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The Latest Dirt 
            by Flora N. Fauna 

 
For almost-free outdoor projects 

and landscaping ideas check out 
HGTV and find examples of cheap- 
but-cool updates for gardens and out-
door rooms. http://www.hgtv.com/
design/outdoor-design/landscaping-
and-hardscaping/almost-free-outdoor-
updates-pictures.  

  
Five fall planting tips from National 

Garden Bureau and All-America Selec-
tions to help make next year’s spring 

garden one of your prettiest! 1. Plant 
for continuous blooms from early 
spring to early summer. Starting with 
snowdrops and crocus and ending 
with alliums you can create eight to 10 
weeks of bulb beauty...usually when 
you, your garden, and pollinators need 
it the most! 2. Plant in groups of color - 
a bulb here or there, just doesn’t give 
the impact that a large group of flow-
ers can. Make a splash next spring by 
planting numerous bulbs of one type  
 
                               (continued on page 5) 

Programs 
 

October 4  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

Biophony, Geophony and  
Anthrophony of Landscape  

Brian Pijanowski 
Purdue University 

  

November 1  7 p.m.  TCEO 
6:30 p.m. Social Time 

  Celery Bog 
Dan Dunten 

 

For more information on upcoming  
events, contact Cheryl McCool at 

mikeandcherylmc@msn.com.  

What a whirlwind this year has been. 
Starting with the hosting of the very 
successful 2016 Master Gardener Con-
ference followed by a really nice and 
well organized Open House. None of 
this could have happened without en-
ergetic and motivated volunteers such 
as each one of you. As we move for-
ward and toward the end of 2016 we 
must admire all those willing to serve 
when and where needed. If you have 
time and enjoy helping others - the 
Two Js will truly appreciate your ef-
forts to keep our organization thriving 
into the future. 
 
Our MGATC dues were due Septem-
ber 1. At the time of this writing, 46 
percent of our members have paid 
their dues on time. Forty-six percent is 
about the number of our members who 
attend our monthly meetings and get 
the word concerning one of our most 
necessary activities (paying dues). As 
you know, our membership dues pro-
vides a major part of our income which 

is used to help support our organiza-
tion’s projects. If you need a form or 
have questions, please contact Billie 
Seaton at 765-463-5701. Now is the 
time to make an all-out effort to mail 
in your dues prior to our October 4 
meeting. Thanks for your support! 
 
Volunteering continues to be our num-
ber one major challenge. Helping oth-
ers grow is ingrained in the Purdue 
Master Gardeners’ rich history. Each 
one of our members has made some 
sort of sacrifice when they answered 
the call to volunteer to be the best 
weed puller around. All of our mem-
bers must take pride in our club and 
lend a helping hand to lessen the load 
for those who are shouldering so much 
of the work. The club is so very thank-
ful for each members help. Thanks to 
each of you! 
 
When you look in the mirror today, 
we hope you will see yourself as a reju-
venated energetic volunteer ready to 

put your name on the line to help your 
club. Always remember that you are 
not a broken, defeated, helpless per-
son. What you think and say today 
goes a long way in determining the 
person you are going to be tomorrow. 
Every word you say affects you and 
your behavior as well as those around 
you. Choose to think and speak posi-
tive thoughts and avoid dwelling on a 
personal problem. Look forward to-
wards a satisfying future that brings 
you closer to the person you want to 
be. Don’t forget the goals you set for 
yourself way back on New Years’ Day. 
You can still reach them with concen-
trated effort and a plan. We wish you 
the very best future possible and want 
to Thank you for all you have done in 
the past and all you plan to do in the 
future. Your volunteer contributions 
are greatly appreciated! 
 

                                           Jerry and John  

http://www.hgtv.com/design/outdoor-design/landscaping-and-hardscaping/almost-free-outdoor-updates-pictures
http://www.hgtv.com/design/outdoor-design/landscaping-and-hardscaping/almost-free-outdoor-updates-pictures
http://www.hgtv.com/design/outdoor-design/landscaping-and-hardscaping/almost-free-outdoor-updates-pictures
http://www.hgtv.com/design/outdoor-design/landscaping-and-hardscaping/almost-free-outdoor-updates-pictures
tel:765-463-5701
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The evening started at 6 p.m. with 
Mickey Penrod giving the blessing  
before the Hoedown pitch-in dinner. 
 
At 7 p.m., Cheryl McCool introduced 
the speaker for the evening, Cliff 
Sadof, Purdue Professor of Entomolo-
gy. His presentation was titled, “The 
Ash Tree Meltdown and Other Calam-
ities.” The program was very interest-
ing and at the end of the presentation, 
he answered numerous questions from 
the Master Gardeners and distributed 
copies of a Purdue Extension bulletin 
titled “Protecting Pollinators In Home 
Lawns and Landscapes”.   
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Cliff Sadof 
and then turned the meeting over to 
John Pickett who called the meeting to 
order at 8:15 p.m.   
 
The minutes of the August meeting 
were approved as posted in the  
September issue of the Garden Beet. 
John Pickett encouraged everyone  
to read the August Board meeting 
minutes carefully as several issues 
were  brought up which need  
further consideration.   
 
John Orick will be holding a “Growing 
Your Goals” session for Board Mem-
bers and project chairpersons to exam-
ine the individual Master Gardener 
projects and determine the vision for 
the future of the organization. Karen 
Mitchell reported that the goals work-
shop has been scheduled for Tuesday, 
October 18, 2016, at the Extension  
Office. She assured everyone that no 
decisions will be made about any of 
the projects; the session is to re-assess 
each of the projects. She will send  
an email to participants regarding  
the workshop. 
 
Karen Mitchell also noted that there 
was a lot of interest in the Yoga for 
Master Gardeners class. The class  
will be held on Mondays from 3 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the large conference room 
at the Extension Office and will run  
from September 19 through October 
10. She noted that there is limited  
 

space so everyone needs to let her 
know if they plan to attend. She also 
noted that you can earn education 
hours for attending the class.   
 
The new Master Gardener class start-
ed on August 31 with 41 students.  
The September 7 class will be going  
to Meigs Field; anyone wanting to  
attend should contact Karen Mitchell  
to make sure there is space. 
 
Karen Mitchell also informed everyone 
that there is a volunteer opportunity at 
the 4-H Expo on Saturday, September 
24 from noon to 5 p.m. at the Tippe-
canoe Mall. There will be a Master 
Gardener table there to promote the 
Master Gardener program to 4-H vol-
unteers. Anyone interested in signing 
up to volunteer should contact Karen. 
 
It was noted that there was a sign-up 
sheet at the back of the room for any-
one who would like to be a trellis for 
the vines in the new class. Karen 
Mitchell has gotten information from 
the new class members regarding any 
particular interests they have in order 
to help match trellises and vines with 
similar interests. 
 
The Master Gardeners were asked  
if there was interest in bringing  
back group trips with the cost of the 
trip being paid 100% by the partici-
pants. There was a lot of interest 
shown by the members in attendance 
at the meeting. 
 
Another item discussed was a memori-
al sign recognizing Jeff Phillips for the 
years of service he provided to the 
Master Gardeners. The cost of the sign 
was estimated at $375 for a sign that 
would match the current signs in the 
gardens. There was a significant 
amount of interest in such a sign so 
this topic will be discussed further  
at the next Board meeting which is 
scheduled for September 8 at 6 p.m.  
in the small conference room at the 
Extension Office. 
 
 
 

Pat Miller then briefly reviewed the 
budget for the 2017 fiscal year with a 
slide presentation. Total income was 
projected to be $12,300 and total ex-
penses were projected to be $12,295.   
 
Pat noted that financial procedures are 
available on the website and she, along 
with Laurie Madlung, will be giving a 
presentation on this topic. Pat Miller  
informed everyone that Laurie Mad-
lung can be contacted for assistance in 
preparing grant applications.   
 
Pat Miller also stated that Committee 
Chairs will each receive a budget  
for their project. Pat will provide  
each  Chair with a report on project 
expenses, which will include the  
remaining balance.  
 
Any questions regarding finance issues 
can be directed to either Pat Miller, 
Treasurer, or Laurie Madlung, Chair of 
the Finance Committee. 
 
Billie Seaton thanked those who have 
already paid their dues and reminded 
everyone else to get their dues paid by 
the end of October. Membership Ap-
plication and Annual Dues forms, 
along with checks, can be mailed to 
her. She reminded everyone to fill out 
the top and bottom portion of the  
form completely as they are separated. 
Billie keeps the top portion of the  
form for membership records and the 
bottom portion is given to Kay Falley, 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
 
The Purdue Master Gardener Volun-
teer Application form also needs to be 
completed annually as Karen Mitchell 
needs to run a background check each 
year. Please complete the form and  
see that it is given to Karen Mitchell. 
She noted that she also needs to check 
photo ID’s if she has not checked  
them previously. 
 
Carl Stafford asked everyone to sub-
mit their volunteer and education 
hours promptly. 
 
                                (continued on page 3) 

MGATC Minutes: September 6, 2016, 7 p.m., TCEO 



Board Minutes: September 8, 2016, 6 p.m., TCEO 
Present for the meeting were John 
Pickett, Jerry Millard, Jan Sadler, Pat 
Miller, Cheryl McCool, Debbie Ladd, 
and Karen Mitchell. 
 
John Pickett called the meeting to  
order at 6 p.m. 
 
The Minutes of the August Board 
meeting which were posted in the  
September issue of Garden Beet were 
approved with no changes. 
 
Dee Dilling was not present but it was 
noted that any member concerns 
should be directed to her so that she 
can send cards. 
 
The memorial sign for Jeff Phillips was 
discussed. A motion was made that a 
sign be purchased and anyone wishing 
to donate toward the sign would be 
welcome to do so. Check donations 
should be made payable to MGATC 
with “Jeff Phillips memorial sign” not-
ed in the memo section of the check.  
Several options were discussed such as 
a plaque on the shade structure in the 
Display and Idea Gardens, a plaque on 
a bench under the pergola, or a sign 
similar to the ones currently in the gar-
dens. Karen Mitchell will get quotes 
for these options and this topic will be 
discussed further at the October Board 
meeting. Cheryl McCool also suggest 
ed that a plaque be placed in the gar-
dens honoring Pat Millard.  

Pat Miller reported that she has re-
ceived a “final notice” letter from Van-
Guard indicating that MGATC can no 
longer invest in VanGuard’s money 
market due to new SEC rulings. Pat 
suggested moving the funds to an Old 
National Bank money market account; 
she will find out what steps would 
need to be taken and what it would 
cost to close the VanGuard account 
and open a new account. This matter 
will be discussed further at the Octo-
ber Board meeting. 
 
The Board discussed the problems 
with the watering system at the TCEO 
gardens. The records for the current 
system cannot be located and it is not 
clear what the liability is in regard to 
the funds/grant that was received to 
install the current system. However, it 
is definitely clear that something needs 
to be done. The MGATC needs to have 
a plumber evaluate the water lines in 
relation to the needs of the gardens. It 
was also suggested that a landscaper 
be contacted to help determine water 
requirements for all of the plants. John 
Pickett will check with Sue Swick to 
see if she has lined up a plumber for 
assistance. Once it is determined what 
is needed, Laurie Madlung will be  
asked to assist in preparing a grant 
request to address the issues. 
 
Karen Mitchell reported that the new 
class is going well. John Pickett noted 

that only eight people signed up to  
be trellises for the new class. He will 
contact others to obtain additional 
trellis volunteers. 
 
Jerry Millard and Ed Knoth will  
be working on the pergola later  
this month. 
 
Jerry Millard also noted that more vol-
unteers are needed. In regard to the 
Display and Idea Gardens, Pat Miller 
will prepare a list for Jerry Millard and 
John Pickett to divide up the Display 
and Idea Gardens into separate gar-
dens in order to get more volunteers. 
 
Debbie Ladd stated that she is resign-
ing her position as Member-at-Large 
as of the end of September. Jerry Mil-
lard will work on getting someone to 
replace her as of October 1. 
 
Jolaine Roberts has agreed to organize 
a trip in 2017, noting that each partici-
pant will pay his/her own way.   
 
There being no further business to dis-
cuss, the Board meeting was adjourned 
at 7:25 p.m. 
 

                                               Respectfully submitted, 
                             Jan Sadler, Recording Secretary 
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John Pickett thanked Joanne Liphard 
and the rest of the Social Committee 
for their work preparing for the Hoe-
down. Joanne Liphard thanked every-
one for bringing their food items and 
reminded everyone to pick up their 
dishes before leaving. 
 
It is nearing the end of this season in 
the gardens but help is still needed for 
a few weeks of weeding and picking.  
Mentors are needed to help in the 
Demo Gardens. Take time to meet the  
 

new students, invite them to meetings 
and to help in the gardens.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled 
on October 4; the next Board meeting 
is Thursday, September 8 at 6 p.m. 
 
Cheryl McCool asked everyone to 
please feel free to give her sugges- 
tions for future speakers at the  
monthly meetings. 
 
 
 

Jerry Millard noted that Peggy Hous-
ley recently had knee replacement sur-
gery and Julieann Davis sprained her 
back. He will contact Dee Dilling to 
send cards to each of them. 
 
Ed Knoth asked anyone using chim-
ney sweeps to please give him names 
and numbers. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
   

                                               Respectfully submitted, 
                             Jan Sadler, Recording Secretary 

Minutes (continued from page 2) 

The fall of a leaf is a whisper to the living. 
                                                                                                                                              ~ Russian Proverb  



MGATC Financial Information 
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FINANCIAL REPORT   

July 1 through August 31, 2016 
 
Beginning Balance $23,513.94 
 

INCOME  
 
MG State Conference $61.00 
Admin $82.00 
Garden Open House $342.96 
Interest $.35 

 
EXPENSES 

 
State Conference $1,177.80 
Scholarship/Education $1,260.00 
Pass Through for Community Gardens $850.00 
Garden Open House $198.34 
Gardens & AAS $3,905.21 
Admin $220.88 
 
Ending Balance $16,388.02 

BUDGET 2017 
 
INCOME SOURCES 
 
Garden Expo $6,800 
Dues           $5,500 
Total Income $12,300 
  
EXPENSES 
 
Adopt-a-Spots/Gardens $950 
Extension Gardens $3,600 
Garden Expo $1,325 
Other Projects $375 
Education $2,345 
Member Services $1,575 
Administration      $2,125 
Total Expenses $12,295 
 
NET INCOME $5 
 

                                                                                                    Pat Miller, Treasurer 

MGATC Roots 
 
Interesting read from the November 
1995 Garden Beet. 
  
“Master Gardeners active Elsewhere 
  
“The Shedd Aquarium had members of 
the Master Gardeners Program of Chi-
cago among its volunteer crew this 
past summer.  
 
“While the Master Gardener program 
is only 15 years old, its roots go back to 
the land grant, or agricultural, colleges 
of the 1880s.  Throughout the United 
States, these colleges, including the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-
Urbana, established county-by-county 
extension services.  The role of the 
agents of each state’s service was to 
reach beyond the university setting 
and dispense practical information on 
agriculture and horticulture to the 
general public.  From this the Master 
Gardeners Program emerged.  
 
“Master Gardeners is a more formal 
method for teaching horticulture.  Par-
ticipants take courses on controlling 
insects and plant disease, raising vege- 

 
 
tables and developing lawns. The Chi-
cago program has broadened its scope 
to include beautification classes.   
 
“Once the 80 or so yearly participants 
in the Chicago area complete the 
course of study, they are required to 
donate 60 hours of work to city beau-
tification projects on the parks and 
at  community and school gardens. 
This is the first year Shedd has partici-
pated in the program. The 16 Master 
Gardeners volunteering there help 
with cleanup, planting and pruning.   
 
“The Master Gardeners, along with the 
year-round volunteers, help incorpo-
rate the grounds into the Aquarium’s 
educational offerings from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. On selected 
weekend days, 30 minute tours of the 
nine gardens are given at 12:20, 1:30 
and 2:30 p.m. For more information on 
tour availability, contact the Volunteer 
Services office, 312-986-2281. (Aquari-
um News-submitted by Kaye Bass)” 
  

                                                                   Dee Dee Long   
 

For  
gardeners, 

autumn  
possesses 

ever as 
much in 
terms of  

anticipation 
as does 
spring.  

                          ~Daniel J Hinckley 

tel:312-986-2281


Latest Dirt                                    Garden Gossip 
(continued from page 1) 

 
together. Smaller bulbs usually make 
an impact when 25 or more are planted 
together. Tulips can really be seen 
when 12 or more are grouped togeth-
er. Larger bulbs and large flower heads 
like alliums and daffodils can be seen 
with as few as three together but for a 
large WOW try seven to nine togeth-
er! 3. Plant your bulbs as soon as the 
ground is cold and when evenings are 
consistently in the 40s and 50s. A good 
tip is to plant six weeks before the 
ground freezes in your area. 4. Plant 
the bulbs in loosened soil following 
the directions on the bulb’s packaging. 
Now is the time to add compost or 
fertilizer if your soil lacks nutrients.  
In general, plant bulbs three times  
the height of the bulb. For example, a 
2” tall daffodil bulb should be planted 
6” deep. Plant pointy side up. Some-
times it is hard to determine which 
side is the pointy end; if there is a 
question, plant the bulb on its side.  
5. Try planting some spring bulbs in 
containers. Create a stunning display 
in your containers by adding bulbs for 
spring. When planting in a container, 
don’t be afraid to pack it full of bulbs. 
Plant bulbs for different heights to cre-
ate an interesting display and longer 
seasonal appeal. You can easily put 20 
to 30 bulbs in a 14- to 20-inch across 
pot. Experiment, have fun, it will be 
worth it!   

  
Vote for your favorite therapeutic 

garden. National Garden Bureau is 
now in its third year of aiding and as-
sisting therapeutic gardens with their 
missions of serving those in need 
through the use of horticulture thera-
py. Earlier this year, it issued a call to 
enter for established therapeutic gar-
dens to apply for $5,000 worth of 
grants that will be given away this fall. 
Of all entries, its panel of experts nar-
rowed the field to three finalists. 
Those three finalists are profiled at 
http://ngb.org/vote/ and it’s easy to 
vote for your choice. At the site, you 
can view a video of each garden and 
vote for your favorite in hopes they 
will be the grand prize winner of a 

$3,000 grant. Runner ups will each 
receive a $1,000 grant. One vote per  
IP address.  

  
From Friends of Old Bulbs Gazette, the 

newsletter of Old House Gardens, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan: “Tiger lilies were 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s favorite flower, 
and he grew masses of them in the gar-
dens of Taliesin, his spectacular Wis-
consin home and studio. Taliesin’s 
Cultural Landscape Coordinator, Jes-
sica Tripalin, emailed us earlier this 
summer saying, ‘The 50 tiger lilies you 
sent us last fall look amazing in the 
gardens here. The preservation crew is 
aiming to restore the entire estate to 
the year Mr. Wright passed. Our goal 
is to attain the look and feel of 1959. I 
am so happy with the results in the 
gardens this year. Thank you so much 
for your beautiful plants!’ Tiger lilies 
are native to Japan and were frequent-
ly depicted in Japanese art. It’s easy to 
see how their simplicity, grace, and 
drama appealed to Wright, and no 
doubt they also reminded him of the 
months he lived in Tokyo while over-
seeing the construction of his early 
masterpiece, the Imperial Hotel.” 

  
“A team of researchers, including 

several from the University of Califor-
nia, Riverside, have found that flowers 
are a hot spot of transmission of bacte-
ria that end up in the microbiome of 
wild bees. The research, which was 
just published in the journal Microbial 
Ecology, shows for the first time that 
multiple flower and wild bee species 
share several of the same types of bac-
teria. Bees therefore obtain both food 
and bacteria from flowers. These bac-
teria may play important roles in bee 
health. The research on the wild bee 
microbiome, or the community of mi-
croorganisms that live in the bee, fol-
lows similar work on the human mi-
crobiome that has surged in popularity 
in the past decade. There has been re-
search on the microbiome of honey-
bees and bumblebees, but very little on 
wild bees.” To find out more, visit 
http://phys.org/news/2016-09-critical-
link-bacteria-transmission-wild.html.  

 

Seeds, Seeds, Seeds 
 
It’s time to collect seeds for the Seeds 
for Scholarship Committee. Please 
turn them in at any MG meeting. The 
time you spend collecting and packag-
ing the seeds counts for MG hours. 
Don’t forget to include the form which 
is located on the MG web page at: 
http://www.tippecanoe mastergarden-
er.org/controlled/memberforms.html. 
Please include as much information 
about the seeds as possible. 
 

         Barb Almanza, Pat Miller, Chris Ramsey 
 
 

Except  
the vine, 
there is  
no plant 
which 
bears a 
fruit of  
as great  

importance 
as the  
olive. 
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What’s Happening  

September 28  1-3 p.m. 
GBS/NICHES 

Literature & Nature Hike 
Brooke Criswell 

Brooke Criswell (NICHES Education 
& Outreach Coordinator) will guide 
you on a hike, featuring the writings  
of noteworthy writers, and pose 
thought provoking questions while 
walking through a beautiful native 
sand barren and woodland habitat. 
Bring a water bottle and wear com-
fortable shoes for walking 
 

October 5  1-3 p.m.  LNC  
Birds on the Wing (Migration) 

Susan Ulrich 
Susan Ulrich (avid birder and natural-
ist) leads an indoor presentation fol-
lowed by an outdoor hunt to see what 
bird species are moving through as 
well as what residents we can find. 
 

October 12  1-3 p.m.  LNC  
Intro to Nature Apps  

Rosie Lerner 
Rosie Lerner (Purdue Extension) 
along with other presenters will intro-
duce apps for our mobile devices. 
Learn how to use your phone and tab-
let outdoors to help identify plants, 
trees, and wildlife, as well as get an 
introduction to handy garden apps. 
Come and share your favorite apps for 
nature. Bring your binoculars. 
 
From Lynn Layden: There are many 
new sources of information to take out 
into your garden or into the woods to 
help you identify trees, birds, flowers, 
tomato diseases, star systems at night, 
etc. Rosie Lerner will be the first pre-
senter, focusing on apps developed by 
Purdue. We also hope to have others 
describe or demonstrate their favorite 
apps. I haven’t been able to find a web-
site for reviewing applications that is 
similar to Goodreads, so I am relying 
on help from people who use these 
apps out in the field. Can you write or 
call me with your favorite apps for na-
ture and for gardening? I would appre-
ciate hearing from Master Gardeners! 
Lynn’s contact information is 463-
2242 or  layden.lm@frontier.com. 

October 19  1-3 p.m.  HHP  
Fall Color Walk 

Sally Weeks 
Join Sally Weeks (Purdue Dendrolo-
gist) on this walk to, not only identify 
the many different tree, shrub, and 
wildflower species, but also to enjoy 
their fall colors. Note: construction on 
Happy Hollow Road may mean one-
way traffic. 
 

October 26  7-9 p.m.  LNC  
A Place Called Turkey Run 

Dan Shepardson 
Dr. Shepardson (Purdue’s Depart-
ments of Earth, Atmospheric & Plane-
tary Sciences and Curriculum & In-
struction) will lead us on an explora-
tion of the natural history of Turkey 
Run State Park using photos and text 
from his new book, “A Place Called 
Turkey Run.” Photographic tech-
niques will also be discussed. Auto-
graphed books will be available for a 
cash purchase of $40. 
 
LOCATIONS : 
GSB/NICHES (Granville Sand Barrens): Meet at  
1 p.m. in the property parking lot (directions can be found  
at www.nicheslandtrust.org) or join the carpool from LNC  
at 12:30 p.m. 
HHP (Happy Hollow Park): In West Lafayette off  
Happy Hollow Road. Meet in the first parking lot by  
the playground. 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area):  
In West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, 
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 

 

RIP Squad  
 
The RIP (Remove Invasive Species) 
Squad’s October 2016 volunteer work-
days are Tuesdays and Thursdays  
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. The RIP Squad  
is sponsored by the West Central 
Chapter of INPAWS (Indiana Native 
Plant and Wildflower Society) and the 
Sycamore Audubon Society in cooper-
ation with the Tippecanoe County 
Park’s Department. 
    
Tuesday October 18 and 25 they will 
be at Prophet’s Rock Woods removing 
bush honeysuckle and burning bush. 
Meet at the little parking lot near 
Prophet’s Rock on Prophet’s Rock 
Road, just north of 600 North in Battle 
Ground. Long sleeves, long pants, 

gloves, and boots are recommended. 
They will be either pulling out or cut-
ting/lopping/sawing/herbiciding inva-
sive shrubs. Bring loppers or stump 
pullers if you have them.   
 
Thursday October 20 and 27 they will 
be at Ross Hills Park removing bush 
honeysuckle and other shrubby inva-
sives. Take South River Road/Division 
Road past Ft. Ouiatenon, and past the 
Granville Bridge; then turn left on 875 
West (past the Ravines Golf Course 
buildings). Follow the signs for Ross 
Hills Park, and take it’s entrance road 
to the Ross House parking lot (left 
turn from the entrance road). Long 
sleeves, long pants, gloves, and boots 
are recommended. They will be either 
pulling out or cutting/lopping/sawing/
herbiciding invasive shrubs. Bring  
loppers or stump pullers if you  
have them. 
 

INPAWS Program 
 

October 24 7 p.m.  LNC  
Backyard Habitat Workshop.   

How to make your yard  
friendly for wildlife  
Steve Van Zant 

Steve Van Zant, Indiana Wildlife Fed-
eration, will present what and where  
to plant, what species you can attract, 
etc. The Indiana Wildlife Federation 
has a backyard wildlife certification 
program for yards that provide good 
wildlife habitat.   
 
Local INPAWS programs are the 
fourth Monday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Lilly Nature Center. People are 
also invited to join others, which usu-
ally includes the speaker, for dinner 
before the meeting at 6 p.m. at the 
MCL Cafeteria in West Lafayette. 
 

mailto:layden.lm@frontier.com
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Garden Beet Help Needed 
 
Since February 1993 Connie Kingman 
has been contributing a major portion 
of the content of the Garden Beet. Sadly, 
after the December issue, we will no 
longer be reading “The Herb Bed,” 
“The Latest Dirt,” and all of those won-
derful quotes and recipes. I am looking 
for volunteers to create new columns 
and to search for quotes and recipes. 
This could be one person or multiple 
people. This is the perfect opportunity 
to earn volunteer hours for those of 
you who have a hard time working in 
the gardens. If you would like to vol-
unteer for one of these opportunities, 
please contact me at 765-589-8601 or 
MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com. 
 
Connie has contributed wonderful 
content over the years and has made 
the Garden Beet the publication that  
it is today. I will miss working with 
her and wish her the best of luck in  
the future. 
 

                                                             Chris Ramsey 
                                  Garden Beet Editor 
 

National FFS Nursery/
Landscape Career  
Development Event 
  
The National FFA Nursery/Landscape 
Career Development event will be held 
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds on  
October 19 and 20. If you wish to vol-
unteer, please follow the link below 
and complete the form. Please indicate 
which day you are interested in assist-
ing.  If there is a certain area you wish 
to volunteer in, please let me know. 
The link to register is https://register. 
ffa.org/profile/form/index.cfm?PK 
FormID=0x56982abcd. The deadline 
for submissions is October 7th. If  
you have questions, please feel free  
to contact Roberta at 765-474-0793  
or rcrabtree@purdue.edu. 
 
                 Roberta Crabtree, County Extension  
                    Director/Community Development 
 

 
to grow olives by this method will of-
ten fail. The olive tree is very demand-
ing of light, and potted trees must be 
up-potted at least once each year or 
else treated as a large bonsai tree. I 
don’t know about you, but this sounds 
like a challenge to me.  
  
Dwarf olive species are particularly 
well-suited to container gardening and 
will require regular pruning to main-
tain the desirable three or four main 
branches. Keep in mind that olives de-
velop on previous year’s growth. If you 
over-prune new growth, the tree’s 
ability to produce fruit will be hin-
dered. Most olive trees need a pollina-
tor tree of a different cultivar to fruit; 
however, there are non-fruiting culti-
vars available.  
  
Olives belong to a group of fruit called 
drupes, or stone fruits. They are very 
high in vitamin E and other powerful 
antioxidants. Studies show that olives 
are good for the heart and may protect 
against osteoporosis and cancer. The 
healthy fats in olives are extracted to 
produce extra virgin olive oil, one of 
the key components of the incredibly 
healthy Mediterranean diet, contain-
ing less saturated fat and more of the 
healthy fats that help lower LDL and 
increase HDL in the blood. 
  
Olive fruits are green and eventually 
turn black as they ripen. Olives that 
are harvested when they are still green 
have a peppery, grassy, or more herba-
ceous flavor, while olives harvested 
when darker have a milder, buttery 
flavor. Olives are ripe enough for  
green pickling when the juice inside  
is cloudy instead of clear. While you 
can turn the fruits of any olive tree  
into oil, certain cultivars produce  
higher quality oils.  
  
When I discovered that ingesting ran-
cid oils is unhealthy for the human 
body, I began purchasing my vegetable 
oils in smaller containers, keeping  
them in a dark, cool place, even refrig- 
 
 

 

erating them to keep them fresh. A 
quote by Jose Andres now has me 
checking the expiration dates on the 
bottles: “After a year, the aromatics in 
an olive oil are gone. Sometimes the 
bottles on the shelf in the supermarket 
are there a lot longer than you are.”  
  
With the abundance of olive trees in 
the Mediterranean, I’m sure the rich 
fragrance that my husband inhaled in 
Spain was from the freshest fruits and 
oils, something we must search to find 
in our Hoosier clime.   

 

 

Poor Man's Pesto 
From Perkin’s Good Earth Farm  

  

3-4 c. packed basil leaves 
3-4 large cloves garlic, peeled 

1/3 c. olive oil 
1/3 c. parmesan cheese, grated or shredded  

salt and pepper, to taste 
12 oz. pasta (spaghetti, linguine, rotini, etc.) 

 
Cook pasta according to package directions. 

Put basil and garlic in food processor. Run for 

about 10 seconds. Scrape sides and pulse until 
minced well. While the food processor is run-

ning, drizzle in olive oil until you have a smooth 
paste. Move the mixture to a bowl. Add parme-

san, salt, and pepper. Toss the pesto with hot 
pasta and serve immediately. Serves 4. 

   

Olive Hummus  
  

1 clove garlic  
1 15-oz. can garbanzo beans (chickpeas), 

drained and rinsed  
1 6-oz. can black olives, drained and liquid re-

served  
1/4 c. olive oil, or as needed 

 
Place garlic in food processor and pulse until 

garlic is minced. Add garbanzo beans; puree 
until chickpeas have broken down into a paste. 

Pour in liquid from olives, only 1 tablespoon at a 

time; puree until fully incorporated, about 2 to 
3 tablespoons liquid in total. Keep food proces-

sor running and slowly drizzle olive oil into 
hummus until smooth and desired consistency 

is reached. Add olives to the hummus and pulse 
3 to 7 times until olives are chopped and evenly 

distributed. Store in a plastic container and 
keep refrigerated. Also try with green olives  

or both.   

https://register.ffa.org/event/56982
tel:765-474-0793
mailto:rcrabtree@purdue.edu
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     by Connie Kingman 
  
Perusing past copies of our Garden Beet, 
I reread Ann Hunt’s “Day in Donana” 
from the August 2010 issue. It told of 
her travels in southern Spain. She de-
scribed Spain as a “beautiful, arid 
country filled with friendly people, 
olive groves, magnificent cathedrals, 
sandy beaches, and modern cities.”         
  
It was her reference to the olive groves 
that reminded me of my husband’s 
comments after he visited Spain for the 
first time in the 1970s. He was inspired 
by the olive groves and astounded by 
the colossal size of their olives, being 
familiar only with the bottled and 
canned fruits available in our area gro-
ceries at that time. He still speaks of 
the overwhelming aroma of the olive 
and its oil that permeated the land-

scape and its people. While working 
there, he even noticed the aroma emit-
ting from the associates with whom he 
carried on business. Perhaps Ann ex-
perienced that phenomenon, too. 
  
From where the olive tree (Olea euro-
paea) is native is a controversial sub-
ject. Some argue that it was first dis-
covered in Asia some 6,000 years ago. 
Others say the cultivated olive tree, 
our domestic olive tree, comes from a 
wild species existing in ancient times 
in Sicily and Sardinia.  
 
 The history of olive use in the Medi-
terranean area dates back to before 
written history, to the Upper Paleo-
lithic Era. Later, in ancient Greece, the 
olive tree was so vital to society it was 
considered sacred. Olive oil was used 
to anoint kings and athletes. It was a 

valuable trade commodity; Homer 
called olive oil “Liquid Gold.” The  
olive branch symbolizes peace and 
prosperity, and since an olive tree can 
live for longer than a thousand years,  
it symbolized wisdom and vitality in 
ancient Greece.  
  
In their natural-growing habitats, olive 
trees are long-growing and can grow 
to 50 feet tall, with a 30-foot spread. 
Unfortunately, Indiana climate is not 
conducive to growing olives. The  
trees require a subtropical climate and 
do best with mild winters and long, 
warm, and dry summers. They are sen-
sitive to hard-freezing environments. 
 
Hoosiers may grow olive trees in con-
tainers, when moved indoors over win-
ter and allowed to go dormant. From 
some reports I have read, attempting  
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