand spade.  
 
The community work days are: 
 
Friday, May 5th: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday, May 6th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday, April 14th: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Saturday, April 15th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 16th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 17th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Thursday, May 18th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday, May 19th: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Saturday, May 20th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Thursday, June 1st: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday, June 2nd: 2p.m. - 6 p.m. 
Saturday, June 4th: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 
It is expected to be completed by  
June 11, 2017. 
 
The Bee Farm is located at: 2255 IN-
26. For more information contact  
Mindy Appold, mappold@purdue.  
edu. You can also visit the following 
sites: 
www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/beefarm 
www.facebook.com/
purduebeefarmgarden/ 
 
Please check the website for  
weather updates.  
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The 
world's  
favorite 
season  
is the 

spring.  
All  

things 
seem  

possible  
in May. 

                                                                                                                             
                           Edwin Way Teale  



Thyme        Part IV  
       (continued from back) 

 
While different folks have different 
methods for crafting the perfect mint 
julep, this vintage recipe provided by 
Martha McCulloch-Williams in Dishes 
and Beverages of the Old South (1913) is 
particularly involved: 
  
This requires the best of everything if you 
would have it in perfection. Especially the 
mint and the whiskey or brandy. Choose ten-
der, quick-grown mint, leafy, not long-stalked 
and coarse, wash it very clean, taking care not 
to bruise it in the least, and lay in a clean cloth 
upon ice. Chill the spirits likewise. Put the 
sugar and water in a clean fruit jar, and set on 
ice. Do this at least six hours before serving so 
the sugar shall be fully dissolved. Four lumps 
to the large goblet is about right—with half a 
gobletful of fresh cold water. At serving time, 
rub a zest of lemon around the rim of each 
goblet—the goblets must be well chilled—
then half fill with the dissolved sugar, add a 
tablespoonful of cracked ice, and stand sprigs 
of mint thickly all around the rim. Set the 
goblets in the tray, then fill up with whiskey or 
brandy or both, mixed—the mixture is best 
with brands that blend smoothly. Drop in the 
middle a fresh ripe strawberry, or cherry, or 
slice of red peach, and serve at once. Fruit can 
be left out without harm to flavor—it is 
mainly for the satisfaction of the eye. But nev-
er by any chance bruise the mint—it will give 
an acrid flavor “most tolerable and not to be 
endured.” 
 
Obviously, this is far too much work, 
but I do think her advice to “never by 
any chance bruise the mint” until 
you’re ready to enjoy is a good remind-
er, since the scent starts to fade once 
the mint gets muddled. For those of us 
who don’t have six hours to spend pre-
paring an artisanal drink, the easiest 
recipe is: a few mint leaves, 1 tsp. sim-
ple sugar syrup, lots of crushed ice, a 
splash of soda water, and 3 oz. of your 
favorite bourbon. 
 
Given the early spring we’ve had, the 
mint in our garden is already growing 
steadily, and we’ll have more than 

enough throughout the growing sea-
son. (I will also probably have to prune 
the plants back, which is easy; they 
grow via runners, and you just uproot 
any runners that seem unwieldy.) 
Keeping all of this in mind, one thing’s 
for sure: I’m certainly looking forward 
to enjoying a mint julep on May 6th, 
knowing that the mint in my drink is 
from my very own Indiana garden. 
 

Hosta 
could  

probably 
live on the 
driveway, 
unless you 
pay more 
than 50 

bucks for 
them...then 

they will  
die on the 
way home! 

 Ken Adrian  
 

(continued from page 1) 

 
Don Nead was bitten by the CG bug! 
He approached Jeff with the idea of 
using more of the large field south of 
the TCEO for Community Gardens, 
which today speaks for itself. 
 
How will you be involved in the 
MGATC gardens? There are many 
ways, and help is always welcome  
and needed. 
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ROASTED  

PEPPER SALAD 
 

4 large bell peppers 

(colors of choice) 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

1 tablespoon fresh basil, 

chopped 

1 teaspoon fresh garlic, 

minced 

salt and pepper to taste 

 

Grill or broil peppers, turn-

ing frequently, until skin 

has blackened. Remove 

from grill or broiler and 

place in plastic bag. Allow 

to cool. Peel skins, core 

and seed. Slice into strips 

and marinade with oil, basil 

and garlic at least one hour 

before serving. Serves 4. 
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Word Thyme 
         By Erin Carlson 
  
Folks, it’s officially spring. I was ready 
to write these words several months 
ago with our strangely warm tempera-
tures, but knew better than to tempt 
Mother Nature. But I can finally type 
it: it’s spring, and my garden is starting 
to come to life. 
 
My favorite part of the growing season 
is undoubtedly my herb garden; I abso-
lutely love picking out the basil and 
cilantro plants each spring (and 
fighting to keep them alive through the 
hot summers), but there’s one herb 
that always seems to return without 
much trouble each spring: mint.  
 
I was first introduced to mint at my 
old house in Lexington, Kentucky. The 
previous owners had planted mint in 
the side and back yards, which means 
that it had completely taken over the side 

and back yards. At first, I was irritated 
by this renegade herb, but over time, it 
grew on me; mowing the grass became 
a strangely serene experience filled 
with the scent of peppermint; there 
was never a shortage of mint for any 
recipe; and our yard always looked 
lush and healthy. 
 
So, when we moved here, my husband 
and I had to plant some mint in our 
yard. I will add that we planted it in a 
very specific area on the side of our 
house, where nothing else grows but 
grass anyway. (I know a lot of folks 
who will only plant mint in planters 
because of its propensity to spread, so 
that’s an option, as well.) In addition 
to its hardiness and pleasant scent, it 
has a lot of potential uses: it can be an 
excellent addition to many dishes, it 
can be used to make your own tea, and 
you can even just chew on it for some 
fresh breath. 

My favorite use, however, is to make 
mint juleps, served in silver julep cups, 
on the first Saturday in May in honor 
of the Kentucky Derby. Living in Ken-
tucky for several years, Derby Day is 
now a huge deal in our household, and 
mint juleps are a staple of that event. 
The story goes that mint juleps were 
developed in the late 1700s in Virginia, 
where wealthy citizens would sip on 
drinks made of mint, sugar, and bran-
dy or rum. With the introduction of 
bourbon, which was much cheaper 
than brandy or rum at the time, the 
drink supposedly became a bit more 
common, and as early as 1816, silver 
julep cups were offered as prizes at 
Kentucky county fairs. The mint julep 
didn’t become the official drink of the 
Kentucky Derby until 1938, but there’s 
no denying that it is a central part of 
the festivities today. 

 (continued on page 7)  


