
October 2018 

A Word from Our Co-Presidents 

Garden  
MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION OF TIPPECANOE COUNTY 

      Please submit items for the Garden Beet to MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com by the 15th of the month for the next month’s issue. 
Items to be emailed to the membership should be sent to Dee Dee Long at dlong70@ivytech.edu. 

http://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org               https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/master-gardener/ 

Wow! It is almost the middle of Sep-
tember; time flies so quickly these 
days! Time to think about wrapping 
up our gardens and finishing our har-
vests. Hope you have all had successful 
gardening this summer and are think-
ing about what to plant for next year. 
 
I have had a lot of success with toma-
toes, peppers, several varieties of 
squash, cucumbers, and green beans 
but not so much with cabbage, egg-
plant, cauliflower, or broccoli. Maybe 
next year! I planted chrysanthemums 
this week and they sure look nice on 

my porch in baskets, I still have quite a 
few perennials in bloom and am enjoy-
ing them.   
 
As I am writing this article for the 
newsletter I am in the Master Garden-
er Education office on the morning 
shift. I hope you will all take a turn in 
the office, as it is really an educational 
experience for the customer and our-
selves as we delve into solving prob-
lems for the public. It is a small com-
mitment of time and counts as volun-
teer hours for you, so I hope you will 
think about signing up. 

Speaking of educational and volunteer 
hours, I hope you are tracking yours 
and entering them into the system. Try 
to get this done as soon as possible as 
Karen does a report for our December 
meeting, to tally our volunteer hours 
and education hours for the year. We 
also have a public education workshop 
on September 29 and hope to see many 
of you there. Enjoy the beginning of 
fall and all the outdoor activities. 
 

Cheryl McCool and Jolaine Roberts 

Programs 
 

October 2  6:30 p.m.  TCEO  
6 p.m. Social Time 

Plants in Space 
Dr. Marshall Porterfield 

Division Director for Space and Live 
and Physical Sciences at NASA 

  
November 6  6:30 p.m.  TCEO 

6 p.m. Social Time 
GMO’s Fact or Fiction? 
Dr. Peter Goldsborough 

Professor, Department of Botany and 
Plant Pathology, Purdue 

 
For more information on upcoming  

events, contact Dee Dee Long at 
dlong70@ivytech.edu or Jan Sadler  

at grammajanx8@comcast.net. 

Garden Gadgets and Tools 
By Kathryn Reeves and Mike Hathaway   

James Whitcomb Riley wrote, “When 
the frost is on the punkin… When the 
heat of summer’s over and the coolin’ 
fall is here - Of course we miss the 
flowers, and the blossums on the 
trees… But the air’s so appetizin’.”  
 
Garden clean up is so pleasant in  
the fall. We hope you have a leaf 
blower or ergonomically designed 
rake, and a leaf shredder or lawn 
mower, so you can deal with all those 
autumn leaves. Wear eye and ear  
protection when using power tools. 
And it’s that time of year to think 
about last harvests.  
 
But let’s get our priorities straight: this 
month is Halloween and pumpkin 
carving season. While a sharp, sturdy 
kitchen knife and a big spoon are really 
all you need to carve a pumpkin; some 
folks want to engage in extreme 

pumpkin carving. If you’re in that 
competitive category, consider getting 
a pumpkin carving kit. (And a big red 
bucket…if you attended Jerry Millard’s 
great talk on tool safety, you’ll know 
what this means.) 
 
When we looked at various kits,  
we realized many of our own art  
tools (small gouges for linocut, wood-
cut printmaking and wood carving  
and X-Acto knives) work for pump-
kin carving.  
 
One tool kit for carving awesome 
pumpkins that will delight your neigh-
bors: Grampa Bardeen’s Pumpkin 
Carving Set. It has sixteen pattern 
templates and eighteen dishwasher 
safe tools, including ten Teflon® coat-
ed saws, three drills, three steel-tipped 
 

(continued on page 6) 
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Cheryl McCool introduced Sheila 
Koller at 6:05 p.m., who gave a bless-
ing for the Hoedown dinner. Follow-
ing dinner, Jan Sadler introduced Jerry 
Millard at 7 p.m. His presentation, 
“Garden Tools and Safety,” detailed 
several common garden tools and po-
tential safety hazards. 
 
Cheryl McCool called the meeting to 
order at 7:45 p.m. 
 
The minutes of the August monthly 
meeting were approved as posted in 
the September issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray delivered the Treasurer’s re-
port through August 31st, The August 
beginning balance was $43,457 and 
the ending balance was $41,147. Ex-
penses included $1,000 to Ivy Tech for 
the MGATC scholarship. Jim remind-
ed members that the fiscal year ended 
at the end of August and the next fis-
cal year will begin in January 2019. He 
then detailed annual changes related 
to the end of the fiscal year, culminat-
ing in a -$1,457 in budget versus actual 

expenditures. He announced that dues 
will begin to be collected by Billie Sea-
ton after October 1st. Dues forms will 
be online, Karen Mitchell also has pa-
per copies available. 
 
Cheryl McCool thanked Jim for his 
treasurer’s report. Cheryl asked for an 
update on the compost pile; Karen 
Mitchell reported that two bids were 
placed at approximately $10,000. She 
is looking for donations of stone to 
lower the costs of the road. The budget 
for this project is $15,000. The project-
ed start date of the road is in late fall. 
 
As a response to a question, Karen 
Mitchell also noted that she has spo-
ken to city commissioners and prelimi-
nary plans have been made to keep the 
Extension Gardens in their current 
place. The West Lafayette Cumber-
land Gardens will stay in place at least 
through the 2019 growing season. 
 
Cheryl McCool asked for committee 
announcements. Sheila Koller, as pre-
vious chairman of the nominating 

committee, thanked the current offic-
ers for their attendance and service. 
Mickey Penrod asked members for 
help in posting pictures with select 
hashtags of the All-American Selection 
Gardens and forwarding pictures to 
her by September 15th. 
 
Cheryl McCool announced that the 
Extension Homemakers are holding  
an October 27th pumpkin painting 
contest and would like to have two 
Master Gardeners judge the pumpkin 
carving contest. 
 
A member asked who won the Open 
House tomato contest; Mickey Penrod 
responded that the yellow patio All-
America Selection won the Open 
House tomato contest. Flower center-
pieces were then given away. 
 
With no further business, Cheryl 
McCool adjourned the meeting at  
8:08 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary 

MGATC Minutes: September 4, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 

Here is a brief summary of my presen-
tation at the September meeting. We 
started the year (on last September 1) 
with $15,313 (unrestricted). Income, 
primarily from dues and the Garden 
Expo, was a little less than expected, 
but everyone spent responsibly to bal-
ance it out. We ended the year with 
$18,721. Now we enter a “short year” 
to bring our budget year in sync with 
the calendar year, and the gardens will 
still have some minor expenses to re-
port. Deducting the additional checks 

I have written so far, we currently 
stand at $17,216. 
 
Please continue to send me your re-
ceipts for reimbursement. The more 
we know about last year’s real ex-
penses, the better we will be at setting 
individual budgets for the year that 
begins January 1.  
 

Thank you, 
Jim Jeray, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report  Cinnamon Baked Pears 

(Vegan and Gluten Free) 
  

2 pears, washed, cut in half and cored 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon maple syrup 

Pumpkin Spice Granola, for topping 

Coconut cream for topping 
 

     Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Place cored pears on baking sheet. If 

they aren't even, cut off a bit of the 

bottom so they stand up straight. 
 

     Sprinkle evenly with cinnamon and 

then with maple syrup. Place in oven 

for 20 to 25 minutes to bake. Remove 

and allow to cool slightly. Top with 

your favorite toppings and enjoy!  
  

~SheKnows.com, Justina Huddleston 

Autumn that year painted the  
countryside in vivid shades of scarlet,  
saffron, and russet, and the days were 
clear and crisp under the harvest skies. 

                                                                            ~ Sharon Kay Penman 

http://www.she


In attendance for the meeting were 
Jerry Millard, Pat Miller, Jeri Bosworth 
Parker, Dee Dee Long, Jan Sadler, Jim 
Jeray, and Kristen Noel. 
 
Dee Dee Long called the meeting to 
order at 6:15 p.m. 
 
The August Board meeting minutes 
were approved as posted in the Sep-
tember issue of the Garden Beet. 
 
Jim Jeray provided the treasurer’s  
report. Since the monthly meeting,  
he wrote $1,505 in checks. As a result,  
the unrestricted balance is now  
$17,216 with savings of $10,534. The 
largest upcoming expense will be the 
holiday dinner. 
 
Dee Dee Long asked for any garden 
updates. Jerry Millard reported that 
Julieann Davis has not yet received her 
grant to build the structure in the 
Community Gardens. Before being 
approved, the structure must be 
drawn up by an architect. Dee Dee  
reminded members to use the AAS 
hashtags on social media. 
 
Jerry Millard reported that Shirley 
Sterling would like to relinquish her 
role as Hanna Center adopt-a-spot 

chairperson. Jolaine Roberts and Cher-
yl McCool will visit the Hanna Center 
property to assess the adopt-a-spot as 
it relates to the Center’s property line 
before asking for a new chairperson. 
The board then discussed the Hoe-
down’s low attendance and the timing 
of the meeting so soon after Labor Day. 
To try and increase attendance, alter-
native dates were discussed. Board 
officers first discussed potentially  
moving the 2019 event to August 6th;  
however, Dee Dee Long noted that the 
Open House will take place on August 
3rd. The board agreed to check for 
room availability and then take a vote 
to the members to choose between 
September 3 or October 1, 2019. 
 
The board then discussed when re-
quests for paid work, such as doing 
yardwork for someone who feels  
unwell, should be forwarded to all 
members. The board voted that if the 
person requesting work is a Master 
Gardener, the request will be forward-
ed. If the person requesting work, 
however, is not a member, then the 
request will not be forwarded due to 
the organization’s status as a public 
volunteer organization. 
 
Dee Dee Long asked for any other  
business. She, Pat Miller, and Jan  

Sadler will meet to discuss where  
the Holiday dinner will be held. Dee 
Dee announced that the 2019 awards 
dinner will be a carry-in held at the 
Extension Office. 
 
Dee Dee Long then noted that while 
the board was meeting, Ivy Tech was 
also holding their annual Evening on 
the Farm event, where the MGATC 
scholarship is awarded each year.  
Due to the large community presence 
at the event, she proposed that future 
Board meetings that conflict with  
the event should be moved to encour-
age Board attendance and better  
establish MGATC’s presence in the 
Lafayette community. 
 
Jeri Bosworth-Parker reminded mem-
bers about the lawn care education 
session on September 29th and an up-
coming session on floral design on Oc-
tober 13th. The board then discussed 
potential workshop ideas. 
 
With no further business, Dee  
Dee Long adjourned the meeting at 
7:06 p.m. 
 
                         Respectfully submitted, 
                     Kristen Noel, Recording Secretary         
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MGATC Board: September 13, 2018, 6 p.m., TCEO 

Help with the MG Class 
 
The new class is under way and it’s a 
full one! We have 48 students this 
year, which means the room is packed, 
but I would still like to invite you to 
volunteer for set-up and tear-down. I 
would also like to welcome up to three 
Master Gardeners to audit the class for 
Education Hours. Class is held on 
Wednesday evenings from 6-9 p.m. 
  
To make sure that I have the help I 
need (and still space for the students), 
I have created a volunteer sign-up 
sheet. I would like two volunteers to 
help with set-up from 5-7:30 p.m. and 

two volunteers for tear-down from 
7:30-9:30 p.m. You can sign up for both 
time slots if you wish to stay through 
the class. There are also slots to sign 
up for education hours. If you sign up 
to volunteer, please leave the class au-
dit slot open for others to join for edu-
cation hours. Also if you just want to 
pop in and meet the new class, you are 
always welcome (especially if you 
bring extra snacks)! 
  
Questions? Please let me know! Sign 
up here - https://www.signupgenius. 
com/go/70a0c4ca5ae2ca0fa7-mgbasic1. 
   

Karen Mitchell 

Tree Link 
 
Check out this great link to all the dif-
ferent Purdue tree care publications, 
and some videos too! Be sure to book-
mark this resource. I know it will be in 
the Education Center at the office. 
  
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/new 
search.asp?subCatID=323%
20&CatID=14 
  

Karen Mitchell 

Miscellaneous & Volunteer Opportunity 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4ca5ae2ca0fa7-mgbasic1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4ca5ae2ca0fa7-mgbasic1
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/newsearch.asp?subCatID=323%20&CatID=14
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/newsearch.asp?subCatID=323%20&CatID=14
https://mdc.itap.purdue.edu/newsearch.asp?subCatID=323%20&CatID=14


What’s Happening  
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MGATC Workshop 
 

Sept 29  9 a.m.-noon  TCEO 
Pesticides and Other Options 

Karen Mitchell 
Lawn Care: Fall’s the Time 

Glenn Hardebeck 
 
The next MG workshop is September 
29. Please help us to promote it by in-
viting a friend, neighbor, or family 
member! Share our event on Facebook 
at  https://www.facebook.com/events/ 
2258610574167516/. 
  

Wednesdays in the Wild 
 

Sept 26  1-3 p.m.  
NICHES/FRGL 

Frog’s Glory Hike 
Gus Nyberg 

NICHES Executive Director Gus 
Nyberg will lead this hike to view 
firsthand the restoration efforts at this 
Carroll County property and also ex-
plore the history of this area of the 
Tippecanoe River valley. 
 

Oct 3  1-3 p.m.  WNC 
Exploring Wild Mushrooms 

Steve Russell 
Steve Russell (President, The Hoosier 
Mushroom Society) will lead partici-
pants on a wild mushroom hunt on the 
grounds of the Tippecanoe Battlefield 
to learn how to identify the mush-
rooms we encounter. We should ex-
pect to find a number of edible fall        
species during this foray. Meet at  
Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center. 
 

Oct 10  8-10 p.m.*  CULLOM 
Introduction to the Universe 

Wabash Valley  
Astronomical Society 

The Wabash Valley Astronomical So-
ciety will take us on an out-of-this-
world tour of our universe before 
heading to the facilities of the Prairie 
Grass Observatory (on the grounds) to 
view celestial objects with astronomi-
cal telescopes. Meet at the nature cen-
ter, just past the Camp entrance.  
*Note the special evening time. 
 

Oct 17  1-3 p.m.  HHP 
Fall Color Walk 

Sally Weeks 
Fall is a great time to see all the native 
trees and shrubs at Happy Hollow 
Park. Join Sally Weeks (Purdue Den-
drologist, and author of two books 
covering Midwest native trees, shrubs, 
and woody vines) on this walk to not 
only identify the many different tree, 
shrub, and wildflower species but also 
to enjoy their fall colors. 
 

Oct 24  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
A Twice a Year  

Birding Extravaganza! 
Susan Ulrich 

Susan Ulrich (experienced birder and 
naturalist) gives an indoor waterfowl 
and fall migrant talk followed by a 
marsh birding walk. Bring binoculars. 
 

Oct 31  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Ghastly Predators  
of the Insect World 

Jeff Holland 
It is scary to be an insect! In this Hal-
loween presentation, Jeff Holland 
(Associate Professor of Spatial Ecology 
& Biodiversity, Purdue Entomology) 
will explore physical and behavioral 
adaptations that make insect preda-
tors very good at hunting their prey. 
 

Nov 7  1-3 p.m.  LNC 
Pollinator Plantings at  

Celery Bog:  
Pretty Plants or Prolific Providers? 

Cliff Sadoff 
Cliff Sadoff (Professor of Entomology, 
Purdue University) will discuss which 
pollinators were found this summer in 
the Celery Bog plantings and compare 
it to other plantings in northeastern 
Indiana, plus ask questions about pro-
tecting pollinators. 
 
LOCATIONS: 
CULLOM (Camp Cullom Nature Center): Meet at 8 p.m. 
at 6815 W County Road 200 N, Frankfort, or join the 7:15 
p.m. carpool from WNC. 
HHP (Happy Hollow Park): In West Lafayette off Happy 
Hollow Road - meet in the first parking lot by the play-
ground.  
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In 
West Lafayette, on the north side of Lindberg Road, be-
tween Northwestern Avenue and McCormick Road. 
 

NICHES/FRGL (Frogs’ Glory-Carroll County): Meet at  
1 p.m. at the property (directions are located at www.niches 
landtrust.org) or join the 12:15 p.m. carpool from the Battle-
field Monument parking lot in Battle Ground off North  
9th Street. 
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle Ground,  
at the end of the Battlefield Monument parking lot off North 
9th Street. 
 

(continued on page 5) 

 

 Buttered Fettuccine with  

Brussels Sprouts and Parmesan  

 
12 ounces dried fettuccine 

1/2 cup butter, divided 
3 cups Brussels sprouts, trimmed and 

quartered 

2 teaspoons lemon zest 

1-1/2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme 

1/2 cup finely grated Parmesan, plus 

extra for garnish 

freshly ground black pepper 

 
     In a large saucepan, cook fettuccine 

in boiling, well-salted water according to 

package directions until al dente. Drain 

pasta, reserving 1-1/2 cups pasta water 

for sauce. 

     In a very large skillet, melt 2 table-

spoons butter over medium heat. Add 

Brussels sprouts; cook for 8 to 10 

minutes, stirring occasionally, until 

browned and tender. 

     Remove sprouts from skillet. Add re-

maining butter to skillet. Stir in 1 cup 

reserved pasta water, lemon zest, and 

thyme. Bring just to boiling. Add cooked 

pasta, Brussels sprouts and Parmesan 

to skillet. Toss with tongs until thorough-

ly coated, adding additional pasta water 

as needed to loosen the sauce. Season 

with pepper and serve garnished with 
extra grated Parmesan, if desired. 

Serves 6. 
  

~ Midwest Living, September/October, 2018  

https://www.facebook.com/events/2258610574167516/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2258610574167516/


RIP Squad Work Days 
 
October 2018 work days to remove 
invasive shrubs (non-native bush hon-
eysuckle and burning bush) are listed 
below. Long sleeves, long pants, 
gloves, and boots are recommended. 
Bring loppers or stump pullers if you 
have them. We’ll be pulling out or cut-
ting/lopping/sawing/herbiciding inva-
sive shrubs. Herbicide will be provided 
for those comfortable using it. 
 
 Thursday, October 25, 3-5 p.m.                

Ross Hills Park 
Meet at the Ross House parking lot. 
Take South River Road/Division 
Road past Ft. Ouiatenon, Gran-
ville Bridge, and the Ravines Golf 
Course. Turn left on South 875 
West, following the signs for Ross 
Hills Park. 

 Saturday, October 27, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Prophet’s Rock Woods 
Meet at the little parking lot on 
Prophets Rock Road near Prophet’s 
Rock - just north of 600 North in 
Battle Ground. 

 Sunday, October 28, 1-4 p.m.                     
Ross Hills Park 

 Tuesday, October 30, 3-5p.m.         
Prophet’s Rock Woods 

 
For more information contact Patty 
Jones at 765-463-3050 (landline  
voice mail) or email: removeinvasive 
plants.wcinpaws@gmail.com. Spon-
sored by the West Central Chapter  
of Indiana Native Plant and Wild-
flower Society (INPAWS) and Syca-
more Audubon Society (SAS) in  
cooperation with Tippecanoe County 
Parks & Recreation.  

2019 Purdue Master  
Gardener Study Abroad 
 
Plans are being finalized for the next Pur-
due MG study abroad. The trip, Gardens 
of Ireland, Garden and Landscape History 
in Ireland and Northern Ireland, will start 
on July 16 (arriving in Ireland on July 17) 
through July 27. 
  
The tentative, all new itinerary focuses on 
gardens in the Irish counties of Wicklow, 
Waterford, Cork, Kerry, and Kildare, as 
well as near Belfast in Northern Ireland.  
  
We will be visiting sites such as Pow-
erscourt, Killruddery, Mount Usher, 
Mount Stewart, Heywood Garden, Lis-
more Castle,  Ballymaloe Cookery School 
& Garden, Ilnaculin, Bantry House, Muck-
ross House, and the Japanese Gardens at 
the Irish National Stud. 
  
We will meet as a group at a hotel near the 
Dublin airport. No free time in Dublin will 
be included in this trip. You will have a 
free day in nearby Bray and can take the 
commuter train or bus to Dublin. You 
should consider extending your stay or 
starting early if you wish to spend more 
time in Dublin. 
 
Purdue MGs and program alums will re-
ceive advanced notice of enrollment as 
new details are available. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More Events and Info 
from the Native Root 
 

 On October 15-18, 2018 in Roches-
ter, Minnesota “The largest Invasive 
Species Conference in North Amer-
ica” will be held. This is a 2018 Joint 
Conference of UMISC (Upper Mid-
west Invasive Species Conference) 
and  NAISMA (North American 
Invasive Species Management As-
sociation). For more information, 
contact Dawn Slack at dawn.slack 
@tnc.org or 812-737-2087 or go to 
www.umisc.net. 

 
 October 23-25, 2018 is the “Building 

Resilience: The Future of Natural 
Areas,” Natural Areas Conference in 
Bloomington, Indiana. The keynote 
speaker is Scott Russell Sanders 
who is author of “A Conservationist 
Manifesto” and “Stone Country: 
Then & Now.” For more informa- 
tion go to  naturalareas.org. 

 

 For more interesting plant related 
information and events, see Wendy 
Ford’s monthly ebulletin, Hor-
tusScope, and learn “What’s Up in 
the Central Indiana Gardening 
Community.” If you’re interested, 
drop Wendy a note at HortusScope 
@comcast.net. 

 

Happening 
(continued from page 4) 
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These are just a few of the photos of the  

TCEO gardens, posted on our Facebook page, 

that were taken during the Open House. We 

truly have beautiful gardens. Thanks to  

everyone who keeps them looking great! 

mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
mailto:removeinvasiveplants.wcinpaws@gmail.com
mailto:dawn.slack@tnc.org
mailto:dawn.slack@tnc.org
http://www.umisc.net
http://naturalareas.org
mailto:HortusScope@comcast.net
mailto:HortusScope@comcast.net


Gadgets 
(continued from page 1)        

poking tools, and two scoops. It in-
cludes carving instructions and tips 
from the Bardeen Family that they 
claim “represents over 340 years expe-
rience.” They caution the tools are 
sharp and children require adult su-
pervision. (Red bucket not included.) 
https://www.thegrommet.com/grampa
-bardeens-pumpkin-carving-set 
 
Put a battery operated flameless LED 
candle inside your jack o’lantern, get 
the bowl of candy ready, and you’re all 
set to welcome little pirates, princess-
es, ghosts, witches, and Spiderman.  
 
A new decorating trend is to paint 
pumpkins solid colors and geometric 
patterns. These days, we take the lazy 
route and display pumpkins just as 
they are along with some pots of 
bright chrysanthemums. You could 
just draw a face on the pumpkin with 
a big black magic marker. If you later 
peel skin in the marker areas, you can 
still cook the pumpkin. Save the seeds 
for future planting or eating. 
 
Saving pumpkin seeds: Rinse seeds 
well. Space on a dry paper towel so 
they won’t stick together. Place in a 
cool dry spot for one week. Once 
seeds are dry, store for planting in  
an envelope. 
 
Pumpkin seeds are packed with nu-
trients: protein, unsaturated fats 
(includeing omega-3), iron, magnesi-
um, zinc, selenium, calcium, B vita-
mins, and beta-carotene.  
  
Preparing pumpkin seeds to eat: 
Clean and rinse seeds with cold water 
in colander; shake dry. Preheat oven  
to 300 degrees F. Toss seeds in a bowl 

with melted butter (salt optional) or 
oil a baking sheet. Spread seeds in a 
single layer on baking sheet. Bake 30-
45 minutes or until golden brown;  
stir occasionally. 
 
As you’re snacking on pumpkin seeds, 
think about feeding your soul during 
the cold months ahead. Beautiful flow-
ers are essential for lifting your spirits 
through winter. Many flowering bulbs 
can be forced into early bloom indoors, 
and many are sweetly fragrant. Last 
year we tried several different paper-
white narcissus varieties and found 
‘Ariel’ had the largest and most numer-
ous flowers and a mild fragrance.  
 
‘Ariel’ does not root well in water  
and should be grown in potting soil. 
Blooms will appear 4-6 weeks after 
potting.  
 
TO-DO List: 
 
 Average first frost date is October   

8-10 in Lafayette and West Lafa-
yette, but could be as early as Sep-
tember 25 or as late as October 18.  

 Empty and put away garden hoses 
before freezing temperatures. 

 Order spring bulbs. Pre-dig areas 
for bulbs, refill with loosened soil or 
set soil aside until you’re ready to 
plant. Plant when soil temperature 
is 55° or less. Add animal repellent 
granules to discourage bulb raiders. 

 Dig up tender tubers and corms     
of caladiums, cannas, dahlias, and 
gladiolus. 

 Pot up some paperwhite bulbs for 
holiday forcing. 

 Bring in houseplants when evening 
temps begin to drop into the 50’s    

if you want to “over-winter” them 
indoors. Hose them off with water 
and spray with insecticidal soap    
to prevent bringing in unwanted 
pests. 

 Plant porch and patio containers 
with fall mums, asters, pumpkins, 
and decorative gourds. 

 Plant trees, shrubs, and perennials 
so their roots will establish before 
winter. 

 Continue watering new and estab-
lished garden plants and trees 
through fall.  

 Dead head and cut back spent per-
ennials as needed. Leave plants                
with attractive seed heads, especial-
ly wildflowers, for winter interest 
and to feed birds. 

 Keep raking autumn leaves so   
lawn grass is not smothered. Com-
post leaves or keep them in bags    
as “browns” to mix with “greens” 
next year. 

 Fertilize lawn and apply broadleaf 
herbicide. See details, application 
rate and schedule in free Purdue 
publication AY-13-W IL-IN TW 4 
on Lawn Maintenance at: https://
www.extension.purdue. edu/
extmedia/ay/ay-13-w.pdf. 

 Continue mulching and weeding. 
Prevent weed seed formation          
to make next year’s maintenance 
easier.  

 Harvest and preserve herbs by dry-
ing or freezing. 

 Continue growing spinach and 
kale under row covers or in a      
cold frame for tasty fall and winter 
salads. 

 Clean up all fallen fruits to reduce 
disease and pest problems. 

 Enjoy the colors of autumn. 
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After the keen still days of September, the October sun filled the world with 
mellow warmth ... The maple tree in front of the doorstep burned like a  

gigantic red torch. The oaks along the roadway glowed yellow and bronze. 
The fields stretched like a carpet of jewels, emerald and topaz and garnet. 

Everywhere she walked the color shouted and sang around her.  
                                                                          ~ Elizabeth George Speare 

https://www.thegrommet.com/grampa-bardeens-pumpkin-carving-set
https://www.thegrommet.com/grampa-bardeens-pumpkin-carving-set
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ay/ay-13-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ay/ay-13-w.pdf
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/ay/ay-13-w.pdf


 

7 



Garden Beet 
1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
Address changes: 
Billie Seaton  1712 Mason Dixon Drive South  West Lafayette IN 47906 
(765) 463-5701  seatonbl1@frontier.com 
Editorial correspondence: 
Chris Ramsey  4801 North 600 East  Lafayette IN 47905-9764 

(765) 589-8601  MGATCGardenBeet@gmail.com 

Ah, Lovely October,  
as you usher in the season  

that awakens my soul,  
your awesome beauty compels  

my spirit to soar like a leaf  
caught in an autumn breeze  

and my heart to sing  
like a heavenly choir. 

                             ~ Peggy Toney Horton 


