
October 2017 

Dear Gardening 
Friends, 
 
I know that one of our 
challenges in the Mas-
ter Gardener organiza-
tion is getting to know 
one another. To that 
end, I thought you 
might enjoy getting to 
know your officers. 
Cheryl has agreed to be 
first in the series with me. As always, 
we encourage you to contact us if we 
can be of any assistance to you. 
 
Jolaine Roberts, Co-President, Class of 1999 
 
I had a great employer in 1999 that al-
lowed me to take time off on Thurs-
days to attend the morning Master 
Gardener classes. Like many, I came 
from a family that liked to garden. My 
husband is from a farm family, so at 
our house he is in charge of edibles and 
I tend the flowers. Although I am re-
luctant to admit it, my yard is in a con-
stant state of flux. I am notorious for 
planting and then moving stuff. I can’t 
stand to discard plants. Currently, I 
have peonies residing in my compost 
pile because I have not decided where 
to plant them (by the way, they look 
great.) My favorite plants are hostas, 
peonies, and ornamental grasses. You 
will notice I have listed plants that are 
impossible to kill! I have two projects  
I am dreaming about. The first is to 
resurrect the hostas, lily of the valley, 
and spiderwort that took a beating 
when we had the dead spruce trees 
removed this summer. The second, 

more ambitious project is to make a 
cutting garden in the former chicken 
pen and resurrect my bee hives. Sadly, 
the weeds are taller than the fence, but 
I will enjoy planning it this winter. 
Some of my past involvement in MG 
has included serving as treasurer and 
recording secretary, and various com-
mittees including: social, tri-state con-
ference, state conference, educational 
bus trips, and participating in the trel-
lis/vine program. 
 
Cheryl McCool, Co-President, Class of 2009 
 
I love vegetable and flower gardening 
and have 6 raised beds in my back yard 
filled with tomatoes, pepper, squash, 
cabbage, etc. I also have lots of peren-
nials lining my fence in the back yard 
and lots of pots and containers filled 
with flowers and herbs on the deck 
and front porch. 
 
My favorite activities with Master 
Gardeners is being chair of Garden 
Expo for the past three years after be-
ing volunteer coordinator prior to be-
ing chair. I also love being on the board 
and have been corresponding secre-

tary, recording secretary, and vice 
president prior to this new office. I 
have enjoyed working with Julie Ann 
on the North Dark Roots garden this 
summer and being an advisor for the 
Eisenhower Road Head Start garden. I 
also worked with Sue Swick and 
Mickey Penrod last year in the AAS 
gardens which proved very fruitful. 
I would like to change some flower 
beds and some landscaping in my front 
yard this fall and in the spring, so I 
hope to find the time. 

A Word From Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Donna Cumberland at donna.d.cumberland@gmail.com. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Programs 
 

October 3  6:30 p.m. 
Meigs Farm 

6 p.m. Social Time 

Trailer tour of the farm at  
9101 South 100 East 

Bring your lawn chair. Directions to 
Meigs Farm:  
 Go south out of Lafayette on US 231 

South  
 Turn east (left) onto county road 800 

South  
 Turn south (right) onto county road 

100 East  
 Watch for the signs on the left-hand 

side of the road.   
 
November 7  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 

6 p.m. Social Time 

Soilmaker 
Jody Tishmack, Ph.D. 

Jody will focus on what members can 
do to make a successful composting  
area at the Extension Office.   

  
For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9101+South+100+East&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:dlong70@ivytech.edu
mailto:grammajanx8@comcast.net
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As the speaker was delayed, Cheryl 
McCool called the meeting to order  
at 7 p.m. She and Jolaine Roberts  
introduced themselves as the new  
co-presidents. 
 
Cheryl McCool and Jolaine Roberts 
reminded members that the October 
monthly meeting will be located at 
Meig Farms and begin at 6:30 p.m. At-
tendees should bring lawn chairs due 
to limited seating. 
 
Sheila Koller noted that a change 
needed to be made for both the August 
monthly meeting minutes and the Au-
gust Board meeting minutes. Both sets 
of minutes refer to the Cumberland 
Community Gardens as the Cumber-
land Flower Beds. With this change, 
the minutes were approved. 
 
Jim Jeray gave the Treasurer’s Report 
as of August 31, 2017. After adding in-
come and deducting expenses, the 
checking account balance at the end  
of August was $22,691.50. After de-
ducting the restricted funds, the avail-
able checking account balance was 
$14,947.08. The savings account bal-
ance was $10,528.95. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported on a recent 
Cumberland Community Gardens 
meeting regarding the City of West 

Lafayette’s proposed plans to build an 
aquatic center on the property. John 
Pickett asked for interest from meet-
ing attendees in cleaning abandoned 
plots. He and Cheryl McCool then  
discussed MGATC’s future role in  
the sponsorship and maintenance of 
the gardens. 
 
At 7:12 p.m., Cheryl McCool intro-
duced Melinda Appold, Assistant  
Professor of Landscape Architecture  
at Purdue University. Her presenta-
tion, “Purdue Bee Farm,” described  
the planning and implementation of  
a bee-friendly pollinator garden west 
of Purdue’s campus. She detailed the 
design process that incorporated  
native plant species and that appealed 
to bees. She also invited the audience 
to visit the “Friends of the Purdue Bee 
Farm Garden” Facebook page and to 
volunteer in the garden on future com-
munity work days. 
 
Following the presentation, Cheryl 
McCool resumed the meeting  
at 8:10 p.m. 
 
Cheryl McCool reported previous  
discussions from the August board 
meeting regarding the size and place-
ment of the planned sign in memory of 
Jeff Phillips. 
 

Connie Brown expressed gratitude for 
the opportunities that the Extension 
Gardens allow for the entire communi-
ty to be involved. 
 
Two vacant committee chair positions 
need volunteers: Co-Chair of the Chil-
dren’s Garden, to replace Viola Jones, 
and Chair of the Social Committee, to 
replace Joanne Liphard. 
 
Jan Sadler announced that the Decem-
ber meeting will take place on Decem-
ber 5, 2017 at Judy’s Catering. Mem-
bers who plan on attending will need 
to pay $10, which should be given to 
Pat Miller. 
 
Tonia Kasica announced a public 
workshop for nutrition and cooking 
with herbs on Saturday, September 16 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
 
Billie Seaton thanked those members 
who have submitted their dues for the 
upcoming year. She also requested that 
those members who mailed their dues 
contact her to ensure that she received 
them since she had been on vacation. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Minutes: September 5, 2017, 7 p.m., TCEO 

Treasurer’s Report 
Since I am spending some time getting 
organized around my new responsibil-
ities and gaining access to reports from 
the bank, I will keep the October re-
port brief. By the time of the meeting I 
expect to have more details. 
 
We ended August with a balance of 
$22, 691.50 and with a net after re-
stricted funds of $14,947.08. In the 
first half of September there were very 
few transactions. I deposited $953 
dues and three people cashed checks 
for $119.57. With those changes and 
after a minor adjustment the current 
balance is $23,524.93 of which 
$16,146.51 is unrestricted. 

Soon I expect to receive more dues 
checks from Billie including those she 
collected at the Hoe Down. To date we 
have about 20% of our budgeted dues 
in the bank. 
 

 Jim Jeray, Treasurer 

 Carrot and Apple Salad  
(4 servings) 

 

2 T honey 

2 T walnut or EVOO (extra virgin olive 

oil ) 

2 T fresh lemon juice 

1 green apple cored and thinly sliced 

2 carrots peeled and cut into coins 

1/2 C walnut pieces, toasted 
 

In large bowl, whisk honey, oil, and lem-

on juice; season. Toss apple and carrots 

with dressing. Sprinkle with nuts. 

                                         ----Rachel Ray 

https://www.facebook.com/PurdueBeeFarmGarden/
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueBeeFarmGarden/


Jolaine Roberts called the meeting to 
order at 6 p.m. Present for the meeting 
were Jolaine Roberts, Cheryl McCool, 
Jan Sadler, Dee Dee Long, Jim Jeray, 
Pat Miller, Jerry Millard, John Pickett, 
Kristen Noel, Sheila Koller, and  
Renne Levons. 
 
The August Board meeting minutes 
were approved with two revisions: 
Sheila Koller will not be assuming 
leadership of the Cumberland Com-
munity Gardens and Cumberland 
Flower Beds needs to be changed to 
Cumberland Community Gardens. 
With these changes, the minutes  
were approved. 
 
Jim Jeray distributed copies of the  
August 31, 2017 Financial Report.  
The checking account balance for  
unrestricted funds was $14,947 and 
the savings account balance was 
$10,528.95. Restricted funds in  
the amount of $7,744.42 remain in  
the account for irrigation, grants,  
and scholarships. 
 
Jim Jeray then answered questions 
regarding the approved budget for  
Fiscal Year 2018 from the August 
board meeting. He clarified that all 
maintenance costs are included in  
the budget’s figures. 
 
Jerry Millard reported on the status  
of the repairs to be made on the Chil-
dren’s Garden shed, as previously dis-
cussed in the August board meeting. 

He and Ed Knoth plan to caulk all 
cracks in the structure and replace 
rotted boards; they estimate approxi-
mately $150 for the requisite materials.  
A motion was made to approve this 
figure for repairs. The motion was se-
conded and approved. 
 
Sheila Koller was in attendance to dis-
cuss the Cumberland Community Gar-
dens. The board members discussed 
the potential complications involved 
for MGATC and the plot owners if the 
City of West Lafayette repossesses the 
gardens prior to the end of the 2018 
growing season. Board members 
agreed to suspend discussion until 
West Lafayette offers further clarifica-
tion. Jolaine Roberts and Cheryl 
McCool volunteered to communicate 
with Cumberland plot owners regard-
ing further developments. 
 
Jerry Millard reported on the status of 
the Jeff Phillips memorial sign. The 
board agreed that the sign should be 
constructed from the same material as 
existing signage in the Extension Gar-
dens. Following the conclusion of the 
meeting, board members visited the 
pergola to estimate the sign’s size. 
Based on this information, an estimate 
of the sign’s cost will be provided at a 
future meeting. 
 
Jolaine Roberts encouraged board 
members to interact with the current 
Master Gardener class, especially to 
assist with set up and tear down for 

each class. She also asked for volun-
teers for the Trellis and Vine program. 
Based on Jerry Millard’s suggestion 
from the August board meeting, the 
board agreed that current Master Gar-
dener class attendees can volunteer at 
the Extension Gardens. 
 
Jolaine Roberts detailed current  
volunteer openings, including the 
Children’s Garden Co-Chair position 
and the Social Committee Chair. She 
volunteered to write descriptions of 
each position to be published in the 
October Garden Beet. 
 
Jolaine Roberts then reported figures 
regarding declining attendance  
at monthly Master Gardener meet-
ings. Board members discussed  
potential barriers to attendance.  
Suggestions to improve meeting  
attendance are welcome; for the time 
being, members can direct their com-
ments to Jolaine Roberts. 
 
In response to the request for direc-
tions to Meigs Farm at the September 
MGATC monthly meeting, Dee  
Dee Long and Jan Sadler volunteered 
to email directions prior to the  
October meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

Board Minutes, September 7, 2017, 6 p.m., TCEO 
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Apple-Barrel Sparkle  

(8 servings) 
  
8 cups sweet cider 

4 slices lemon, halved 

whole cloves 
 

Heat cider just to boiling in a large 

saucepan or kettle; turn off heat. Stud 

lemon slices with cloves; add to pan; 

cover. Steep 10 minutes. Pour into large 

cups or mugs, adding a lemon slice to 

each. Serve hot. 

The scarlet of maples can shake me        
like a cry 

Of bugles going by. 
And my lonely spirit thrills 
to see the frosty asters like smoke 
upon the hills. 

                                     William Bliss Carman    



Great Gadgets and Tools 
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By Mike Hathaway 
 
Maybe this should be titled HOT 
Gadgets. My wife Kathryn gave me 
two compost thermometers for Christ-
mas a number of years ago. It looks 
like an oven thermometer on steroids. 
The metal shaft or stem is 20 inches 
long with a round temperature dial  
on top. Temperature is measured at 
the bottom tip. You just poke it deep 
into the center or side of the pile.  
Very simple.  
 
Compost thermometers are great for 
monitoring the pile so I know if more 
greens or browns or aeration or mois-
ture are needed. Greens are nitrogen-
rich and browns are carbon-rich. I turn 
the piles once in a while (or not). But 
it is fun to check the thermometer now 
and then. I think 165 degrees is my  
record, but I know some of you beat 
that temperature. 
 
With fewer grass clippings, garden 
and veg scraps, and a lot more brown 
leaves, the compost pile is just begin-
ning to cool down this time of year. I 
know some gardeners keep a hot pile 
going through much of the winter.  
But I’m okay with a slow process. 
Compost happens. I think there are  
T-shirts that say that. 
 
When I rake up autumn leaves, I usu-
ally run the mower with the bagger 
attachment over them - dump and  
repeat. Smaller pieces compost faster. 
These can be mixed with the last grass 
and garden clippings of the year or put 
them in a separate pile or bag them to 
mix with greens next year. I also apply 
a thin 1” or 2” layer of these chopped 
up leaves as mulch over flower and 
vegetable beds. It also works well to 
hide newly dug soil over fall-planted 
spring bulbs - sometimes this fools the 
squirrels. But I usually apply animal 
repellent granules over tulip and hya-
cinth bulbs. Sometimes I also apply 
pre-emergent weed granules over the 
leaf mulch to keep cold season weeds 
from getting started, but not in areas 
where we want self-seeding annual or 

perennial flowers. Kathryn always sur-
face sows columbine seed in fall and 
winter so that it gets the cold stratifi-
cation it needs to germinate. “Surface 
sow” sounds better than tossing hand-
fuls around, which is really what she 
does. These columbines grow happily 
among the spring bulbs. 
 
Speaking of bulbs, I’m going to try  
using the compost thermometer to 
check soil temperature this fall. Fall 
planting of spring bulbs begins when 
soil temperatures are 55 degrees or 
less. The thermometer tip needs to be 
pushed about 3 or 4 inches into soil  
to measure the temperature. If this 
doesn’t work, then maybe I’ll receive 
another gadget for Christmas: an  
actual soil thermometer.  
 
Planting bulbs can continue until soil 
freezes. In garden beds where summer 
annuals are done, you can also dig 
broad deep holes now; keep the soil  
in plastic trugs or big pots until bulb 
planting time. Mix a little organic  
bulb fertilizer in the bottom of the 
hole, place the bulbs, and refill with 
soil. The Chicago Botanical Garden 
recommends balanced, 10-10-10 or 10-
15-10 slow-release fertilizers for bulbs. 
Other sources recommend a slow-
release 3-3-2 (NPK analysis) or a bulb 
booster 9-9-6. Bone meal (high in 
phosphorus) is a traditional fertilizer 
for bulbs, but some additional nitrogen 
and potassium helps. 
 
While we look forward to next years’ 
batch of dark rich compost and beauti-
ful spring bulbs, we also start to plan 
for winter interest in the garden.  
Last year, we cut and bundled some 
tall zebra grass, Miscanthus sinensis 
‘Zebrinus,’ for winter decoration next 
to a potted Colorado blue spruce by 
the garden gate. It helps to put loops of 
heavy twine around the base of the 
grass clump now before the weather 
gets too cold - easy to pull up and tie 
off the twine when you’re ready to cut 
tall grasses in late fall, winter, or early 
spring. Kathryn and I deadhead any-
thing in the Miscanthus sinensis (Chinese 

Maiden grass) group before the seed 
dries and spreads since these grasses 
are now ranked as a moderate threat as 
an invasive species in Indiana - not 
prohibited yet, but we won’t be plant-
ing any more of this in future. You can 
find an Indiana Invasive Plants list on 
the INPAWS website and at: https://
www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasive 
plants.php. I found that the mower 
made quick work of this long dry stuff 
in spring and we used it as homemade 
straw mulch on strawberries. Because 
it had no seed heads at all, it worked 
better than wheat straw and it was 
free. And that was great! 
 

Thyme 

(continued from back) 

 
If you’re thinking about growing corn 
in your garden next year, there are a 
few things you’ll want to consider. 
First, it takes up a lot of room because 
it grows so tall, but also, because it is 
primarily pollinated by wind. As a re-
sult, you should plant corn in blocks of 
short rows, instead of a long, single 
row. This will insure that your plants 
receive what they need to start pro-
ducing. Second, you’ll want to consid-
er what varieties you’re planting and 
what kind of fertilization they need; 
corn typically needs two treatments 
over the course of a season. And final-
ly, you’ll need to think about what else 
you are going to plant with it. The 
three sister planting system is a great 
model to follow: with this, you’ll grow 
corn, beans, and squash, which all help 
one another in a thriving ecosystem. 
 
Fall is the time of corn: whether you 
honor that by feeding the squirrels and 
birds in your yard with corn cobs, vis-
iting one of the many corn mazes in 
central Indiana, or eating candy corn  
as an homage to its natural form, this 
is a good time of year to do it. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.php
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.php
https://www.entm.purdue.edu/iisc/invasiveplants.php


What’s Happening 
Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

September 27  1-3 p.m.  
NICHES/MGW 

Moyer-Gould Woods Walk 
Gus Nyberg 

Enjoy an early fall hike with Gus 
Nyberg (NICHES Executive Director) 
on the trails along the Tippecanoe  
River in Carroll County. 
 

October 4  1-3 p.m.  DELPHI 
Delphi Deer Creek Area 

Exploration Walk 
Dan & David McCain 

From Canal Park, Dan and David 
(active residents with deep roots in 
Delphi) lead a carpool to Deer Creek 
Bicentennial Park, then on to High 
Bridge, and NICHES Gerard Reserve-
as time allows. The leaders are flexible 
and open to hiker preferences. 
 

October 11  1-3 p.m.  WHA 
Evonic/TNC Prairie Walk 

Stuart Orr 
Take a ramble with Stuart (North 
Central Indiana Land Steward, TNC) 
to Lookout Point, a beautiful remnant 
of the gravel hill prairie protected by 
The Nature Conservancy. Timely arri-
val is needed to pass through security. 
 

October 18  1-3 p.m.  PWA 
Fall Color Walk 

Sally Weeks 
Fall is a great time to see all the native 
trees and shrubs at the Purdue Wild-
life Area. Join Sally (Purdue Dendrolo-
gist, and Author of two books covering 
Midwest native trees, shrubs, and 
woody vines) on this walk to not only 
identify the many different tree, shrub, 
and wildflower species but also to en-
joy their fall colors. 
 

October 25  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Migration: A Twice a Year  

Birding Extravaganza! 
Susan Ulrich 

Susan (experienced birder and natu-
ralist) gives an indoor waterfowl and 
fall migrant talk followed by a marsh 
birding walk. 
 
 

November 1  7-9 p.m.  LNC 
Nature Photography Techniques 

Dan Shepardson 
Dan (Purdue Departments of Earth, 
Atmospheric, & Planetary Sciences 
and Curriculum & Instruction) will        
share tips for photographing natural 
subjects utilizing images from his trav-
els to both state and national parks. 
 
Locations: 
DELPHI (Canal Park): Meet at 1 p.m. at Canal Park (1030 
West Washington Street, Delphi). From the court house, 
turn north on Washington Street and go 11 blocks (~0.7 
miles); turn left at the signs for Canal Park. [NOTE: If you 
are having trouble finding Canal Park, call 765-564-2870.] 
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road,  
between Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
NICHES/MGW (Moyer-Gould Woods): Meet at 1 p.m. in 
the property parking lot (find directions at www.nichesland 
trust.org) or meet at the Battlefield Monument parking lot in 
Battle Ground off North 9th Street at 12:30 p.m. to carpool. 
PWA (Purdue Wildlife Area): Take S.R. 26 west across 
the Purdue Campus;  1/4 mile past 750 W, turn right (north) 
into the gravel drive where the big white pines start (small 
black and white sign). The park is at end of lane.  
WHA (Tippecanoe Labs Wildlife Habitat Area): 1650 Lilly 
Road, Lafayette. Meet at the ball fields. 

 

RIP Squad (Remove  
Invasive Plants) 
 
The fall 2017 volunteer workdays re-
moving bush honeysuckle, burning 
bush, and autumn olive are:   
 Prophet’s Rock Woods, Tuesdays 3-

5 p.m. on October 24 and 31. Meet at 
the little parking lot near Prophet’s 
Rock on Prophet’s Rock Road, just 
north of 600 N in Battle Ground.  

 Ross Hills Park, Thursday 3-5 p.m. 
on October 26. Meet at the Ross 
House parking lot. Take South River 
Road/Division Road past Ft. Ouiate-
non, and past the Granville Bridge; 
then turn left on 875 W (past the 
Ravines Golf Course buildings). Fol-
low the signs for Ross Hills Park, 
and take its entrance road to the 
Ross House parking lot (left turn 
from the entrance road). 

Long sleeves, long pants, gloves, and 
boots are recommended. Bring loppers 
or stump pullers if you have them. 
We’ll be pulling out or cutting/
lopping/sawing/herbiciding invasive 
shrubs. Herbicide will be provided for 
those comfortable using it.  
 

Are you interested in special fall work-
days for other areas, including the Wa-
bash Heritage Trail, the Linear Trail 
between Beck Lane and South 18th 
Street, the area adjacent to Sterling 
Heights Park south of Veteran’s Me-
morial Parkway, Murdock Park, Cel-
ery Bog Nature Area, Cumberland 
Woods, Happy Hollow Park, the Am-
phitheater trails, and Fort Ouiatenon?  
If so, or if you have other questions, 
contact Patty Jones, landline/voicemail 
765-463-3050  or email removeinvasive 
plants.wcinpaws@ gmail.com. 
 
The RIP Squad is sponsored by the 
West Central Chapter of INPAWS 
(Indiana Native Plant and Wild- 
flower Society) and the Sycamore 
Audubon Society in cooperation  
with West Lafayette and Tippecanoe 
County Parks. 
 
 (continued on page 6) 

 
 

October's the 
month 

When the smallest 
breeze 

Gives us a shower 
Of autumn leaves. 
Bonfires and 

pumpkins, 
Leaves sailing 

down — 
October is red 
And golden and 

brown. 
  Author unknown 
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Workshop Help Needed 
 
Antoniette Kasica is looking for two 
speakers for the October workshop: 
 
1. “Putting your Garden to Bed” 
2. “Flowers and Plants for Fall and 

Winter.” 
 
Please contact her at apkasica@gmail. 
com or call her at 765-449-2520 or  
765-490-9391 for more details. 
 

Green Book Updates 
 
Ruth Coors has a new email -  
ruthanncoors@gmail.com. 
 
Andrew Mahooney's email address 
is amahoney0829@gmail.com. 
 

Request for Information 
 
If you know of any Master Gardener 
that needs a “get well” card or “just think-
ing about you” card sent, please let me 
know.  
 Jeri Bosworth Parker 
 jjbosworth@purdue.edu 
 765-490-5511 
 

MG Speaker Input Needed 
 
We are selecting speakers for the  
Master Gardener monthly meetings, 
and need your input. Who would you 
like to hear speak? What topic would 
you like to hear? Is there a special  
area you are interested in, such as 
shade gardening, vegetable gardening, 
or flower gardening? Is there some- 
one you think the master gardeners  
would like to hear? Please email  
suggestions to Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech. edu or Jan Sadler  
at grammajanx8@comcast.net. Your 
suggestions are welcome. 
 
 Dee Dee Long & Jan Sadler  

(continued from page 5) 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 
The National Junior Horticultural  
Association is having their annual  
convention in Indianapolis October 7-
9, 2017. They are looking for some  
volunteers who would be willing to 
contribute their time for at least part 
of the day on Saturday, October 7, to 
help judge the student’s in a variety  
of competitions.   
  
Those interested in volunteering or 
who would like more information 
should contact: 

Susan E. Yoder, IOM 
Executive Director 
484-798-5934 
syoder@SeedYourFuture.org 
 

Save the Date for the MG 
Study Abroad Trip 
 
The 2018 Purdue Master Gardener 
Study Abroad in Garden History 
(“England and its Gardens (EaiG18) - 
Classics to Contemporary”) is in the 
final planning stages. From July 18-30, 
2018 you will enjoy this mostly new 
itinerary focused on areas of Surrey, 
Hampshire, East Anglia, Oxfordshire, 
and Buckinghamshire. You will visit 
such notable classic 18th century sites 
as Blenheim Palace, Stowe, Rousham, 
and Chiswick House; Waddesdon 
Manor of the Victorian era; Edwardian 
gems by Gertrude Jekyll, and others 
including Upton Grey Manor, As-
cott, Savill Gardens, and Valley Gar-
dens of Windsor Great Park; along 
with the wonderfully contemporary 
gardens Blooms of Bressingham, Beth 
Chatto, and East Ruston Old Vicarage 
 
Enrollment is expected to open in late 
autumn at which time you will be able 
to enroll either online or by phone.   
 

October 7  7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.  
Hendricks County Fairgrounds 

1900 East Main Street, Danville, IN 

Adventures in Gardening 2017: 
4 Seasons 

 
Brent Heath from Brent & Becky’s 
Bulbs will speak on the spring season; 
the summer season will be speaker, 
Greg Marlett from Hard Way Farms; 
autumn will feature Jo Ellen Myers; 
and Tess Park will present winter. 
 
There are two “Living Flower Arrange-
ments with Layers of Bulbs” work-
shops where each participant will re-
ceive a 12x12x12 planter, soil, 40 bulbs, 
and all equipment needed. General 
registration is $45 which includes 
breakfast and lunch. The workshops 
are $30 each. For more information 
and availability, call 317-745-9260 or 
go to hendricksgardeners.com/AIG. 
 

October 14  9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  
Clark County REMC 

7810 State Road 60,Sellersburg, IN 

Fall 2017 “Helping Others Grow” 
A Garden Lecture Series 

 
This workshop features four presenta-
tions: “Gardening for the Ages” by  
Gina Anderson, ANR Educator, Floyd 
County; “Raised Bed Gardening” by 
Terry Coomer, Master Gardener;  
“Planting for Pollinator” by Sarah 
Hicks, Master Gardener; and “Invasive 
Plants” by Chris Wiedamann, DNR. 
 
The cost is $30 which includes a conti-
nental breakfast and a light lunch. 
Registration is required as there is lim-
ited seating. Registration payments 
must be received no later than Septem-
ber 29th. Master Gardeners earn four 
hours of advanced training for the en-
tire day. For more information call 812-
948-5470 or contact Gina Anderson at 
gmanders@purdue.edu. 

Et Cetera           Happening 
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For man, autumn is a time of harvest, or gathering together.  
For nature, it is a time of sowing, of scattering abroad. 

                                                                                                                                                     Edwin Way Teale 
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Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County, Inc 

Amendments proposed to Bylaws 

September 1, 2017 

This is a summary of changes proposed to the Bylaws of MGATC.  A committee appointed by Jerry Millard spent 

over a year identifying problems found in governance and seeking solutions. In most cases, the solution was to 

change the bylaw to reflect our current practice. However, we are proposing to change our fiscal year from Sep-

tember 1st to August 31st. This also impacts the term of the Board of Directors. 

Copies of the proposed changes, with yellow highlights, will be available at the October meeting when these 

changes are formally proposed. For your own copy, you can find it on the MGATC website and print it if desired. 

We will vote on the proposed changes at the November meeting.   

Article I -  

Section 3 Purpose. We have expanded this section to identify five general purposes for MGATC under the um-

brella of promoting art, science and pleasure of gardening in the community in cooperation with the Coopera-

tive Extension Service. 

Article III –  

Section 4 – Change in the fiscal year to a calendar year. 

Section 5 – The requirement for a quorum is changed to 10%. 

Article IV –Section 1.  Requires all members of the Board of Directors to be an “eligible member” of MGATC – ie. 

membership dues must be paid on time. 

Section 2 – permits two members to share a position, with each co-officer have a half vote at Board meetings. 

Section 5 – the Term of office is two years – Members of the Board cannot serve consecutive terms in the same 

office. 

Section 7- The powers of the Board of Directors to govern the MGATC is limited by the Bylaws.  The power to 

borrow money in the name of MGATC is reserved to the membership. 

Section 8 – the proposed budget shall be presented to the membership before the budget is approved by the 

Board. 

Article V – Section 1. The election of officers will be held at the December meeting with the term of office begin-

ning January 1. 

Section 3 – the Powers of the President include the appointment of committee and project chairs. 

Section 8 – The role of the Member at Large is to represent the membership. 

Article VI – section 1. The Nomination process will shift to the fall with the slate being published in the Novem-

ber Garden Beet and election of the Board of Directors to be held at the December meeting. 

If you have any questions regarding these changes, we will be glad to answer them at the October meeting. You 

can contact committee members Lynn Layden, Sheila Koller, Jerry Millard or Andy Hughes. 
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Garden Beet 
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Word Thyme 
   By Erin Brock Carlson 
  
Well, it certainly feels like fall out- 
side at this point. (I hope, anyway: 
who knows with the weather that 
we’ve been having this year?) The  
end-of-season garden chores are well 
underway or finished at this point, 
we’re harvesting the last of our fall 
crops, and perhaps starting to dream 
about all of the changes we’ll make in 
the spring. 
 
This is a good time to think about one 
particular plant that graces our Mid-
western fall landscape, and perhaps 
even some of our own gardens: corn. 
Corn, or maize, is a staple of most of 
our diets, even when we don’t realize 
it: corn starch and corn syrup find 
their way into many processed foods 
that you would never expect (like 
canned soup and flavored yogurt).  
 
Its natural form, though, has a fasci-
nating history in addition to its poten-

tial contemporary uses. Many believe 
that corn was domesticated in Mexico, 
where the Olmec and Mayan peoples 
grew vast crops of corn and ground it 
into meal. Interestingly, before this 
domestication process, each plant only 
yielded one cob, which was only about 
an inch long! (Imagine how many 
plants you would have to have to have 
enough corn to feed your family for  
one meal!) 
 
Corn spread to North and South 
America, as well as Europe and else-
where, after it was realized that it 
would grow in a lot of different envi-
ronments. Over time, people found 
different uses for it, changing its form 
and using it to create cornmeal, ferti-
lizers, bourbon whiskey, and to eat as 
it is grown.  
 
So how many varieties are there? 
While most of the corn we buy at Pay-
less stores around town are pretty  
 

ordinary strains, the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Plant In-
troduction Statin in Ames, Iowa, holds 
19,780 different samples of corn found 
from around the world. These aren’t 
necessarily different varieties or 
strains, but they are each unique due 
to their physical differences that are 
the result of the environments they’re 
growing in. 
 
According to the MAIZE project at  
the University of Georgia, we can  
divide corn plants into three major 
groups: landraces, which are some of 
the oldest varieties of corn and come 
form Mexico; heirloom varieties that 
have fallen out of popular use when 
hybrid types were developed; and  
hybrids, which come from the crossing 
of two pure lines of corn. Most of the 
corn grown in the United States is of 
the hybrid variety. 
 
  (continued on page 4)  


