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Who’s the best of the best in All  
American Selection Gardeners?  
Answer: Mickey Penrod, Sue Swick, 
Joan Straber, and other Tippecanoe 
Master Gardeners who helped in the 
All American Selection Garden! Their 
efforts were recognized as national 
AAS winners in the largest and most 
competitive category. We knew the 
garden was beautiful, thanks to all  
the hard work. What an honor it is  
for that planning, planting, and care  
to be so honored. Superlatives fail to 
convey the full meaning of this accom-
plishment. “Well done” doesn’t quite 
cover it. 

Our MGATC has a wealth of talented 
people. One only has to look at what 
our members accomplish through their 
volunteer efforts from gardens, adopt- 
a-spots, and MG booths. Keep up the 
good work. 
 
A few members have yet to pay dues. 
They were due September 1, but the 
cut off for getting into the green book 
is November 1. Contact Billie Seaton as 
soon as possible. Another responsibil-
ity is to submit your volunteer hours 
to Carl Stafford. We know members 
have spent many hours on MG pro-
jects. Reporting those hours is not on-
ly important in your advancement, but 

lets MG educators and coordinators 
know their efforts are worthwhile.   
 
November is a misnamed month. Orig-
inally it was the ninth month as the 
Roman calendar had only 10. The word 
nine derives from the Latin root 
“novem.” July and August were insert-
ed to honor Roman emperors. They 
could have put them at the end, but 
didn’t. Anyway in this month, we add 
a blanket, kindle the fire, and feast on 
pumpkin pie, turkey, and cranberries. 
Happy Thanksgiving to all.    
     

                                                                                                                                     John and Jerry 

From Two Js 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

The Latest Dirt 
            by Flora N. Fauna 

 
From Scott Kunst of Friends of Old 

Bulbs Gazette, the newsletter of Old 
House Gardens: Cultivating Place is the 
public radio program of our long-time 
customer Jennifer Jewell of northern 
California. Every week since February, 
Jennifer has been exploring the central 
role gardening plays in human culture, 
much like art, music, and literature. 
On the first day of fall we had a great 
time talking about my childhood love 
of dinosaurs, our first gardens, why I 
launched OHG, great bulbs saved and 
lost, and more. It’s a very pleasant half-
hour (if I do say so myself), and you 
can listen to it now at http://mynspr. 
org/post/heirloom-bulbs-scott-kunst-
old-house-gardens-ann-arbor-mi. 
 
 
 

 
 
The following message is from  

William Fielding WFIELDING@  
indot.IN.gov. “We are under some 
pressure from people and a few legisla-
tors who believe INDOT should mow 
full width from fence to fence. People 
who like reduce mowing to let the 
milkweed go to seed as well as old 
field golden and asters please let IN-
DOT know. If you know people like 
beekeepers and native plant enthusi-
asts that will email or contact their 
State Legislator & INDOT to not take 
a full width mowing approach, [please 
have them do so]. [Let them know 
that] They should help pollinators and 
native plants and continue on the cur-
rent path. The time saved from mow-
ing full width can be used to battle 
invasive species when they are not 
flowering - a better use of time and  
 

resources.” The email address for  
INDOT is indot@indot.in.gov. 
 
                             (continued on page 6) 
 

Programs 
 

November 1  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

  
December 6  6 p.m. 

Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds 
Home Economics Building 

5:30 p.m. Social Time 
6 p.m. Carry-in 

 
For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

http://oldhousegardens.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=08b134313b6029c92a6e036bc&id=ca945166da&e=fcd14fcaa2
http://oldhousegardens.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=08b134313b6029c92a6e036bc&id=ca945166da&e=fcd14fcaa2
http://oldhousegardens.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=08b134313b6029c92a6e036bc&id=ca945166da&e=fcd14fcaa2
mailto:WFIELDING@indot.IN.gov
mailto:WFIELDING@indot.IN.gov
mailto:indot@indot.in.gov
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Jerry Millard called the meeting to  
order at 7:15 p.m.   
 
Jerry Millard then introduced and wel-
comed Sharon Held to the meeting.  
Sharon is a member of the current 
Master Gardener class. 
 
The minutes of the September meeting 
were approved as posted in the Octo-
ber issue of the Garden Beet.   
 
Pat Miller gave the Treasurer’s Report 
noting that the closing balance at the 
end of September was $18,492. At a 
later meeting she will be discussing 
the procedure for turning in receipts 
for reimbursement. She also plans to 
keep everyone informed of the amount 
budgeted for each project and will 
keep them updated on the remaining 
balance as they spend a portion of 
their budget. 
 
Billie Seaton thanked everyone who 
has already paid their dues. She had 
forms available at the meeting for any-
one needing them. Dues can be mailed 
directly to her. She will be sending e-
mails and contacting members directly 
regarding dues. Dues can also be paid 
at the November monthly meeting. 
 
Cheryl Borst is in charge of Publicity.  
She reminded everyone to contact her 
with all pertinent information when 
an event needs to be publicized. She 
needs to have the information no less 
than six weeks in advance of the event 
in order for her to have the needed 
time to submit the information to the 
news media, most of them require a 
minimum of four weeks lead time. The 
more information the better - please 
include the title of the event as well as 
a brief description, date, time, location,  
contact information, etc. Cheryl has a 
list of free media where she sends the 
press releases, which includes newspa-
pers, radio stations, and the Lafayette/
West Lafayette Tourist Bureau.  
Events can also be mass emailed and 
posted on Facebook. 
 
Carl Stafford noted that the end of the 
year is nearing and members need to 

get their hours submitted to him.  
Please don’t wait until the last minute. 
 
Volunteers are needed for clean up at 
Chatham Square Community Gardens 
(Perry Schnarr), Display/Idea Gardens 
(Mickey Penrod and Sue Swick), Ex-
tension Office Community Gardens 
(Julieann Davis and Art Antonio), 
Demonstration Gardens (Konie 
Hughes). Also, Barb Almanza needs 
seeds collected; a form can be obtained 
from the Master Gardener website.  
Jerry Millard also reported that six 
more volunteers are needed to be in 
charge of individual gardens in the 
Display/Idea Gardens. 
 
In regard to the Trellis and Vine Pro-
gram, John Pickett noted that the cur-
rent Master Gardener class has 40 stu-
dents and he has ten members signed 
up to be trellises. A trellis needs to 
encourage new class members to come 
to meetings and to participate in 
events. Trellises can help to keep the 
new students informed and interested.   
There was a sign-up sheet at the back 
of the room for anyone interested in 
volunteering for this program. He has  
a list of the new class members along 
with areas of interest for each of them 
and will try to match the trellises and 
vines with the same interests. 
 
Karen Mitchell noted that a specialist 
has been contacted for advice regard-
ing the irrigation system in the Exten-
sion Office gardens.  
 
In regard to the Jeff Phillips memorial 
sign in the Extension Office gardens, 
the Board is working on making the 
pergola a memorial pergola after it  
is repaired.   
 
Karen Mitchell reported that the 
“Growing Your Goals” workshop is 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 18 at 
the Extension Office from 6 p.m. to  
9 p.m. John Orick will be facilitating 
the workshop for Board members and 
project chairpersons.   
 
 
 

Another seminar on retirement plan-
ning will be held on Tuesday, October 
25 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Exten-
sion Office. The seminar also includes 
dinner. A yellow postcard with addi-
tional information was placed in the 
back of the room for anyone interested 
in attending. 
 
Andy Hughes thanked Cheryl Borst 
for her remarks on Publicity and noted 
that the Master Gardener Association 
is lucky to have her in our organization 
and he encouraged everyone to utilize 
her expertise. 
 
All membership data changes (name, 
address, phone number, and email ad-
dress) need to be reported to Billie 
Seaton to help her keep records up-  
to-date. 
 
If anyone is aware of any cards (Get 
Well, Sympathy, etc.) that need to be 
sent from Master Gardeners, contact 
Dee Dilling. 
 
As the scheduled speaker did not 
show for the meeting, Karen Mitchell 
asked the group three questions. As 
the group answered the questions  
correctly, she approved one hour  
of education time for attendance at  
the meeting. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8 p.m. 
 

                                              Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                         Jan Sadler 
                                                   Recording Secretary 
 
                                 

MGATC Minutes: October 4, 2016, 7 p.m., TCEO 



Jerry Millard called the meeting to  
order at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting 
were John Pickett, Jerry Millard,  
Cheryl McCool, Dee Dilling, Carol 
Byers, Karen Mitchell, Jan Sadler,  
Julieann Davis and Billie Seaton. 
 
Julieann Davis proposed a new project, 
Dark Roots Garden at Changes Salon, 
on Union Street in Lafayette. The 
property is behind Changes Salon and 
due to power lines no one can build on 
the site. The mission of the project 
would be to enable people to grow 
food for themselves and others with 
some training and hands-on experi-
ence. Julieann, her husband and anoth-
er family tested the project this year 
with an estimated 1,000 sq. ft. garden 
and donated over 800 pounds of pro-
duce to the local food banks. They 
grew potatoes, onions, cabbage, pep-
pers, squash, tomatoes, green beans, 
lettuce, corn, and some flowers. She 
completed a Proposed Master Garden-
er Project form for approval by the 
Board. This project would be for any-
one who wants to learn gardening, and 
Master Gardeners would volunteer 
and help guide/train. Julieann asked 
the Board to approve this project so 
that hours worked can be counted as 
volunteer hours. The Board discussed 
the project and asked a few questions.  
The main concern was getting volun-
teers as we are currently in need of 
volunteers for our current projects.  
Cheryl McCool made a motion to ac-
cept the project as a Master Gardener 
project; it was seconded and approved.  
Julieann Davis left the meeting. 
 
Billie Seaton was in attendance to dis-
cuss mailing the Garden Beet to those 
members who were grandfathered into 
receiving the Garden Beet by mail at no 
charge as they did not have email. It 
was agreed that anyone now having e-
mail should receive the Garden Beet by  
email. If they also wish to get it in the 
mail, they need to pay for it. John 
Pickett will contact those in question.   
 
It was also noted that there are a few 
members who are paying members 
with no voting rights because they are 

not able to volunteer anymore, but 
want to continue to be a part of  
the organization. 
 
Billie Seaton reported that currently 
133 have paid dues, five will not be re-
newing and 62 are unpaid. She will 
send an email this weekend to every-
one and then call if needed. Anyone 
not paying dues by the November 1 
monthly meeting will be removed from 
the membership list. Billie will keep 
Jerry Millard informed. Billie Seaton 
left the meeting. 
 
Jerry Millard received Debbie Ladd’s 
resignation in writing, leaving a vacan-
cy in the Board for Member-at-Large.  
According to the Bylaws, the Board is 
responsible for filling any vacancies 
which will cover the time of the vacan-
cy through the end of the term which 
is September 1, 2017. Jerry Millard pro-
posed Dee Dee Long filling this vacan-
cy. A motion was made, seconded, and 
approved. Jan Sadler noted that Dee 
Dee Long should be invited to attend 
the “Growing Your Goals” workshop 
on October 18. Jerry Millard will con-
tact Dee Dee Long regarding her new 
position on the Board as well as invit-
ing her to the workshop.   
 
As Mickey Penrod and Sue Swick will 
no longer be chairing the Display/Idea 
Gardens, it is being divided into sepa-
rate plots with a Master Gardener as-
signed to each space for handling. Jerry 
Millard noted that there are currently 
nine spots open in the Display/Idea 
Gardens. It was agreed that new In-
terns can also sign up for a plot. 
 
In regard to the Jeff Phillips sign, it 
was agreed that the pergola needs  
to be repaired before a sign can be  
ordered.  Karen Mitchell will get  
pricing information. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she  
has contacted a specialist at Purdue  
University to help/advise how to  
proceed regarding the water system  
in the gardens. 
 
 

New Purdue Master Gardener bro-
chures have been printed. Karen 
Mitchell distributed copies to the 
Board. Copies will be available at the 
Extension Office. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that Laurie 
Madlung is currently taking a grant 
writing course to help Master Garden-
ers. There will also be a two-day train-
ing on April 20 and May 4, 2017 from  
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Extension 
Office entitled “Beginner’s Guide to 
Grant Writing.” More information will 
be available later. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that she re-
ceived an email from a member who 
will not be renewing membership not-
ing some concerns and ideas: suggest-
ed free dues when joining MGATC the 
first year; advertise the Expo better; 
too many projects, not enough volun-
teers; new awards not needed. All   
concerns were discussed previously 
and will be addressed at the upcoming 
“Growing Your Goals” workshop. 
 
Karen Mitchell announced another 
education opportunity. John Orick  
and Rosie Lerner have received a grant 
to develop a program to help Master 
Gardeners teach homeowners and  
residents to garden. The money would 
be used to develop food producing  
gardens at the Extension Office. More 
information will follow as soon as it  
is available. 
 
Cheryl McCool will be planning a 
meeting next month regarding the 
2017 Garden Expo. The Expo is sched-
uled for April 22, 2017. 
 
Karen Mitchell noted that Purdue  
is in the process of redoing the Master 
Gardener Training Manual and  
asked for suggestions for Master Gar-
deners who could be models for the 
new manual. The Board submitted 
some suggestions. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
     

                                              Respectfully submitted, 
                                                                         Jan Sadler 
                                                   Recording Secretary 3 

Board Minutes: October 13, 2016, 6 p.m., TCEO 



Youth Pollinator Program 
 
If you want to learn lesson plans and 
hands-on activities to teach youth 
about plants, pollinators, and pests 
while incorporating STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) con-
cepts, there will be a two-day work-
shop held on November 18 and 19 from 
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Extension 
Office that will train you to teach this 
15-week after-school program. The 
after-school program will be held at 
the YMCA in Lafayette one day a week 
for one hour starting in January. Vol-
unteers trained for this program can 
teach as many or as few sessions that 
they are available. For more infor-
mation or to sign up for the training 
workshop, please contact Karen 
Mitchell at mitcheka@purdue.edu  
or (765) 474-0793.  
 

RIP Squad 
 
The Remove Invasive Plants (RIP) 
Squads next volunteer workdays for 
November and December are from 3:30 
to 5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days as follows:  
    
Tuesdays, November 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
they will be at Prophet’s Rock Woods 
removing bush honeysuckle and burn-
ing bush. Meet at the little parking  
lot near Prophet’s Rock on Prophet’s 
Rock Road, just north of 600 North in 
Battle Ground.  
 
Thursdays, November 3, 10, and 17 and 
December 1 and 8 they will be at Ross 
Hills Park removing bush honeysuckle 
and other shrubby invasives. Take 
South River Road/Division Road past 
Ft. Ouiatenon and past the Granville 
Bridge; then turn left on 875 West 
(past the Ravines Golf Course build-
ings). Follow the signs for Ross Hills 
Park, and take its entrance road to the 
Ross House parking lot (left turn from 
the entrance road).  
 
Long sleeves, long pants, gloves, and 
boots are recommended. They will be 
either pulling out or cutting/lopping/ 
 

sawing/herbiciding invasive shrubs. 
Bring loppers or stump pullers if you 
have them. For more information, con-
tact Patty Jones at 765-463-3050 or 
email patricia.w.rader@gmail.com. 
 

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

   October 26  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
      A Place Called Turkey Run  
          Dr. Dan Shepardson 
  Purdue's Departments of Earth,  
Atmospheric & Planetary Sciences   
     and Curriculum & Instruction 
Dr. Shepardson will lead us on an ex-
ploration of the natural history of Tur-
key Run State Park using photos and  
text from his new book, A Place Called 
Turkey Run. Photographic techniques 
will also be discussed. Autographed 
books will be available for cash pur-
chase at $40. 
 
November 2  1-3 p.m.  CLEGG 
         What is Soil Health and  
           How Do We Assess It?  
                    Diane Stott 
 National Soil Health Specialist for                    
       NRCS (Natural Resources  
           Conservation Service)  
Diane shares her in-depth knowledge 
of soil health, how it is determined, 
and why it matters.  
 
  November 2  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
  Subaru and the National Parks:   
          Zero-Landfill Initiative 
                 Michelle Long 
          Assistant Manager for  
      Environmental Compliance  
                 and Energy 
America’s first automaker to achieve 
zero-landfill status was Lafayette’s 
own local Subaru facility. Michelle 
will outline Subaru’s initiative to help 
our national parks work towards the 
same zero-landfill goal - a project wor-
thy of the centennial celebration of the 
National Park Service in 2016 - starting 
with Yosemite, Denali, and Grand Te-
ton National Parks. Learn about the 
process and the progress in the first 
year of this initiative.  
 
 
 

November 9  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
A Virtual Tour of the Indiana  
Dunes National Lakeshore  

Kip Walton 
NPS Ranger and  

Outreach Program Coordinator 
In honor of the National Park Service’s 
Centennial, Kip will show us favorite 
landscapes and hidden gems, as well as 
discuss the diversity and challenges of 
this iconic park. 
 

November 16  1-3 p.m.  KS 
At Long Last, Bison on the  

Prairies of Kankakee Sands 
Alyssa Nyberg 

Kankakee Sands Nursery Manager 
and Outreach Coordinator  

Alyssa will lead a hike to the top of 
Bogus Island, famous site of outlaws, 
horse thieves, and counterfeiters, to 
view the new bison herd grazing in the 
prairie restorations.  
 
Notes: 1) there are two programs on Novem-
ber 2 and 2) November 16 is the final program 
until mid-January 2017. 

 
Locations: 
CLEGG (CLEGG Garden/NICHES Office): In 
Lafayette on 1782 North 400 East/Eisenhower 
Road, just south of the intersection of 200 North.  
KS (Kankakee Sands): Meet at 1 p.m. 
(Eastern time) at the Kankakee Sands main 
office (3294 North US 41, Morocco, Indiana) in 
Newton County, or meet at noon (Eastern time) 
to carpool from LNC.  
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature 
Area): In West Lafayette, on the north side of 
Lindberg Road, between Northwestern Avenue 
and McCormick Road. 

 

INPAWS Program 
 
   November 28  7 p.m.  LNC 
          Plants of the Waters  
            of Jasper-Pulaski 
              Ed Zschiedrich 
Local naturalist and photographer 
Ed and his camera have visited many 
state natural areas on a regular basis. 
His excellent slides and programs have 
covered many locations and hundreds 
of his slides are being used for the 
comprehensive Indiana native plant 
website being put together at But-
ler. This unusual talk features water 
species. Meet at the MCL Cafeteria at 
6 p.m. for dinner before the meeting.  

What’s Happening 
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Taken from the November 1993  
Garden Beet: 
  
“The Great Annual Annual Planting 
By Bev Netzhammer 
  
“As frost brings the garden season to a 
close, the Great Annual Annual Plant-
ing (GAAP) becomes a fond memory. 
Last May six master gardeners planted 
the area at North River Road and  
Columbia with dusty miller and red 
petunias, kicking off the first site of 
the first annual GAAP. The weather 
was perfect; the laborers were talent-
ed, and the city was beautified. The 
spot even prompted one Lafayette  
citizen to write a letter to the editor  
in the Journal and Courier, to com-
ment on its beauty. Some Master Gar-
deners also planted annuals at the 
Tippecanoe County Courthouse. 
Tippecanoe Park employees could not 
believe the speed and enthusiasm of 
the volunteers. The Community Ap-
pearance Task Force of the Chamber 
of Commerce, which organized GAAP, 
is thankful to the knowledgeable, fun-
filled Master Gardeners who made the 
program possible.   
  
“Participants:  Jim Daniel, Nancy Kreibel, 
Kay Ball, Carol Byers, Bev Netzhammer, and 
Fran Thompson.   
  
“Thanks so much!” 
   

                                                                   Dee Dee Long 

Wanted: Quotations and Recipes for  
Garden Beet 
 
If you would like to share a gardening 
quotation or recipe with your fellow 
Master Gardeners, please send it in  
an email to Mary Ann Talavage at  
talava@msn.com or mail it to 3907 
Prange Drive, Lafayette, Indiana 
47905. Please give credit to the author 
of the quotation or recipe if known. 
 
If you have questions, please call me at 
765-404-7112 and leave a message. I 
will return the call as soon as possible.  
 
                               (continued on page 6) 

 

Garden Gossip 

 

Seeds, Seeds, Seeds 
 
It’s time to collect seeds for the Seeds 
for Scholarship Committee. Please 
turn them in at any MG meeting. The 
time you spend collecting and packag-
ing the seeds counts for MG hours. 
Don’t forget to include the form which 
is located on the MG web page at: 
http://www.tippecanoemastergarden 
er.org/for-mgs-forms. Please include as 
much information as possible. 
 

        Barb Almanza, Pat Miller, Chris Ramsey 
 
 

Garden Beet Help Needed 
 
Since February 1993 Connie Kingman 
has been contributing a major portion 
of the content for the Garden Beet. Sad-
ly, after the December issue, we will no 
longer be reading “The Herb Bed,” 
“The Latest Dirt,” and all of those won-
derful quotes and recipes. I am looking 
for volunteers to create new columns. 
This could be one person or multiple 
people. This is the perfect opportunity 
to earn volunteer hours for those of 
you who have a hard time working in 
the gardens. Mary Ann Talavage has  
graciously volunteered to find the 
quotes and recipes for each issue. If 
you would like to volunteer for this 
opportunity, please contact me at  
765-589-8601 or MGATCGarden 
Beet@gmail.com. 
 
Connie has contributed wonderful 
content over the years and has made 
the Garden Beet the publication that  
it is today. I will miss working with 
her and wish her the best of luck in  
the future. 
 

                                                             Chris Ramsey 
                                  Garden Beet Editor 
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MGATC Roots     Miscellaneous    Volunteering 

I found myself aching to order  
up sacks of bulbs, to lift my trowel,  

to slice into the earth, and tuck  
away what amounts to hope, faith  

and promise. 
                                                                                                                               ~Barbara Mahany 

mailto:talava@msn.com
mailto:talava@msn.com
tel:765-404-7112
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/for-mgs-forms
http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/for-mgs-forms


(continued from page 1) 

 
From Kerry Meyer for Proven Win-

ners about hand stamping: “No, we 
aren’t heading to the hottest night 
spot in town. I am talking about an 
easy craft project where all you need 
are leaves, paint, paper plates, napkins 
or placemats or t-shirts - something 
fabric, and your hands. Oh, and latex 
gloves, if you prefer to keep your hands 
nice and clean. I think this is a project 
you can pull off with your children and 
could be a great personalized gift idea 
for godparents or grandparents or 
whomever for Christmas. This video 
shows hand stamping in motion. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=HCGG5D6mZO8&feature=youtu.be
&utm_campaign=October-Winners-
Circle2016&utm_medium=email& 
utm_source=emfluence. 

  
“The Traditional Scarecrow” by 

Gary McWilliams is a whimsical look 
at the scarecrow. Not only does Gary’s 
article offer full instructions on how to 
create one of these garden helpers, it is 
also an enjoyable read. Regarding the 
scare factor, “I have this rule of thumb 
regarding scarecrows: I figure that if I 
make them scary enough to make me 
uncomfortable, they’ll likely perform 
their job better.” Read the complete 
story at http://statebystategardening. 
com/state.php/IN/enews_stories/
the_traditional_scarecrow/. 

  
With the gardening season a mere 

memory, there is now time to go fish-
ing. According to The Old Farmer’s Alma-
nac, the best fishing days for 2016 are 
when the moon is between new and 
full. In November, those days fall on  
1-14, 29, and 30. 
 
 

(continued from page 5) 

 

Dahlia Show Update 
 
Western Michigan Dahlia Society 
Show at Meijer Garden, Grand  
Rapids, Michigan, August 27-28. 
 
I won:  
 30 first place 
 24 second place 
 Best 3 Cactus Dalias - “Woodland 

Wild Thing” 
 Best Arrangement - “Winter  

Wonder Land” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Elkhart Dahlia Society, Elkhart,  
Indiana, September 9-10. 
 
I won: 
 46 first place 
 27 second place 
 Best 3 AA Blooms - “Zorro” 
 Best Mini Ball - “Dorothy R” 
 Best Best Bloom - “Just Married” 
 Sweepstakes 
 Best Arrangement - “Christmas 

Carolers” 
 People’s Choice Arrangement - 

“Halloween” 
 

                                                                    Jim Mailloux
  
 

Latest Dirt          Misc. 
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Life is itself a school,  
and Nature always a fresh study. 

                                                                                                                                             ~Hugh Miller 

AAS Landscape Design Contest 
 
Congratulations to MGATC Master Gardeners Mickey Penrod and Sue Swick 
for winning first place in the All-American Selections Fifth Annual Landscape 
Design Contest.  
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   Thanksgiving Spaghetti Squash 
 

1 spaghetti squash, cooked 

1 T. plus 1/3 c. olive oil 
1/4 c. finely chopped onion 

1/2 c. fresh sage, roughly chopped 
1/4 c. fresh rosemary, chopped 

1 clove garlic, minced 
1 c. fresh parsley, roughly chopped 

1/4 c. grated parmesan cheese 

2 T. lemon juice 

1/4 c. toasted pecans 

1 T. butter (optional) 

1/3 c. panko breadcrumbs (optional) 

Salt and pepper 

 

Cut cooked spaghetti squash in half, remove 

the seeds and scoop out all the stringy flesh 

into a bowl to yield approximately 5-6 cups. 

In medium skillet over medium heat, cook  

the onion in 1 tablespoon olive oil until trans-

lucent, about 4 minutes. Add sage, rosemary, 

garlic, and cook until fragrant, about one 

minute. Remove pan from heat and cool 

slightly. Place the fresh parsley and remain-

ing 1/3 cup of olive oil in a blender and blend 

just until parsley is broken up. Add the 

cooled onion, sage and rosemary mixture, 

parmesan, lemon juice and pecans. Pulse 

until somewhat blended but not smooth. Add 

salt and pepper to taste and a little water if 

needed. In the same sauté pan you used for 

the onions, melt the butter and toast up the 
breadcrumbs (if using) over medium-high 

heat just until golden, about two minutes. To 
serve, toss spaghetti squash with the herb 

sauce and top with toasted breadcrumbs. 

Note: To turn this into a casserole, place 

squash tossed with herb sauce in a buttered 

baking dish, top with the buttered bread-
crumbs and bake for 10 minutes at 400°F 

before serving. 6-8 servings. 

 
     Cranberry-Pumpkin Cookies 
 

1/2 c. butter, softened  

1 c. white sugar  

1 t. vanilla extract  

1 egg  

1 c. solid pack pumpkin puree  

2 1/4 c. all-purpose flour  

2 t. baking powder  

1 t. baking soda  

1/2 t. salt  
1 t. ground cinnamon  

1 c. fresh cranberries 

1 T. orange zest  

1/2 c. chopped walnuts  

 

Preheat oven to 375° F. Grease cookie 

sheets. In a large mixing bowl, cream butter 

and sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in vanil-
la, egg and pumpkin. Sift together the flour, 

baking powder, baking soda, salt and cinna-
mon; stir into mixture until well blended. Cut 

the cranberries in half and stir into mixture 

along with the orange zest and walnuts. Drop 
by teaspoonful onto cookie sheets. Bake for 

10 to 12 minutes. 36 cookies. 

Earth knows no desolation. She smells  
regeneration in the moist breath of decay. 

                                                                                                                                                      ~George Meredith 

Herb Bed 
(continued from back) 

 
Next year I plan to fill the keyhole gar-
den with herbs only. And with a little 
creativity, I will design a cool-weather 
cover to insure I have fresh herbs for 
Thanksgiving next year - maybe even 
for Christmas. The parsleys grew so 
well elevated in the keyhole that this 
will become their permanent place in 
my garden. Another exiting element to 
growing them in an elevated garden is 
that the swallowtail caterpillars that 
traversed their stems were eye-level  
for my granddaughters - a nose to  
nose viewing for them.  
 
Thyme, sage, and rosemary are other 
go-to herbs for Thanksgiving recipes. 
Since I have a patch of sage and thyme 
growing contently in the ground, they 
will remain there. They require more 
space to spread out, and I need the 
keyhole space for annual herbs better 
suited to the scale of its design. 
  
I plan to experiment with growing a 
row of rosemary plants in the keyhole 
next year. I want to train them as small 
topiaries, which I will give as holiday 
gifts in 2017. With the bed at elbow-
level for me, this task should be easy to 
accomplish, and I will be able to view 
the plants’ full beauty as they mature.  
  
Although this gardening season is at a 
close, here I am, dreaming about the 
one to come and thankful for both.  
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 (continued on page 7)  

The Herb Bed  
     by Connie Kingman 
  
For gardeners, autumn is a time for 
reflection and thanksgiving. As I write 
in mid-October, I hear the hum of far-
off tractors, harvesting fields of corn 
and beans that grow abundantly 
around me. The farming machines have 
been at it 24 hours a day, illuminating 
the fields during darkness with super-
bright headlamps as they glean every 
furrowed row.   
 
What a blessing it is to live in a coun-
try that has the capacity and the will 
to help feed the world. And on a  
smaller scale, I am thankful for my 
small plot of land, upon which I may 
grow my own food, along with a vast 
array of plants for experimentation 
and pleasure.   

 
 
My year began with the dream of 
building a keyhole garden. With the 
help of my handyman husband, I was 
able to make that dream a reality.  
The garden was sown and planted 
with carrots, beets, curly parsley,  
Italian parsley, cilantro, basil, and  
kale. These were far too many plants 
to grow in such limited space, but I 
wanted to experiment. All were a suc-
cess, but because the soil was partially 
built with “gold” from the compost 
pile, I was daily weeding vines and 
tomato shoots that came along with 
the “gold.” 
 
But even the volunteers proved suc-
cessful, for I planted the gourds along 
woven fencing to see what they would  

 
 
offer. I now have a jumbled collection 
for grandchildren and autumn dis-
plays. All the tomato volunteers 
turned out to be grape tomatoes, one 
of my favorites, so I was quite pleased 
with those transplants.  
 
I allowed one grape tomato to remain 
in the keyhole garden, where it over-
took the carrot rows as I thinned 
them. By the time the carrot section 
was empty, the tomato, to which I 
gave no support structure, draped 
gracefully over the side of the four-foot 
wall, offering clean tomato snacks eve-
ry time I passed by.   


